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How  dreadful  the  Fate  of  the  Wretches  who  fall, 

A  Vidlim  of  Laws  they  have  broke  ! 
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Account  of  the  horrid  Murder  committed  by 
PETER  CONWAY  and  MICHAEL  RI- 
CHARDSON, on  Mr.  VENABLES,  a  Butcher 
in  Whitechapel,  and  Mr.  ROGERS,  a  Carpenter ; 
•with  an  Account  of  their  Execution^  and  being 
hung  in  Chains  for  the  fame, 

FROM  the  beft  accounts  we  have  been  able  to 
obtain  of  thefe  unhappy  men,  we  learn,  that 
an  inattention  to  their  education  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  their  ruin.  They  engaged  in  the  paths  of 
vice  early  in  life,  and  having  forfeited  their  cha- 
racters by  the  irregularity  of  their  conduct,  their 
minds  were  gradually  prepared  for  the  commiflion 
of  the  moft  horrid  of  crimes.  It  was  too  frequently 
their  practice  to  fpend  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
in  houfes  of  ill  fame,  where  they  drank  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  qualify  themfelves  for  fcenes  of  more 
than  brutal  enterprize  during  the  night. 
VOL.  V.  No.  41.  I* 
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On  Saturday  the  a6th  of  May,  1770,  Richard^- 
fon,  Conway,  and  two  men  named  Jackfon  and 
Fox,  went  to  the  fhop  of  Mr.  Robert  Dun,  in 
Princes-fquare,  near  Ratcliff-highway,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  pair  of  piftols.  The  above  mentioned 
Jackfon  was  afterwards  an  evidence  againft  his 
accomplices ;  but  we  do  not  learn  that  Fox  was 
ever  taken  into.cuftody. 

Having  thus  purchafed  the  piftols,  they  left  them 
at  the  houfe  of  an  acquaintance,  named  Thomas; 
after  which  they  ail  went  to  the  lodgings  of  Con- 
way,  where  they  fpent  the  night. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  (Sunday)  they  took  a 
coach  to  Whitechapel,  where  they  continued 
drinking  till  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  when  they 
vent  to  Thomas's  houfe  for  the  piftcls.  Being 
unprovided  with  balls,  they  remained  for  a  while 
in  confultation  what  to  fubftitute  in  their  ftead ; 
and  at  length  they  cut  a  pewter  fpoon  in  pieces, 
and  loaded  their  piftols. 

This  being  done,  Conway  and  Richard  fon  went 
together,  and  the  other  two  accompanied  them, 
but  at  a  fmall  diftance,  that  they  might  not  appear 
to  be  a  gang  of  ruffians.  They  met  a  gentleman's 
fervant,  whom  they  flopped  ;  buf,  as  he  had  no 
money,  he  was  permitted  to  pafs  without  farther 
moleftation. 

It  happened  that,  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Vena- 
bles,  a  butcher  in  Whitechapel,  had  been  walking 
to  Stepney,  with  his  neighbour,  Mr.  Rogers,  a 
carpenter  ;  and  they  were  returning  to  town  when 
they,  were  met  by  the  villains  above-mentioned, 
which  happened  a  few  minutes  after  they  had 
parted  from  the  gentleman's  fervant. 

Mr.  Venables  and  Mr.  Rogers  had  the  appear- 
ance of  men  frorn  whom  a  coniiderable  booty 
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might  be  expelled ;  whereupon  Con  way  flopped 
the  former,  and  demanded  his  money ;  but,  in- 
flead  of  delivering  it,  Mr.  Venables,  who  was  a 
robufl  man,  twice  knocked  down  Richardfon  and 
Fox  ;  and  they  had  no  fooner  recovered  their  legs, 
than  Richardfon  and  Conway  inflantly  fired  their 
piftols,  and  the  two  unoffending  paflengers  were 
killed  on  the  fpot. 

-rt    r  I      j  j  i      •  i 

ihefe  unprovoked  murders  being  thus  perpe- 
trated, the  villains  did  not  flay  to  rob  the  parties; 
but,  with  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilr,  hurried  away 
towards  Stepney,  whence  they  went  to  Rarcliff- 
highway,  and  thence  to  Wapping,  where  they 
Hopped  a  man,,  and  robbed  him  of  eighteen  mil- 
lings and  his  watch. 

T.his  robbery  being  committed,  they  haftened 
to  Darkhoufe-lane,  near"  Billingfgate,  where  they 
ftaid  during  the  night;  and  the  next  morning, 
after  breakfafling  at  a  public-houfe  in  Southivark, 
they  parted,  with  a  view  of  confulting  their  fafety 
in  flight. 

The  bodies  of  the  deceafed,  being  found  in  the 
road,  were  conveyed  to  the  watch-houfe ;  and  a 
furgcon  being  fent  for,  he  examined  the  wounds, 
and  found  that  they  had  been  made  by  pieces  of 
pewter. 

On  the  following  Wednefday  Jackfon  was  ap- 
prehended, on  fufpicion  of  having  been  concerned 
in  the  commiflion  of  thefe  horrid  murders.  On  his 
examination  he  gave  information  who  were  his  ac- 
complices; on  which  he  was  admitted  an  evidence 
for  the  crown. 

In  a  few  days  after  Jackfon  was  taken  in  cuftody, 
Conway  went  to  the  (hop  of  Mr.  Burtman,  a  pawn- 
broker in  Jermyn-ftreet;  where  he  offered  a  watch 
in  pledge.    An  advertifcment  in  the  news-paper, 
13  2  defcribing 
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defcribing  the  perfon  of  Conway,  having  been  read 
by  Mr.  Burtman,  the  latter  imagined  that  he  was 
the  man  thus  described ;  on  which  he  gave  a  hint 
to  one  of  his  fervants  to  fit  by  Conway,  while  he 
(Burtman)  examined  the  watch. 

The  fervant,  apprehending  danger,  whifpered 
his  mailer  that  it  Was  probable  he  had  piftols  in 
his  pofleflion  :  on  which  a  perfon  was  fcnt  out,  to 
requeft  the  attendance  of  the  neighbours,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  mifchief.  In  the  interim  Conway, 
remarking  that  they  whifpered  together,  begged 
permifTion  to  retire  to  the  vault ;  which  he  was 
readily  allowed  to  do  : — but  on  his  return  he  was 
taken  into  cuflody,  and  a  coach  was  called  to 
convey  him  to  Sir  John  Fielding's  office  in  Bow- 
ftreet. 

As  they  were  going  thither,  Mr.  Burtman  hinted 
a  ftrong  fufpicion  that  Conway  *  was  guilty  of  the 
murders;  to  which  the  latter  made  this  remarkable 
and  mcrcking  anfwer ;  "  I> — n  my  eyes  !  though 
"  I  am  guilty  (I  mean  not  guilty)  I  could  not  fhoot 
"  two  men  at  once." 

\Vhen  he  was  brought  to  the  houfe  of  the  ma- 
giftrate  above-mentioned,  he  was  confronted  with 
Jackfon,  when  they  mutually  endeavoured  to  cri- 
minate each  other ;  but  the  circumftances  againft 
Conway  were  fo  very  fufpicious,  that  Sir  John  Fiel- 
ding did  not  helitate  to  commit  him  to  Newgate. 

Richardfon  was  likewife  apprehended  within  five 
days  after  this  commitment,  and  taken  to  Bow-ftreet 
for  examination;  when  the  charge  againft  him  was 
ib  very  ilrong,  that  he  was  likewife  committed  to 
Newgate,  to  abide  the  event  of  a  trial  by  jury. 

Jackfon 

*'  Some  accounts  give  this  man's  name  Conna- 
•way,  but  it  is  uncertain  which  is  the  true  fpelling," 
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Jackfon  having  been  admitted  an  evidence  (as 
above-mentioned)  bills  of  indictment  were  prefer- 
red, at  the  next  feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  againft 
Con  way  and  Richardfon,  who  were  thereupon  put 
on  their  trials  for  the  murders  of  Mr.  Venables  and 
Mr.  Rogers.  Jackfon's  evidence  againft  them  was 
full  and  pofitive;  and  this  being  ftrongly  fupported 
by  that  of  the  perfon  of  whom  they  had  purchafed 
the  piftols,  aided  by  a  variety  of  collateral  circum- 
ftances,  the  jury  did  not  hefitate  to  convict  them; 
the  confequcnce  of  which  was,  that  they  were  con- 
demned to  die. 

After  conviction  they  were,  as  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  lodged  in  the  cells  of  Nevygate;  and  we  are 
forry  to  fay  that  their  penitence  did  not  feem  pro- 
portioned to  the  dreadful  crime  they  had  commit- 
ted— a  crime  of  the  blackeft  dye,  and  altogether 
unprovoked  by  thofe  who  fell  victims  to  their  in- 
human barbarity. 

On  the  Monday  following  they  were  conveyed 
to  the  place  of  execution :  an  incredible  number 
of  people  attending  the  folemn  proceflion,  and  pre- 
paring to  fee  the  exit  of  men  who  had  distinguished 
themfclves  by  the  atrocioufnefs  of  their  crimes, 
and  whofe  ftory  had  excited  the  public  curiofity  in 
a  very  high  degree. 

Unprepared  as  thefemen  appeared  to  have  been 
for  the  dreadful  fate  that  awaited  them,  yer,  when 
they  faw  how  near  and  how  certain  it  was,  they 
feemed  to  be  fhocked  to  a  degree  beyond  defcrip- 
tion,  and  appeared  as  folemn  and  iincere  in  their 
devotions  as  others  who  had  fuffered  at  the  fatal 
tree. 

After  execution  their  bodies  were  cut  down  and 
conveyed  to  Bow-common,  where  they  were  put 
in  chains,  and  hung  on  a  gibbet.    It  is  hardly  cre- 
dible 
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dible  to  think  what  immenfe  numbers  of  people 
\vent  from  London,  to  take  a  view  of  thefe  male- 
factors while  hanging  in  chains :  to  talk  of  a  thou- 
fand,  or  ten  thoufand,  would  be  faying  nothing. 
Perhaps  more  than  fifty  thoufand  vifited  the  fpot 
within  the  firft  five  days.  On  Sunday,  particular- 
ly, the  place  refembled  a  crowded  fair;  and  many 
people  got  money  by  felling  liquors  and  other  pro- 
Vifions  to  the  aflembled  multitude.  So  great  was 
the  crowd,  that  the  banks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  even  the  hedges,  were  broken  down,  that  the 
mob  might  gratify  their  eager  curiofhy. 

Thefe  malefa&ors  fuffered  at  Tyburn  on  the 
I9th  of  July,  1770. 

In  the  cafe  of  thefe  men,  trie  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt  will  appear  in  its  moft  ftriking  light ;  for  af- 
ter they  had  committed  the  murders,  fuch  was  their 
terror,  that  they  did  not  dare  to  reap  the  intended 
fruits  of  their  illegal  expeditien  ;  for  we  find  that 
the  murdered  men  were  not  robbed,  but  the  guilty 
parties  fought  their  fafety  in  flight ;  fo  true  is  that 
icriptural  expreffion,  "  the  wicked  fly,  when  no 
"  man  purfueth." 

No  account  has  ever  reached  us  of  what  became 
of  the  accomplice  Fox.  It  was  prefumed  that  he 
efcaped  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  could  he  efcape 
from  his  own  confcience?  from  thofe  terrors  which 
muft  ever  haunt  the  guilty  mind  ?  Alas!  he  could 
not.  The  attempt  mutt  have  been  vain  ;  iince  he 
carried  about  with  him,  the  confcioufnefs  of  being 
a  murderer,  and  muft  nave  had  a  perpetual  hell 
within  his  own  breaft. 

The  ftory  before  us  will  ferve  to  enforce,  in  a 
very  emphatic  manner,  vthat  divine  command, 
"  Thou  (halt  do  no  murder/'  May  all  the  readers 
of  this  narrative  be  inftrucled  in  the  doctrines  of 

humanity! 
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humanity  I  nor  provoke  the  vengeance  of  that 
God,  who,  though  he  may  be  flow  to  punifh,  will 
not  fuffer  his  holy  commands  to  be  trampled 
under  foot! 


Account  of  the  Cafe  of  JOHN  STRETTON,  who 
was  executed   for  robbing  the  Mail ;    with  an 
Account  of  the  Circumltance  that  led  to  his 
Detection. 
ff 

THIS  unhappy  man  was  dcfcended  from  re- 
fpedable  parents,  who  gave  him  a  liberal 
cdui  ation ;  nor  did  any  circumftance  anfe  to  throw 
blame  on  his  charader,  tiil  the  difcovery  of  the 
crime  which  coft  him  his  life. 

He  was  apprenticed  to  a  grocer  in  London,  and 
ferved  his  time  with  a  degree  of  fidelity  that  would 
have  done  credit  to  any  fervant ;  and  he  appeared 
IP  gain  the  general  good  opinion  of  thofe  who  were 
acquainted  with  him. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticefhip  he  went 
to  live  as  a  journeyman  to  a  grocer  in  Bilhopfgate- 
ftreet,  where  he  Hill  maintained  a  fair  charader, 
and  continued  in  this  ftation  feveral  years,  during 
which  he  married  and  hard  a  daughter ;  but  hs 
wife  died  a  conliderable  time  before  the  perpetn- 
lion  of  the  fad  which  rendered  him  a  fatal  viditn 
r,o  the  violated  laws  of  hU  country. 

Mr.  Stretton,  having  by  his  frugality  accumu- 
lated a  fum  of  money,  opened  a  mop  in  Bifhopf- 
gate-ftreet  on  his  own  account,  and  had  every  rea- 
fpnable  profped  of  fuccefs ;  for  fo  regular  hid 
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been  his  conduct,  and  fo  irreproachable  was  his 
chara&er,  that  not  any  perfon  in  his  own  way  of 
bufmefs  refufed  to  give  him  credit  to  any  reafon- 
able  amount. 

Unhappily,  however,  he  had  not  long  embarked 
in  trade  before  his  ruin  enfued,  from  a  caufe 
which  one  would  have  thought  very  unlikely  to 
produce  it. 

Having  conceived  a  defign  of  advancing  himfelf 
in  life  by  a  fecond  marriage,  and  a  butcher  in  the 
neighbourhood  being  reputed  worth  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money,  he  paid  his  addrefles  to  his  daugh- 
ter, who  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  him,  that  Ihe 
did  not  hefitate  to  make  a  declaration  in  his  favour; 
but  the  father,  unwilling  to  part  with  any  money, 
as  a  portion  for  his  daughter,  refolved  not  to  give 
bis  confent,  becaufe  Mr.  Stretton  was  riot  in  cir- 
cumflances  of  independence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lovers  contrived  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  .each  other,  and  the  young 
woman  repeatedly  informed  Mr.  Stretton  with  the 
determination  of  her  father.  Chagrined  by  this 
circumftance,  and  refolved  to  remove  the  objec- 
tion, which  feemed  to  arife  from  his  prefumeo} 
poverty,  he  made  the  dreadful  refolution  of  rob- 
f)ing  the  mail. 

He  had  not,  however,  for  fome  time,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  his  intention  into  execution;  for 
he  was  feized  with  a  fevere  fit  of  illnefs,  which  con- 
fined him  to  his  bed  for  fome  weeks,  during  which 
time  he  was  frequently  vifited  by  the  girl  whom  he 
had  courted,  and  alfo  by  her  mother,  who  was  a 
warm  friend  to  the  propofed  marriage. 

At  length  he  recovered  his  health  in  a  very  con- 
fiderable degree;  on  \\hich  he  refolved  to  complear, 
if  poffible,  the  plan  which  had  fo  long  agitated  his 

mind. 


JOHN  STOETTON— for  Robbery.        g 

mincf.  In  purfuance  hereof  he  took  an  opportu- 
nity when  the  fhopman  was  in  bed  one  Saturday 
night  to  quit  the  houfe,  and  go  as  far  as  the  City- 
road,  between  Iflington  and  London,  where  he' 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  Northern  mail,  which 
came  oppofite  Peerlefs-pool  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

Stretton,  obferving  the  poll-boy  coming  up, 
flopped  the  mail,  and  took  out  foch  bags  as  he 
thought  proper  ;  after  which  he  went  into  Moor- 
fields,  where  he  examined  the  contents  of  the  bags, 
and  taking  out  fuch  bills  and  notes  as  he  thought 
proper,  left  the  bags  behind  him,  and  retired  to 
his  own  houfe. 

As  foon  as  the  robbery  was  made  known  at  the 
pod-office,  the  Poftmafter-general  offered  by  ad- 
vertifement,  as  is  ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  a  reward 
of  two  hundred  pounds  for  the  apprehenGon  of 
the  robber:  but  nothing  tranfpired  in  the  courfe 
of  feveral  weeks;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  offender 
might  have  remained  much  longer  undetected,  but 
for  the  following  circumftance. 

Stretton  ftill  continued  to  pay  his  addrefles  to 
the  butcher's  daughter;  but  her  father,  unwilling 
that  (he  fhould  marry  a  man  in  low  or  doubtful 
circurnftances,  was  continually  talking  to  Stretton 
on  the  fubjeft  of  money  matters ;  till  at  length  the 
latter  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  fLew  him  the  drafts 
in  his  poffeflion,  and  even  to  fend  a  porter  to 
Mr.  Boldero's,.  the  banker,  for  the  acceptance  of 
one  of  them,  that  no  doubt  might  remain  of  their 
being  good  notes :  but  the  porter  had  no  fooner 
prefented  the  bill,  than  he  was  detained,  and  a 
peace-officer,  and  other  perfons,  were  fent  in 
learch  of  Mr.  Stretton,  whom  they  found  at  his 
houfe. 

V.Np.  41.         £  They 
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They  enquired  how  he  came  to  be  pofleiled  of 
the  note  in  queftion :  to  which  he  replied,  that 
he  had  taken  it  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  from  a 
perfon  in  Bond-ftreet,  who  was  in  his  debt. 

This  ftory  did  not  feem  to  be  credited :  however 
a  coach  was  called ;  and  the  parties  went  together 
to  Bond-ftreet,  in  fearch  of  the  perfon  who  was 
faid  to  have  paid  the  bill:  but  no  fuch  man  could 
be  found;  on  which  the  fufpicions  againft  Stretton 
being  greatly  ftrengthened,  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
houfe  of  Sir  John  Fielding,  who  committed  him  to 
Newgate,  to  abide  the  event  of  a  trial. 

Objections  being  made  by  council  to  the  put- 
ting him  on  his  trial  at  the  firft  and  fecond  feflions 
after  his  commitment,  it  was  accordingly  brought 
on  at  the  third  *. 

When  Mr.  Stretton  was  put  on  his  trial,  full 
proof  arofe  that  the  drafts  and  notes  which  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  mail  were  found  in  his 
houfe,  and,  as  he  could  give  no  probable  account 
how  they  came  into  his  pofleflion,  there  was  a 
iirong  prefumptive,  amounting  aimoft  to  pofitive, 
proof  that  he  had  himfelf  committed  the  robbery; 
for  it  appeared  evident  to  the  jury,  that  a  tradef- 
rnan,  who  had  taken  thefe  bills  and  notes  in  the 
common  courfe  of  bufinefs,  could  have  accounted 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  became  poffeffed  of 
them,  or  at  leaft  of  the  greater  part  of  them. 

After  a  full  deliberation  on  the  cafe,  the  jury 
did  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  him  guilty,  the  con- 

fequence 

*  It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  to  the  credit  of  our 
courts  of  juftice,  that  the  flighted  argument,  which 
has  but  the  appearance  of  reafon,  is  fufficient  to 
influence  the  bench  in  favour  of  the  prifoner. 
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fequence  of  which  was,  that  he  received  fentence 
of  death. 

After  conviction  he  was  regular  in  his  attendance 
on  the  offices  of  divine  worfhip;  but  no  arguments 
that  were  made  ufe  of  could  prevail  on  him  to  ac- 
knowledge his  guilt ;  and  he  fteadily  perfifled  in 
a  denial  of  the  juftice  of  his  fentence.     Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  he  appeared  exceedingly  penitent  for 
all  the  faults  which  he  had  ever  committed ;  and 
declared  that  he  expelled  falvation  only  through 
the  merits  of  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  :  but  with, 
regard  to  robbing  the  mail,  he  infifted  that  he  had 
never  been  guilty  of  it,  and  that  he  detefled  the 
thought  of  fuch  an  execrable  bufinefs,  and  was 
totally  innocent  of  the  crime  alledged  againfl  him* 
Thefe  declarations  he  repeatedly  made;  and  on 
the  morning  of  execution,  when  he  was  called  down 
to  the  prefs-yard,  to  have  his  irons  knocked  off, 
he  was  urged  by  the  ordinary  of  Newgate  to  make 
an  explicit  confeffion  of  the  crime ;  but,  far  from 
doing  fo,  he  ftill  avowed  his  perfect  innocence. 

He  was  attended  to  the  place  of  execution  by 
immenfe  crouds  of  people,  who  wifhed  to  hear  ths 
dying  words  of  a  man  to  be  executed  for  fo  capital 
a  crime,  for  which  he  would  never  acknowledge 
tke  juftice  of  that  verdid  by  which  he  had  been 
Condemned. 

This  unhappy  man  fuffered  at  Tyburn,  on  the 
ift  of  Augull,  1770. 

Many  people  have  thought,,  it  impoflible,  and 
indeed  humanity  would  fuppofe  it  fo,  for  any  man 
to  die  with  a  lie  in  his  mouth;  but  in  the  cafe  of 
Stretton  it  will  be  very  hard  to  form  an  opinion  in 
his  favour ;  for,  if  he  did  not  obtain  the  notes  and 
drafts  by  robbing  the  mail,  how  did  he  obtain 
them  ?— -  If  he  could  have  given  an  honeft  account 
C  2 
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how  he  became  poflefled  of  them ;  if  he  could,  ar 
Shakefpear  emphatically  phrafes  it,  have  delivered 
"  a  round  unvarnifhed  tale,"  it  would  have  been 
almoft  impoffible  that  he  ftiould  have  been  con- 
vifted  ;  for  the  jurymen  of  this  country  (to  their 
honour  be  it  recorded)  are  exceedingly  tender  of 
the  lives  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  prefumption  then,  in  this  particular  cafe, 
is  very  ftrong  that  the  malefactor  muft  have  denied 
his  crime  from  a  fpecies  of  pride  altogether  un- 
warrantable. We  would  not  wifli  to  be  thought 
fevere  or  uncharitable  in  our  conjectures  ;  but  it 
is  improbable  that  any  man  could  have  been  pof- 
feffed  of  the  contents  of  a  mail,  which  had  been 
robbed,  without  knowing  how  they  came  into  his 
pofleflion. 

His  fending  the  draft  to  the  banker's  for  ac- 
ceptance is  a  proof  of  the  moft  egregious  folly ; 
for  he  muft  have  been  morally  certain  that  his 
meffenger  would  be  (topped,  and  that  his  own- 
detection  would  inevitably  enfue* 

If  we  fuppofe  that  his  love  induced  him  to  fake* 
this  dangerous  Hep;  we  fhould  recollect  that  he 
had  been  married  before,  and  was  therefore  the 
lefs  likely  to  have  been  involved  in  a  paflion  fa 
violent  as  to  tempt  him  to  fo  dangerous  an  expe- 
riment. 

Upon  the  whole,  notwithftanding  all  appear- 
ances to  the  contrary,  the  prefumption  is  very 
ftrong  that  this  man  was  in  diftrefled  circum- 
ftances,  which  he  fought  to  repair  by  marriage  5 
but  finding  his  hopes  at  lead  poftponed,  he  took 
the  moft  dangerous  method  imaginable  to  repair 
his  fhattered  fortune. 

•It  is  aftonifhing  that,  during  his  ficknefs,  he 
fhould  not  have  bad  recollection  enough  to  induce 

him 
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him  to  defift  from  carrying  into  execution  the  dan- 
gerous plan  he  had  formed.  In  general,  licknefs 
is  productive  of  thoughts  more  ferious  than  thofe 
which  attend  us  in  perfect  health :  but  the  whole 
of  this  unhappy  man's  conduct  mould  teach  us  to 
pray  continually  for  the  affifting  grace  of  God, 
that  we  may  not  be  led  into  temptation,  but  deli- 
vered from  all  the  evils  that  furround  us;  fo  that, 
after  a  fhort  paffage  through  this  troublefome 
world,  we  may  be  received  into  the  arms  of  eter- 
nal mercy ! 


Account  of  the  Trials  of  LUKE  CANNON  and 
JOHN  SIDAY,  who  fuffered  for  Burglary, 
with  fome  Account  of  their  Behaviour. 

AT  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  the 
month  of  February,  1771,  Luke  Cannon, 
and  John  Siday  were  indicted  for  breaking  and 
entering  the  dwelling  •  houfe  of  the  honourable 
Edward  Stratford  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1 2th  of  January  preceding,  and  Mealing 
lilver  plate,  gold  rings,  diamonds,  and  a  variety 
of  other  valuable  articles,  to  the  amount  of  two 
thoufand  pounds. 

It  would  be  equally  ufelefs  and  tedious  to  re- 
count the  particulars  of  the  indi&ment  ;  for  the 
things  ftolen  were  fo  very  numerous,  that  the  bare 
recital  of  them  would  fill  fome  pages  of  this  work. 

Mary  Brain,  who  had  been  a  fervant  to  Mr. 
Stratford  at  the  time  of  the  robbery,  depofed, 
that  Cannon  had  likewife  lived  with  her  matter, 
but  had  been  difcharged  en  the  zd  of  January  • 

that 
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that  Siday  came  For  fome  cloaths  which  Cannon 
had  left  behind  him  j  but  that  the  fervants  would 
not  deliver  them,  as  they  conceived  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  come  thiiher.  She  faid  that  there  was 
an  area  before  the  window  of  the  fore  kitchen, 
which  (he  found  to  be  faft  at  ten 'o'clock,  and  that 
the  kitchen  window-ftmtter  was  fecure  at  eight 
o'clock  ;  and  likewife  that  the  robbers  muft  have 
entered  at  the  fore-kitchen. 

Alexander  Cornelius  depofed^hat  he  was  a  fer- 
vant  of  Mr.  Stratford ;  and  that  when  he  arofe  on 
the  morning  of  the  I2th  of  January,  he  found  a 
prefs  burft  open  which  he  had  fafely  locked  on  the 
preceding  night,  and  that  the  plate  was  gone  :  that 
he  found  the  plate  cheft  in  the  houfe-keeper's  room 
burft  open ;  that  the  fafh  in  the  window  of  the  area 
had  been  burft,  and  the  cords  were  hanging  to  it  ; 
and  that  he  obferved  many  fpecks  of  wax  about 
the  hall,  and  fome  dirt  which  was  not  there  on  the 
preceding  night.  He  faid  he  had  not  been  above 
ten  or  eleven  days  in  Mr.  Stratford's  fervice,  and 
was  ignorant, of  what  was  loft  out  of  the  houfe- 
keeper's  room. 

Elizabeth  Chamberlayne  (the  houfe-keeper) 
confirmed  as  much  "of  Cornelius's  evidence  as 
came  within  her  knowledge,  and  laid  that  nothing 
was  ftolen  from  her  room  except  the  plate.  She 
depofed  that  Cannon  entered  into  Mr.  Stratford's 
fervice  at  Bath ;  but  fhe  had  never  feen  Siday  till 
after  he  was  taken  into  cuftody. 

Mr.  Stratford  gave  the  particulars  of  his  having 
been  robbed,  as  far  as  he  could  be  acquainted  with 
them  :  he  faid,  that  he  had  taken  Cannon  into  his 
iervice  at  Bath,  but  difcharged  him  on  the  fecond 
of  January,  on  finding  him  much  fluftied  with  li- 
quor, 
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quor,  as  he  made  it  a  rule  never  to  keep  a  fervant 
who  was  attached  to  the  vice  of  drunkennefs. 

Mofes  Levi,  a  dealer  in  old  cloaths,  depofed, 
that  Siday  called  him  into  his  lodgings  in  Seacoal- 
lane  on  the  21  ft  of  January,  when  Cannon  was 
prefent,  and  that  he  bought  of  Siday  fome  valua- 
ble cloaths,  and  650  ounces  of  plate,  paying  for  it 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  in 
cafh  and  a  note;  and  that  he  paid  a  part  of  the 
fum  to  Siday,  and  a  part  to  Cannon  ;  and  farther, 
that  he  fold  the  plate  to  Jacob  Jacobs,  the  fon  of 
Lazarus  Jacobs.  The  teftimony  of  the  witnefs 
was  pofitive,  that  both  the  prifoners  were  prefent 
at  the  time  he  made  the  purchafe. 

There  were  a  variety  of  corroborative  circum-* 
fiances,  tending  to  prove  the  ftealing  and  felling 
of  the  plate  and  other  effects  :  but -the  affair  was 
Co  clear  to  the  jury,  that  they  did  not  hefitate 
to  find  the  prifoners  guilty ;  in  confequence  of 
which  they  received  fentence  of  death. 

At  the  fame  time  Lazarus  Jacobs,  Jacob  Jacobs, 
and  Michael  Glannon,  were  tried  for  receiving 
the  ftolen  effects  ;  when  Lazarus  was  acquitted, 
but  Jacob  Jacobs  and  Glannon  were  convicted, 
and  fentenced  to  betranfportedfor  four  teen  years, 
though  they  made  very  artful  defences,  and  Glan- 
non particularly  brought  many  people  to  teftify 
to  his  character : — but  character  will  have  little 
weight  againft  pofitive  evidence. 

After  conviction,  the  behaviour  of  Cannon  and 
Siday  was  by  no  means  adapted  to  their  unhappy 
fituation.  They  were  attended,  as  ufual  in  fuch 
qafes,  by  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  but  paid  little 
regard  to  his  pious  exhortations. 

On  the  morning  of  execution  Siday  behaved  in 
the  moft  hardened  manner ;  and  of  three  others 

that 
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that  were  condemned  to  fuffer,  one  of  them 
ftruck  (he  executioner  when  he  was  put  into  the 
cart. 

Imtnenfe  crowds  of  fpeclators  attended  thefe  un- 
happy young  men  to  the  place  of  their  fatal  exit; 
for  their  crimes  had  been  much  the  fubjecl:  of 
public  converfation.  Siday,  in  particular,  had 
been  concerned  with  George  Birch  in  "Breaking 
open  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Greenfield,  linen-draper, 
in  Fleet-ftreet,  and  robbing  it  of  goods  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  thirteen  hundred  pounds. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution, 
Cannon  faid,  that  he  had  been  a  fingle  man,  a 
married  man,  an  honeft  man,  and  a  rogue,  with- 
in a  twelvemonth ;  and  in  which  time  he  fhould 
fuffer. 

Luke  Cannon  and  John  Siday  were  executed 
at  Tyburn  on  the  zjth  of  February,  1771. 

Of  Cannon  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  any 
farther  particulars  than  what  may.  be  gathered  from 
the  courfe  of  the  evidence  above  recited.  With 
regard  to  Siday,  we  are  told,  that  he  was  born  of 
refpe&able  parents,  well  educated,  and  apprenticed 
to  the  very  genteel  profeffion  of  a  Printer.  What 
ufe  he  made  of  thefe  advantages  is  but  too  plainly 
feen  in  the  preceding  narrative. 

An  early  attachment  to  bad  company,  an  early 
introduction  to  the  paths  of  vice,  led  with  rapid 
and  certain  fuccefs  to  his  ruin.  Such  ruin  may 
be  expected,  and  ought  to  be  dreaded,  by  every 
youth  who  dare  not  have  the  refolution  of  tread- 
ing in  the  paths  of  virtue. 

Yet,  when  we  confider  how  much  more  eafy  it 
is  to  be  honeft  than  otherwife,  how  fafe  and  how 
plain  is  the  path  of  jduty,  one  would  wonder  that 

any 
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any  could  be  blind  enough  to  deviate  into  the  ways 
of  error ! 

From  a  fcrious  confideration  of  the  cafe  before 
us,  youth  mould  be  taught  that  a  fteady  and  unre- 
mitting pcrfevcrance  in  the  line  of  duty,  whatever 
little  inconveniencies  ma$  feem  to  attend  them  at  the 
time,  will  infallibly  tend  to  promote  their  welfare, 
temporal  and  eternal. 

What  perfon  in  his  fenfes  would  condefcend  to 
be  a^rogue,  when  it  is  fo  much  his  intercft  to  be 
honeft  ?  To  fay  nothing  of  highe~r  confederations, 
the  mere  credit  of  living  in  reputation,  and  being 
fpoken  well  of  by  all  our  neighbours,  fhould  be 
fufficient  to  put  vice  out  of  fafhion  ! 

In  the  cafe  before  us  one  excellent  leflbn  is  taught 
to  fervants  :  Mr.  Stratford  difchargcd  Cannon,  be- 
caufe  he  found  him  in  liquor. — Tne  reafon  was  a 
good  one.  The  man  who  wilt  difguife  himfelf,  fo 
as  not  to  have  the  command  of  his  own  intellects, 
can  never  be  the  faithful  fervant  of  any  matter. 


A  full  and  particular  Account  of  the  Cafes  of 
LEVI  WEIL,  ASHER  WEIL,  J'ACOB  LA- 
ZARUS, and  SOLOMON  PORTER,  who  were 
convicted  of,  and  executed  for,  Robbery  and 
Murder. 

TH  E   circumftance  of  the  robbery   at  Mrs. 
Hutchins's  houie  at  Chelica,  and  the  murder 
that  was  the  comequcnce  of  this  egregious  violation 
of  the  laws,  mull  be  within  .the  memory  of  aimoft 
all  our  readers  ;   but  as  the  affair   was  greatly  the 
fubjed  of  public  converfation  at   the  tune,  and  a 
whole    body   of    people    were    intuited   lor    the 
Vot.V.  No.  42.  D  crime* 
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crimes  of  a  few  individuals,  we  think  it  proper  to 
be  as  exact  as  poflible  in  the  recital  of  particulars. 

The  fubjech  of  this  fhocking  narrative  were  all 
of  them  Jews ;  and  fuch  were  their  proceedings,  that 
it  may  be  eafily  conceived  that  they  were  a  difgracc 
to  people  of  any  perfuafion. 

Levi  Weil  had  bee~n  educated  in  a  rank  above 
his  accomplices.  He  had  ftudied  phyiic  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Leyden,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the 
degree  of  Doctor  in  that  faculty ;  and  then  coming 
to  England,  he  practifed  phyiic  in  London,  with 
no  inconfiderable  degree  of  fuccefs,  and  was  always 
known  by  the  name  of  Doctor  Weil :  but  fo  deftl- 
tute  was  he  of  all  principle,  and  fuch  was  the  de- 
pravity of  his  heart,  that  he  determined  to  engage 
in  the  dangerous  practice  of  robbery  ;  and,  having 
formed  this  fatal  resolution;  he  wrote  to  Amfter- 
dam  to  fome  poor  Jews  to  came  to  England,  and 
alM  him  in  his  intended  depredations  on  the  pub- 
lic ;  and  at  the  fame  time  informed  them  that 
in  England  large  fums  were  to  be  acquired  by  the 
practice  of  thefr. 

The  inconfiderate  men  no  fooner  received  Dr. 
Weil's  letter,  than  they  procured  a  paffport  from 
the  Englifh  conful,  and,  embarking  in  the  Harwich 
packet-boat,  arrived  in  England.  4 

They  loft  no  time  in  repairing  to  London  ;  and 
immediately  attending  Dr.  Weil,  he  informed  them 
that  his  plan  was,  that  ,they  mould  go  out  in  the 
day-time,  and  minutely  furvey  fuch  houfes  near 
London  as  might  probably  afford  a  good  booty  in 
the  night. 

In  purluance  of  this  plan  they  robbed  the  houfe 
of  a  lady  near  Chelhunt  in  Hertford  (hire,  and  like*, 
wife  that  of  Mr.  Barclay  nearEndfield,  whence  the/ 
carried  off  plate  and  calh  to  a  confiderable  amount. 

This 
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This  courfe  of  life  they  continued  for  fome 
always  binding  the  fervants  in  the  houfes  which 
they  robbed,  and  leaving  them  in  that  fituation  tilt 
they  might  be  relieved  by  any  perfon  who  (hould 
witnefs  their  diftrefs ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
villains  haftened  to  London  with  their  ill-acquired 
booty.— But  we  now  proceed  to  relate  the  particu- 
lars of  the  dreadful  crime  which  ended  in  the  death 
of  the  four  malefadors  whofe  names  are  mentioned 
at  the  head  of  this  narrative. 

Mrs.  Hutchins  was  a  widow-lady,  who  occu- 
pied a  very  considerable  farm  in  the  King's-road, 
Chelfea;  and  the  Jews  having  made  artful  enqui- 
ries into  her  circumftances,  and  finding  a  probabi- 
lity of  obtaining  a  valuable  booty,  they,  formed  the 
resolution  of  robbing  her  houfe. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan  they  went  to  Chelfea  on 
the  evening  of  the  nth  of  June,  1771  ;  and  having 
fauntered  in  the  fields  till  theclock  had  ftruck  ten,they 
then  went  to  the  houfe,of  Mrs.  Hutchins,  and  knock- 
ing at  the  door  it  was  opened  by  a  maid-fervant. 

The  door  was  no  fooner  opened  than  eight  Jews 
rufhed  into  the  houfe.  At  this  time  Mrs.  Hutchins 
was  in  the  parlour^  but>  hearing  the  barking  of  her 
dog,  me  ran  forwards,  to  learn  what  occalioned 
the  difturbance,  when  me  found  that  the  girl's 
Cap  was  torn  by  the  villains,  who  were  treating 
her  with  very  unwarrantable  feverity.  Mrs.  Hutch- 
ins would  have  aflifted  the  girl,  but  Doctor  Weil 
feized  on  her,  and  compelled  her  to  fit  down  in  a 
chair;  after  which  he  threw  part  of  her  clothea 
over  her  head,  to  prevent  her  having  a  view  of  the 
houfe-breakers ;  and  he  threatened  to  murder  Mrs. 
Hutchins,  if  me  made  any  difturbance. 

Terrified  into  fubmiflion,  ihe  promifed  to  remain 
in  her  prefent  fituauon ;  and  in  the  mean  time  live 
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of  the  Jews  wept  up  flairs  to  a  room  where  Jofeph 
Slow,  and  William  Stone,  two  men-fervants  of 
Mrs.  Hutchins,  were  in  bed  together,  and  in  a 
found  fleep.  Doctor  Weil  gave  Stone  a  violent 
blow  oiv the  breaft,  by  which  he  was  awakened; 
and  Slow  ftarting  up  at  that  inftant,  one  of  the 
villains  cried  out,  "  {hoot  him;  "  and  a  piftol  was. 
immediate!}  fired,  the  ball  from  which  took  place 
in  the  body  of  Slow,  who  inftantly  exclaimed, 
<{  Lortf  have  mercy  on  me  !  I  am  murdered,  I  am 
"  murdered." 

The  villa  ins  now  dragged  the  body  of  the  wound- 
ed man  towards  the  head  of  the  flairs,  which  being 
obferved  by  Srone,  he  made  his  efcape  out  of  the 
•window  ;  but,  before  he  had  effected  his  efcape,  he 
\vas  fired  at  by  one  of  the  gang;  though  happily 
the  fhot  did  not  take  effect, 

They  now  proceeded  to  plunder  the  houfe, 
and  obtained  a  confiderable  booty  in  plate.  After 
this  they  applied  to  Mrs.  Hufthins  for  money.  She 
gave  them  her  watch  ;  but  dill  they  infifted  on 
money,  which  they  faid  they  came  for,  and  would 
have,  or  they  would  dcftroy  her.  One  of  them 
(truck  her  fo  forcibly  on  the  mouth,  as  to  loofen  a 
tooth  ;  on  which,  in  the  dread  of  ftill  farther  vio- 
lence, (he  went  up  ftairs  with  them,  and  gave  them 
iixty-four  guineas. 

Having  thus  obtained'  all  the  booty  they  could, 
the  villains  quitted  the  houfe ;  on  which  Mrs. 
Hutchins  went  to  fee  how  her  fervants  had  fared 
in  this  horrid  violation  of  law  and  humanity.  She 
found  two  of  the  maid-fervants  bound  together; 
and  no  fooner  had  me  given  them  their  liberty, 
than  the  wounded  man  approached  her,  and  faid, 
"  How  are  you,  Madam? — for  I  am  dead." — Thefe 
words  were  fcarcely  pronounced,  when  he  dropped 
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on  the  floor  ;  and,  having  languifhed  under  the 
moll  excruciating  pains  till  the  afternoon-  of  the 
following  day,  he  then  expired,  leaving  behind  him 
a  wife  and  two  children  to  lament  his  lofs. 

The  murderen  having  effected  a  perfect  efcape, 
remained  undifcovered  for  a  confiderable  time,  till 
Daniel  Ifaacs,.one  of  the  gang,  became  the  means, 
in  the  hand  of  Providence,  of  difcovering  his  ac- 
complices. The  cafe  was  this. — Ifaacs  was  one  of 
thofe  unhappy  men  who  had  been  induced  to  come 
from  Holland  in  confcquence  of  Dr.  Weil's  letter; 
and  being  now  reduced  tocircurr.ftancesxof  diftrefs, 
he  applied  for  affiftanceio  the  elders  "of  the  Jewilh 
fynagogue. 

The  treafurer  of  the  fynagorrue,  Mr.  Mvers,  * 
refufed  Ifaacs  any  immediate  affiftance,  urging  as  a 
reafon,  that  he  had  acted  improperly  in  leaving 
his  native  country,  Holland,  where  he  might  have 
probably  obtained  ah  honeft  livelihood,  and  com- 
ing to  England,  where  he  could  not  have  an  equal 
chance  of  living  in  credit. 

The  robbery  and  murder  at  Mrs.  Hutchins's  was 
no  fooner  known,  than  a  reward  was  oifcred,  from 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  for  the  apprehenfnn 
of  the  offenders ;  and  this  offer  was  feco  ;ded  by  that 
of  a  much  more  confiderable  reward  from  the  city 
of  London:  on  which,  Ifaacs,  greatlv  reduced  by 
poverty,  and  tempted  by  the  profpeet  of  the  re- 
ward, went  to  Mr.  Myers,  whom  he  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  whole  of  the  (hocking  trahfaclion. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Myers  took  Ifaacs  to  Sir  John 
$ielding's  office,  where  he  was  ftridly  examined, 

and 

*  Mr.  Myers  was  always  as  ready  to  promote  the 
punifhment  of  dilhoneft  Jews,  as  to  protect  hontft 
men  of  the  fame  religion. 
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and  admitted  an  evidence  againft  his  accomplices, 
fix  of  whom  were  foon  apprehended ;  but  the  other 
made  his  efcape,  and  it  is  fuppofed  he  went  abroad, 
as  he  has  not  been  heard  of  lince. 

'At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1771,  Levi  Weil,  Alher  Weil, 
tylarcus  Hartogh,  Jacob  Lazarus,  Solomon  Porter, 
Lazarus  Harry,  and  Abraham  Linevill  (the  party 
who  had  abfconded ) ,  were  indicted  for  the  felony  and 
murder  above-mentioned ;  when  the  two  of  the 
name  of  Weil,  with  Jacob  Lazarus,  and  Solomon 
Porter,  were  capitally  convicted  ;  and  Marcus  Har- 
togh, and  Lazarus  Harry,  -were  acquitted. 

Thcfe  men,  as  is  cuftomary  in  all  cafes  of  mur- 
der, when  it  can  be  made  convenient  to  the  court, 
were  tried  on  a  Friday ;  and  on  the  following 
day  they  were  anathematized  in  the  fynagogue. 

As  their  execution  was  to  take  place  on  the 
Monday  following,  one  of  their  Rabbies  went  to 
them  in  the  prefs-yard  of  Newgate,  and  delivered 
to  each  of  them  a  Hebrew  book ;  but  declined  at- 
tending them  to  the  place  of  death,  nor  even  prayed 
with  them  at  the  time  of  his  vifit. 

They  were  attended  to  the  place  of  execution 
by  immenfe  crowds  of  people,  who  were  anxious 
to  witnefs  the  exit  of  wretches  whofe  crimes  had 
been  fo  much  the  object  of  public  notice. 

Having  prayed  together,  and  fung  an  hymn  in 
the  Hebrew'  language,  they  were  launched  into 
eternity.  After  the  bodies  had  hung  the  cuftom- 
ary time,  that  of  Doctor  Weil  was  delivered  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Royal  Academy,  while  thofe  of 
his  accomplices  were  conveyed  to  Surgeons'- hall  to 
be  diflected. 

Thefe  victims  to  the  violated  laws  fuffered  at 
Tyburn  on  the  grh  of  Decembe,^  1771. 

Every 
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Every  one  who  has  read  this  narrative,  will 
allow  that  the  crime  of  the  above-mentioned  ma- 
lefactors was  of  the  firft  magnitude ;  and  that  the 
forfeit  they  paid  was  not  too  great  for  the  offences 
they  had  committed  j — burglary  and  murder  equal- 
ly uprbvoked : — but  their  crime,  conviction,  and 
execution,  gave  rife  to  a  fcene  of  infult  and  inhu- 
manity highly  reproachful  to  the  lower  ranks  of 
people  in  London :  nor  were  thofe  in  fuperior  lla- 
tiqns  wholly  diverted  of  it. 

A  Jew  could  fcarcely  pafs  the  fireets  but  he  wa» 
upbraided  with  the  words, "  Hutchins/'and  "  Chel- 
fea,"  and  many  of  them  were  pulled  by  the  beards ; 
while  thofe,  who  ought  to  have  taken  the  infulters 
into  cuftody,  flood  calmly  by,  and  triumphed  in 
the  infult. 

All  this  might  arife  from  what  they  thought  to 
be,  and,  perhaps,  might  be,  generous  impulfes  j 
but  (hall  any  perfon  of  liberal  breeding  fee  a  iellow- 
fubject  infulted,  in  defiance  of  law  and  reafon,  and 
not  endeavour  to  protect  him  ?  £11  the  rights  of 
humanity,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  the  land,  forbid 
the  fuppofition. 

There  is  fomething  wanionly  cruel  in  affronting 
the  whole  body  of  a  people,  becaufe  a  few  indi- 
viduals of  that  people  have  rendered  themfclves 
obnoxious  by  the  atrocity  of  their  guilt.  As  well 
might  we  affront  an  Englifhman,  becaufe  an  Eng* 
liftiman  may  have  fuffered  the  fentence  of  the  law, 
as  a  Jew,  becaufe  that  fatal  fentence  may  have 
followed  the  crimes  of  fome  of  his  profeflion. 

In  this  cafe,  to  put  all  considerations  of  good 
manners  and  decorum  out  of  the  queftion,  chriftian 
chanty  ought  to  prevail ;  and  we  fhpuld  no  mord 
quarrel  with  a  man  becaufe  he  cannot  coincide  with 

us 
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us  in  fentiments,  than  we  mould  for  not  being  bora 
with  us  at  the~fame  time  and  place  with  ourfelves. 

A  true  chriftian  will  pity  and  forgive  the  errors 
of  a  Jew : — he  has  the  glorious  light  of  the  gofpel 
to  guide  him;  and  devoutly  ought  he  to  be  thankful' 
for  its  fuperior  influence!  The  Jews  hope, for  £ 
Mcfiiah  to  come  :  we  boafl  of  the  revelation  already 
made  ;  and  furely  our  companion  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended to  thofe  whom  we  think  lefs  happy  than 
ourfelves  : — This  is  the  very  eflence  of  charity ; 
and  he,  who  cannot  pity  the  man  that  he  thinksln 
diftrefs,  is  fcarcely  deferving  of  pity  from  others. 

Chriftians  ought  to  offer  up  their  moll  ardent 
thanks  to  God  who  has  bellowed  on  them  the  blefs- 
ings  of  divine  revelation  ;  and  well  may  they  fay, 
in  the  words  of  the  poet, 

Lord  I  afcribe  it  to  thy  grace, 
And  not  to  chance,  as  others  do, 

That  I  was  born  of  Chriftian  race, 
And  not  a  Heathen,  or  a  Jew. 

What  would  the  ancient  Jewifh  kings, 
And  Jewifh  prophets,  once  have  given, 

Could  they  have  heard  the  glorious  things, 
Which  Chrift  reveal'd,  and  brought  from  hea- 

[ven  I 

After  all,, much  muft  be  allowed  to  the  farce  of 
birth,  and  the  prejudice  of  education;  nor  can  the 
fincereft  Chriftian,  firm  as*he  thinks  he  treads' on 
chriftian  ground,  be  allured,  that  he  fhould  not 
have  been  a  Jew,  if  he  had  been  born  of  Jewilh 
parents,  and  educated  in  that  perfuafion. 

Humility,  therefore,  and  devout  reverence  for 
the  blcifin£s  of  the  gofpel-revelation.  are  the  great 

•     r** 
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leflbns  to  be  drawn  from  this  ferious  conclufion 
of  a  very  melancholy  tale ;  and  we  hope  they  will 
be  properly  attended  to  by  all  our  readers ! 


Account  of  the  extraordinary  Cafes  of  EDWARD 
BIRCH,  and  MATTHEW  MARTIN,  who 
were  hanged  at  Tyburn  for  Forgery,  with  fome 
Account  of  their  Behaviour  after  Convi&ion. 

THE  firft  mentioned  of  thefe  malefactors, 
Birch,  was  the  fon  of  very  refpe&able  parents, 
and  born  at  Hereford ;  and  after  having  received 
a  very  liberal  education,  he  ferved  as  a  lieutenant 
in  the  militia  during  the  late  war. 

Being  concerned  in  a  matter  refpe&ing  a  family 
eftate,  the  right  of  which  was  litigating  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  he  came  to  London  in  the  yeai 
1766  ;  and  as  his  bufinefs  obliged  him  to  ftay  in 
town  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  being  of  a 
fcheming  turn  of  mind,  and  poflefled  of  fome  mo- 
ney, he  determined  to  employ  it  in  fome  manner 
that  he  ihought  would  prove  advantageous. 

While  he  was  deliberating  on  the  beft  method 
of  difpofing  of  his  money,  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  perfon  named  Cobb,  a  mechanic  of  lingular 
ingenuity,  who  had  contrived  a  machine  for  the 
catching  of  fifh  in  much  greater  numbers  than  by 
the  ufual  methods. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  not  in  circumftances  to  carry  his 
plan  into  execution,  yet  was  exceedingly  anxious 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  ingenuity.  It  is  not  there- 
fore to  be  wondered  at,  that  he  readily  embraced 

VOL.  V.  No,  42.        £  an 
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an  offer  of  pajtneifnip  with  Birch,  who  was  able  to 
lay  down  the  fum  that  might  be  wanted  for  the 
completion  of  the  fcheme.  This  being  the  fitua- 
tion  of  both  parties,  the  partnerfhip  of  courfe  en- 
fued,  the  terms  of  which  were  very  advantageous 
to  Birch. 

Mr.  Cobb  having  procured  a  patent  to  fecure 
to  him  the  fole  emoluments  to  arife  from  hi» 
fcheme,  Birch  advanced  the  money  to  pay  for  it, 
and  a  farther  fum  to  fit  out  a  veffel,  which  was 
fent  to  fea  under  the  immediate  dire&ion  of  Cobb. 
This  flep  was  intended  only  as  an  effort  of  the 
fuccefs  that  was  likely  to  attend  the  fcheme ;  but 
as  the  firfl  trial  exceeded  the  mort  fanguine  ex- 
pectations of  either  party,  Birch  formed  the  un- 
generous delign  of  becoming  fole  proprietor  of  the 
patent. 

With  this  view  he  found  a  pretence  to  quarrel 
with  Cobb.  The  fcheme  did  not  take  complete 
effefl ;  but  the  partnerftiip  was  diffolved  on  the 
following  terms,  viz.  "  that  Birch  fliould  be  al- 
*'  lowed  the  ufe  of  Cobb's  machine  to  fifti  with  till 
"  fuch  time  as  the  money  owing,  to  him  was  paid, 
"  while  Cobb  was  to  carry  on  the  filhery  in  what 
"  manner  he  thought  proper."  This  agreement 
took  place  early  in  the  year  176?,  aftd  Cobb  being 
now  reduced  to  very  low  circurnftances,  embarked 
for  Denmark,  where  he  continued  many  months. 

Birch,  in  the  mean  time,  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  very  confiderable  fortune 
by  the  new  project  ;  and  at  this  time  he  married 
a  girl,  with  whom  he  received  a  fortune  of  five 
hundred  pounds.  During  Mr. Cobb's  abfence  from 
England,  Birch  went  to  South  Wales,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  filhery,  which,  for 

forae 
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Come  months,   was  attended  with  as  great  fuccefs 
as  could  have  been  expe&ed. 

In  order  to  difpofe  to  advantage  of  the  fifh  thus 
taken,  an  agent  was  employed  to  leJl  them  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  they  were  regularly  fent  up  in  machines 
conftructed  for  bringing  them  up  with  expedition, 
and  wkhout  injury. 

Jt  happened  that  a  quarrel  arofe  between  Birch 
and  the  perfon  who  was  his  agent,  respecting  the 
punctuality  of  payments;  on  which  the  latter  was 
arrefted  by  Birch ;  bnt  he  inftantly  gave  bail  to 
the  action,  and  then  prevailed  on  a  rope-maker 
to  arreft  Mr.  Birch, 

Thele  matters  were  litigated  with  the  utmoft 
warmth  and  imprudence  on  both  fides;  till,  at 
length,  Birch  found  himfclf  fo  embarrafled  by  the 
expences  of  law,*  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  re- 
fuge in  a  prifon. 

The  bufinefs  of  his  fifhery  was  now  wholly  ne- 
glefted,  and  at  length  he  determined  to  take  the 
bene6t  of  an  infolvent  a£;  and  it  is  faid  that  he 
was  perjured  in  this  matter,  fwearing  that  he  was 
in  Ireland  at  the  time  prefcribed  by  law,  though  he 
had  not  been  out  of  this  kingdom  ;  but  this  we  do 
pot  aver  as  a  fa&,  unwilling  to  load  the  unfortu- 
nate, and  the  deceafed,  with  the  imputation  of 
crimes  which  poffibly  they  may  never  have  com- 
mitted ;  and  we  are  the  more  diffident  of  admit- 
ting the  alledged  crime  in  this  particular  cafe,  be- 
caufe  it  is  probable,  that  if  Birch  had  been  per- 
jured, he  would  have  been  profecuted  with  the 
utmoft  feverity  of  the  law. 

Be 


*  Surely  no  man  in  his  fenfes  would  deliberately 
embark  ia  law.  How  many  jnftances  do  we  fee 
of  the  lawyers  fwallowing  up  the  whole  property ! 
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Be  this  as  it  may,  he  was  now  in  circumftances 
of  great  diftrefs,  having  no  other  fupport  for  him- 
felf  and  his  wife  than  what  arofe  from  the  cafual 
bounty  of  his  friends. 

We  are  told,  that  for  a  year  after  he  was  cleared 
by  the  act  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  he 
was  perpetually  devifing  fchemes  to  raife  moneys 
fome  of  which  were  not  the  moft  laudable  ;  and 
that  at  length  he  engaged  in  a  forgery,  not  lefs 
extraordinary  in  the  defign,  thau  fatal  in  its  con- 
iequences.  * 

It  happened  that  Sir  Andrew  Chadwick,  who 
was  one  of  the  band  of  gentlemen  penfioners,  was 
in  poffeffion  of  e  flares  to  a  very  confiderable  amount. 
Sir  Andrew,  having  attained  a  very  great  age,  had 
repeatedly  drawn  his  will,  at  diftant  periods,  but 
had  not  figned  his  name  to  any  will  that  he  had 
made,  though  there  were  many  copies  of  what  he 
intended  to  have  done  for  his  relations  and  imme- 
diate heirs  at  law. 

Birch  becoming  acquainted  with  a  woman  who 
had  found  one  of  the  wills  in  an  old  trunk  that 
had  been  the  property  of  Sir  Andrew,  the  former 
feemed  to  think,  on  the  perufal  of  it,  that  fome 
emolument  might  arife  from  the  pofleffion  of  this 
paper. 

In  a  fhort  time  afterwards  Sir  Andrew  died ; 
and  no  will  regularly  executed  being  found,  a 
gentleman  of  Lancafhire,  who  had  married  a  niece 
of  the  deceafed,  took  pofleflion  of  his  fortune, 
in  defecT:  of  claim  being,  made  by  any  nearer 
relation. 

In  the  mean  time  Birch  made  diligent  enquiry 
after  the  relations  of  Sir  Andrew,  and  at  length 
found  that  one  of  them,  who  lived  in  Ireland, 
bad  a  better  title  to  the  eltate  than  the  perfon 

3  who 
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who  was  then  in  poiTefiion  of  it.  With  a  view  to 
make  a  private  advantage,  Birch  made  known  his 
difcovery  to  Matthew  Martin,  the  other  fubject  of 
this  melancholy  narrative.  Martin  was  a  watch- 
maker by  profeflion,  and  in  eafy  circumftances. 
He  advanced  a  fum  of  money  to  enable  Birch  to 
go  to  Ireland,  and  find  out  the  right  heir  to  the 
eflate. 

Birch  fet  out  on  this  expedition  ;  and  having 
found  more  than  one  claimant,  he  returned  to 
London,  and  made  a  new  will  in  the  name  of  the 
deceafed,  conveying  the  fortune  to  the  Irifli  rela- 
tions. This  being  done,  Birch  and  Martin  fub- 
mitted  the  forged  will  to  the  infpeftion  of  an  at- 
torney; and  it  was  agreed  to  commence  an  action 
for  recovery,  againlt  the  gentleman  who  was  in 
pofleflion  of  the  etlate. 

It  appeared  that  the  prefumptive  will  had  been 
dated  in  the  year  1764;  but  iome  drafts  of  wills 
made  fince  that  time  by  Sir  Andrew  Chadwick 
being  found  among  the  papers  of  the  deceafed, 
a  fuipicion  arofe  that  a  forgery  had  been  committed 
in  the  bufmefs  :  on  which  Birch  and  Martin  were 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  carried  to  Sir  John  Field- 
ing's office,  where  Birch's  behaviour  was  plaufible 
in  a  very  high  degree  ;  and  he  gave  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  his  becoming  poffeCred  of  the  will,  as 
would  have  fatisfied  perfons  not  aware  of  the 
knavery  of  mankind.  Several  perfons  attended  at 
the  office,  ready  to  bail  Birch  and  Martin  ;  but 
the  magiflrate  refufed  to  accept  of  any  bail,  and 
.  committed  the  prifoners  to  Newgate. 

In  the  interim  between  the  commitment  and  the 
trial,  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  circum(tances 
happened  that  was  ever  recorded  in  a  work  of  this 
jiature.  A  paper-maker  who  lived  at  Maiditone, 

being 
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being  in  town  on  his  private  bufinefs,  fell  into 
company  with  the  attorney  who  was  employed 
to  carry  on  the  profecution;  and  the  converfation 
Jiappening  to  turn  on  the  circumftances  of  the 
prefumed  forgery,  he  begged  to  have  a  fight  of 
the  will,  which  at  this  time  being  in  the  hands  of 
Sir1  John  Fielding,  the  attorney  took  him  to  the 
office  of  that  magistrate,  where  the  will  was  pre- 
fented  to  hirn;  and  no  fooner  had  he  taken  a  view 
of  it.  than  he  declared,  that  in  the  year  1768  he 
Jiad  made  the  paper  on  which  that  very  will  was 
written. 

The  trial  of  the  prifoners  was  brought  on  at  th« 
enfuing  feffion  of  gaol  delivery  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
The  paper-maker  above  mentioned  was  an  evi- 
dence, and  the  moft  material  one,  on  the  trial ; 
for  he  proved,  that  the  paper  had  a  mark  upon  it, 
which  he  himfelf  invented  in  the  year  1768,  and 
he  pofitively  fwore  that  the  paper  was  of  his  own 
manufacture. 

Though  there  were  feveral  collateral  proofs  of 
the  fa£fc,  yet  they  would  not  have  been  of  fufficient 
weight  to  convict  the  prifoners,  but  for  this  pofi-, 
live  evidence  of  the  paper-maker.  Birch  crofs- 
examined  the  witnefles  in  fucli  a  manner  as  proved 
that  he  was  a  man  of  fubtlety  and  addrefs;  but, 
liotwithftanding  all  his  artifices,  both  the  prifoners 
were  found  guilty,  after  a  trial  which  continued 
thirteen  hojurs. 

The  council  for  the  convi&s  moved  an  arreft  of 
judgment  on  the  laft  day  of  the  fefuons,  founded 
on  a  point  of  law  prefumed  to  have  ari.fen  in  their 
favour..  No  objection  being  made  to  this  motion, 
the  lenience  was  poftponed  till  the  final  opinion 
of  the  learned  judges  bad  been  taken  on  the  cafe. 

This 
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This  cafe  was  learnedly  argued  before  the  judges 
(nine  of  whom  were  prefent)  at  Serjeants'-inn- 
hall,  in  Michaelmas  term,  1771  ;  when  the  reve- 
rend bench  was  unanimous  in  opinion,  that  the 
convicls  were  guilty  of  the  critne  alledged  againft 
them  ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  con- 
demned to  die. 

After  fentence  of  death  was  pafled  on  them, 
they  behaved  with  a  decent  and  devout  refignation 
to  their  fate  ;  for  not  entertaining  the  leaft  hope 
of  that  pardon  which  could  not  reafonably  be 
expected,  they  made  every  preparation  for  the 
awful  change  that  was  to  await  them. 

On  the  day  of  execution  they  were  fervent  in 
their  devotions  at  the  fatal  tree;  and,  after  the 
cuftomary  ceremonies  on  fuch  folemn  occafions, 
they  were  turned  off,  and,  after  hanging  the  ufual 
time,  their  bodies  were  delivered  to  their  friends, 
in  order  to  be  buried. 

Thefe  unhappy  men  fuffered  at  Tyburn  on  the 
ad  of  January,  1772. 

The  intervention  of  Providence  in  the  detection 
of  guilt  is  mod  flrongly  exhibited  in  the  cafe  of 
thefe  malefactors.  Who  could  have  Conceived  that 
the  difcovery  of  forgery  fhould  have  arifen  from  a 
circumftance  fo  apparently  trifling  as  the  writing  a 
prefumptive  will  on  one  meet  of  paper  rather  than 
on  another? — Yet  fo  it  happened.  Little  did  the 
forger  fchink,  when  he  purchafed  the  (heet  of 
paper,  that  it  was  to  be  the  immediate  inftrument 
of  his  own  deflru&ion  ! 

We  have  had  many  opportunities,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  work,  of  remarking  on  the  horrid  nature 
and  dangerous  confequences  of  forgery  ;  but  no- 
thing has  equalled  the  particularity  of  the  cafes  of 
Birch  and  Martin,  and  perhaps  fuch  an  inftance 

may 
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may  not  occur  again  for  an  age  : — yet  furely  this 
ought  to  afford  a  leflbn  of  the  higheft  caution, 
never  to  be  guilty  of  a  crime  which  leads  to  fuch 
certain  and  abfolute  deftru£lion. 

One  would  think  common  confiderations  of 
honefty  might  prevent  the  commiflTion  of  an  aft 
fo  detrimental  to  the  commercial  world ;  and  yet 
forgeries  are  generally  committed  by  perfons  in 
trade.  What  would  the  tradefman,  who  is  daring 
enough  to  take  up  the  pen  to  forge  a  bill,  think 
of  another,  who  fhould  take  fuch  a  liberty  with 
himfelf  ?  He  would  be  ready  to  execrate  him  as  a 
villain.  This  confideration  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
have  its  due  influence :  "  Do  unto  others  as  you 
"  would  they  fhould  do  unto  you,"  is  a  precept 
of  divine  authority,  and  ought  to  be  of  perpetual 
force. 

In  the  affair  of  the  malefactors  in  queftion  their 
council  darted  an  objection,  which  left  their  cafe 
to  the  coTifideration  of  the  judges.  Very  few  cafes 
have  we  known  where  the  opinions  of  the  judges 
differed  from  thofe  of  the  juries  of  this  country. 
In  fact  the  juries,  according  to  the  conftrudion  of 
our  laws,  and  in  the  eye  of  reafon,  are  the  true 
judges  of  the  fact,  the  eflential  .declarers  of  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  party  accufed. 

Notwii  .-.Handing  this,  we  ought  to  think  our- 
felves  happy  in  the  tender  exertion  of  our  legifla- 
tive  power.  When  one  jury  has  found  a  man  guil- 
ty, the  flighted  error,  real  or  accidental,  will  enti- 
tle his  cafe  to  the  ret.jofpe6tion  of  a  fecondj  that  of 
the  venerable  bench  of  judges,  who  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  bia'led  by  any  intereft,  to  be  influenced 
by  any  confideration,  to  give  their  opinions  in 
favour  of  either  party,  contrary  to  the  eftabliflied 
rules  of  right,  and  the  known  laws  of  the  land. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  we  have  a  claim  to  triumph  in 
the  protection  afforded  us  by  the  laws  ;  and  thofe 
who  wilfully  tranfgrefs  them,  ought  to  be  punifhed 
in  the  moft  exemplary  manner. 


A  full  and  particular  Account  of  the  Cafe  of 
ROBERT  POWEL,  who  was  hanged  at  Ty- 
burnt  for  Forgery  ;  with  fach  Reflexions  as  natu- 
rally arife  from  the  Subje&. 


H  I  S  unhappy  victim  to  the  violated  laws  of 
JL  his  country  was  a  native  of  Merioneth,  in 
North  Wales.  His  parents  were  poor  people;  but 
were  diftinguimed  by  the  honefty  and  regularity 
of  their  conduct.  They  educated  him  as  well  as 
their  circumftances  would  permit  them,  and  then 
fent  him  to  London,  in  the  hope  that  he  might  be 
able  to  advance  himlelf  in  life. 

Powel  had  not  been  long  in  town  before  he  ob- 
tained the  place  ofHS  mopman,  in  the  fervice  of  a 
tradefman  of  reputation,  in  this  ftation  his  be-* 
haviour  was  fo  unexceptionable,  and  there  was  fo 
much  of  gracefulnefs  in  his  perfon  and  manner, 
that  his  mafter  foon  raifed  his  wages,  and  fought 
every  opportunity  of  promoting  his  mtereft  :  in- 
deed, every  perfon  in  the  tamily  was  pleafed  with 
the  decorum  that  appeared  in  all  his  behaviour; 
which  was  laid  down  as  a  rule  of  conduct  i:ut  ought 
to  be  obfcrved  and  copied  by  tne  other  ferv^nts. 

By  an  even  and  fteady  courfe  of  frugality  Powel 
faved  money  enough  to  embark  io  bufinefs  for 
himfelf;  and,  on  the  death  of  bis  rp?.ftcr,  he 
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courted  the  fifter  of  Mr.  Taylor  Barrow,  who  held 
a  place  of  fome  importance  in  the  cuftom-houfe, 
Mr.  Barrow,  exclusive  of  his  place,  carried  on  a 
confiderable  bufinefs;  and  Mr.  Powel,  having  en- 
gaged in  trade,  was  as  fuccefsful  as  the  moft  fan- 
guine  of  his  friends  could  have  wifhed  him  to  be; 
and,  in  general,  was  looked  upon  to  be  a  young 
man  in  a  thriving  way  of  bufinefs. 

In  fact,  he  was  foon  in  very  flouriming  circum- 
fiances,  and  his  fuccefs  induced  him,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  to  take  a  large  farm  a 
few  miles  from  the  metropolis ;  which  took  up 
more  of  his  time  and  attention,  than  it  can  be  pre- 
fumed  a  tradefman  could  fpare  from  his  bufinefs ; 
fo  that  the  wonder  will  be  lefs  that  ruin  mould 
enfue. 

Having  involved  himfelf  by  undertaking  too 
many  concerns,  he  was  reduced  in  circumftances, 
and  determined  on  the  commiflion  of  that  forgery 
which  coft-him  his  life. 

His  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Taylor  Barrow,  was 
poffefled  of  very  confiderable  property  in  the  Eaft- 
India  Stock.  Powel,  being  apprized  of  this,  and 
knowing  that  ftock  bore  a  very  high  prige  at  that 
time,  forged  his  name  to  an  order  for  the  felling 
out  four  hundred  pounds. 

This  being  done,  he  went  to  a  coffee-houfe,  and 
enquired  for  a  broker.  The  matter  of  the  houfe 
recommended  him  to  a  Mr.  Portis,  who  was  largely 
concerned  in  the  brokery-bufinefs.  Mr.  Portis, 
being  fent  for,  attended  Powel  to  the  Eaft-India- 
houfe  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  where  the  latter  declared 
that  he  was  Taylor  Barrow,  the  proprietor  of  the 
ftock,  which  he  transferred  by  imitating  the  hand 
of  his  brother-in-law  with  fo  much  art,  that  no 
fufpicion  arofe  of  the  forgery. 

On 
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On  the  day  the  (lock  was  transferred  Portls  fold 
it  to  a  third  perfon,  and  giving  the  produce  to 
Powel,  he  immediately  quitted  his  family,  and  went 
into  Wales  on  a  viiit  to  his  relations. 

It  was  not  long  before  a  difcovery  was  made  of 
the  forgery,  and  a  large  reward  was  offered  for 
the  apprehenfion  of  Powel;  but  Portis  being  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  his  name,  and  none  of  his 
friends  or  relations  conceiving  that  he  could  have 
been  concerned  in  fuch  a  tranfaction,  no  fufpicion 
of  his  guilt  arofe  for  a  confiderable  time. 

In  the  mean  time,  Portis  exerted  his  utmofl 
diligence  to  difcover  the  offender  j  but  all  his  en- 
deavours proved  fruitlefs,  till  a  circumftance  merely 
accidental  occafioned  his  apprehenfion.'  Powel 
continued  in  Wales  till  he  prefumed  the  affair  was 
forgotten  in  London,  where  he  was  received  in  the 
moft  affectionate  manner  by  his  relations,  who  had 
no  idea  of  what  had  patfed  ;  for  if  they  had,  they 
would  undoubtedly  haveadvifcd  him  to  confult  his 
fafety  in  flight. 

Powel  now  lived  on  Dowgate-hill ;  and  about  a 
month  after  his  return  to  London,  hp  went  to 
iCheapfide  on  bufmef%  and  after  that  to  Lombard- 
"ftreet,  when  Mr.  Portis  met  him  near  tne  Poft- 
office. 

Powel  happened  at  this  time  to  be  drefled  in  the 
fame  cloaths  that  he  wore  when  the.  forgery  was 
committed;  and  Mr. Portis  immediately  recollect- 
ed his  perfon,  but  was  unwilling  to  take  him  into 
cuftody  till  he  was  fully  convinced  that  he  was  not 
miftaken  in  the  man.  Powel,  ot^erving  that  Purtis 
regarded  him  with  fome  attention,  turned  hisj'ace 
e,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  and  to  prevent 
from  having  a  full  knowledge  of  him. 

a  Mr. 
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Mr.  Partis  patted  him,  but  immediately  turned 
back,  and  took  a  fecond,  and  afterwards  a  third 
view  of  him;  when,  no  doubt  remaining  in  his 
mind  that  he  was  the  real  offender,  he  took  him  by 
the  arm,  and  begged  him  to  accompany  h»m  ro  the 
coffee-houfe,  where  they  had  firft  met.  Powel 
pretended  not  to  have  any  knowledge  of  the  other 
party ;  but  PortSs  refolutely  infilling  that  he  fhould 
go  with  him*  the  latter  complied  with  as  much 
grace  as  he  .could,  to  prevent  any  difturbancc 
happening  in  the  ftreet* 

They  no  fooner  got  to  the  cofifee-houfe  than  the 
mailer  and  one  of  the  waiters,  at  the  defire  of  Por- 
tis,  paid  an  attentive  regard  to  Powel,  and  aver- 
red that  he  was  the  man  who  had  aiked  for  the 
broker  to  fell  the  ftock.  i 

On  this  the  prifoiier  was  taken  befgr^  the  fitting- 
alderman  at  Guildhall,  and  hisperfon  being  pofi- 
tively  fworn  to,  the  magiftrate  'committed  him  to 
Newgate,  in  order  to  his  being  tried  at  the  next 
ielTions  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

When  the  trial  came  on,  the  culprit  produced  a 
number  of  people  to  prove  that  he  was  in  the 
country  at  the  time  the  robbery  was  committed; 
but  the  Jury,  not  being  fatisfied  with  their  teftU 
mony,  brought  in  their  verdict  that  he  was  guilty. 

When  he  was  taken  to  the  bar  to  receive  fen- 
tence  of  death,  his  council  moved,  that  the  judg- 
ment might  be  poftponed,  "  on  account  of  fomc 
"  informalities  in  the  record ;  "  and  the  court, 
ever  attentive  to  the  laws  of  humanity,  acceded  to 
the  motion.  „ 

The  confcquence  was,  that  in  Michaelmas  term, 
1771,  the  cafe  was  learnedly  argued  before  the 
judges,  who  were  unanirnoufly  of  opinion,  that 
Powel  had  been  guilty  of  ihc  forgery  j  whereupon 
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fentence  was  pafled  that  he  fhould  undergo  th* 
judgment  awarded  by  law. 

After  condemnation,  his  behaviour  was  highly 
proper  for  a  man  in  his  unhappy  fituation.  He 
was  earned  and  regular  in  his  devotions,  made 
every  proper  preparation  for  death,  and  refigned  to 
his  fate  with  the  compofure  that  became  a  chriftian. 
who  placed  his  hopes  on  a  better  world  than  that, 
to  a  longer  relidence  in  which  he  had  forfeited  his 
title. 

He  was  indulged  with  a  mourning  coach  to  the 
place  of  execution,  where  his  conduct  was  fuch  as 
proved  him  properly  affected  by  his  fituation.  He 
appeared  fincere  and  ardent  in  his  devotions ;  and 
after  he  was  turned  off,  and  his  body  had  hung 
the  ufual  time,  it  was  delivered  to  his  friends  for 
interment. 

Robert  Powel  fuffered  at  Tyburn  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1772. 

In  the  ca<e  of  this  offender  we  fee  the  alinoft  ab- 
folute  impolfibility  of  concealing  a  guilty  tranfacti- 
on.  His  name  was  unknown  to  Portis  ;  his  crime 
was  a  fecrct  even  from  his  relations ;  and  he  re- 
mained in  Wales  till  he  thought  the  affair  was  for- 
got ;  yet  he  had  been  but  a  fhort  time  in  London 
before  he  found  himfelf  in  Newgate,  for  the  com- 
rniffion  of  that  very  crime  which  frfc  flattered  him- 
felf had  been  effectually  concealed ;  and  an  igno- 
minious death  followed. 

Myfterious  are  the  ways  of  Providence,  and  pad 
finding  out.  Who  that  reads  this  hidory  will  fcru- 
ple  to  admire  that  divine  wifdom  and  judice  which 
cannot  be  comprehended  ? 

If  Powel  could  have  been  contented  uith  his  fi- 
tuation, he  might  have  lived  in  credit  and  reputa- 
tion. The  keeping  of  faigns  near  London  has  Been 

vho. 
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the  ruin  of  many  a  tradefman. — A  regular  attenti- 
on to  one  branch  of  bufinefs  is  generally  productive 
of  more  profit  than  the  embarking  in  a  variety  of 
fchemes ;  and  as  fuch  we  would  recommend  it  to 
all  our  Readers  who  arc  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
line. 


Particular  Account  of  the  many  atrocious  Villanies 
practifed  by  JAMES  BOLLAND,  who,  after  a 
long  Career  of  Wickednefs,  in  which  he  experi- 
enced a  Variety  of  Changes  of  Fortune,  was  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn,  for  forging  an  Endorfement  upon 
a  Promijfory  Note. 

TH  6  father  of  this  malefactor  was  a  butcher,, 
and  he  brought  his  fon  up  to  the  fame  bufi- 
nefs.     The  youth  gave  early  proofs  of  a  profli- 
gate turn  of  mind,  and  conftantly  aflbciated  with 
Morthlefs  people  of  both  fexes. 

The  term  of  his  fervitude  being  expired,  Holland 
opened  a  mop  in  the  Borough  of  Southwark;  and 
his  bufinefs  afforded  him  a  very  favourable  profpect 
of  fuccdfs;  but  through  his  irregularity  and  ex-, 
travagance  His  trade  gradually  declined,  and  to  free 
himfelf  from  fome  embarraffments  that  his  mifcon- 
ducr.  had  produced,  he  fold  his  effects. 

Bolland's  favourite  aifociates  for  fome  years  had 
been  bailiffs,  bailiffs-followers,  thief-takers,  and 
the  runners  to  the  different  prifons  :  and  the  natu- 
ral cruelty  of  his  difpolition  being  encouraged  by 
the  example  of  the  worthlefs  people  in  whofe  com- 
pany he  (pent  the  greatell  part  of  his  time,  he  re- 
2  folved 
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iblved  to  gain  a  maintenance  by  preying  upon  the 
diftrefles  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

Having  procured  himfelf  to  be  appointed  one  of 
the  officers  to  the  fneriff  of  the  county  of  Surrey, 
he  hired  a  houfe  at  the  bottom  of  Falcon-court, 
facing  St.  George's-church,  South wark;  and,  hav- 
ing fitted  it  up  in  the  manner  of  a  prifon,  it  was 
loon  inhabited  by  a  number  of  unfortunate  pcr- 
fpns. 

The  people  he  arrefted,  who  were  in  indigent 
circumftances,  he  took  to  gaol  as  foon  as  the  law 
would  permit ;  but  fuch  as  were  in  a  different  rjru- 
ation  were  entertained  at  his  houfe  till  ail  th^ir  JIIIQ^ 
ney  was  fpent,  or  rhey  infifted  upon  going  to  j..  - 
dm  to  avoid  furthei  m.pofirion,  or  till  the  v.  r  tj 
by  which  they  were  detained  became  returnable, 
The  money  he  extorted  from  his  guelts,  by  dwers 
ftratagerns,  was  fo  confiderable,  that  he  held  the 
fees  ufually  paid  at  lock--up-houfes  as  aimoft  be~ 
neath  his  regard,  and  frequently  diftributea  them 
arnong  his  followers  and  other  fervants. 

Bolland  was  continually  endeavouring  to  encou> 
rage  card-playing  in  his  houfe,  and  when  his  un- 
fortunate guefts  had  recourfe  to  that  divcrfion,  for 
employing  the  tedious  moments  of  confinement,  he 
feldom  failed  to  join  in  the  game;  and  though  he 
fuffered.  no  opportunity  of  cheating  them,  even  lit 
the  moft  palpable  manner,  to  efcape  him,  they  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  infuk  and  impofition ;  for 
tf  they  ventured  to  expostulate  qn  the  unfairnefs  of 
his  proceedings,  it  was  his  cuftom  to  difcharge  a 
volley  of  blafphemous  oaths,  and  to  threaten  that 
he  would  inftantly  take  them  to  gaol,  for  daring 
to  affront  him  in  his  own  houfe. 

Some  of  his  prifoncrs,  hoping  their  affairs  would 
be  fpecdily  comproeij^d,  ancj.  others  who  were 

not 
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not  fo  happy  as  to  entertain  fuch  favourable  expec- 
tations, wifhing  to  remain  as  long  as  poflible  with- 
out the  walls  of  a  prifon  ;  the  infolence  of  the  ty- 
rant was  frequently  fubmitted  to  by  men,  who, 
had  not  their  f{>irits  been  deprefied  by  the  weight 
of  misfortunes,  would  have  difdained  to  be  made 
the  dupes  of  fuch  atrocious  and  palpable  villainy. 

Though  the  emoluments  arifing  trom  the  infa- 
mous practices  of  Bolland  were  VTTV  confiderable, 
they  were  not  equal  to  the  expences  of  his  profli- 
gate courfe  of  life.  His  wine-mei chant  and  many 
other  perfons  having  demands  upon  him  that  he 
was  unable  to  difcharge,  he  procured  a  perfon 
to  fue  out  a  commiflion  of  bankruptcy  againft  him; 
but  before  the  commiflion  took  place  he  fecreted 
his  mod  valuable  effects ;  and  he  farther  defrauded 
his  creditors,  by  giving  notes  and  other  fecurities 
to  a  number  of  people  who  had  received  no  valua- 
ble confiderations  from  him;  and  by  means  of  thefe 
nominal  creditors  he  obtained  his  certificate  in  a 
very  fhort  time. 

Among  a  great  number  of  frauds  committed 
while  he  lived  in  the  Borough  was  the  following : 
he  went  into  Oxfordfhire,  and  there  purchafed  a 
ftring  of  horfes.  Having  paid  for  them,  he  ex- 
prefied  a  defire  of  having  a  mare,  which  the  own- 
er pofitively  refufed  to  fell.  However  the  follow- 
ing morning  Bolland  took  away  the  horfes  he  had 
bought,  and  with  them  the  mare,  wholly  unknown 
to  the  perfon  whofe  property  (he  was.  The  owner 
of  the  mare  intended  to  profecute  Bolland  for  the 
felony  ;  but  he  was  dirfuaded  from  that  meafure, 
and  advifed  to  draw  a  bill  upon  him  for  the  va- 
lue of  the  beaft.  Bolland  accepted  the  bill,  but 
he  became  a  bankrupt  before  the  time  of  payment 
arrived. 

The 
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The  infamous  practices  of  Bolland  had  now  ren- 
dered his  character  fo  notorious,  that  the  attornies 
imagined  that,  if  they  continued  to  employ  him, 
they  fhould  be  reflected  upon  for  encouraging  fo 
abandoned  a  villain;  and  iuch  repeated  and  heavy 
complaints  were  made  againft  him,  that  his  bufinefs 
rapidly  declined  :  but,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
obtain  better  fuccefs,  by  an  amendment  of  his  con- 
duct, he  feized  every  opportunity  of  practifing  ex- 
tortion and  defraud  with  greater  rapacity,  and  be- 
came a  (till  more  abominable  peft  to  fociety. 

He  refolved  to  move  from  Surry  into  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  where  he  expe&ed  more  frequent 
opportunities  would  occur  for  gratifying  his  avari- 
cious and  oppreflivf  difpofition.  Notwithftanding 
the  infamy  that  was  juflly  annexed  to  the  character 
of  this  accomplished  villain,  he  procured  perfons 
to  become  his  bondfmenj  and  made  intereti  ro  be 
nominated  one  of  the  officers  to  the  flieriff  of  Mid- 
dlefex. 

H€  opened  a  fpunging-houfe  in  the  Savoy ;  but 
it  was  fome  time  before  he  had  a  profpect  of  fuc- 
cefs.  He  induftrioufly  fought  every  opportunity 
of  joining  in  converfation  with  attornies,  :.nd  by 
an  artful  iniinuating  conduct  at  length  ingratiated 
himfelf  into  the  favour  of  feveral  of  that  fraternity, 
who  were  not  very  remarkable  either  for  difcern- 
in en t  or  integrity ;  and  his  bufinefs  gradually  in- 
crqafed. 

Bolland  was  an  aim  oft  daily  frequenter  of  places 
w^iere  billiards  and  other  games  were  praclifed  ; 
and  at  one  of  thefe  meetings  he  fell  into  company 
with  a.  gentleman,  who  employed  him  to  arreit  the 
captain  of  a  fhip  in  the  Eaft-India  fervice  for  a  debt 
of  three  hundred  pounds,  promifing  him  a  hand- 
Come  compliment  on  condition  of  his  recovering 
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the  money,  or  taking  the  prifoner  into  cuftody. 
Holland  affured  his  employer  that  he  would  ufe  his 
utfnoft  endeavours  to  (erve  the  writ  the  next  day. 

The  following  morning  the  gentleman  fet  out  for 
the  country,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  Holland 
arefled  the  captain,  who  immediately  paid  the  debt 
and  colls.  In  a  fhort  time  the  captain  proceeded 
on  his-' voyage  ;  and  the  gentleman  at  whofe  fuit 
ne  had  been  arrefted  coming  to  London  foon^fter- 
wards,  Holland  waited  upon  him,  and  faid  that, 
though  he  had  made  ufe  of  every  ftratagem  he 
could  pofTibly  devife,  the  captain  had  eluded  all 
his  art,  and  got  to  fea  ;  and,  in  order  to  enhance 
the  promifed  gratuity,  he  pretended  that  his  extra-, 
ordinary  vigilance  to  ferve  the  writ  had  involved 
him  in  much  trouble  and  fome  expence,  for  the 
truth  of  which  he  appealed  to  his  followers,  who 
readily  fupported  all'the  falfities  advanced  by  their 
wicked  employer ;  and  the  gentlemafn,  being  thus 
deceived,  he  made  Holland  aliandfome  prefent. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  fhip  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  another  writ  was  taken  out ;  but  Holland 
being  gone  to  a  horfe-race,  it  was  given  to  another 
officer.  The  bailiff  went  to  Blackwall,  and  pre- 
fently  finding  tjie  captain,  faid  he  mutl  either  pay 
the  three  hunclred  pounds,  or  go  with  him  to  a 
place  of  fecurity  :  but  the  captain  (hewing  the 
officer  Holland's  receipt  for  the  money,  he  returned 
to  town,  and  informed  his  employer  that  the  debt 
was  di  (charged  previous  to  the  captain's  failing  for 
India. 

A  fuit  at  law  was  now  inftituted  againft  Holland, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  three  hundred  pounds. 
Juftice  was  fo  indifputably  clear  on  the  fide  of  the 
plaintiff,  that  Holland  knew  he  nwft  inevitably  be 

caft, 
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raft,  if  the  matter  came  to  trial ;  yet,  at  a  confi- 
durable  expence,  he  protra&ed  a  judicial  decifion 
of  the  cafe,  imagining  his  adverfary  wuld  give  up 
his  claim,  rather  than  purfue  him  through  all  the 
delays  and  chicanery  of  the  law. 

The  caufe  at  length  was  brought  to  a  hearing ; 
and  judgment  being  pronounced  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff,  Bolland,  being  furrendcred  by  his  bail, 
was  taken  in  execution.  He  was  conducted  to  a 
lock-up  houfe,  where  he  remained  fome  time,  and 
then  moved  himfelf  by  Habeas  Corpus  to  the  Fleet 
prifon,  from  which  place  he  was  releafed  by  virtue 
ef  an  acl  of  infolvency. 

Holland,  and  a  perfon  with  whom  he  had  con- 
tracted an  acquaintance  in  the  Fleet,  were  enlarged 
nearly  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  the  latter  foon  after 
went  into  bufinefs,  and  found  means  to  procure 
bondfmen  for  his  companion,  who  was  again  ftp- 
pointed  an  officer  to  the  Iheriff  of  Middlefex. 

Bolland  now  hired  a  large  houfe  in  Great  Shire* 
Jane,  near  Temple-bar,  but,  that  the  outward  ap- 
pearance might  not  coovey  an  intimation  of  the 
levere  and  tyrannical  treatment  that  was  to  be  ex- 
erciied  within,  the  windows  were  not,  according 
to  the  general  suftom  at  fpunging-houfes,  fecured 
Kith  iron  bars. 

When  prifoners  came  into  the  houfe,  he  informed 
them  that  it  was  hiscudom  to  charge  fix  millings  per 
day  for  board  and  lodging  ;  adding,  that  the  enter- 
tainment would  be  luch  as  Qiould  give  univerfai 
fetisfaQion,  and  that  all  troub.e  and  disagreements 
concerning  reckonings  would  be  avoided  :  and  fuch 
as  refufed  to  comply  with  thefe  exorbitant  terms 
were  inftantly  conduced  to  gaol. 

When  Boilaad's   prifoners  appeared  incli        - 

to  remove  to  the  King's  Bench  or  Fleet,  he  uied 
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every  artifice  he  could  fuggeft  for  detaining  them 
in  his  houfe  tili-they  had  exhauRed  the  means  of 
fupplying  his  extravagant  avarice  :  but  when  their 
rnqney  was  expended,  no  entreaties  could  prevail 
upon  the  mercilefs  villain  to  give  them  credit  for 
the  mod  trifling  article,  or  to  fuffer  them  to  con- 
tinue another  hour  in  his  houfe.  His  common  ex- 
cule  for  li-.i  rapacious  and  brutal  conduct  was,  that 
he  incurred  very  confiderable  expence  by  fupporting 
,a  houfe  for  accommodating  gentlemen,  and  fuch  as 
wiihed  to  be  treated  confiftently  with  that  character 
rauft  pay  accordingly. 

Notwithstanding  the  public  infamy  of  Bolland's 
characler,  he  transacted  perhaps  more  than  double, 
the  buiinefs  of  any  man  of  the  fame  profeflion. 

,Not  fatisfied  with  the  great  emoluments  he  de- 
rived from  cruelly  oppreffing  his  unhappy  prifo- 
ners,  he  had  recourfe  to  practices  which,  though 
not  lefs  iniquitous  in  themfelves,  were  more  calcu- 
lated to  bring  him  under  the  cenfure  of  the  law. 
He  defrauded  a  great  number  of  tradefmen  of  pro- 
perty to  a  confiderable  amount;  and  among  them 
was  an  upholflerer,  of  whom  he  obtained  houfe- 
hold  furniture  (o  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
under  falfe  pretences. 

Though  Bolland  was  a  married  man,  he  was 
violently  addicled  to  the  company  of  abandoned 
women  ;  and  when  his  -wife  expoflulated  on  the 
impropriety  of  his  illicit  connexions,  he  applied 
to  her  the  moil  difgra,ceful  epithets,  accompanied 
with  voJlies  of  profane  oaths^  and  frequently  bea£ 
her  in  a  barbaious  manjier. 

His  converfation  preVed    the  vulgarity  of  his 
breeding,  and  his  whole  behaviour  marked  him  as 
a  wortblefs  and  deteftable  character.      Thefe  dif- 
qualifying  cncumftances  however  proved  no  impe- 
diment 
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diment  to  his  being  received  on  terms  of  familia- 
rity by  feveral  women  who  were  in  the  keeping  of 
perfons  of  diftmctian.  But  this  will  be  no  longer 
furprifing,  when  it  is  confidered  that  money  is  ever 
a  fufficient  recommendation  to  the>  favour  of  that 
abandoned  part  of  the  fex  who  fubfift  on  the  wages 
of  proftitution. 

Bolland  frequently  took  debtors  into  cuftody  who 
had  fought  fhelter  within  the  verge  of  die  board  of 
Green  Cloth ;  and  for  an  offence  of  this  kind  he 
was  once  called  before  the  board,  and  ordered  to 
pay  the  fum  for  which  he  had  iUegalry  de'tained 
the  complaining  party. 

Bolland  was  connected  with  two  men  of  infa- 
mous characters  ;  one  of  whom  was  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  difcovering  perfons  on  whom  the  arts  of 
villainy  might  be  pra&ifed  with  the  moft  fuccefs  ; 
and  the  other»was  an  attorney,  by  whofe  affiftance 
Bolland  was  frequently  relieved  from  embarraff- 
inents,  and  enabled  to  execute  his  villainous  pro- 
jects in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  evade  the  puniihment 
of  the  law. 

Bolland,  and  his  two  aflbciates  above  mentioned, 
got  pofleffion  of  a  bill  for  thirty  pounds,  that  had 
been  ftolen  out  of  a  gentleman's  pocket.  The  bill 
was  prefented  for  payment,  which  was  refufed,  the 
party  on  whom  it  was  drawn  alledging  that  it  had 
been  ftolen.  Hereupon  the  attorney  wrote  to  the 
gentleman,  that  an  arreft  would  follow,  unlefs  the 
bill  was  immediately  difcharged.  The  anfwer  Cg- 
nified  that,  if  an  arreft  was  refolved  upon,  the  writ 
might  be  left  with  an  attorney  in  Chancery-lane, 
who  would  put  in  bail. 

Mortified  and  disappointed  by  tfie  fpirited  re- 
pulfe  they  had  received,  and  defpairing  of  obtain- 
ing calh  for  the  bill  by  means  of  threats,  they  de- 
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termincd  to  arreft  the  gentleman,  and  fake  him  to 
Bollanct's  houie,  where  they  fuppofed  they  could 
fcarcely  fail  of  extorting  fome  money  from  him. 

A  mefienger  was  difpatched  to  deCre  the  gen- 
tleman's company  at  the  King's  Head  tavern  in 
Bridges-ftreet.  He  attended  according  to  the  ap- 
pointment, and  was  arrefled  by  Bolland  ;  who, 
pretending  to  be  defirous  of  acting  with  all  poili- 
ble  lenity,  told  the  gentleman  that  he  would  wave 
his  power  of  taking  him  to  a  place  of  confine- 
ment, left  his  reputation  fhould  be  injured,  on 
condition  that  he  would  give  him  proper  fecurity. 
Hereupon  the  gentleman  depofited  thirty  pounds 
in  Holland's  haids;  but  the  note  was  dill  detained, 
With  a  view  of  gaining  further  advantage. 

The  gentleman  communicated  all  the  circum- 
ftances  that  bad  come  to  his  knowledge  to  his  at- 
torney, who  moved  the  court  of  King's  Bench  for 
a  rule.  Bolland,  and  his  accomplices,  however, 
determined  ftill  to  conteft  the  matter,  though  they 
were  conlcious  that  the  caufe  muil  be  decided  i'n 
favour  of  their  adverfary. 

When  prifoners  came  into  Holland's  houfe,  he 
immediately  employed  his  followers  to  make  par- 
ticular enquiries  into  the  (late  of  their  pecuniary 
affairs,  and  the  extent  of  their  connexions ;  and, 
according  to  the  information  he  received,  he  fug?* 
gefled  plans  for  deceiving  his  unhappy  guefls. 

A  young  gentleman  whofe  imprudencies  had 
drawn  upon  him  the  difpleafure  of  his  friends,  was 
arrefled  at  the  fuit  of  his  taylor,  and  confined  in 
Holland's  houfe.  His  money  being  foon  expended* 
and  defpairing  of  being  able  to  effect  a  compromise 
with  his  creditor,  he  exprefled  a  defire  of  being 
moved  to  the  King's  Bench  or  the  Fleet.  Bolland 
informed  him  that  he  mull  be  taken  to  Newgate, 

that 
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Hiat  being  the  gaol  for  the  county;  and  that  he 
could  not  be  moved  to  either  of  the  other  prifons 
but  by  means  of  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  The 
young  gentleman  was  greatly  alarmed  at  the  idea 
of  being  confined  in  Newgate,  which  he  fuppofecl 
to  be  a  place  for  the  reception  only  of  felons. 
Bolland,  perceiving  his  anxiety,  advifed  him  to 
recall  his  refolution,  faying  that  if  he  would  follow 
his  directions,  a  method  might  ftill  be  adopted  for 
relieving  him  from  all  his  difficulties.  Anxious  to 
recover  his  liberty,  the  youth  faid,  if  Bolland  would 
fignify  the  means  by  which  fo  defirablea  purpofe 
was  to  be  obtained,  he  would  gladly  embrace  the 
propofal,  and  ever  confider  him  as  his  moft  gene- 
rous benefactor.  Hereupon  Bolland  informed  hint 
that  he  would  immediately  procure  bail,  and  then^ 
recommend  him  to  different  tradefmen,  of  whom 
he  might  obtain  a  chariot  and  horfes,  houfehold 
furniture,  and  other  effects,  on  credit;  adding,  fhat 
he  would  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  fortune 
by  marriage,  before  he  would  be  called  upon  for 
the  difcharge  of  his  debts. 

The  young  man  being  releafed  on  the  bail  of 
two  of  Holland's  accomplices,  a  chariot  was  pro- 
cured, and  a  houfe  hired  and  furnimed  in  a  fuperb 
rnanner,  and  one  of  Holland's  followers  afiumed 
the  character  of  a  footman,  from  the  double  motive 
of  affifting  in  the  fcheme  of  villainy,  and  reporting 
to  his  principal  all  the  particulars  of  the  conduce 
of  the  imprudent  young  man. 

Reports  were  induftrioufly  propagated  that  tfce 
youth  was  heir  to  an  immenfe  fortune ;  and,  by  a 
variety  of  tlratagems,  effects  to  a  conGderable 
amount  were  obtained  from  different  tradefmen, 
great  part  of  which  were  depofited  in  Bolland's 
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houfe,  by  way  of  fecurity  to  him  for  the  bail  he 
had  procured. 

Payment  for  the.furniture  and  other  effects  being 
demanded,  the  creditors  were  for  fome  time  amufed 
by  a  variety  of  plaufible  pretences :  but  at  length 
they  became  exceedingly  importunate  for  their  mo- 
ney; and  Holland,  now  concluding  that  the  young 
man  could  no  longer  be  made  furfervient  to  his 
villainous  ftratagems,  furrendered  him  in  difc'harge 
of  his  bail,  and  caufed  him  to  be  conveyed  to 
Newgate. 

The  perfons  whom  he  had  been  feduced  to  de- 
fraud were  no  fooner  acquainted  with  theimprifon- 
ment  of  the  young  adventurer  than  they  lodged  de- 
tainers againft  him.  His  unfortunate  connexions 
having  greatly  exafperated  his  relations  and  friends, 
they  refufed  to  afford  him  any  kind  of  afliftance, 
and  his  (ituation  became  truly  deplorable.  His 
prefent  diftrefs,  and  the  upbraidings  of  confcience 
for  the  im/ropriety-of  his  conduct,  overwhelmed 
him  with  affli&ion,  which  foon  put  a  period  to  his 
life. 

Bolland's  character  was.now  become  fo  notorious, 
that  he  judged  it  prudent  to  alter  his  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding for  fome  time ;  and  therefore  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  following  practices. 

In  confi4erati°n  °f  being  handfomely  gratified, 
he  provided  bail  for  perfons  who  were  under  arreft; 
and,  when  he  knew  that  the  perfons  whom  he  him- 
felf  arrefted  were  not  in  defperate  circumftances, 
he  frequently  releafed  them,  after  exacting  money 
from  them,  and  the  promife  to  furrender  if  they 
could  not  compromife  matters  with  their  creditors. 
He  applied  to  thefe  people  to  become  bail  for 
others,  who  paid  him  in  proportion  to  the  fums  for  J 
which  they  were  arrefted  ;  and,  circumftanced  as 

*  .they 
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they  were,  it  was  feldom  that  he  met  a  refufal ; 
for,  upon  their  making  the  lead  hesitation,  he 
threatened  to  take  them  into  cuftody,  and  convey 
them  inftantly  to  prifon. 

He  provided  genteel  apparel  for  Je\ys,  and  other 
men  in  defperate  circumftances,  and  Encouraged 
them  to  commit  perjury,  by  bribing  them  tofwear 
themfelves  houfe-keepers  and  men  of  property,  in 
order  that  their  bail  might  be  admitted. 

Having  fupplied  two  men  of  rnoft  profligate  cha- 
racters, with  genteel  cloaths,  they  attended  him  to 
Weftminfter-hall,  and  there  juftified  bail  for  fums 
to  a  conliderable  amount,  though  they  were  not 
porTefTed  of  property  to  the  value  of  twenty  fhil- 
•lings.  After  the  bufmefs,  thefe  three  infamous 
affociates  adjourned  to  a  tavern  in  Covent-garden  ; 
and,  while  they  were  regaling  themfelves,  fome  of 
Sir  John  Fieldifig's  officers  took  the  two  men  who 
had  juftified  bail  into  cuftody,  on  a  charge  of  high- 
way robbery.  They  were  convicted  at  the  enilu 
ing  feflions  at  the  Old  Bailey;  and  foon  afterwards 
Bolland,  being  a  fheriff's-officer,  attended  them  to 
Tyburn,  where  they  were  hanged  in  the  apparel 
that  he  had  provided  for  them. 

A  publican  in  Cecil-ftreet  in  the  Strand,  named 
Wilkinfon,  went  into  Lancailnre  in  the  year  1768, 
upon  a  viiit  to  his  relations,  leaving  the  care  of  his 
houfe  to  a  female  fcrvanr.  Upon  the  landloid's  re- 
turn, he  found  that  two  men  had  taken  pofTcilion  of 
his  houfhold  goods  and  ftrck  of  liquors,  under  a 
warrant  of  diftrefs.  He  aiked  by  what  authority 
they  had  made  a  feizureof  his  effects  ;  and  the  re- 
ply was,  that,  if  he  prefumed  to  difpute  their  au- 
thority, they  would  knock  out  his  brains,  or  put 
him  to  death  in  fome  other  manner. 
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Wilkinfon  made  application  to  Juftice  Kynafton, 
and  made  an  affidavit  that  Bolland  had  no  legal 
claim  upon  him.  A  warrant  was  granted  for  the 
recovery  of  Wirkinfon's  goods;  but  before  it  could 
be  put  into  execution,  the  greateft  part  of  them 
had  been  moved  from  the  premifes. 

The  following  day  Bolland  caufed  Wilkinfon  to 
be  arrefted  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
which  was  falfely  alledged  to  be  a  debt  he  had 
fome  time  before  contracted.  The  unfortunate 
Wilkinfon,  being  unable  to  procure  bail  for  fo 
confiderable  a  fum,  moved  himfelf  to  the  King's- 
bench.  The  attorney  employed  by  Wiikinfon  was 
an  accomplice  of  Bollamfs ;  and,  under  pretence 
of  defending  him  againft  the  machinations  of  that 
accomplifhed  villain,  he  extorted  from  him  his  laft 
Shilling ;  and  after  the  unhappy  man  had  fuffeftd 
a  long  imprifonment,  in  a  moft  deplorable  ftateof 
poverty,  he  was  reftored  to  liberty  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  infolvency. 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  narrative  we  have 
mentioned  that  Boliand  formed  a  connexion  with  a 
fellow-prifoner  in  the  Fleet,  through  whofe  intereft 
bondfmen  were  procured,  when  he  a  fecond  time 
commenced  Officer  to  the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex. 
Learning  fome  time  after  that  this  man  had  apart- 
ments elegantly  furnifhed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gray's-inn,  he  falfely  fwore  a  debt  againft  him ; 
and,  in  conjunction  with  one  of  his  accomplices, 
who  was  a  lawyer,  fued  out  a  judgment,  and  ob- 
tained a  warrant  of  diftrefs  for  the  feizure  of  his 
effects,  which  were  conveyed  to  Holland's  houfe. 
The  injured  party  applied  to  the  court  of  King's- 
bench  lor  redrefs;  and  attachments  were  ifiued 
againft  the  delinquents ;  but  before  they  could  take 
«tflct,  the  attorney  had  abfconded,  and  Boliand  was 
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in  cuftody,  charged  with  the  capital'  offence  for 
which  he  fuffered  ;  and  therefore  no  redrefs  was  to 
be  obtained. 

A  captain  in  the  navy  going  a  voyage,  and  not 
leaving  his  wife  fufficiently  provided  with  money, 
fhe  contracted  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
pounds,  for  which  (he  gave  a  note.  The  note  not 
being  paid  when  it  became  due,  the  creditor  or- 
dered Holland  to  ferve  a  writ  upon  the  unhappy 
woman.  After  fhe  had  remained  fume  days  a  pri- 
foner  in  his  houfe,  he  procured  bail  for  her,  on 
her  paying  him  five  guineas. 

In  a  few  days  me  was  again  taken  into  cuftody, 
Bolland  urging,  that,  upon  making  enquiry  into  her 
affairs,  the  bail  deemed  themfelves  not  fecure,  and 
had  furrendered  her,  from  motives  of  prudence. 
Terrified  at  the  ideas  of  going  to  prifon,  me  paid 
him  ten  guineas  for  procuring  bail  a  fecond  time  ; 
but  he  infifted  on  having  a  bond  to  confefs  judg- 
ment for  the  furniture  of  her  houfe,  as  a  collateral 
fecurity.  Being  ignorant  ot  the  nature  of  the  fe- 
curity. proposed,  fhe  complied  with  the  terms  of- 
fered by  the  villain,  who,  ori  the  fo' lowing  day, 
entered  up  judgment,  and  took  poffeifion  of  her 
effects. 

Upon  difcovering  that  (he  had  been  made  a  dupe 
to  the  confummate  art  and  villainy  of  Boiland,  the 
unfortunate  woman  was  driven  nearly  to  diftrac- 
tion,  and,  while  in  that  ftate  of  mind,  fhe  attempt- 
ed to  fet  fire  to  the  houfe,  in  confequenceof  which 
a  warrant  was  granted  for  apprehending  her,  and 
fhe  was  committed  to  Newgate. 

In  a  mort  time  the  hulband  returned  to  England ; 
and  Bolland  bribed  an  infamous  woman  to  fwear  a 
falfedebt  againft  him ;  in  confluence  of  which  he 
Was  arrefted,  and  being  in  confinement  at  the  time 
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of  his  wife's  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  fhe  was  de- 
prived of  that  affiftance  he  might  have  afforded 
her.  She  was  convicted,  and  fentenced  to  fuffer 
death  ;  but  her  caufe  being  «fpoufed  by  a  number 
of  humane  perfons,  they  drew  up  an. authentic  ftate 
of  her  cafe,  which  was  prefented  to  the  king,  who 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  her  an  unconditional 
pardon. 

Bolland  formed  a  connexion  with  a  proftitute, 
towards  whom  a  failor,  then  abroad,  entertained  a 
ftrong  attachment.  Upon  the  failor's  return,  he 
gave  three  hundred  pounds  into  xhe  care  of  the 
woman,  propofing  at  the  fame  time  to  efpoufe  her, 
and  faying,  he  meant  to  take  a  public-houfe  in 
Wapping.  The  woman  communicated  the  failor's 
propofal  to  Bolland,  and  they  formed  a  plan  of 
defrauding  him  of  his  money.  By  Bolland's  di- 
rection, (he  intimated  to  him,  that  three  hundred 
pounds  was  not  a  fum  fufficient  to  carry  on  the 
trade  of  a  publican  with  a  profpecl  of  fuccefs,  and 
advifed  him  to  leave  the  money  he  had  already  ac- 
quired to  her  care,  and  make  another  voyage.  The 
unfufpedting  feaman  complied  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time 
after  he  had  failed,  Bolland  got  the  three  hundred 
pounds  into  his  poflefilon,  and  applied  it  to  his 
own  ufe. 

Bolland's  behaviour  to  the  woman  was  for  fome 
time  exceedingly  kind ;  but  he  at  length  procured 
a  fellow  to  charge  her  with  a  falfe  debt;  and  be- 
ing taken  to  prifon,  fhe  furvived  only  a  fhort  time, 
during  which  fhe  laboured  under  thefevereft,  afflic- 
tions of  poverty  and  difeafe. 

The  failor,   having  completed  his  voyage,  no 
fooner  landed  in  England   than   he  haflened  to 
the    houfe  where  his  miftrefs   had   refided  ;  and 
Caving  learnt  the  particulars  of  her  conduct,  vex- 
ation 


JAMES  BOLLAND— for  Forgery.        53 

ation  and  difappointment  had  fuch  an  effect  upon 
his  mind,  that  the  recovery  of  his  rcafon  was,  for 
a  long  time,  judged  to  be  doubtful. 

Holland  being  ordered,  by  an  attorney  in  the 
city,  to  ferve  a  writ  on  a  colonel  in  his  Majefty's 
fervice  for  one  hundred  pounds,  he  arrefted  the 
gentleman  the  next  dny,  and  was  paid  the  debt 
and  cods  ;  but,  infr.<-:<i  or  rMiverir.g  the  money 
for  the  plaintiff's  Life,  he  declared  that  he  had  not 
ferved  the  wric.  The  arton-c-v,  however,  foon 
learning  that  the  debt  v:;s  difcharged,  commenced 
a  fuit  againft  the  mrriffs;  and  ri  .  perfons  who  had 
become  fureties  for  Bolland  wcie  compelled  to  pay 
the  hundred  pounds,  with  full  cofts. 

The  colonel  had  negie-cted  to  take  Holland's  re- 
ceipt; and  of  this  circumftance  the  villain  deter- 
mined to  avail  himfeif.  He,  a  fecond  time,  arrefted 
the  gentleman  for  a  hundred  pounds :  the  action 
was  bailed  ;  and  a  trial  enfued,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  a  witnefs  fwore,  that  he  was  preferrt  when 
the  colonel  paid  Bolland  an  hundred  pounds,  and 
cofts,  in  difchargc  of  the  writ.  Hereupon  the  Jury 
pronounced  in  favour  of  the  colonel.  % 

Though  Bolhnd's  character  was  notorious 
throughout  the  kingdom,  he  mighr,  perhaps,  have 
continued  his  depredation?  much  longer,  had  not 
many  of  his  mod  infamous  practices  been  expofed 
in  the  news-papers,  by  the  perfon  whom  we  have 
already  mentioned  his  having  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance with  in  the  Fleet,  and  whofe  effects  he 
leized  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gray's-inn,  under 
a  warrant  of  dirtrcfs,  obtained  by  fwearmg  to  a 
falfe  debt. 

When  the  (herifYs  were  informed  of  Bolland's 
villainy,  they  were  highly  exafperated  againft  him, 
and  iufpended  him*  from  acting  as  their  officer, 
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and  afligned  the  bail-bonds  as  fecurity,  by  which 
the  parties  he  had  injured  might  obtain  fome  rc- 
compence. 

Bolland's  avarice  was  fo  exceffive,  and  his  incli- 
nation to  villainy  fo  ftrong,  that  his  being  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  following  his  ufual  practices, 
proved  the  fource  of  much  uneaiinefs.  He  was 
advifed  to  act  under  the  Marfhalfea  court;  but  he 
rejected  the  propofal,  alledging  that  a  compliance 
would  degrade  his  character,  after  having  long 
moved  in  fo  fuperior  a  line  of  life. 

The  office  of  upper  city-marfhal  becoming  vacant 
by  the  deceafe  of  Ofmond  Cook,  Efquire,  Bol- 
land  determined  to  difpofe  of  part  of  his  infa- 
moufly  acquired  property  in  the  purchafe  thereof. 
The  place  being  put  up  for  fale  by  auction,  he 
became  the  purchafer  for  two  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred pounds.  Having  paid  the  depofit-money, 
which  was  lodged  in  the  chamberlain's  office,  he 
anxioufly  waited  for  the  approbation  of  the  court 
of  aldermen,  which  was  only  wanting  to  give  him 
that  power  over  the  citizens  which  he  was  pre- 
determined ^to  abufe. 

A  letter  was  addreffcd  to  the  Lord-mayor  and 
court  of  aldermen,  exhibiting  Bolland's  character 
in  all  its  horrid  deformity ;  and  proper  enquiries 
being  made,  the  facts  appeared  to  be  well-founded  ; 
in  eonfequence  of  which  the  court  of  aldermen 
refufed  him  the  place,  and  ordered  the  chamber- 
lain to  return  the  depofit-money. 

He  declared  that  he  would  commence  a  fuit  at 
law  againft  the  court  of  aldermen  for  the  recovery 
of  damages ;  and  when  the  recorder  communicated 
to  him  the  very  ftrong  reafons  that  had  induced  the 
Court  to  deem  him  unqualified  for  the  place  of  city* 
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marlhal,  he  behaved  in  a  manner  extremely  repre- 
henfible. 

To  conteft  the  matter  with  the  city  he  found  not 
likely  to  produce  him  any  advantage;  and  one  of 
the  ferjeants  at  mace  at  that  time  refigning  his 
office,  he  formed  the  refokition  of  purchafing  his 
'  place,  which  was  denied  him,  though  he  offered  a 
fum  confiderably  above  the  ufual  price.  *' 

The  depofit-  money  ftill  remained  in  the  cham- 
berlain's-office,  under  an  attachment  taken  out  by 
his  fureties,  on  account  of  their  bail-bonds  being 
affigned  over  for  the  benefit  of  the  perfons  who 
had  fuffered  through  his  iniquitous  proceedings. 

A  man  named  Jeffon  had  difcounted  a  note  for 
Bolland  ;  fome  time  arter  which  they  cafually  met 
at  the  George  and  Vulture  tavern  in  Cornhill,  when 
the  former  defired  the  note  might  be  redeemed. 
The  other  faid  he  then  happened  to  be  fhort  of 
cafh,  but  produced  a  note  of  hand  for  an  hundred 
pounds,  given  by  Mr.  Bradfhaw,  offering  to  take 
up  the  other  note,  it  Jelfon  would  take  Bradfhaw's- 
fecurity,  and  return  the  overplus.  To  this  Jeffon 
agreed  ;  and  while  he  was  counting  the  money, 
Bolland  endorfed  the  note;  which  being  obferved 
by  the  other,  he  faid  he  had  no  doubt  as  to  the 
refponfibility  of  Bradfhaw,  but  that  Bolland's  name 
would  render  the  note  unnegotiable.  Hereupon 
Bolland  took  a  knife,  and  crazed  all  the  letters  of 
his  furname,  excepting  the  firft,  and  in  their  room 
inknedanks;  after  which  he  delivered  the  note  to 
Jeffon. 

On  the  following  day  Jeffon  requeued  a  perfon, 
named  Cardineaux,  to  difcount  the  note  he  had  re- 
ceived irom Holland;  and  Cardineaux  paid  him  fif- 
teen pounds  ten  ibillings  on  account,  deliring  him 
to  cail  the  next  day  for  the  balance.  . 

The 
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The  next  Saturday,  Cardineaujt,  Jeflbn,  and  Bol- 
land,  met  at  a  tavern  inQueen-ftreet;  when  Cardi- 
neaux  queltioning  Bolland  refpecting  Banks,  the 
name  endorfed  upon  the  note;  he  faid  Banks  was 
a  victualler,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rathbone- 
place,  in  an  extend  ve  and  reputable  way  of  bufi- 
nefs.  Cardineaux^  faying  he  was  fully  fatisfied, 
paid  JeflTon  the  balance  in  his  favour,  in  fome  fmall 
notes,  and  a  draught  upon  his  banker. 

Cardineaux,  having  occalion  for  cafti,  carried  the 
note  to  his  banker,  who  difcounted  it  j  and  foon  af- 
ter Brad  (haw  was  declared  a  bankrupt.  Cardineaux 
now  applied  to  JkfTon,  defiring  that,  as  Bradfliaw 
had  failed,  he  wotild  provide  money  to  take  up  the 
note  when  it  became  due :  Jeflbn  had  recourfe  to 
Boiland  ;  but  he  refufed  to  take  up  the  note,  and 
even  denied  that  Jeflbn  had  received  it  of  him. 

Cardineaux,  Jeflbn,  and  Bolland,  met  at  the 
Edinburgh  cotfce-houfe  the  next  day,  when  the  for- 
mer introduced  a  converfation  refpedingBradfhaw's 
note ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  Bolland  faid,  that  his 
endorfement  did  not  appear  upon  the  note,  and 
that  it  had  not  pa  (fed  through  his  hands.  Upon 
this  Cardineaux  faid  JeflTon  had  mentioned  his  hav- 
ing altered  the  endoriement  from  Bolland  to  Banks: 
and  Bolland  then  deiired  all  difputes  might  fubfide, 
and  promifed  that  the  note  fhould  be  difcharged 
when  it  became  due. 

The  note  was  delivered  to  a  perfon  named 
Morris,  who  {hewed  it  to  a  gentleman  of  the  law, 
and  related  to  him  the  particulars  of  Holland's 
conduct ;  in  confequence  of  wfcich  a  profecution 
was  refolved  on. 

Bolland  being  apprehended,  a  man  was  fent,  in 
the  name  of  Banks,  to  carry  the  money  to  Cardi- 
neaux, who  gave  a  receipt  for  it,  telling  him  that 
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the  ncHe  he  had  to  redeem  was  in  the  poifeflion  of 
Morris,  and  would  be  detained  in  order  to  bfc 
produced  at  the  Old  Bailey  as  evidence  againft 
Holland. 

The  prifoner  being  brought  to  trial,  his  council 
exerted  their  utrr.oft  abilities  to  prove  that  he  had 
not  committed  forgery;  but  the  jury  found  him 
guilty  of  the  indictment.  When  fentence  of  death 
had  been  pronounced  againft  him,  the  Recorder 
pathetically  exhorted  him  to  employ  the  fhort  time 
he  had  to  live  in  preparing  for  eternity,  and  not  to 
deceive  himfelf  in  the  expectation  of  a  pardon, 
which  there  was  not  the  flighfeft  reafon  to  fuppofe 
would  be  granted. 

His  behaviour  in  Newgate  was  decent,  and  he 
\viis  treated  with  great  humanity  by  the  keeper  of 
that  prifon,  who,  upon  his  complaint  of  being  in- 
commoded by  the  great  weight  of  his  iron,  or- 
dered it  to  be  changed  for  one  lighter.  After  con- 
demnation he  was  daily  attended  by  the  ordinary, 
to  whom  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  gu  Ity 
of  great  wickednefs  :  but  he  endeavoured  to  ex* 
cufe  himfelf  on  the  fcore  of  impofmg  upon  the  per* 
fons-  he  anefted,  urging  that  the  fums  he  received 
he  confidered  as  fees  which  men  of  his  profeffion 
had  a  right  to  expeft  in  acknowledgment  of  civility 
ihewn  to  prifoners. 

He  continued  to  entertain  ftrong  hopes  of  a  par- 
don, e^en  till  the  time  of  learning  that  the  warrant 
was-iffiiicd  for  his  execution  ;  but  for  obtaining  ic 
he  purfued  meafures  exceedingly  improper.  He 
cauled  a  paper  to  be  prefented  to  the  King,  where* 
in  he  falfely  reprefented  his  cafe,  and  alledged  that 
he  was  innocent  of  the  fact  for  which  he  was  con- 
demned to  fufter  death.  This  falfe  Hate  of  his  cafe 
he  publimed  in  the  news-papers ;  and  procured 
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copies  of  it  to  be  diftributed  among  the  minifies 
of  ftate,  reprefentatives  ii^  parliament,  and  other 
perfons  of  influence. 

Copies  of  the  different  papers  that  Bolland  had 
circulated  were  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
lord  North;  and  when  the  Recorder  made  a  report 
to  his  Majefty  of  the  convicls  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  he.  was  very  particularly  exa- 
mined as  to  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of 
Bolland ;  and  his  anfwers  were  lb  clear  and  fatis- 
fa&ory,  that  Bolland  was  included  in  the  warrant 
for  execution. 

He  attended  divine  fervice  in  the  chapel  the 
morning  of  his  execution,  and  received  the  facra- 
uient  with  an  appearance  of  earneft  devotion.  He 
was  accompanied  to  the  fatal  fpot  by  a  methodift 
preacher,  and  his  behaviour  was  decent  and  com- 
pofed.  He  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  innumerable  fins,  but  declared  that  the  fa&  for 
which  he  was  to  die  was  not  committed  with  a  view 
to  defraud.  Obferving  Mr.  Wilkinfon  (whom  he 
had  ruined  in  the  manner  we  have  already  related) 
among  the  crowd,  he  defired  he  would  approach 
the  cart,  and  begged  his  forgivenefs,  which  was 
cordially  granted;  loon  after  which  he  fuffered  the 
fentence  of  the  latv. 

The  body  of  this  malefa&or  was  taken  to  High- 
gate  in  a  hearfe;  and  in  the  evening  carried  to  an 
undertaker's  in  Prince's- ftreet,  Drury-lane,  whence 
it  was  conveyed  to  Bunhill-fields  for  internment. 

James  Bolland  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
t8th  of  March,  1772. 

Every  generous  breafl  will  rife  with  indignation 
Qn  the  perufal  of  this  narrative.  To  opprefc  thofe 
already  finking  under  the  weight  of  misfortunes,  is 

a  fpeciea 


J.  BRITAIN— for  Forgery.  5$ 

a  fpecies  of  villainy  of  the  moft  enormous  kind. 
Bolland  was  guilty  of  innumerable  crimes  for  which 
no  punifhment  that  the  law  had  power  to  inHi£t 
would  have  been  too  fevere;  and  fuffered  at  length 
for  a  fact  which  (though  a  daring  infult  to  the  law) 
was  perhaps  (according  to  his  dying  declaration) 
not  committed  with  an  injurious  intention.  Hence, 
however,    we  may  learn  the  danger  of  violating 
thofe  inftitutions  that  arc  formed  for  the  protection 
of  individuals,  and  the  good  order  of  fociety.     Be 
it  remembered,  that  fuch  actions  as  will  not  bear 
the  teft  of  confcience,  muft  prove  offenfive  to  that 
Almighty  Being,  before  whofe  dread  tribunal  we 
mud  all  appear,  to  receive  the  award  that  Infinite 
Wifdom  (hall   apportion  to  our  virtues  and  de- 
merits. 


A  full  Account  of  the  JJfe,  extraordinary  Pro- 
ceedings, Trial,  Convi&ion,  and  Execution  of 
JONATHAN  BRITAIN,  who  was  hanged  at 
Bri/lol  for  Fergery. 


cafe  of  Britain  was  fo  extraordinary  in 
X   itfclf,  and  fo  much  the  fubjeft  of  public  con- 
verfation,  that  we  (hall  be  the  more  particular  in 
laying  a  full  and  complete  narrative  of  it  before 
our  readers. 

This  offender  was  a  native  of  a  village  near 
Thirfk,  in  the  county  of  York.  His  parents  were 
poor  people,  not  able  to  give  him  a  liberal  educa- 
tion :  but  they  fent  him  to  fchool  for  fome  time, 
till  he  had  learned  to  read  and  write,  and  had 
made  himfelf  matter  of  the  common  rules  of  anth^ 
mctic  ;  bi^t  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  advance 
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him  farther  in  learning:  however,  having  a  natural 
propenfity  to  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  he, 
without  the  afliftance  of  a  matter,  made  a  great 
proficierice  in  the  fciences  of  aftronomy  and  alge- 
bra ;  and  qualified  himfelf  to  teach  the  mathematics 
to  young  gentlemen. 

Having  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  arm 
when  a  boy,  and  a  w  eaknefs  continuing  in  it  for  a 
confiderable  time  afterwards,  his  parents  fent  him 
to  York  to  an  attorney,  whom  he  was  to  ferve  as 
an  errand-boy  j  but  he  had  not  been  long  in  this 
ftaiion,  before  his  mafter  difcovered  fuch  uncom- 
mon marks  of  genius  and  ability  in  him,  that  he 
articled  him  as  a  clerk,  and  took  him  into  his  office. 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  Britain,  if  he 
could  have  been  contented  in  this  creditable  (itu-» 
ation  ;  but  an  impatience  of  reftraint  induced  him 
to  leave  a  mafter  who  had  behaved  to  him  with  fo 
inuch  civility. 

He  had  not,  however,  been  long  out  of  place, 
when  the  mafter  of  a  public  academy  employed 
him  as  a  teacher  of  the  mathematics,  for  which  his 
own  iiudies  had  well  qualified  him  ;  and  he  was 
promoted  to  be  principal  ufher  in  the  fchool. 

In  this  fituatjon  he  was  as  reftlefs  as  in  the 
former ;  and  therefore  quitted  it,  and  entered  as  a 
foldier  in  the  tenth  regiment  of  dragoons.  As  he 
was  a  man  of  remarkably  fine  appearance  ;  as  his 
behaviour  was  graceful  in  a  high  degree,  and  his 
accomplifhments  greatly  fuperior  to  the  generality 
of  thpfe  in  his  rank  of  life,  he  was  taken  great 
notice  of  by  his  officers,  who  paid  fuch  attention 
to  him  as  very  much  flattered  his  vanity,  and  in- 
ducing him  to  rival  his  fuperiors  in  point  of  ex-*, 
pence,  his  circumflances  were  fqpn  greatly  reduced, 

and 
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and  he  had  recourfe  to  the  art  of  chicane  to  fup- 
port  his  extravagance. 

In  thefe  reduced  circumftances  he  committed 
a  variety  of  frauds,  rcoft  of  them  of  fo  artful  con- 
trivance as  to  elude  all  poflibiiky  of  detection.  He 
had  a  orftom  of  introducing  himfelf  into  the  com- 
pany of  perfons  who  had  no  fufpiciorvof  deceit, 
syicl  then  he  would  fo  far  infinuate  "himfelf  into 
their  good  opinion,  as  to  take  undue  advantage  of 
their  unfufpe&ing  honefty. 

The  following  will  ferve^as  one  proof  of  this 
difpolition.  A  gentleman  named  Peachy  having 
informed  Britain  that  he  had  a  la\v-fuit  depending, 
the  latter  told  him  that  he  was  an  attorney,  and 
under  that  pretence  defrauded  him  of  forty  pounds. 
But  no  fum  that  he  coj.ild  obtain  by  his  irregularity 
was  equal  to  the  fupport  of  his  unbounded  ex- 
travagance. 

Soon  after  this  he  married  the  young  widow  of 
a  ferjean:  in  the  fame  regiment  in  which  he  ferved, 
and  deferring  from  the  army,  he  repaired  with  his 
wife  to  Briftol,  w&ere  foon  becoming  reduced  to 
circumftances  of  abfolute  d-flrefs,  he  made  appli- 
cation to  a  gentleman  who  kept  an  academy  in 
that  city,  defiring  to  be  employed  in  teaching  the 
mathematics.  The  gentleman  was  in  no  want  of 
an  affiftant  at  that  time,  but  he  engaged  him  for  a 
•while,  in  mere  pity  to  his  diftreffed  lituation;  and 
afterwards  recommended  him  to  a  gentleman,  who 
had  a  considerable  property  in  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  ovcrfeer  of  his 
plantations. 

This  was  an  engagement  too  flattering  to  be  re- 
jecled  by  a  perlon  in  Britain's  circumllanccsj  and 
he  accordingly  embraced  it ;  and  articles  were 
4*awn  up  between  hiia  and  his  intended  employer; 

but 
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but  when  thefe  articles  were  ready  to  be  figned  by 
Britain,  his  wife  prevailed  on  him  not  to  put  his 
hand  to  them,  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
he  loft  his  engagement,  and  the  friendfhip  of  his 
intended  employer. 

This  very  imprudent  refufal  reduced  him  to  great 
diftrefs  ;  for  the  mafter  of  the  academy  was  now 
no  longer  his  friend.  Thus  lituated,  he  enlifted 
as  a  foldier  in  two  different  regiments  on  the  fame 
day,  though  he  was  at  that  very  time  a  deferter 
from  a  third  :  but  a  gentleman,  compafiionating 
his  fituation,  paid  money  to  releafe  him  from  both 
thefe  engagements. 

After  this  he  became  an  ufher  to  another  aca- 
demy in  Briftol ;  and  his  next  employment  was 
that  of  a  land-furveyor,  at  a  place  called  Wrinton 
in  Somerfetfliire.  His  feveral  engagements  took 
place  with  rapid  fucceffion  after  each  other  ;  and 
in  his  lad  fituation  he  might  have  been  exceedingly 
happy,  had  not  an  extravagant  and  reftlefs  difpo- 
fition  defeated  all  his  better  profpe&s.  He  could 
not  fettle  in  any  regular  employment,  for  his  ex- 
pences  were  always  more  than  proportioned  to  his 
income. 

Reduced  to  circumftances  of  great  diftrefs,  ha 
was  tempted  to  the  commifiion  or  forgery,  a  crime 
that  fcarce  ever  leaves  the  perpetrator  even  a  chance 
of  efcape.  Having  forged  feveral  drafts,  he  pafied 
£hem  at  Briftol,  and  then  repaired  to  London,  in 
fear  of  detection.  On  his  arrival  in  the  metropolis, 
he  wrote  feveral  letters  to  the  King,  intimating 
that  he  had  been  concerned  in  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock-yard  at  Portfmouth. 

No  regard  being  paid  to  thefe  letters  to  his 
Majefty,  he  wrote  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  declaring 
that  tip  was  jeady  to  furren^er  himfelf,  and  make 

adif- 
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a  difcovery  of  his  accomplices,  on  the  condition  that 
his  pardon  mould  be  promifed  in  an  advertifernent 
in  the  London  Gazette. 

No  immediate  notice  was  taken  of  this  letter  j 
on  which  this  extraordinary  man  went  into  Saint 
James's  Park,  with  a  pittol  concealed  under  his 
coat,  and  copies  of  fome  threatening  letters  in  his 
pocket :  in  this  manner  he  followed  the  King  frorn 
the  Queen's  palace  to  St.  James's,  not,  as  it  was 
prefumed,  with  a  view  to  injure  his  Sovereign, 
but  to  give  an  air  of  plaufibility  to  the  tale  which 
he  intended  to  invent  refpe&ing  the  fire  at  Portf- 
mouth. 

At  length  a  pardon  to  any  accomplice  was  ad- 
vertifed  in  the  Gazette:  on  which  Britain  went  t» 
Reading  to  meet  his  wife,  in  confequence  of  a  pre- 
vious agreement ;  but  on  the  very  evening  of  his 
arrival  in  that  town  he  offered  fome  forged  drafts 
in  payment ;  the  confequence  of  which  was  that 
he  was  apprehended,  and  lodged  in  gaol. 

During  his  imprifonment  at  Reading,  he  wrote 
a  number  of  letters,. which  he  contrived  to  tranf- 
mit  to  diftarrt  parts  of  the  kingdojn  ;  the  contents 
of  which  intimated  that  he  mould  be  refcued,  and 
many  perfons  gave  credit  to  the  infinuations  con-% 
tained  in  thefe  letters,  but  the  whole  turned  out 
to  be  only  a  fpecies  of  fraud  and  forgery. 

There  was  fomething  fo  remarkable  in  Britain's 
proceedings,  that  the  under  fecrctaries  of  ftate 
went  to  Reading  to  examine  him  ;  but  they  could 
make  nothing  of  his  tale,  the  whole  of  which, 
ferved  only  to  convince  them  that  he  had  no  real 
difcovery  to  make  :  in  confequence  of  which  they 
left  him,  for  the  lato  to  decide  on  his  other 
offences, 
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Difappointed  in  this  fcheme,  Britain  had  recoiirfe 
to  another,  if  poffible  more  extraordinary.  He 
wrote  letters,  which  he  caufed  to  be  inferted  in 
fome  of  the  news-papers,  in  which*  he  charged 
lord  Mansfield,  and  the  earls  of  Halifax  and  Paul* 
conbridge,  together  with  other  perfons  of  rank, 
with  having  been  bribed  by  the  court  of  France, 
"  to  encourage  the  fetting  fire  to  the  dock-yard  at 
"  Portfmouth." 

Improbable  as  this  flory  was,  many  people  gave 
a  temporary  attention  to  it,  and  fome  even  affe&ed 
to  believe  it ;  but  it  was  too  abfurd  to  obtain  cre- 
dit for  any  confiderable  time.  It,  was  a  little  un* 
lucky  for  Britain's  device,  that  he  charged  lord  Faul- 
conbridge  with  being  of  the  Roman  catholic  per- 
fuafion,  though  the  contrary  was  known  to  be- the 
fa£l.  The  abiurdity  of  this  ftory  foon  caufed  it  to 
be  treated  with  the  contempt  that  it  deferved. 

At  the  next  affizes  for  the  county  of  Berks  a  bill 
of  indictment  for  forgery  was  preferred  againff. 
Britain,  but  thrown  out  by  the  grand  jury,  on 
what  they  confidered  as  defective  evidence;  and  his 
difcharge  would  have  enfued  of  couvfe,.  but  that 
three  detainers  were  lodged  againft  him,  which 
kept  him  in  prifon  at  Reading  till  he  was  removed 
to  Briliol  by  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  keeper,  of  the  prifon  at  Reading  having 
fhevved  very  few  figns  of  lenity  towards  him;  he 
expieffed  himfelf  agreeably  furprized  by  the  lupe- 
rior  humanity  of  the  matter  of  the  gaol  at  Briltol, 
whofe  kindnefs  appeared  to  have  a  very  vifible 
effecVon  the  mind  of  the  prifon er. 

Britain  was  now  vifited  by  numbers  of  people, 
who  from  motives  of  curiofity  wiihed  to  enquire 
into  the  validity  of  the  tale  he  had  invented  re** 
fpe&ing  the  fire  :  but  they  could  make  no  fatisfac- 
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tory  difcovejies  :  they  faw  that  the  whole  tale  wai 
a  lie ;  yet  they  contributed  to  his  immediate  fup- 
port  in  a  manner  fo  liberal  as  to  do  honour  to 
their  humanity. 

On  the  commencement  of  the  feffions,  he  was 
arraigned  on  feveral  indictments  for  forgery  ;  but 
being  put  to  the  bar,  he  refufed  to  plead,  and  held 
in  his  hand  the  Gazette  which  contained  the  offer 
of  pardon,  infifting  that  he  had  "  given  informa- 
"  tion  againft  his  accomplices  who  had  fet  fire  to 
*  the  dock-yard  at  Portsmouth. " 

On  this  he  was  informed  by  the  Recorder,  that 
he  could  take  no  notice  of  the  proclamation  in- 
ferted  in  the  Gazette  :  but  Britain,  inftead  of  pay- 
ing attention  to  this  declaration,  threw  the  Gazette 
upon  the  table  where  the  clerk  fat,  and  declared 
that  a  fcheme  was  formed  to  deprive  him  of  life 
contrary  to  the  due  courfe  of  law. 

Hereupon  the  Recorder  mentioned  a  late  act  of 
parliament,  by  which  he  would  be  deemed  guilty, 
if  lie  refufed  to  plead  to  the  indictment :  but  the 
rnagiftrate  did  not  chufe  to  proceed  on  the  trial, 
without  being  in  poffeflion  of  the  act  in  quetlion  ; 
on  which  a  fpecial  meflenger  was  fent  to  London, 
to  procure  the  aft  if  it  could  be  had  in  print,  or 
otherwife  to  bring  ah  attefted  copy  cf  it  from  the 
Record-office. 

The  meflenger  returning  with  the  a&  of  parlia- 
ment in  print  at  the  end  of  two  days,  Britain  was 
again  brought  to  his  trial,  when  he  pleaded  not 
guilty  to  the  indictment.  The  Recorder  would 
have  allowed  him  council,  but  he  refufed  all  (uch 
kind  of  afliftance,  and  determined  to  plead  for  him- 
felf.  He  crofs-examined  the  witneffes  ffc,a  man- 
ner that  gave  fufficient  tefttmony  of  his  abilities  ; 
Jjut  the  evidence  againft  him  was  fuch  »s  not  to 
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admit  of  a  doubt  of  his  guilt  ;  in  confequenc* 
of  which  he  was  capitally  convicted,  and  fentenced 
to  die. 

Before  the  pafling  the  dreadful  fentence  of  the 
law,  the  Recorder  addreffed  him  in  the  moft  pa- 
thetic terms ;  informed  him  that  he  had  no  reafon 
to  expect  an  interpofitionol  thev Royal  mercy,  and 
entreated  him  to  make  every  poflible  preparation 
for  the  ignominious  fate  that  awaited  him. 

After  this  unhappy  man^had  received  fentence 
of  death,  he  feemed  to  abandon  himfelf  to  derpair, 
and  was,  in  all  refpefts,  in  a  moft  horrid  ftate  of 
inind.  A  gentleman  of  Briftol,  being  made  ae 
quainted  with  his  very  unhappy  (ituation,  wrote  a 
letter  to  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  faithful 
abridgement. 

In  the  firft  place,  he  reprefented  that  his  ownt 
anxiety  to  promote  his  eternal  happinefs  gave  rife 
to  that  letter,  which  being  dictated  by  motives  of 
the  pureft  and  moft  difmtercfted  regard,  he  hoped 
that  all  due  attention  would  be  paid  to  its  contents. 
The  writer  then  proceeded  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  "  You  have  now  patted  your  trial,  and  every 
"  chance  for  life  is  over. — You  are  fentenced  to 
**  die — to  die  1  O  my  God,  how  foon  !  In  three 
"  fhort  weekt  you  muft  bid  adieu  to  this  life, 
"  amidft  the  folemnities  of  a  public  execution. 
"  Then  the  fecrets  of  the  invifibte  world  will  be 
*'  made  known  to  you,  and  you  muft  commence 
•*  an  «xiftence  in  eveilafting  and  inconceivable 
"  torments,  or  eternal  glory. — You  ale  fenubie, 
**  Mr.  Britain,  that  there  is  a  God,  and  that  he 
«*  will  arraign  you  at  his  tribunal  for  all  your  fins 
-"  againft  him  ;  and  that  there  will  be  no  poflib;lity 
"  of  efcaping:  his  wrath,  if  you  depart  hence  with- 

"  out 
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tc  out  obtaining  his   mercy.     Let  this  one  thing 
"  engage  your  attention  day  and  night." 

After  thefe  commendable  advices  and  exhorta- 
tions, the  letter-writer  proceeds  as  follows : — "  You 
"  have  brought  upon  yourfelf  the  abhorrence  of 
"  your  fellow-creatures,  and  procured  a  fcanda- 
"  lous  death. — You  are  laden  with  fetters — in 
"  prifon — and  left  to  all  the  bitternefs  of  reflec- 
"  tion  .'—Your  crimes  are  many,  and  heinous 
"  againft  God  and  man. — Your  poor  foul  is'deep- 
"  ly  wounded  with  your  fins,  and  your  heart,  I 
"  hope,  finks  within  you !  Ah  poor  unhappy  Bii- 
"  tain!  fee  your  fad  condition  ;  your  foul  expofed 
'*  to  endlefs  mifery !  What  will  or  can  you  do?" 

After  this  folemn  and  pathetic  addrefs,  the 
writer  reprefented  to  him  the  fuperior  excellency 
of  the  Chvifiian  religion,  as  it  is  developed  in  the 
holy  fcriptures  :  he  advifed  him  not  to  flatter  him- 
lielf  with  the  hope  of  that  paroon  which  he  had  no 
reafon  to  expect,  and  entreated  him  to  apply  him- 
felf  to  reading  and  prayer,  and  to  keep  only  re*- 
ligious  company,  as  the  moft  proper  methods  of 
preparing  himfelf  for  the  awful  ftate  that  awaited 
him. 

This  benevolent  writer  concluded  his  letter  in 
the  following  terms  :— "  Let  me  advife  you  to 
<;  ktep  yourfelf  from  idle  company;  be  as  much 
"  alone  as  poflible  ;  convcrfe  about  nothing  that 
'•  does  not  concern  your  better  part ;  —  think 
"  how  mort  your  time  is  ;  confider  the  important 
11  bufinefs  you  ihould  be  engaged  -in,  and  ijst  about 
"  it  in  the  fear  of  God  and  with  a  firm  refolution; 
*f  and,  as  the  ftrongeft  motive  to  all  this,  ponder 
<e  upon  eternity,  think  of  its  duration!  May  its 
"  mi  (cries  alarm  your  fears  and  diligence,  and  its 
•*'  glories  excite  your  deiiies." 

£  ^  The 
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The  accounts  tranfmitted  to  us  fay,  that  Britain 
had  been  educated  in  the  Roman  catholic  perfua- 
fion;  and  indeed  this  appears  to  have  been  the  fact, 
for,  in  anfwer  to  the  letter  above  mentioned,  he 
fent  to  the  writer,  informing  him,  that  he  would 
have  no  concern  with  any  one  of  his  faith  : — but 
this  refolution  did  not  hold  him  long;  fince,  foon 
after  difpatching  his  meflenger,  he  fent  a  letter  to 
the  gentleman,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

SIR,  —  *'  Sorry  I  am  to  think  that  I  rejected 
"  you  (God's  fervant)  this  morning.  My  foul  is 
"  troubled,  my  fpirits  fail,  my  confcience  tells  me 
"  I  have  done  amifs.  Oh!  for  Chrift's  fake,  for- 
<£  give  my  flubbornnefs,  forget  my  naughty  anfwer, 
«'  and  corri£  and  adminifter  comfort  to  a  poor  af- 
*{  flidted  foul,  whofe  appearance  muft  be  before 
*{  the  Lord  in  a  fhort  time. — My  cafe  is  defperate; 
*'  my  time  is  Chort;  and  my  fins  are  many,  many 
"  indeed  !  The  grief  and  horrors  of  a  poor  afflicted 
*'  foul,  are  not  eafily  conceived ;  and  every  tern- 
'*'  poral  advantage  feems  only  to  encreafe  my  mi- 
*'  fery.  Your  compliance  with  my  requeil  will,  I 
<{  hope,  through  the  bleffing  of  God,  afford  me 
*s  fome  relief." 

The  gentleman  had  no  fooner  received  this  letter 
than  he  attended  the  unhappy  man,  with  a  lincere 
wifh  to  afford  him  all  the  confolation  in  his  power. 
Britain  received  him  in  a  very  proper  manner,  pay*- 
ing  all  refpeft  to  his  perfon  and  function :  but  faid 
he  was  concerned  that  he  had  requefted  his  com- 
pany, as  he  was  refolved,  for  the  fhort  remainder 
of  his  life,  to  adhere  to  the  doctrines  of  the  church 
of  Rome.  The  reafons  he  alledged  for  this  perfe- 
verance  were,  that  the  Proteitants  were  enthufiafts, 
?nd  that  no  confidence  could  be  placed  in  the  clergy 
of  that  church, - 
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The  benevolent  vifitoreafily  comprehended  that 
Britain  was  greaily  d  ftrefied  in  hi?  mind,  andufed 
every  argument  in  his  power  to  confole  him.  He 
begged  that  he  would  mention  the  objections  that 
he  had  to  his  vifiting  him,  and  hoped  he  might 
give  fuch  anfwers  as  might  be  fatisfa&ory  to  the 
unhappy  man. 

Britain  exprefled  his  thanks  in  a  handfome  man- 
ner, but  begged  to  decline  the  propofed  vifits,  fay- 
ing that  he  was  refolved  to  purfue  his  own  fcheme. 
The  vifitor  demanding  what  this  fcheme  was,  the 
unhappy  man  anfwered  "  morality." 

A  conference  now  enfuedori  the  fubjecl:  of  mo- 
rality, in  which  the  gentleman  endeavoure/i  to  con- 
vince Britain  that  his  time  in  this  life  would  be  too 
ihort  to  form  himfelf  to  the  firft  habits  of  mora- 
lity; and  that,  if  he  could  do  lb,  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  atone  for  the  fins  of  his  paft  life. 

The  gentleman  further  urged  the  neceffity  of  an 
immediate  and  unfeigned  repentance,  without  which 
he  could  not  expect  the  mercy  of  God. 

He  took  pains  to  explain  to  him  the  nature  of 
the  gofpel  difpenfation,  and  quoted  the  following 
and  other  texts  for  his  encouragement.  <;  Who- 
"  foever  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft 
"  out : — Seek,  and  ye  fhall  find  ;  afk,  and  it  fhafl 
"  be  given." 

Britain  feemed  to  be  attentive  to  thefe  pious  ex- 
hortations, but  not  to  be  convinced  by  them.  la 
particular  he  faid,  that  \vhen  he  attempted  to  pray, 
he  was  fo  confuted  in  his  mind,  and  felt  fuch  re- 
rnorfe  of  conlcience  for  the  enormities  of  his  paft 
life,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  fuftain  the  load  of 
affliction  with  whicn  he  was  opprelfcd.  His  bene- 
volent friend  now  told  him  that  he  had  paid  the 
vjlit  with  the  moft  diimterefted  wifh  to  prornote 
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his  happinefs,  and  defired  him  to  think  how  that 
might  be  moft  effe&ually  promoted,  and  the  peace 
of  his  mind  reflored ;  adding,  with  a  generous  be- 
nevolence of  mind,  ((  I  would  rather  fee  you  die 
'*  a  good  Papift,  than  not  be  of  any  religion 
"  whatever."  He  even  went  farther  than  this ;  he 
advifed  him  to  fend  for  a  prieft,  if  he  thought  his 
own  arguments  had  no  weight. 

This  amazed  Britain,  who  had  no  idea  that  a 
Proteftant  could  be  influenced  by  fuch  liberality  of 
fentiment,  and  would  fain  have  entered  into  debate 
on  the  comparative  merits  of  the  Proteftant  and 
Popifh  faith  ;  but  this  the  gentleman  wilhed  to 
decline,  obferving  that  the  fhort  remains  of  his  life 
ought  to  be  fpent  in  the  practice  of  devotion. 

In  anfwer  hereto  Britain  faid  that  the  matter 
was  of  the  higheft  confequence  to  him,  for  he  be- 
Jieved  in  the  doctrine  of  purgatory,  and  in  the  pro- 
priety of  an  invocation  to  faints  ;  whereas  the* 
Proteftants,  unreafonably  as  he  conceived  were 
averfe  to  both.  Britain's  words  were  as  follow  : 
"  You  will  not  pray  to  departed  faints,  and  yet 
"  you  folicit  the  prayers  of  each  other,  and  you 
4*  know  that  you  are  neither  fo  pure  or  holy  as 
"  they.  Your  objections  to  purgatory  are  ftill 
"  weaker,  for. they  contradict  that  paflage  in  the 
*•  holy  fcripture,  where  the  apoflle  Peter  eitablifn- 
"  eth  it,  lit  Peter,  chap.  III.  ver.  19.  I  fhould 
"  be  glad  to  know  what  you  have  to  fay  to  thefe 
*;  particulars." 

In  reply  hereto,  the  gentleman  remarked,  that 
St.  Paul,  in  his  epiflle  to  Timothy,  enjoined  us  to 
pray  for  each  other,  when  he  directs  that  "  prayers 
"  and  Applications  mould  be  made  for  all  men ;" 
"  but  (faid  he)  for  poor  fallen  men  to  aflume  the 
"  office  of  a  mediator,  it  is  condemned  in  fcrip-p 
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'  ture,  where  we  are  told  that  there  is  but  one 
"  mediator  between  God  and  man,  the  man  Chrifi* 
«'  Jefus." 

The  gentleman  farther  remarked  on  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  our  praying  for  each  other,  as  it  was  a 
proof  of  the  pity  that  we  entertained  for  our  mu- 
tual frailties,  and  tended  to  conciliate  that  affection 
vrhich  is  the  honour  of  our  nature.  He  likewife 
obferved,  that  though  we  might  pray  for  our  fel- 
low creatures,  we  could  not  effe&ually  ferve  them 
without  their  own  adifting  endeavours ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  ridiculous  for  a  perfon  to  neglect  his 
own  duty,  in  the  confidence  of  a  bleffing  to  be 
granted  in  confequence  of  the  prayers  of  others. 
The  gentleman's  farther  remarks  are  comprized  in 
the  following  words: 

"  You  fee  how  this  duty,  properly  explained, 
"  is  confiftent  with  reafon  and  the  authority  of 
"  fcripture  ;  whereas  the  addrefles  that  are  made 
"  to  departed  fouls  are  hazardous  and  dangerous. 
"  They  are  hazardous}  as  departed  fouls  may  be 
"  in  fome  region  diftant  from  our  atmofphere  ;  or, 
"  if  it  could  be  afcertained  that  they  are  conver- 
"  fant  with  mortals,  yet  they  cannot  every-where 
"  be  attentive  to  the  petitions  which  are  prefented 
"  to  them,  unlefs  we  admit  of  their  omniprefence, 
"  which  would  be  to  commence  Heathens,  and 
"  rob  God  of  one  of  his  mod  glorious  attributes. 
"  Add  to  all  this,  that  the  fcriptures  altogether  dif- 
"  countenance  it,  and  direct  us  to  trult  only  in 
"  God.  It  is,  therefore,  much  fafer  to  truft  in  his 
"  power  and  goodnefs,  who  is  the  fame  yefterday, 
41  torday,  and  for  ever;  than  to  rely  on  the  me- 
"  diation  of  thofe,  wbo  have  obtained  an  inheri- 
J  Ui»€  in  heaven  thro'  the  merits  of  Chrift. 
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"  Your  notions  of  purgatory  are  altogether  un- 
tc  fcriptural,  as  the  very  text  you  bring  in  proof 
"  of  it  fliall  evince.  St.  Peter  is  there  (peaking  of 
f£  the  fpirit  which  quickened,  or  raifed  Chrift  from 
t{  the  de"ad,  and  allures  us,  that  by  the  fame  fpirit 
"  he  went  in  the  days  of  Noah,  long  before  he 
'*  affumed  our  nature,  and  preached  unto  the 
"  fpirits  in  prifon,  meaning  either  the  fpirits  im- 
'*  prifoned  in  the  body,  or  fart  bound  in  trefpaffes 
M  and  fins. 

"  That  this  muft  be  the  fenfe  of  the  text  will 
"  appear  quite  clear,  when  we  recollecl.  that  in  the 
"  day  of  judgment  men  will  be  tried  for  the  deeds 
"  done  in  the  body  ;  confequently  when  the  fpirit 
"  returns  to  God,  every-thing  remains  fixed  till  the 
"  great  re-union,  when  the  final  fentence  will  be 
"  given,  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body, 
"  whether  they  be  good  or  evil. 

"  Now,  though  1  oppofe  purgatory,  yet  I  ad- 
*'  mit  of  an  intermediate  ftate  ;  and  I  believe  that 
"  happy  fpirits  in  that  ftate  are  waiting  for  the 
"  confummation  of  glory.  But  this  cannot  afford 
"  you  any  benefit,  if  you  quit  this  world  without 
"  the  neceffary  qualification  for  it,  I  mean  peace 
41  with  God." 

When  the  gentleman  had  concluded  xvhat  he 
had  to  fay,  he  propofed  to  pray  with  the  unhappy 
convict,  which  was  confented  to  after  fome  hefi- 
tation  ;  but  yet  Britain  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
decency,  and  they  parted  as  foon  as  the  devotions 
were  ended. 

The  benevolent  friend  vifited  the  unfortunate 
man  on  the  following  day,  agreeable  to  his  own 
defire,  and  was  happy  to  find  him  more  compofed 
in  mind  than  he  had  been,  though  he  was  not  yet 
re&gned  to  the  deplorable  fate  that  awaited  him, 
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nor  convinced  of  his  errors  by  the  arguments  that 
had  been  ufed. 

The  fubject  of  their  difcourfe  on  this  occafiort 
was  the  necefluy  of  obtaining  the  favour  of  God, 
to  prevent  the  certainty  of  eternal  punifliment. 
Britain  feemed  pleafed  with  this  fubject,  obferving 
that  it  made  him  look  with  horror  on  the  (ins  of 
his  paft  life,  and  fitted  his  mind  to  pray  for  the 
pardon  of  his  crimes. 

The  kind  vifitor  now  enquired  if  the  Roman  ca- 
tholic prieft  (hould  be  admitted.  Britain  exprdTed 
jhis  defire  to  have  one  converfation  with  him  on  the 
important  fubject.  The  gentleman  faid  that  the  vilit 
fhould  be  made  if  it  was  at  his  earneft  requeft;  but 
when  he  viiiced  the  Convict  on  the  following  day, 
and  found  that  his  view  was  to  obtain  abfolution 
for  his  fins,  he  reprefented  to  him  theabfurdity  of 
a  practice  that  could  tend  only  "  to  fill  the  mind 
"  with  a  falfe  confidence,  and  make  people  believe 
"  that  they  arc  objects  of  the  divine  favour,  when 
"  they  are  enemies  to  God,  and  ftrangers  to  the 
"  truth  of  the  everlalting  gofpel." 

The  unhappy  convict  now  begged  an  explana- 
tion of  the  following  words  in  the  gofpel  of  St. 
John,  chap.  xx.  ver.  23.  "  Whofe-foever  fins  ye 
44  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them  ;  and  whofe- 
•"  foever  fins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained." 

To  this  the  gentleman  replied,  that  the  preach- 
ing the  rcmiflion  of  fins  to  thofe  who  repented,  and 
believed  in  jefus  Chrift,  was  a  duty  enforced  on 
the  apotlles,  but  that  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  remit  fins,  which  could  be  only  the  confequencc 
of  repentance,  and  faith  in  Chrift.  He  added, 
that  the  Apoftles  were  faid  to  retain  fins  when  the 
auditors  of  their  doctrine  neither  believed  nor  re- 
pented; but  that  the  remiffion  of  the  fins  of  an  im- 
VOL,  V.  No.  43.  L  penitent 
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penitent  unbeliever  was  never  once  mentioned  in 
the  New  Teftament. 

This  anfwer  did  not  fatisfy  Britain ;  on  which  his 
generous  friend  faid  farther,  that  ««  fuppofing  the 
f<  apoftles  had  an  abfolute  power  to  forgive  fins, 
"  yet  he  could  not,  with  the  leaft  fhadow  of  reafon, 
"  lay  that  one  of  their  priefts  had  the  fame  power, 
ct  unlefs  he  could  give  fuah  proofs  thereof  as  the 
"  apoftles  did." 

He  farther  urged  that  it  would  bt  an  infult  of- 
fered to  Almighty  God  for  one  (inner  to  pretend 
to  pardon  another,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  being  a 
power  lodged  only  with  the  fupreme  Being. 

Britain  acknowledged  that  there  was  fome  force 
in  thefe  arguments;  yet  fuch  was  the  prejudice  of 
education  that  he  would  not  yield  to  their  weight. 
His  friend  having  left  him,  he  was  vifited  by  the 
Romifh  prieft,  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  being  pre- 
fent.  Nothing  material  pafled  at  this  vifit,  other 
than  a  promife  of  a  fecond.on  the  fucceeding  Mon- 
day, when  it  was  agreed  that  the  prieft  fhouid  take 
his  £pnfeflion. 

T*he  two  following  days  being  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  Britain  was  vifited  by  his  friend,  who 
found  him  much  difturbed  in  mind,  and  anxious 
for  the  vifit  of  the  prieft,  to  abfolve  him  from  his 
fins.  On  this  the  humane  vifitor  exerted  himfelf 
more  than  ever  to  explain  the  facred  doctrines  of 
chriftianity ,-  fo  that  Britain  at  length  began  to 
have  a  clear  conception  of  what  had  hitherto  been 
matter  of  doubt  and  obfcurity. 

When  the  Romifh  prieft  came  on  the  Monday 
morning,  Britain  declined  accepting  his  vifit ;  and, 
when  the  friend,  who  had  been  fo  anxious  to  ferve 
Jiis  moft  eflential  interefts,  waited  on  him  fome 
afterwards,  hp  was  ama^ecj  at  (he  happy 
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change  of  difpofition  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
mind  of  the  convict. 

Henceforward  Britain  appeared  not  to  dread  the 
inevitable  flroke  of  death.  He  employed  his  time 
in  the  moft  exemplary  devotion,  being  continually 
reading  or  finging  divine  hymns ;  and  confeffed  the 
juftice  of  the  fentence  by  which  he  had  been  con- 
demned, faying  that  it  would  be  the  happy  means 
of  promoting  his  eternal  felicity. 

An  undertaker  coming  to  take  meafure  of  him 
to  make  his  coffin*,  he  evinced  no  kind  of  con- 
cern ;  and  on  the  fight  of  it  he  furveyed  it  with 
the  utmoft  calmnefs,  and  even  with  a  fmiling  coun- 
tenance, as  that  of  a  man  who  had  got  above  the 
fear  of  death. 

On  the  day  before  he  was  executed  he  received 
the  facrament,  with  every  mark  of  unfeigned  peni- 
tence and  devotion  ;  exprefled  the  utmoft  hope  of 
pardon,  through  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer  of 
mankind,  and  appeared  highly  grateful  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  gofpel  revelation. 

On  the  evening  preceding  his  death  his  ever-ge- 
nerous friend,  vifited  him,  and  begged  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  compofe  himfelf  to  fleep,  as  a 
refrefhment  to  his  difturbed  mind  ;  6ut  he  replied 
in  the  following  remarkable  words:  —  "  God  for- 
««  bid  !  —  I  have  fpent  rnany^  nights,  as  well  ae 
"  days,  to  the  difhonour  of  God,  and  deftruction 
««  of  my  fou] ;  but  this,  my  laft  night,  fhall  be 
"  fpent  in  praifing  that  God,  from  whom  alone  I 
"  expect  to  find  mercy." 

*  One  would  think  the  ceremony  of  meafuring  a 
man  on  fo  folemn  an  occafion  might  be  difpenfed 
with.  How  eafy  would  it  be  for  a  friend  to  give 
intimation  of  his  height  and  fize,  and  for  a  coffin 
IP  be  provided  accordingly  I 
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Britain  having  injured  a  particular  perfon,  defi- 
red  to  fee  him,  to  beg  his  pardon :  —the  other  at- 
tended, but  treated  him  in  the  mod  infulting  man- 
ner ;  yet  the  prifoner  bore  his  infults  in  a  way  be- 
coming his  unhappy  fuuation. 

Britain  took  a  fotemn  leave  of  his  fellow-pri- 
foners  on  the  morning  of  his  execution,  telling  them 
that  he  muft  prepare  for  his  approaching  diffblu- 
tion.  .  At  jhis  time  he  was  vifited  by  his  friend  fo 
often  mentioned,  who  feemed  generoufly  determined 
to  attend  him  to  the  laft  fatal  moment.  When  his 
irons  were  knocked  off  in  the  lodge  of  the  prifon, 
and  his  arms  bound  back  with  a  halter,  as  is  cufto- 
inary  on  thefe  folemn  occafions,  he  furveyed  himfelf 
in  a  looking-glafs,  and  faid,  "  Britain!  thou  waft 
*  never  fo  happily  arrayed  in  all  thy  life." 

A  fliort  time  before  his  execution  he  figned  a  pa- 
per, importing  that  what  he  had  faid  refpedling 
the  fire  at  Portfmouth  was  mere  invention  of  his 
own,  with  a  view  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  punimment 
for  the  various  crimes  that  he  had  committed. 

Britain's  zealous  friend  attended  the  clergyman 
who  went  with  him  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  the  malefador  made  a  long  fpeech  to  the 
furrounding  multitude,  concluding  his  addrefs  in 
the  following  terms :  «  Let  the  righteous  rejoice  ; 
"  let  the  linner  take  warning,  young  or  old,  the 
"  young  efpecially ;  —  fee  what  fin  has  done  for 
"  poor  Britain  I  and  fee  in  me  what  God  can  do 
"  for  poor  finners !  Let  this  encourage  you  to 
«*  return  to  him.*' 

The  friends  of  the  malefactor  having  prayed 
with  him,  and  taken  a  laft  folemn  farewel  of  him, 
he  was  left  to  his  own  private  devotions,  and  then 
turned  off,  on  a  iignal  given,  which  had  been 
agreed  on  between  him  and  the  executioner. 

Jonathan 
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Jonathan  Britain  was  hanged  at  Briftol  on  the 
I5th  of  May,  1772. 

After  the  very  particular  account  given  of  this 
malefactor,  it  cannot  be  necefiary  to  make  any  te- 
dious remarks  on  his  ca  fe.  People  of  common  fenfe 
will  judge  of  him  as  a  madman,  rendered  fo  by  the 
enormity  of  his  crimes ;  and  will  pity  him  in  pro- 
portion as  they  may  deem  him  an  object  of  com- 
patfion. 

The  generofity  of  the  gentleman  who  attended 
him  in  the  laft  ftages  of  his  life  is  worthy  of  the 
higheft  praifc ;  but  that  gentlem:m  does  not  feem 
to  have  adverted  to  the  doubtfulnefs  attending  a 
prefumed  fudden  conviction  from  one  religious 
faith  to  another. — But  it  is  time  to  quit  this  fub- 
ject.  Let  all  our  hopes  center  in  the  expectation 
of  that  eternal  felicity,  in  which  there  is  no  diftinc- 
tion  of  religion,  when  we  (hall  all  join  in  the  praifes 
of  that  God  who  is  equally  the  protector  of  the  de- 
vout of  all  denominations. 


An  Account  of  the  Cafes  of  SAMUEL  ROBERTS 
and  THOMAS  BACCHUS,  who  were  hanged 
at  Tyburn  for  High  Treafon,  in  counterfeiting 
the  current  Coin  of  this  Realm. 

TH  E  firft  mentioned  of  thefe  malefactors  wai 
a  native  of  Shrewfbury.  He  was  defcended 
of  parents  of  very  fair  character,  but  in  circum- 
fiances  rather  contracted;  however,  they  gave  him 
what  education  was  in  their  power,  and  theft  ap- 
prenticed him  to  a  baker. 

Afor 
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After  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  appren- 
ticefliip,  he  repaired  to  the  metropolis,  and  la- 
boured as  a  journeyman  with  different  matters  for 
a  confiderable  time,  ftill  fupporting  the  character 
of  an  induftrious  and  honeft  man.  Some  friends, 
obferving  the  goodnefs  of  his  difpofition,  advanced 
him  money,  with  which  he  took  a  (hop  in  Gray's- 
inn-lane,  and  met  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  bufinefs  as 
rewarded  his  affiduity. 

At  length,  very  unhappily  for  himfelf,  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  father  of  Bacchus,  from 
the  cafual  meeting  him  at  a  public  houfe.  Soon 
after  their  acquaintance  the  old  man  advifed  him  to 
remove  into  South  wark,  where  he  faid  an  excellent 
houfe  and  (hop  offered  for  his  accommodation.  Ro- 
berts being  married,  and  having  four  children,  lif- 
tened  to  this  advice,  in  the  hope  of  making  a  better 
provifion  for  his  family. 

A  very  (hort  time  after  his  refidence  in  South- 
wark,  the  elder  Bacchus  and  his  Ton,  with  fome 
other  people  who  were  coiners,  told  Roberts  that 
they  would  be  ready  to  aflift  him  with  money  on 
any  emergency.  It  happened  that,  fome  little  time 
afterwards,  Roberts  wanted  fome  money  to  make 
up  a  bill  due  for  flour,  on  which  he  mentioned  the 
affair  to  the  elder  Bacchus,  and  he  was  immediately 
furnifhed  with  the  requilite  fum. 

This  circumstance  had  not  long  taken  place, 
when  the  younger  Bacchus  informed  Roberts  that 
his  father  was  out  of  town,  and  begged  his  aflif- 
tance  in  coining,  on  the  condition  of  which  he 
Ihould  be  amply  fupplied  with  fuch  money  as  he 
might  want. 

Roberts  hefitatcd  for  a  while  to  comply  with  a 
fchecne  big  with  fuch  evident  deftruction;  but  the 
profpect  of  gain  becoming  at  length  too  ftrong  for 

his 
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his  more  virtuous  refolutions,  he  fatally  confented, 
and  ruin  was  the  confequence.  The  nature  of  the 
partnerfhip,  for  fuch  it  may  be  deemed,  was  this: 
Bacchus  was  generally  the  immediate  coiner  of  the 
counterfeit  money,  which  Roberts  put  off  to  unfuf- 
pecling  people.  They  had  imitated  a  variety  of 
gold  and  filver  coin,  which  was  fo  well  executed 
that  it  could  havdly  be  diftinguimed  from  the  real 
money  made  at  the  Tower ;  yet  the  adulteration 
was  fo  great,  that,  in  many  pieces,  the  intrinfic  va- 
lue was  not  a  fourth  of  the  nominal. 

Great  part  of  this  counterfeit  money  was  put  off 
at  country-fairs,  where  the  agents  employed  to  dif- 
pofe  of  it  (for  there  were  others  befides  Roberts) 
appeared  as  horfe-dealers,  and  found  feveral  coun- 
try tradefmen  ready  enough  to  traffic  with  them 
for  this  falfe  coin. 

The  coiners  ufed  to  fell  this  money  by  weight  to 
the  countrymen,  who  circulated  it  in  the  courfe  of 
their  connexions  j  fo  that  the  evil  fpread  wide,  to 
the  injury  of  many  an  unfortunate  individual. 

In  the  interim  Bacchus  and  Roberts  lived  in  a 
very  handfome  manner  on  the  profits  of  their  ini- 
quitous trade.  Their  neighbours  could  not  con- 
ceive how  they  procured  a  fubfiftence;  and  it  is 
polfible  that  they  might  have  continued  their  prac- 
tices a  confiderable  time  longer,  but  that  one  of 
their  accomplices  gave  fuch  hints  as  led  to  the 
ready  means  of  detecting  them. 

Some  conftables  being  employed  to  fearch  the 
houfe,  they  found  Bacchus  with  all  the  impler 
ments  proper  for  coining,  in  the  acl:  of  making 
Counterfeit  mone/,  while  Roberts  was  aflifting  him 
in  this  unlawful  tranfa&ion;  on  which  both  the 
parties  were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  being  carried 
I  before. 
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before  Sir  John  Fielding,    that  magiftrate  com- 
mitted them  to  Newgate. 

It  may  be  now  proper  to  mention  that  Bacchus 
was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Stafford,  and  was,  at 
a  very  early  age,  initiated  inrj  the  art  of  coining 
by  his  father,  who  feem§  purpofely  to  have  trained 
him  to  the  gallows.  The  younger  Bacchus  never 
followed  any  bufinefs  but  coining,  except  cccafio- 
nally  dealing  in  fmuggled  goods  when  he  happened 
to  have  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  in  his  poffef- 
lion. 

The  prifoners  remained  in  Newgate  feveral 
months  before  they  were  brought  to  trial;  but  at 
length  they  were  convicted  on  the  cleareft  evidence, 
and  fentenced  to  die. 

The  behaviour  of  Roberts  after  conviction  was 
exceedingly  well  adapted  to  his  unhappy  fituation. 
He  was  regular  and  devout  in  his  attendance  on 
religious  duties,  employed  much  time  in  reading 
books  of  devotion,  and  was  regardful  of  the  in- 
ftrucHons  given  him  by  the  ordinary  of  Newgate. 
On  learning  that  the  warrant  for  his  execution  was 
arrived,  his  ferioufnefs  and  penitence  appeared  to 
be  augmented,  and  he  looked  forward  to  eternity 
in  the  humble  hope  of  the  divine  pardon. 

Nor  was  the  behaviour  of  Bacchus  lefs  regular, 
penitent,  and  devout.  He  made  a  decent  prepara- 
tion for  his  approaching  death.  The  father  of 
Bacchus  had  retired  into  the  country,  whence  he 
ient  his  fon  a  letter  after  condemnation,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy  : 

My  dear  Child, 

I  fend  you  thefe  few  lines  to  comfort  you ;  1 
ftiould  have  fent  you  fome  money  before,  but  I 
hope,  my  dear  child,  you  will  forgive  me  as  you 

hope 
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hope  to  be  forgiven  in  heaven.  There  you  will 
find  a  better  father  than  you  have  found  in  me. 
Be  as  happy  as  you  can; — 'you  are  going  to  hap- 
pinefs,  and  leave  me  behind  to  be  miferable.  I 
hope  you  Will  die  happy,  beca'ufe  you  know  you 
are  innocent.  Thou  art  now  going ;  I  (hall  foon 
follow  thee.  I  hope  you  will  meet  your,  dear  mo- 
ther in  heaven.  As  we  (hall  foon  part  in  this  world, 
may  my  prayers  be  heard  fot  you  in  heaven  ! ' 
From  your  loving  father  till  death, 

WILLIAM  BACCHUS. 

P.  S.  My  de«ir  love  to  Roberts ;  and  tell  him, 
if  it  (hould  be  in  my  power  to  ferve  his  family, 
I  will ;  I  (hall  think  it  a  pleafure*  May  heaven 
receive  you  both ! 

The  unhappy  convicts  received  the  holy  facfa-* 
ment  on  the  morning  of  execution,  and  behaved  in 
a  manner  fuitable  to  their  calamitous  circumftances* 
They  were  drawn  to  the  gallows  on  a  fledge,  as  is 
ufual  in  the  cafe  of  coiners.  They  warned  the 
multitude  not  to  follow  their  evil  example,  and 
acknowledged  the  juftice  of  that  fentence  by  which 
they  had  been  condemned  to  an  ignominious 
death. 

After  the  cuftamary  exercifes  of  devotion,  the 
prifoners  underwent  the  final  fentence  of  the  Uw  ; 
and  when  the  bodies  had  hung  the  ufual  time*  they 
were  delivered  to  their  relations,  in  order  that  the 
bodies  might  be  depofited  with  the  parent  earth. 
.  Samuel  Roberts  and  Thomas  Bacchus  were 
hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the  *i  (I  of  May,  1772. 

In  the  c'ourfe  of  thefe  volume^  we  have  had  fre- 
quent occafions  to  expatiate  on  the  cafes  of  coin- 
ers ;  but  there  is  fomething  fingular  in  the  affair 
before  us.  We  fee  that  the  counterfeit  money  was 
fold  by  weight  to  people  in  tjie  country,  who 
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could  be  mean  enough  to  make  fuch  purchafes 
from  avaricious  motives,  though  they  muft  know- 
that  their  neighbours  would  be  ultimately  de- 
frauded. 

The  younger  Bacchus,  though  a  profefled  coiner, 
appears  to  have  been  in  fome  meafuve  an  object 
of  pity.  His  father  had  trained  him  to  the  bufi- 
uefs  from  his  early  youth  :  but  furely  that  father 
ought  to  be  the  general  objeft  of  execration.  It  is 
difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the  aggravated  guilt  of 
that  man  who  can  wilfully  train  his  own  child  to 
deftruclion.  The  paternal  and  the  filial  duty  ought 
to  be  mutual :  a  failure  on  either  fide  is  ufually 
fatal  to  the  happinefs  of  one  of  the  parties. 


Account  of  RICHARD  MORGAN,  who  was 
executed  for  privately  ftealing  Goods  from  his 
Matter ;  with  a  Narrative  of  his  Behaviour  after 
Conviction. 

THIS  malefactor  was  a  native  of  Ellefmere  in 
Shropfhire, .  defcended  of  poor  parentsTVhofe 
virtuous  characters  were  the  greateft  part  of  their 
poffeffion.  They  beftowed  on  him  as  good  an 
education  as  their  circumftances  would  admit,  and 
were  careful  to  inftruft  him'  in  the  duties  of  reli- 
gion. When  he  grew  towards  years  of  maturity, 
he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  a  farmer  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, with  whom  he  lived  near  three  years 
with  an  unblemilhed  reputation. 

After  this  he  engaged  toftrve  other  farmers  in 
different  parts  of  England,  continuing  to  labour  as 
a  huibandman  till  he  became  almoft  two  and  twenty 

years 
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years  of  age,  and  then  repaired  to  London,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  fubfiftence  by  his  honeft  en- 
deavours. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  town  before  he  en- 
tered into  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Hotchkin,  a  capital 
linen  draper  near  Smithfield-bars.  His  principal 
bufinefs  was  to  carry  out  parcels,  and  his  behaviour 
wasfuch,  for  a  confiderable  time,  as  entitled  him 
to  the  approbation  of  his  matter. 

At  length  he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  become 
•acquainted  with  the  fervant  of  a  diitiller  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  introduced  him  into  a  fet  of 
company  which  led  to  his  mint  Morgan  had  been 
hitherto  remarkable  for  his  fobriety  5  but  a  fatal 
change  foon  took  place.  The  diftiller's  fervant  was. 
one  of  a  low  alehoufe  club,  of  which  Morgan  be- 
came a  member  ;  and  each  of  the  company  paid 
four-pence  halfpenny  for  his  evening's  expences  in 
beer  and  tobacco. 

It.  was  in  this  club  that  the  firft  taint  appears  to 
have  been  given  to  Morgan's  morals.  Some  of  the 
company,  who  were  chiefly  porters,  ufed  to  boaft 
how  -confiderably  they  defrauded  their  matters,  snd 
even  mentioned  the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom 
they  fold  the  ftolen  effe&s. 

For  fome  time  Morgan  appeared  Chocked  at  the 
idea  of  obtaining  money  by  fuch  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  duty  and  integrity ;  and  actually  abfented 
himfelf  from  the  club;  but  at  length  the  fervant  of 
the  diftiller  prevailed  on  him  to  rejoin  the  com- 
pany, which  he  did,  but  with  *  referve  in  his  own 
mind,  that  he  would  not  be  concerned  in  any  of 
their  iniquitous  tranfa&ions. 

Thcfe  good  resolutions,  however,  didnotlaft  any 
eonfiderable  time;  for  his  companions,  wilfaing  him 
to  enter  into  their  practices,  artfully  took  him  to  ' 
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.the  houfe  of  the  man  who  received  the  ftolen  goods, 
where  he  faw  fuch  various  articles  which  porters 
had  ftolen  from  their  matters,  and  remained  unde- 
tected, that  he  was  but  too  eafily  induced  to  com- 
mence the  illicit  pra6lice. 

His  mind  being  thus  prepared  for  a£b  of  dif- 
honefty,  he  foon  began  to  purloin  his  matter's 
eft'ecis,  which  he  Hole  in  considerable  quantities ; 
and  as  Mr.  Hotchkin  had  a  very  large  ilock,  and 
deak  in  the  wholefale  trade,  the  articles  could  not 
be  eafily  miffed,  fo  that  he  had  opportunity  of 
continuing  his  depredations  for  a  confiderable  fpace 
of  time  ;  and  indeed,  when  the  articles  were  at 
length  miffed,  no  one  fufpe&ed  Morgan  to  be  the 
thief,  as  his  character  had  been  hitherto  irreproach- 
able, and  his  behaviour  fuch  as  to  entitle  him  to 
general  refpeft. 

His  cuflom  was  to  convey  the  ftolen  goods  to  a 
ftable  in  Durham-yard,  Chick-lane,  where  they 
were  depofited  till  the  ufual  purchafer  came,  and 
bought  them,  and  carried  them  off. 

Morgan's  practices  in  this  way  were  fo  confider- 
able, that  his  companions  of  the  club  began  to  look 
on  him  as  a  proper  agent  for  difpofing  of  fuch 
goods  as  fhould  be  ftolen  by  others ;  but  this  plan 
was  defeated  almoft  as  foon  as  it  was  formed. 

Mr.  Hotchkin  at  length  difcovering  that  he  had 
been  robbed,  and  that  the  depredations  had  been 
frequently  renewed,  and  oblerving  that  not  any 
perfon  had  broken  into  his  houfe,  he  concluded 
that  the  robber  mull  be  one  who  lived  in  the 
family. 

In  confequence  hereof  a  perfon  was  appointed  to 
watch  the  motions  of  Morgan ;  and  on  his  going 
out  he  was  followed  to  a  houfe,  whence  he  took 

feveral 
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feveral   parcels  to  an   inn,   to  be  carried  by  the 
Birmingham  waggon. 

Enquiry  being  made  into  the  affair,  it  was  dif- 
covered  that  Morgan  had  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  goods  deftined  for  the  fame  place;  and  thefe 
being  examined  were  found  to  be  the  property  of 
Mr.  Hotchkhi,  whofe  marks  were  on  the  feveral 
pieces ;  on  which  the  offender  was  taken  into  cuf- 
tody,  and  carried  before  a  magi  (Irate.  On  hb  ex- 
amination he  denied  the  having  been  guilty  of  the 
crime  alledged  againft  him;  but  as  the  rJrefumptivd 
evidence  was  too  ftrong  to  allow  of  his  being  dif- 
mifled,  he  was  committed  to  Newgate  till  the  en- 
fuing  feflions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  that  his  guilt  or 
innocence  might  abide  the  award  ,of  a  jury. 

On  his  trial  the  evidence  againft  him  was  focon- 
clufive,  that  no  hesitation  could  be  made  to  find  him 
guilty,  and  judgment  of  death  pafled  of  courfe. 

After  convidtion,  he  acknowledged  to  the  ordi- 
nary of  Newgate  the  juftice  of  his  fentence,  and 
owned  that  he  had  defrauded  his  matter  of  goods 
to  a  confiderable  amount.  He  waa  conftant  and 
regular  in  his  devotions,  both  in  the  chapel  and  in 
his  cell ;  nor  did  he  feem  to  entertain  a  hope  of 
that  mercy  which  he  had  no  right  to  expect. 

When  he  was  told  that  his  name  was  included 
in  the  warrant  fpr  execution,  he  received  the  dread- 
ful news  with  great  compofure ;  and  confeffed  that 
he  had  merited  the  (hocking  fate  that  awaited  him. 
He  behaved  even  with  pious  resignation,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  faith  in  the  merits  of  Chrift  by' 
which  poor  finners  are  to  expect  falvation. 

He  was  vifited  after  conviction  by  a  numbar  of 
people  who  had  known  him  in  the  former  part  of 
life,  and  who  kindly  affifted  him  iu  his  folemn  pre- 
for  eternity. 
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He  received  the  facrament  on  the  morning  of 
his  death,  and  repeated  the  declarations  he  had 
formerly  made  of  his  guilt.  At  the  fatal  tree  he 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  furrounding  multitude, 
earneftly  defiring  fervants  not  to  defraud  their 
employers.  He  prayed  in  the  moft  earned  manner, 
and  fo  audibly  as  to  be  heard  by  great  numbers 
ivbo  attended  his  fatal  -exit.— After  the  body  had 
hung  the  cuftomary  time,  it  was  delivered  to  his 
friends,  in  order  to  its  being  buried  as  they  might 
think  proper. 

Richard  Morgan  fuffered  at  Tyburn  on  the  2  71^1 
of  May,  1772. 

From  the  cafe  of  this- unfortunate  man  perfons  in 
a  dependent  fituation  mould  principally  learn  two 
things,  viz.  never  to  injure  their  mailers;  and  by 
all  means  to  avoid  any  connexion  with  low  com- 
pany at  alehoufes,  as  the  keeping  fuch  company 
may  infenfibly  involve  them  in  expences  which  may 
lead  to  the  commitment  of  a&s  of  difhonefty. 

Honeft  countrymen  are  generally  too  fond  of 
repairing  to  London,  in  the  vain  hope  of  making 
that  fortune  which  very  few  of  them  ever  acquire; 
and  perhaps  thofe  who  do  might  be  more  happy  in 
their  native  fields,  undifturbed  with  the  cares  of  the 
bufy  world. 

It  is  not  every  man  that  grows  rich  that  becomes 
happy  of  courfe;  and  perhaps  the  contrary  is  more 
generally  the  cafe. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  mould  learn  refignation  to 
the  will  of  Providence,  and  be  taught  the  great 
do&rine  of  being  content  in  any  ftation  in  which 
we  may  be  placed. 

Life's  but  zjliorl  chace\  the  game  CONTENT, 
Which  moft  purfued,  is  moft  compell'd  to  fly; 

And 
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And  he  that  mounts  him  on  the  fwifteft  hope, 
Shall  often  run  his  courier  to  a  ftand  ; 
While  the  poor  peafant,  on  fome  diftant  hill, 
Undanger'd,  and  at  eafe,  views  all  the  fport, 
And  fees  CONTENT  take  (belter  in  his  cottage. 

S-HAKESPEAR, 


The  Cafe  of  PETER  M'CLOUD,  who  was  hanged 
at  Tyburn  for  Houfe- Breaking,  before  he  had  at- 
tained the  Age  of  Sixteen. 

THIS  "ill -fated  youth  was  the  fon  of  a  poor 
man  at  Shields,  near  Newcaftle,  who  brought 
him  to  London  while  he  was  quite  a  child;  and  the 
father  dying  in  a  fhort  time,  left  the  boy  to  the 
care,  or,  perhaps  more  properly  fpeaking,  to  the 
neglect  of  his  mother,  who  was  a  woman  of  very- 
doubtful  character,  and  faid  to  encourage  young 
lads  in  the  practice  of  theft.  y 

M'Cloud  had  been  connected  with  a  lad  named 
Younger,  who  had  been  concerned  with  him  in  a 
variety  of  irregular  practices.  At  length  M'Cloud 
engaged  himfelf  on  board  one  of  the  colliers  trad- 
ing to  Newcaftle;  and  while  he  was  abfent  Younger 
accufed  his  mother  of  having  been  the  receiver  of 
ftolen  goods,  the  ctmfequence  of  which  was  that 
{he  was  apprehended  and  brought  to  trial,  but  was 
difcharged  in  defeft  of  evidence. 

M'Cloud  returning  from  his  voyage,  and  learn- 
ing in  what  manner  his  mother  had  been  treated  by 
Younger,  he  made  the  mod  folemn  vow  of  taking 
vengeance  on  him,  whatever  might  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  proceeding. 

That 
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That  he  might  effect  the  ruin  of  his  old  com- 
panion in  iniquity,  he  furrendered  himfelf  to  a 
magiftrate,  and  gave  information  that  himfelf  and 
Younger  had  been  concerned  in  a  robbery^  on 
which  the  latter  was  foon  taken  into  cuftody,  and 
committed  to  Newgate,  M'Cloud  being  admitted 
an  evidence  for  the  crown  againft  his  prefumed  ac- 
complice :  but  at  the  enfuing  feffions  M'Cloud  was 
incapable  of  giving  any  thing  like  evidence  againft 
his  companion,  who  was  of  courfe  acquitted,  and  the 
fcheme  of  revenge  was  confequently  frustrated. 

It  is  no  lefs  aitonifhing  than  true,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  had  pafled,  thefe  young  fellows  foon 
renewed  their  former  connexion ;  fo  that  whatever 
degree  of  malice  might  have  harboured  in  the  breaft 
of  M'Cloud,  he  feemed  to  have  forgot  it  in  the 
wifli  to  recommence  his  depredations  on  the  public 
with  his  former  accomplice  in  iniquity. 

They  now  joined,  with  five  or  fix  other  boys,  in 
the  practice  of  picking  pockets,  in  which,  for  fome 
time,  they  met  with  too  much  fuccefs ;  but  their 
thefts  were  of  the  loweft  kind,  being  principally 
confined  to  the  filling  of  handkerchiefs,  in  the 
practice  of  which  they  were  frequently  detected, 
but  (Jifmifled  after  receiving  the  difcipline  of  the 
horfe-pond.  Thefe  young  thieves  were  harboured 
at  houfes  of  ill  fame  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Salt- 
petre-bank. 

One  would  have  imagined  that  fuch  repeated 
punimments  as  were  inflicted  on  thefe  boys  might 
have  deterred  them  from  continuing  their  iniquitous 
practices  ;  Mc  Cloud  in  particular  had  been  fo  often 
dragged  through  horfe-ponds,  and  expofed  to  the 
denfion  of  the  public,  that  he  feemed  to  have  loft 
all  fenfe  of  fh?me,  and  his  paltry  gains  by  theft  con- 
foled  him  for  the  ignominy  that  attended  it.  H« 
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was  three  times  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  different 
offences,  and  had  repeatedly  the  good  fortune  to 
efcape,  which  ought  to  have  warned  him  to  difcon- 
tinue  his  depredations  on  the  public. 

At  length,  after  a  feries  of  practice  in  the  picking 
of  pockets,  the  gang  of  young  villains  determined 
to  commence  houfe-breakers,  for  which  they  were 
qualified,  not  fo  much  by  their  llrength,  as  by  their 
artifice.  They  furnilhed  themfelves  with  a  variety 
of  tools  proper  for  the  wrenching  doors  and  win- 
dow-Qiutters.  Occafionally  they  ufed  to  climb  over 
roofs,  enter  at  the  garret-windows  of  houfes,  and 
defcend  to  the  lower  rooms  to  commit  their  robbe- 
ries: and  at  other  times  they  would  enter  through 

«  / 

any  fmall  opening  that  had  been  cafually  left  un- 
guarded. When  one  or  two  of  the  fmallelt  of  them 
had  got  into  a  houfe,  they  ufed  to  go  down-ftairs 
and  open  the  door  for  their  aflbciates.  Sometimes 
only  a  part  of  the  gang  went  in,  and  the  reft  waited 
to  prevent  detection  from  the  arrival  of  any  cafual  • 
paflenger. 

It  is  almoft  incredible  to  think  how  many  houfes 
were  robbed  of  very  valuable  effects  by  this  little 
confederacy  of  villians;  but  their  depredations  were 
chiefly  confined  toRatcliff-Highway  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, where  a  great  number  of  perfons  were 
fufferers  by  their  villainies. 

At  length  three  of  the  gang,  of  whom  M'Cloud 
was  one,  repaired  to  Poplar,  where  they  broke  open 
the  houfe  of  Jofeph  Hankey,  Efqaire,  in  the  dead 
of  the  night.  The  family  were  all  afleep ;  but 
the  barking  of  a  dog  awaking  one  of  the  fervants, 
he  alarmed,  the  reft,  and  begged  them  to  oppofe 
the  intruders.  Two  of  the  thieves  made  an  im- 
mediate tfcape;  but  M'Cloud  was  apprehended, 
and  lodged  in  the  watch-houfe. 

Voi..  V,  No.  43.  N  On 
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On  the  following  day  he  was  carried  before  a 
magiftrate,  who  committed  him  to  Newgate,  and 
at  the  next  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  he  was 
brought  to  trial,  capitally  convicted,  and  fentenced 
to  die  *. 

For  fome  time  after,  conviction  M'Cloud,  ap- 
peared hardened  in  a  very  high  degree,  nor  paid 
any  attention  to  the  exhortations  of  the  ordinary 
of  Newgate;  but,  when  he  learnt  that  he  was  one 
of  the  convicts  ordered  for  execution,  a  total  alte- 
ration was  vifible  in  the  whole  of  his  conduft  and 
behaviour.  He  apologized  to  the  ordinary  for  the 
indifference  with  which  he  had  heretofore  treated 
him.  It  happened  at  this  time  that  Younger  was 
in  Newgate  under  fentence  of  tranfportation;  and 
M'Cloud  fending  for  him,  begged  his  pardon  for 
the  injury  that  he  had  formerly  attempted. 

The  unhappy  convict  continued  in  a  ferious  dif- 
pofition  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  on  the 
morning  of  his  death  he  received  the  facrament, 
in  company  with  the  other  malefactors  who  were 
to  die  with  him. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  fatal  tree,  he  requefted 
a  perfon  to  beg  that  his  mother  would  not  uni  ea- 
fonably  grieve  at  his  death ;  as  he  had  hopes  that 
he  was  departing  to  the  regions  of  eternal  glory. 

Peter  M'Cloud  fuffered  at  Tyburn  on  the  2yth 
of  May,  1772. 

There 


*  It  has  been  thought  hard,  by  fome  perfons, 
that  the  mere  breaking  into  a  houfe  whence  no- 
thing is  flolen  ihould  coft  a  man  his  life ;  but  it 
ought  to  be  confidered  that  the  man  who  breaks  3 
houfe  means  to  rob  it;  and  that  the  punishment 
ftould  follow  of  courfe. 
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There  is  fomething  very  (hocking  in  the  revenge 
of  M'Cloud,  which  could  inftigate  him  to  fwear 
againft  Younger  a  fa£t  that  was  never  committed  ; 
but  there  is,  if  poflible,  a  ftill  greater  depravity 
of  heart,  evidenced  in  his  joining  his  former  ac- 
complice, the  very  one  whofe  life  he  had  fo  lately 
attempted  to  take  away. 

Let  us  hope  that  this  malefactor,  old  as  he  was 
in  fin,  yet  young  in  years,  may  have  met  with 
that  mercy  the  hope  of  which  feemed  to  infpire 
his  departing  moments :  but  let  no  one  be  tempted 
to  follow  his  example  :  let  young  people,  in  par- 
ticular, learn  that  the  flighted  deviation  from  the 
path  of  duty  may  lead  to  the  moft  ignominious 
fate  :  but  let  not  this  be  the  only  confideration  :  let 
them  confider  that  there  is  more  of  criminality  in 
breaking  the  laws  of  God,  than  in  infringing  thofe 
that  are  merely  of  human  inftitution  ;  and  may 
they  regulate  their  conduct  by  the  inferences  they 
will  draw  from  thefe  confiderations  ! 


A  full  and  particular  Account  of  JOSEPH 
GUYANT,  and  JOSEPH  ALLPRESS,  who 
were  hanged  for  robbing  the  Mail,  and  after- 
wards hung  in  chains;  with  a  Narrative  of  their 
Lives  and  Behaviour. 

TH  E  firft  mentioned  of  thefe  offenders  was  a 
native  of  Eflex,  defcended  from  honeft  but 
poor  parents,  who  gave  him  as  good  an  education 
as  confided  with  their  circumftances,  and  then 
bound  him  apprentice  to  a  fmith,  with  whom  he 
N  2  fervcd 
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ferved  his  time  with  fidelity,  after  which  he  labour- 
ed as  a  journeyman  in  his  own  profeflion. 

Quitting  the  county  of  Effex,  he  repaired  to 
Edmonton,  near  London,  where  he  married  and 
commenced  bufinefs  on  his  own  account.  For  a 
confiderable  time  he  was  as  fuccefsful  in  trade  as 
could  be  reafonably  expeded,  but  at  length  fuf- 
tained  a  lofs  to  which  he  attributed  all  his  future 
misfortunes.  ^ 

Guyant,  having  been  out  receiving  money  from 
feveral  people  who  employed  him,  was  flopped  on 
his  return  to  his  own  houfe  by  two  footpads,  who 
rofrbed  him  of  above  fixty  pounds,  and  then  bound 
him  to  a  tree.  This  lofs  .was  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  him;  but  it  was  flill  aggravated l>y  the 
confequences  that  followed  it :  for,  as  the  robbery 
happened  in  the  day  time,  he  was  advifed  to  fue  the 
county,  to  indemnify  him  for  the  lofs;  but  failing 
to  adduce  the  neceffary  proofs,  he  loft  his  fuit, 
and  was  involved  in  Hill  farther  difficulties  by  the 
confequence. 

The  expence  of  the  fuit  being  confiderable, 
Guyant  was  arrefted.  and  fought  refugs  in  a  prifon. 
In  confequence  of  a  fubfcription  among  his  friends, 
he  removed  himfelf  to  the  Fleet,  where  he  conti- 
nued till  an  aft  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors 
enabled  him  to^  obtain  his  liberty. 

He  had  aj:  this  time  u  family  which  was  in  want 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life  ;  but,  during  his  imprifon- 
ment,  he  had  acquired  fuch  a  habit  of  idlenefs  that 
he  was  ftill  lefs  difpofed  to  provide  for  them  than 
before.  It  will  be  now  proper  that  we  fay  fome- 
thing  of  Jofeph  Allprefs,  the  perfon  concerned  with 
Guyant  in  robbing  the  mail. 

Allprefs  was  a  native  of  St.  Ive's  in  Huntingdon- 
ftiire,  and,  like  his  accomplice,  had  ferved  his  ap- 

prenticefhip 
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prenticeftiip  to  a  fmith.  After  his  time  was  ex- 
pired, he  laboured  a  confiderable  time  in  draining 
the  fens  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  and  then  his  ill  fortune 
led  him  to  Edmonton,  where  he  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance withGuyant,  which  ended  in  the  moft 
fatal  confequences  ;  for  Guyant,  having  now  loft 
all  relifh  for  a  life  of  induftry,  perfuaded  the  other 
to  be  concerned  with  him  in  deer-ftealing. 

This  propofal  was  but  too  well  relifhed  by  All- 
prefs,  who,  without  reflecting  on  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  fuch  a  practice,  embarked  in  the 
fcheme  with  Guyant,  and  they  robbed  the  parks 
of  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Encouraged  by  what  they  deemed  fuccefs,  be- 
caufe  they  remained  undetected,  they  broke  into  the 
church  at  Edmonton,  and  carried  off  fome  of  the 
communion  plate;  but  it  was  not  known  who  were 
the  offenders,  till  after  they  were  convicted  of  rob- 
bing the  mail. 

A  very  little  time  had  pafled  after  the  facrilege, 
when  Guyant  propofed  to  Allprefs  the  fatal  fcheme 
which  ended  in  the  deftruction  of  them  both;  inti- 
mating, at  the  fame  time,  that  their  fortunes  might 
be  made  by  the  putting  off  the  bank-notes.  All- 
prefs declared  that  he  had  never  feen  a  bank-note 
in  his  life,  and  confefled  that  he  was  very  illiterate; 
but,  overborne  by  the  perfuafions  of  the  otlier,  he 
at  length  agreed  to  be  concerned  in  robbing  the 
mail. 

This  mocking  refolution  being  made,  they  loft, 
no  time  in  the  attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
the  firft  Hep  to  which  was  the  preparing  an  ax, 
hardened  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  cufr-iron. 

Having  thus  refolved  on  their  plan,  fhey  waited 

in  the  road,  at  a  place  called  Houndsfield.  for  the 

arrival  of  the  northern  mail.    At  length  the  poft- 

x  bo/ 
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toy  arrived,  and  had  with  him  a  perfon  named  John 
Thomas,  to  whom  he  had  given  a  lift  on  the  road. 
Guyant  flopped  the  horfes  of  the  mail-cart,  and 
threatened  inflant  deftru&iqn  to  Thomas  and  the 
driver,  unlefs  they  immediately  got  down. 

This  threat  was  too  terrible  not  to  be  complied 
with  :  on  which  the  poft-boy  was  ordered  to  drive 
his  carriage  into  an  adjacent  field,  and  Thomas  was 
compelled  to  attend  him.  The  robbers  now  bound 
the  other  parties  to  a  tree,  and  then  demanded  the 
key  of  the  mail-cart;  but  finding  that  it  was  not 
in  poffefiion  of  the  driver,  they  took  the  cart  acrofs^ 
the  field,  broke  it  open  with  their  axe,  and  then 
took  out  fome  of  the  bags,  and  buried  a  number 
of  the  notes  in  the  earth*. 

The  driver  of  the  mail-cart,  and  his  companion, 
remained  bound  to  the  tree  till  morning,  when  the 
latter  happily  freed  himfelf,  and  then  gave  liberty 
to  the  other. 

Oh  fearching  for  the  horfes,  they  found  them 
grazing  in  the  field,  and  difcovered  that  the  cart 
had  been  broken  as  above  mentioned.  The  poft- 
boy  inttantly  drove  to  London,  and  gave  proper 
notice  of  the  injury  that  had  been  done. 

The  fecretary  of  the  general  poft  office  imme- 
diately advertifed  a  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  offenders  ;  but  nothing 
tfanfpired  for  fome  months,  till  at  length  Allprefs 
ventured  to  London,  to  procure  the  acceptance  of 
fome  of  the  ftolen  drafts;  the  word  fcheme  that 
could  poflibly  have  been  devifed;  for  the  payment 

of 


*  This  circumftance  firft  appeared  on  the  exa- 
mination of  the  prifoners  at  Sir  John  Fielding's, 
when  the  writer  of  this  account  was  prefent. 
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of  thefe  drafts  being  previoufly  flopped,  Allprefs 
was  taken  into  cuftody,  and  being  carried  before 
Sir  John  Fielding,  he  immediately  confefled  the 
faft;  on  which  he  was  committed  to  prifon,  and 
fome  officers  of  juftice  fent  in  fearch  of  Guyant, 
who  foon  found  him,  and  difcovered  feveral  bags 
in  a  yard  behind  his  houfe,  in  which  were  a 
number  of  letters  which  had  been  ftolen  from 
the  mail. 

Both  offenders  were  lodged  in  Tothill-fields 
bridewell,  and  at  the  proper  time  removed  to 
Newgate,  in  preparation  for  their  trials  at  the  Old 
Bailey ;  where  they  were  convicled  on  the  fullefl 
evidence,  and  received  fcntence  of  death. 

After  conviction,  and  indeed  long  before  it,  they 
exhibited  the  trueft  penitence  that  perhaps  was 
ever  obfej  ved  by  illiterate  men  in  their  unhappy 
fkuation.  They  were  exceedingly  attentive  to  the 
infiru&ions  of  the  ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  made 
the  devouteft  preparations  for  their  fatal  exit. 

On  the  morning  of  execution  they  received  the 
facr.ament  with  every  mark  of  the  fincereft  contri- 
tion, an(l  made  a  lolemn  declaration  of  their  hope 
of  eternal  bill's  through  the  merits  of  the  redeemer 
of  mankind. 

On  their  way  to  the  place  of  execution  they 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  decency ;  and,  when  ar- 
rived at  the  fatal  fpot,  Guyant  was  fo  weak  that  it 
was  neceilary  for  two  men  to  fupport  him  while 
the  executioner  fixed  the  halter  round  his  neck; 
yet  he  was  fervent  in  his  devotioas  notwithftand- 
ing  his  weaknefs. 

Both  the  malefactors  begged  the  fpe&ators  to 
take  warning  by  their  fatal  exit,  and,  having  fi- 
nifhed  their  devotions,  fuffered  the  fentence  of  the 
Jaw  ',  after  which  their  bodies  were  cut  dovn,  and 

carried 
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carried  to  Finchley-common,  -where"  they  were 
hung  in  chains. 

Jofeph  Guyant  and  Jofeph  Allprefs  were  hanged 
at  Tyburn  on  the  8th  of  July,  1772. 

In  the  cafe  of  the  malefactors  before  us,  we  fee 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  progrefFive  nature  of 
vice.  Guyant  and  Allprefs  were  firft  deer-itealers, 
then  guilty  of  facrilege,  and  at  length  ventured  on 
the  horrid  plan  of  robbing  the  mail.  Thofe  who 
do  not  fee.  in  this  inftance,the  abfurdity  of  encou- 
raging the  firfl  emotions  to  vice,  will  not  be  con- 
vinced by  any  arguments  that  we  can  offer.  We 
fliall  therefore  drop  the  fubject,  to  make  a  remark 
which  is  new  in  a  work  of  this  kind. 

When  thefe  unhappy  men  were  examined  at  the 
public-office  in  Bow-ilreet,  there  appeared  a  degree 
of  contrition  in  their  countenances  and  behaviour 
that  no  language  can  defcribe.  They  begged  it 
as  a  favour  of  Sir  John  Fielding  that  they  might 
be  re-committed  to  Tothill-fields  bridewell,  al- 
ledging,  as  a  reafon,  that  the  devotions  at  that 
place  were  more  regularly  performed  than  at  other 
prifons;  and  this  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe 
to  be  the  fa£h  The  governor  of  that  piifon  is  a 
religious  man,  and  laudably  exerts  himfelf  in  the 
inftru&ion  and  edification  of  the  unhappy  people 
who  fall  under  his  care.  This  is  a  rare  inftance, 
which  cannot  be  fufficiently  applauded  ;  and  we 
trull  that  Mr.  Smith  (the  governor*)  will  par'don 
the  liberty  we  have  now  taken,  in  mentioning  his 
name  on  an  occafion  which  is  intended,  and  ought, 
to  do  him  honour. 

Happy  would  it  be  if  every  keeper  of  a  prifon 
was  equally  zealous  to  promote  the  eternal  welfare 

of 

*  In  February,  1779, 
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of  the  unhappy  "perfons  committed  to  his  care! 
But  while  we  fay  this,  we  muft  in  common  juflice 
remark,  that  the.prifons  throughout  England  were 
never  managed  with  a  ftrifter  regard  to  th«  laws  of 
decency  and  regularity  than  at  prefent. 


Particulars  refpefcing  JOHN  ADSHEAD,  and 
BENJAMIN  ALSWORTH,  who  were  hanged 
for  Houfe-breaking  ;  with  an  Account  of  thei* 
Lives  and  Connexions. 

TH  E  former  of  thefe  malefactors  was  a  native 
of  Northamptonftiire,  and  trained  up  to  the 
bufinefs  of  hufbandry,  which  he  followed  till  he 
approached  nearly  to  manhood,  when  he  repaired 
to  London,  and  lived  in  the  fcrvice  of  different 
perfons  in  quality  of  a  footman. 

By  an  attention  to  the  rules  of  frugality  he  be- 
came poiTefled  of  a  fum  of  money,  ten  guineas  of 
which  he  gave  to  a  perfon  to  inftrucl:  him  in  the  art 
of  a  gunfmith;  and,  having  acquired  the  knowledge 
of  the  art,  he  for  fome  time  laboured  induftrioufly 
to  fupport  hitnfelf ;  but  getting  into  bad  company, 
fie  was  prevailed  on  to  commence  the  dangerous 
practice  of  hpufe-breaking;  but  being  at  length  too 
well  known  in  London,  he  was  afraid  of  being  dif- 
covered,  and  therefore  repaired  to  Briftol,  to  com- 
mit his  depredations  in  that  city. 

Soon  after  he  arrived  at  Briflol,  he  broke  into 
the  hcufe  of  a  watchmaker,  and  carried  off  effects  to 
the  amount  of /f.  1 50.  Thefe  hes  conveyed  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  difpofed  of  them,  and  with  the  pro- 
du^e  took  a  public-houfe  in  Princes-^ftreet,  Drury- 
VOL.  V.  No.  44.  O  lane; 


c.8      NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

lane ;  but  no  fuccefs  attending  him  in  this  iituation, 
he  quitted  bufinefs,  and  re-commenced  the  practice 
of  houfe-breaking,  which  ended  in  his  deftru&ion, 
as  will  be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  narrative. 

Alfworth  (the  other  criminal)  was  a  native  of 
Birmingham,  and  followed  the  profeffion  of  gun- 
making.  After  praftifing  his  trade  fome  time,  he 
repaired  to  London,  and  enlifling  in  the  army,  be- 
came a  drummer  in  the  85th  regiment  of  foot.  He 
ferved  in  Portugal  during  the  laft  war,  in  the  reign 
of  King  George  the  Second,  and  was  likewife  pre- 
fent  at  the  fiege  ©f  Belleifle  j  but  when  the  peace 
came  on  he  returned  to  his  original  profeffion. 

During  his  military  life  his  behaviour  was  con* 
fiflent  with  his  duty.  On  his  return  to  England 
he  married  a  young  woman,  who  bore  him  two 
children  ;  but  happening  to  become  acquainted 
with  Admead,  his  ruin  foon  follbwed.  Thefe  men 
were  frequently  in  company;  and  Alfworth,  ob- 
ferving  that  Adfhead  drefled  in  a  (Hie  of  gentility 
which  he  prefumed  to  be  above  his  circumflances, 
»fked  how  he  afforded  to  make  fuch  an  appearance; 
to  which  the  other  replied,  that  an  uncle,  who  was 
lately  dead,  had  left  him  feveral  articles  of  confi- 
jierable  value. 

Their  intimacy  now  daily  increafed ;  and  Alf- 
worth's  children  being  indifpofed,  and  himfelf  de- 
ficient of  employment,  he  aiked  the  other  to  lend 
him  three  or  four  guineas,  which  he  would  not  fail 
to  return  on  a  happier  change  in  his  circumflances. 
Adfhead  faid  that  he  was  not  then  in  poffeffion 
of  fo  much  money,  but  if  the  other  would  take  his 
advice,  he  would  inftruft  him  how  to  "  obtain  a 
ft  hundred  pounds  in  an  hour." 

Alfworth  thought  he  fpoke  jeftingly,  but  begged 
to  know  his  real  meaning ;   on  which  the  other 

con- 


JOHN  ADSHEAD— for  Houfe-breaking.      99 

confefled  that  he  fubfifled  by  houfe-breaking,  and 
invited  his  acquaintance  to  come  to  his  lodgings 
that  evening.  This  invitation  was  complied  with: 
a  copartnerfliip  in  iniquity  was  agreed  on,  and  they 
committed  feveral  burglaries  ;  but  that  of  which 
we  are  now  about  to  relate  the  particulars  brought 
them  to  their  fatal  end. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  i8th 
of  May,  1772,  they  broke  into  the  howle  of  Mrs* 
Bellamy,  a  widow  lady  in  Newman-ftreet,  Oxford- 
road,  whence  they  carried  oiT  filk,  wearing  apparel, 
and  other  effects,  to  a  confiderable  amount. 

They  packed  the  goods  in  two  parcels,  and  pro* 
ceeded  towards  Tottenham-court-road,  where  they 
were  obferved  by  two  watchmen,  who  followed 
them  towards  Ruffel-ftreet,  Bloomflbury,  where  they 
were  noticed  by  another  watchman,  belonging  to 
the  parifh  of  St.  Giles,  who  leized  on  Alfworth  ;. 
on  which  the  other  threw  down  his  parcel  and  ran 
off,  but  was  foon  taken  into  cuftody. 

Being  conveyed  to  the  watch-houfe,  they  were 
fearched  by  the  conftable  of  the  night,  who  like- 
wife  examined  the  parcels  of  ftolen  goods.  On 
the  following  morrjing  they  were  carried  before 
juftice  Cox,  to  whom  they  afferted  that  the  things 
were  their  own  property,  and  that  they  were  re- 
moving them  from  their  lodgings,  to  prevent  their 
landlord  feizing  on  them  for  rent* 

This  ftory  did  not  feem  to  be  at  all  plaufible ; 
and,  as  they  refufed  to  give  an  account  of  their 
place  of  refidence,  a  well-grounded  fufpicion  arol'e 
that  they  were  thieves;  on  which  they  were  com- 
mitted for  re-examination  when  the  perfons  whp 
had  been  robbed  could  be  found. 

When  Mrs.  Bellamy's  family  arofe  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  fervants  difcovered  that  the  houfe  had 
O  a  been 
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been  robbed  as  above-mentioned.  Hereupon  hand- 
bills were  inftantly  printed*,  and  circulated  through 
London  :  the  confequence  of  which  was  that  juftice 
Cox  fent  for  Mrs.  Bellamy  and  her  fervants,  and 
the  prifoners  being  brought  to  a  re-examination, 
the  ftolen  effe&s  were  identified,  and  the  two  men 
were  committed  to  Newgate  for  trial. 

At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  the 
month  of  June,  1772,  the  prifoners  were  indicted 
for  breaking  and  entering  the  dwelling-boufe  of 
Mary  Bellamy,  widow,  ancl  Dealing  a  gauze  fack 
and  petticoat  with  filk  and  gold  flowers,  three  filk 
facks  and  petticoats,  a  brocaded  {ilk  night-gown, 
a  chafed  gold  outfide  watch-cafe,  and  a  variety  of 
other  valuable  articles,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Bella- 
my and  her  daughter. 

Adfhead  pleaded  guilty  to  the  infliftment,  bog- 
ging for  mercy  on  account  of  his  youth;  and  the 
evidence  againft  the  other  accomplice  was  fo  con- 
clufive,  that  the  jury  could  not  hefitate  to  convicl: 
him,  in  confequence -of  which  they  both  received 
fentence  of  death. 

After  conviction  their  behaviour  was  very  various. 
-On  fome  occafions  they  appeared  hardened  in  a 
very  high  degree,  and  at  others  were  free  to  confefc 
the  crime  of  which  tRe'y  had  been  guilty  ;  but 
when  they  found  that  their  names  were  included 
in  the  warrant  for 'execution,  their  behaviour  was 
more  regular,  confident,  and  penitent;  and  the 
ordinary  of  Newgate,  forming  a  favourable  opinion 

of 


*  The  immediate  circulation  of  hand-bills  is  the 
readied  method  of  detecting  thieves.  This  has  been 
proved  in  a  thoufand  inftances  that  have  occurred 
.at  the  public-office  in  Bow-ftreet. 
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of  their  fincerity,  adminiflered  the  facrament  to 
them,  and  gave  them  fuch  advice  as  he  deemed 
proper  in  their  unhappy  lituation  :  he  cautioned 
them  not  to  truft  to  their  own  penitence,  but  to 
rely  on  the  merits  of  Chrift  for  eternal  falvation. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  their  execution  the 
ordinary  attended  them  early  in  the  morning,  re- 
newed his  good  advice,  and  befought  them  to  fix 
their  minds  on  a  better  world  than  that  to  which 
they  were  fo  foon  to  bid  a  final  adieu.  On  being  • 
put  into  the  cart  they  died  many  tears,  and  lifted 
up  their  eyes  to  heaven  in  the  hope  of  that  mercy 
whence  alone,  in  their  fituation,  it  could  be  ex- 


At  the  fatal  tree  they  confefled  that  they  were 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  they  had  been  con- 
vicled,  and  cautioned  their  auditors  never  to  be 
guilty  of  a  fimilar  violation  of  the  laws  of  jnftice. 
An  immenfe  concourfe  of  people  attended  this  ex- 
ecution-; and  when  the  bodies  had.  hung  the  ufual 
time,  they  were  delivered  to  the  friends  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  in  order  for  interment. 

John  Adlhead  and  Benjamin  Alfworth  fufFered 
at  Tyburn  on  the  8th  of  July,  '1772. 

The  reflections  arifing  from  the  cafe  of  thefe 
men  can  but  little  deviate  from  thofe  we  have  made 
on  that  of  former  houferbreakers  ;  but  we  fee  that 
a  copart^erlhip  in  iniquity  is  no  bar  to  the  in- 
evitable confequences  of  guilt.  Adfhead's  confef- 
(ion  of  his  crime  amounted  to  little  leis  than  an 
accufationof  his  accomplice,  lince  they  were  both 
taken  into  cuftody  almoft  immediately  after  the 
commiflion  of  the  facV 

Upon  confederation  of  the  whole  matter,  it  will 
appear  evident  that  noihirrg  can  fo  effectually  fecure 
our  peace  of  mind,  as  a  ftndt  adherence  to  the  laws 

of 
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of  honefly,    and  a  regular  and  conflant  attendance 
on  the  duties  of  religion. 


Account  of  the  Cafe  of  ROBERT  JONES,  who 
was  tried  for,  and  convi&ed  of,  the  Crime  of 
Sodomy;  with  fome  Particulars  refpefting  his  con- 
ditional Pardon. 

IT  is  painful  to  recite  a  narrative  of  this  kind, 
wherein  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  avoid  fome 
little  degree  of  indelicacy*!  but  our  promife  in  our 
adverti fements  for  this  work  renders  it  necefiary 
for  us  to  give  an  account  of  all  thofe  trials  which 
have  been  remarkable  enough  to  engage  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  public. 

At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  the 
month  of  July,  1772,  Robert  Jones  was  indi&ed 
for  felonioufly  making  an  affault  on  Francis  Henry 
Hay,  an  infant  of  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and 
committing  the  crime  mentioned  at  the  head  of 
this  narrative. 

The  evidence  given  on  the  trial  (for  we  would 
be  as  concife  in  a  tale  of  this  kind  as  poffible)  was 
fimply  this.  That  young  Hay  lived  with  his  uncle, 
who  was  a  jeweller  in  Parliament-ftreet ;  that  the 
prifoner,  who  ufed  to  deal  at  the  fhop,  met  him  in 
St.  Martin's-lane,  and  told  him  he  had  a  buckle 
to  mend ;  that  he  told  him  to  come  to  his  lodgings 
in  St.  Martin's-court ;  that  the  boy  went  more 
than  once ;  that  Jones  actually  perpetrated  the  facl: 
for  which  he  was  indicted,  and  gave  him  Ibme  half- 
pence to  keep  the  affair  fecret. 

It 
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It  appeared  farther,  in  evidence,  that  the  boy 
declined  going  to  Mr.  Jones's  with  a  fhivt-buckle 
which  he  had  befpoke,  feeming  to  be  afliamed  of 
what  had  formerly  paffed;  and  that  the  child  was 
indifpofed  in  his  health. 

This  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion  that  fomething 
improper  hacl  been  tranfafted  ;  the  confequence  of 
wh::li  was,  that  Mr.  Jones  was  taken  into  cuflody, 
and  brought  to  trial. 

The  character  of  the  boy,  as  far  as  we  are  able 
to  judge,  was  very  fair ;  the  court  repeatedly 
queftioned  his  friends  as  to  his  veracity;  and  they 
depored  that  he  was  accuftomed  to  tell  the  truth. 

Mr.  Jones  called  fome  witnefles  to  prove  his  at- 
tachment to  women ;  and  they  depofed,  among  other 
things  in  his  favour,  that  they  did  not  think  him 
capaole  of  being  guilty  of  fuch  a  crime  as  was 
alledged  againll  him ;  but  that  his  character  was 
of  a  very  different  complexion. 

The  jury,  however,  gave  credit  to  the  evidence 
that  had  been  adduced  again  ft  the  prifoner,  and 
gave  a  vefdift  of  guilty  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
he  received  judgment  of  death. 

Mr.  Jones  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  army,  and 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  Capt.  Jones.  It 
would  feem  almott  incredible  to  thofe  who  may 
not  remember  the  particulars  of  this  «afe,  if  we 
were  to  mention  how  much  it  became  the  fubjeft 
of  public  difcufllon.  The  news-papers  were,  for  a 
time,  crowded  with  an  account  of  the  affair  of 
Capt.  Jones.  A  letter,  or  paragraph,  reprobated 
him  one  day  as  a  d«vil ;  and  on  the  next  he  was 
reprefented  as  a  man  of  honour  and  a  gentleman. 
Girls  of  the  town  publifked  letters  in  his  favour, 
which  though  in  a  cafe  of  this  kind  they  could  not 
be  anfwered,  were  feverely  cenfured  by  writers  on 

the 
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the  other  fide  of  the  queftion.  The  conteft,  in 
fhort,  was  inexpreffibly  violent;  and,  while  fome 
were  moll  eagerly  and  dai^y  feeking  his  deftruction, 
others  were  as  eager  to  plead  in  his  behalf. 

There  is  nothing  in  his  trial  that  feems  to  mili- 
tate in  his  favonr,  ^or  an)'  thing  to  deftroy  the  cre- 
dibility of  the  evidence  againil  him.  There  teems 
not  (o  have  been  any  motive  of  malice  in  the  pro- 
fecution,  nor  any  fmifter  end  to  anfwer  by  the  con- 
vi&ion  of  the  culprit. —  His  profecutors  were  per- 
fons  of^  reputation  : — his  jury  was  compofed  of 
men  of  honour  and  confcience,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  they  gave  a  verdict  conformable 
to  the  oath  that  they  had  taken. 

Be  all  this  as  it  may,  the  utmoft  intereft  was 
exerted  in  his  favour  ;  and  fuch  reprefentations 
were  made  to  the  King,  that  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  grant  him  his  pardon,  on  the  condition  of  his 
tranfporting  himleif  for  the  term  of  his  natural 
life. 

In  confeqtience  hereof  he  quitted  Newgate 
privately,  and  embarked  for  fome  foreign  ihore. 
What  became  of  him  afterwards  we  have  never 
learnt,  nor  can  the  reader  be  felicitous  to  know. 
If  he  is  alive,  and  contcious  of  his  guilt,'  we  hope 
he  has  had  time  to  repent.  At  any  rate  the  memory 
of  himfelf,  #nd  his  crime,  ought  to  be  buried  in 
oblivion. 

On  this  occafion  the  words  of  the  poet,  with  a 
flight  alteration,  may  be  properly  applied: 

Ferifh  the  wretches,  wherefoe'er  they're  found, 
Who  propagate  this  vice  on  Britiih  ground  ; 
A  vice  that,  fpite  of  fenfe  and  reafon,  reigns, 
And  poifons  genial  love,  and  manhood  ftains ! 

The 
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Account  of  WILLIAM  GRIFFITHS,  who  was 
hanged  at  Tyburn,  for  robbing  the  Reverend  Dr. 
DODD  on  the  Highway,  near  Tottenham-court- 
road ;  with  an  Account  of  his  Behaviour  after 
Conviction,  and  of  his  Execution. 

THIS  malefactor  was  a  native  of  Shroplhire, 
and  followed  the  bulinefs  of  husbandry  till 
he  had  attained  his  i8th  year,  when  he  engaged  in 
a  naval  life,  and  remained  near  three  years  in  the 
Eaft  indies.  The  (hip  was  paid  off  on  his  return 
to  England;  and  Griffiths,  receiving  a  considerable 
fum  for  wages,  fpent  his  money,  as  failorstoo  gene- 
rally do,  in  no  very  reputable  company,  at  public 
houfes  in  Wapping,  and  adjacent  parts. 

By  his  connexions  with  men  and  women  of 
abandoned  character,  his  money  was  foon  fpcnt, 
and  he  began  to  think  of  going  to  fea  for  a  fupply^ 
and  happy  might  it  have  been  for  him  if  he  had 
done  fo :  but  David  Evans  and  Timothy  Johnibn, 
two  of  his  newly  acquired  aflbciates,  and  men  of 
very  abandoned  character,  advifed  him  to  be  con- 
cerned with  them  in  committing  robberies  on  the 
highway;,  and  this  triple  aflbciation  of  thieves  did 
actually  commit  a  variety  of  depredations  on  the 
public,  treating  thofe  they  attacked  with  great  in- 
humanity, but  never  obtaining  any  thing  confider- 
able  by  their  lawlefs  purfuits. 

One  of  their  robberies  was  the  following.  Hav- 
ing ftrolled  into  the  fields  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London,  they  wandered  about  till  near  eighc 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  flopped  a  liable- 
horfe  chaife,  in  which  were  a  Mrs.  Conftable,  the 
wife  of  a  furgeon  of  Highgate,  and  her  fervant- 

VOJL.  V.  Me.  44.         P  maid. 
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maid.  Mrs*.  Conflable  was  driving  the  chaife;  and 
the  robbers  had  no  fooner  ordered  them  to  flop, 
than.oneof  them  fired  a  piftol,  the  ball  from  which 
touched  .the  cloaths  of  the  parties,  but  did  not  do 
any  farther  mifchief.  Mrs.  Conftable  was  greatly 
terrified,  and  gave  them  what  money  (he  had  in  her 
purfe;  but,  not  content  with  this,  they  fearched 
her  pockets,  and  took  out  fome  other  articles  ;  but 
a  carriage  coming  up  at  the  time,  they  ran  off  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation. 

They  were  taken  into  cuftody  for  this  offence  » 
within  a  very  few  days,  and  conducted  to  Sir  John 
Fielding's  office  in  Bow-ftrcet,  where  Evans  was 
admitted  an  evidence  againft  his  accomplices.  He 
depofed  pofitively  to  the  fad,  and  figned  the  in- 
formation which  he  had  given  againft  them  ;  yet 
when  they  were  brought  to  trial  at  the  enfuing 
feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  he  abfolutely  denied  all 
that  he  had  previoufly  aflerted,  declaring  that  nei- 
ther Johnfon  nor  Griffiths  were  in  his  company  at 
the  time  of  the  commHEon  of  the  robbery. 

On  this  teftimony  it  was  abfolutely  neceiTary  for 
the  jury  to  acquit  the  prifoners  ;  but  Evans  was 
tcld  from  the  Bench,  that  he  had  behaved  in  a  moft 
fcandalous  manner,  and  was  ordered  back  to  New- 
gate, to  take  his  trial  for  perjury. 

Griffiths  had  no  fooner  experienced  this  narrow 
«fcape  from  the  moft  ignominious  death,  than  he 
returned  to  the  company  of  feveral  of  his  old  ac- 
quaintance, who  ukcl  to  affem,ble  at  a  houfe  of  ill 
fame  in  Tothill-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  and  Icon  had 
again  rtcouifc  to  the  highway,  for  a  fupply  of  money 
to-  fupport  his  extravagances.  • 

His  reigrr  hoover,  was  now  very  fhort,  for  he 
foon  committed  the  facl:  which  terminated  in  an  * 
ignominious  death i  ol  <*h;ch  we  lhail  proceed  to 

relate 
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relate  the  particulars.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Dodd  *  and 
his  lady  were  returning  from  a  vifit  they  had  been 
making  to  a  gentleman  at  St.  .Alban's,  but  were 
detained  on  the  way  at  liarncr,  becaufc  a  poft-chaife 
could  not  be  immedL-.tcly  procured. 

Night  was  haftily  oproaching  when  they  left 
Barnct;  but  they  proceeded  unmolefted  till  they 
came  near  the  turnpike  at  the  extremity  of  Totten- 
ham-court-road, when  three  men  called  to  the 
driver  of  the  carriage,  and  threatened  his  inftant 
deftruction  if  he  did  not  ftop.  The  poft-boy  did  no: 
hcfitate  to  obey  fuch  a  fummons;  but  no  fooner  was 
the  carriage  Hopped  than  a  piftol  was  fired,  the 
'frill  from  which  went  through  the  front  glafs  of  the 
chaife,  but  did  not  take  any  effect  to  the  injury  of 
the  parties  in  it,  though  it  terrified  them  in  a  ve ry 
.high  degree,  as  they  apprehended  that  the  molt 
fatal  confequcnces  might  enfue. 
/  While  the  Doctor  was  waiting  at  Barnet  for  the 
shaife,  it  occurred  to  him  that  there  might  be  dan- 
ger on  the  road  ;  whereupon  he  concealed  moft  of 
his  money,  except  two  guineas  which  he  put  in  his 
purfe,  with  a  bill  of  exchange. 

Soon  after  t^e  piftol  was  fired,  Griffiths  opened 
the  door  of  the  chaife;  on  which  .the  doctor  begged 
him  to  behave  with  civility,  on  account  of  rhe  pre- 
fence  of  the  lady.  He  then  dclivtrej  the  purfe, 
.with  its  contents,  and  likcxvife  gave  the  robber  fome 
loofe  iilver.  Griffiths,  having  received  tn,c  booty, 
decamped  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

Dr. 


*"  Our  readers  will  fee,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work, 
that  Dr.  Dodd  himfelf  was  tried  and  executed  for 
forgery;  a  crime  lutle  to  have  been  apprehended 
from  a  gentleman  of  his  profe  ftion! 
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Dr.  Dodd  loft  no  time  in  repairing  to  Sir  John 
Fielding's  office,  where  he  and  his  lady  gave  fo 
full  a  defcription  of  the  perfon  of  the  principal 
robber,  that  it  was  eafily  conjectured  that  Griffiths 
muft  have  been  the  party;  but  who  had  been  his 
affociates  in  the  bufmefs  has  never  yet  tranfpired. 

In  confcquence  of  this  information,  Griffiths  was 
foon  taken  intocuftody;  but,  on  his  examination 
before  Sir  John  Fielding,  Dr.  Dodd  hefitated  to 
fwear  pofitively  to  his  perfon ;  but  Mrs.  Dodd, 
vvho  had  regarded  him  with  more  attention,  pofi- 
tively declared  on  oath  that  he  was  the  perfon  who 
had  committed  the  robbery. 

Hereupon  the  magiftrate  committed  Griffiths  to 
Newgate,  and  a  bill  of  indictment  being  found 
againft  him  by  the  grand  jury,  he  was  called  down, 
to  trial  at  the  next  feflions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
the  following  was  the  fubftance  of  the  evidence 
againft  him. 

Dr.  Dodd  declared,  that  it  was  with  great  re- 
luctance he  came  into  a  court  of  jufticeon  fuch  an 
occafion,  which  he  faid  he  would  not  have  done, 
if  the  robbery  had  not  been  attended  with  circum- 
ftances  of  an  aggravating  kind  ;  but  that  the  firing 
of  the  piftol  was  a  crime  of  fo  horrid  a  nature, 
that  his  regard  to  the  fafety  of  others  had  induced 
him  to  commence  a  profecution  fo  abhorrent  to  the 
feelings  of  his  own  mind  :  but  the  Doctor  would 
not  fwear  to  the  identity  of  the  prifoner's  perfon. 

On  the  contrary,  Mrs.  Dodd  fwore  that  he  was 
the  actual  perfon  that  had  committed  the  robbery; 
and  declared  that  he  had  confcffed  his  guilt  when 
before  Sir  John  Fielding.  This  evidence  was  deem- 
ed fo  conclulive,  that  the  jury  did  not  hefirate  to 
find  him  guilty,  in  confequence  of  which  he  re- 
ceived fenteace  of  death. 

After 


WILLIAM  GRIFFITHS— for  Robbery.     109 

After  conviftion  he  behaved  for  fome  time  ia 
fuch  a  manner  as  was  by  no  means  proper  for  his 
melancholy  fituation  ;  and  he  refuted  to  attend 
divine  fervice  in  the  chapel :  but  after  the  arrival 
of  the  warrant  for  his  execution  his  conduct  ap- 
peared to  be  totally  changed,  and  he  wept  almoft 
inceflantly.  He  acknowledged  the  utmoft  readi- 
nefs  to  liften  to  the  inftiudlions  of  the  ordinary  of 
Newgate,  and  made  a  ready  confefiion  of  many 
robberies  in  which  he  had  been  concerned  own* 
ing  that  he  had  been  long  deferving  of  the  dread- 
ful fate  that  then  awaited  him. 

Among  other  things  which  he  confefTed  was, 
that  he  was  the  perfon  who  fired  the  piftol  at  Mrs. 
Conftable ;  and  that  he  prevailed  on  a  woman  of 
his  acquaintance  to  perfuade  Evans  to  take  a  falfc 
oath  on  the  trial,  the  confequence  of  which  was 
the  acquittal  of  himfelf  and  Johnfon. 

He  owned  that  his  attachment  to  the  company 
of  women  of  abandoned  character  contributed  ia 
a  great  degree  to  his  deft  ruction,  as  his  extrava- 
gance in  the  fupport  of  them  induced  him  tt>  think 
of  having  recourfe  to  the  highway  for  a  fupply, 
the  confequence  oi  which  would  be  an  ignomini- 
ous death. 

The  reft  of  his  behaviour  was  by  no  means 
inconfiftent  with  his  calamitous  iituation;  and  the 
ordinary  of  Newgate,  conceiving  that  he  was  a 
fmcere  penitent,  did  not  hetjta;c  to  adnunili'er  to 
him  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  iupper. 

When  the  fatal  day  of  execution  arrived,  he 
attended  fervice  in  the  chapel  of  Xewgate,.  where 
his  behaviour  was  fuch  as  tojuilifv  the  ideas^that 
had  been  formed  of  the  r.menty  of  his  repentance. 
Being  brought  down  into  the  prels-yar^i.  his  irons 
were  knocked  off,  and  he  was  put  into  the  cart 

to 
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to  be  conveyed  to  the  fatal  tree;  on  which  occafion 
he  wept,  as  penetrated  with  the  utmoft  contrition 
for  his  pad  crimes  ;  and  at  the  place  of  execution 
he  cautioned  the  attending  multitude  in  general, 
and  youth  in  particular,  to  take  warning  by  his 
unhappy  fate. 

William  Griffiths  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
2Ofh  of  January,  1773. 

In  the  cafe  of  this  malefactor  we  plainly  fee  the 
fatal  eonfeejuences  of  an  attachment  to  bad  com- 
pany, which  naturally  leads  to  ignominy,  deftruc- 
tion,  and  death.  The  man  who  can  harden  his 
niindTo  far  as  to  fire  a  piftol  at  an  unoffending 
traveller,  is  not  deferving  of  any  pity. 

Dr.  Dodd's  tender  caution,  in'hefitatingto  fwear 
to  the  prifoner,  furniOies  a  prpof  of  the  humanity 
of  his  mind.  Indeed,  he  was  a  man  of  humane 
feelings,  notwithftanding  what  happended  after- 
wards to  tarnifh  his  own  character.  He  was  the 
patron  of  charities,  public  and  private  :  but  this 
will  more  fully  appear  hereafter,  when  we  come 
to  treat  of  his  own  melancholy  ftory. 

From  all  that  bas  been  faid  let  us  remember  that 
punifhment  is  the  natural  confluence  of  vice,  and 
that  the  only  fure  path  to  happinefs  is  through, 
the  road  of  virtue. 


Account  of  the  Cafe  of  JOSEPH  COOPER, 
who  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  for  Hcfuff -breaking \ 
with  fome  Particulars  of  his  Behaviour  after 
Conviction,  and  at  the  time  of  Execution. 

TH  I  jS  malefactor  was  the  fon  of  honeft  but 
poor  parents,  who  were  unable  to  educate 
him  as  they  could  have  wiflied  ;  and  his  father 

dying 
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dying  before  he  was  feven  years  of  age,  his  mother, 
Vvho  was  a  poor  washerwoman,  was  left  the  fole 
proteftor  of  him  in  the  helplefs  ftate  of  infancy. 

The  mother  procured  his  adn>ifllon  into  a  cha- 
rity fchool,  where  he  continued  till  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  Mr.  Beaumont,  a  capital  cut- 
ler in  Redcrofs-ftreet,  took  him  as  an  appren- 
tice, in  mere  corripafTion  to  his  deftitute  fituation 
of  life. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  man  in  a  very  entenfive 
way  of  bufinefs  ;  fo  that  the  youth  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  a  compleat  mafter  of  his  pro- 
feflion ;  and  fuch  was  his  diligence  and  good  be- 
haviour for  a  confiderable  time,  that  perhaps  no 
lad  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  he  was  ever  acquired  a 
better  character,  or  was  more  efteemed  by  the 
neighbours  and  others  who  had  connexions  with 
his  mafter. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  obferving  his  diligent  and  oblig- 
ing behaviour,  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  kind- 
nefs,  with  a  view  to  infpire  him  with  a  refolution 
of  continuing  in  the  practice  of  that  duty  which 
was  fo  likely  to  be  productive  of  his  prefent  and 
future  happinefs. 

Unhappily,  however,  for  Cooper,  this  gentle 
treatment  had  not  its  defired  effect,  as  will  be  teen 
in  the  fequel  of  this  ftory ;  yet  he  ferved  out  Ml 
apprenticefhip  with  fidelity,  and  afterwards  lived 
fome  time  with  his  mafter  as  a  journeyman.  Mr. 
Beaumont  ftill  continued  to  treat  him  with  his 
ufual  kindnefs,  and  fo  generous  was  his  behaviour 
towards  him,  that  the  leaft  attention  to  iiis  own 
intereft  would  mod  probably  have  preferved  him 
from  ruin,  and  enabled  him  to  have  made  a  very 
creditable  figure  in  life, 

*  Unhap- 
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Unhappily  for  himfelf,  Cooper  got  acquainted 
with  a  number  of  young  fellows  of  diffolute  cha- 
racter, who  frequented  a  public-hpufe  in  Golden- 
fene.  where  they  fpent  their  time  in  foenes  of  riot 
and  diflipation,  equally  calculated  to  deftroy  their 
health  of  body  and  peace  of  mind. 

Cooper's  former  principles  of  virtue  were  all 
unhinged  by  an  affectation  with  fuch  obnoxious 
companions,  and  his  mind  was  foon  contaminated 
with  ideas  that  led  with  rapid  and  certain  progrefs 
to  his  deftruclion. 

At  length,  through  the  inftigation  of  his  com- 
panion?, he  frequented  houfes  of  ill  fame,  which 
introduced  him  to  the  company  of  women  of  aban- 
doned character;  one  of  whom  he  became  inti- 
mately acquainted  with,  and  cohabited  with  her 
at  ahoufe  of  infamous  character  in  Denmark-court 
in  the  Strand. 

In  a  convocation  between  Cooper  and  his  girl, 
the  latter  advifed  him  to  rob  his  late  matter,  as  the 
readied  way  to  raife  a  fuppJy  to  fupport  their  pre- 
fent  extravagance ;  and  this  icheme  was  thought 
the  more  practicable,  as  Cooper,  having  lived  feve- 
ral  years  in  the  houfe,  knew  all  the  avenues  to  it, 
and  every  part  of  which  he  was  well  acquainted 
with. 

Cooper  at  firft  appeared  to  be  fhocked  at  the 
fimple  idea  of  fo  baiely  injuring  a  man  who  had 
protected  him  in  the  early  part  of  life,  and  had, 
on  all  occafions,  proved  himfelf  fuch  a  difinterefted 
friend ;  and  he  actually,  for  fome  time,  refufed  to 
have  any  concern  in  iuch  an  ungenerous  tranfac- 
tion  :  at  length  the  arguments  of  the  girl  prevailed, 
and  he  reiolved  on  the  commifiion  of  the  crime, 
which  terminated  in  bis  deftru&ion. 

It 
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It  was  Mr.  Beaumont's  cuftom  to  fpend  his 
•vening  at  a  public  houfe  in  Old-ftreet  j  and  on 
his  return  home  he  carefully  locked  his  doors,  and 
©bferved  that  every  other  place  of  pofEble  entrance 
was  made  faft,  in  order  to  prevent  the  admiflion 
of  robbers ;  yet  his  vigilance  proved  fruitlefs,  for 
Cooper,  whom  of  all  men  he  would  have  lead 
fufpe£led,  proved  the  ungenerous  infringer  on  the 
property  of  his  benefactor. 

Mr.  Beaumont  having  feen  his  houfe  fecure  one 
night,  retired  to  reft ;  but  about  two  on  the  fol-? 
lowing  morning  he  was  awakened  by  a  noife  that 
feemed  to  arife  from  the  trampling  of  feet  on  the 
(lairs. 

Terrified  in  a  high  degree  by  this  ^unexpe&ed 
vilit,  he  was  for  fome  time  afraid  of  venturing  out 
of  his  bed  ;  but  at  length,  hearing  that  fome  per- 
fon  had  gone  out  of  his  chamber,  and  fhut  the 
door,  he  got  up,  and  difcovered  that  his  bureau  had 
teen  broken  open,  and  a  hundred  guineas  ftolen 
frorruit.  He  likewif$  obferved  that  the  lock  of  the 
chamber-door,  and  the  chain  which  confined  it, 
ha4  been  forced  open  by  means  qf  a  chiflel. 

As  it  was  prefurned  that  the  perfqn  who  had 
committed  the  robbery  could  not  be  at  any  great 
diftance,  Mr.  Beaumont  alarmed  the  watchmen, 
who  made  an  immediate  purfuit;  and  though  they 
did  not  overtake  the  robber,  they  prefurned  that 
they  were  near  him,  from  heai  ing  the  trampling 
of  feet  haftily  moving  in  the  {Ireet,  as  thofe  of  a 
perfon  flying  from  a  purfuer. 

The  circumftances  attending  this  robbery  made 
it  ahnoft  evident  that  the  perfon  who  committed 
it  muft  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
avenues  of  the  houfe  ;  and  Mr.  Beaumont  was  in- 
4uced  to  fufpect  that  Cooper  was  the  thief,  from 
Y,  No.  44.  'what 
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h  lately  heard  of  tht  abandoned 

Mr.  Beaumont  fent  for  a  conftable, 
.  ieven  o'clock  the  following  morning  Cooper 

•ras  taken  into  cuftody  at  the  houfe  where  he  re- 
fided  in  Denmark-court  in  the  Strand. 

He  at  firft  denied  having  had  any  concern  in  the 
robbery,  but  being  conveyed  to  his  matter's  houfe, 
the  precife  money  loft,  except  one  guinea,  was 
found  on  him.  Mr.  Bearnont  fent  for  a  neigh- 
bour, named  Dyfon,  to  advife  with  him  how  to  acl, 
and  expretfed  with  tears  his  averfion  to  the  thought 
of  profecuting  him. 

Mr.  Dyfon  told  him  it  would  be  unfafe  to  dif- 
charge  him ;  on  which  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
Compter,  and  on  his  examination  before  the  fit- 
ting alderman  fuch  ftrong  evidence  of  his  guilt  ap- 
peared, that  he  was  committed  to  Newgate,  for 
trial  at  the  next  Old  Bailey  feflions. 

On  his  trial  the  matter  depofed  againft  him  with 
themoft  generous  relu&ance,  and  begged  that,  if  it 
were  pcfTible.  his  punifhment  might  be  mitigated  to 
any  thing  fhort  of  that  of  cleath.  Cooper,  by  way 
of  defence,  recounted  an  abfurd  tak,  hinting  that 
the  profecution  was  undertaken  from  revengeful 
motives,  on  account  of  a  quarrel  which  had  taken 
place  when  he  quitted  Mr.  Beaumont's  fervice. 

After  a  fair  and  jpandid  trial  the  jury  brought  in 
a  verdict  of  guilty,  but  joined  inrecomrnendinghim 
as  an  object  of  the  royal  clemency  ;  and  Mr.  Beau- 
m.ont  figned  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  wretched 
convi£t;  but,  after  the  report  was  made  to  the  king, 
he  was  included  among  thofe  who  were  ordered 
for  execution. 

A  confinement  in  the  cells  of  Newgate  brought 
this  unhappy  youth  to  a  due  confideration  of  thfe 

enormity 
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•normity  of  his  crime,  of  which  he  appeared  fin- 
cerely  to  repent,  and  confefied  the  juilice  of  his 
fentence  to  the  clergyman  who  directed  him  in  his 
devotions. 

He  behaved  in  the  mod  contrite  manner  at  the 
fatal  tree,  where  he  again  confefled  that  he  had 
merited  that  public  and  .ignominious  death  which 
the  law  had  awarded  for  his  crimes. 

Jofeph  Cooper  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1773. 

In  the  fate  of  this  malefaftor  we  fee  the  jufl 
punifhment  due  to  the  crime  of  ingratitude.  The 
robbing  a  mafter,  who  had  treated  him  with  fuch 
unufual  kindnefs,  was  a  proof  that  an  affociation 
with  bad  company  will  Jfo  corrupt  the  mind,  as  to 
make  it  capable  of  the  deepeft  balenefs. 

Hence,  then,  young  people  fhould  learn  to  ab- 
(lain  from  all  evil  aflociations,  and  to  connect  them- 
felves  only  with  the  fober,  the  virtuous,  the  reli- 
gious;  and  they  may  be  affured  that  peace  of  mind 
will  follow  this  conduft. 


A  full  Relation  of  the  Life,  Trial,  Behaviour, 
and  Execution,  of  JOHN  LENNARD,  who 
was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  for  committing  the 
horrid  Crime  of  a  Rape. 

THIS  offender  was  one  of  the  lowed  and  mod 
abandoned  of  the  human  race.  He  had  been 
taught  to  read  and  write,  which  was  all  his  educa- 
tion ;  but  was  too  idle  to  think  of  any  reputable 
employment,  and  even  from  his  childhood  difco  - 
vered  the  moft  brutal  and  barbarous  difpofitio 
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Having  a  low,  as  well  as  a  moft  favage  turn  df 
rhind,  he  made  himfelf  acquainted  With  fome  bai- 
liffs, whbufed  to  employ  him  to  fcize  the  goods  of 
unfortunate  people  who  were  indebted  in  trifling 
fums  j  and  iri  this  capacity  he  gave  fuch  fingular 
proofs  of  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  an  officer  of  the 
Marfhalfea  court  employed  him  as  his  follower. 

In  this  ftation  he  was  fo  exceedingly  vigilant, 
&6Hve,  and  penetrating,  that  it  was  almofl  impofli- 
ble  for  any  man  who  had  a  writ  out  againft  him  tb 
efcape  him.  He  ufed  todrefs  himfelf  in  a  variety 
*of  difguifes,  to  carry  on  his  fcbemes,  and  feldoni 
failed  to  rentier  the  unfortunate  ftiil  more  mifer- 
abiet 

Lehnard's  employer  was  a  native  of  Dumfries  in 
Scotland,  and  carried  a  pack  of  linen  round  the 
country  for  rnany  years ;  but  being  greatly  involved 
in  debt  to  feveral  linen-drapers,  he  was  arrefted, 
and  lodged  in  the  Marflialfea  prifon,  whence  he 
obtained  his  liberty  under  an  aft  of  infolvency; 
after  which  he  commenced  the  very  reputable  pro- 
feflion  of  a  Marmal's  court  officer. 

If  he  wanted  a  villain  fo  affift  him  in  his  bufinefs^ 
he  could  not  have  made  choice  of  one  more  com- 
plete than  Lennard.  whofe  heart  was  formed  of  the 
moft  flinty  materials,  and  whofe  head  was  as  keerk 
to  contrive  as  his  hand  ve.ady  to  execute.  A  proof 
of  the  truth  of  this  affertion  will  arife  from  the 
following  horrid  narrative. 

At  Reading  in  Berkshire  lived  a  tradefman,  who 
had  been  fo  unfortunate  in  his  cpmmercial  con- 
uexions,  that  for  two  years  together  he  fecreted 
himfelf  in  his  own  houfe,  Sundays  excepted.  This 
unhappy  man  had  feven  children,  and  his  wife  at- 
tended the  mop,  to  fupport  the  infants;  while  the 
hulband  anxioufly  waited  the  arrival  of  a  friend. 
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who  had  made  a  large  fortune  in  the  Eaft  Indies* 
and  who,  he  made  no  doubt,  would  aflift  hint 
with  money  to  difcharge  his  juft  obligations  to  his 
creditors. 

At  this  time  the  unhappy  tradefmah  had  a  woman 
fervant,  who  had  heretofore  lived  in  a  fcandalous 
intimacy  with  the  bailiff  and  his  follower.  This 
woman  informed  her  old  affociates  what  {he  had 
learnt  of  the  Eaft  India  ftory;  on  which  Lennard 
formed  a  fcheme  that  would  ever  mark  hischara&et 
with  infamy,  if  that  had  been  his  only  violation 
of  the  laws  of  humanity. 

The  bailiff  had  no  conception  than  any  advantage^ 
could  be  made  of  the  bafe  woman's  intelligence; 
but  Lennard,  begging  that  the  matter  might  be 
left  to  him,  went  to  Reading,  and  fending  for  the 
woman,  told  her  that  his  defign  was  to  return  to 
London,  and  fend  her  matter  a  letter  in  a  fiClitions 
name,  informing  him  that  his  friend  was  returned 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  wifhed  to  fee  him. 

On  his  return,  the  creditors  were  told  that  the 
tra'defman  might  be  arrefted  :  on  which  a  writ  was 
taken  out,  and  delivered  to  the  bailiffs;  and  a  letter 
was  written,  informing  the  tradefman  that  his  friend 
was  returned  to  England,  and,  having  learnt  that 
his  circumftances  were  embarraffed,  would  fend  a 
gentleman  to  meet  him  at  Hammerfmith,  and  at* 
tend  him  to  London  in  all  poiliblc  privacy. 

The  devoted  vi&im  to  this  infernal  plan,  unfuf- 
picious  of  what  might  happen,  took  place  in  the 
coach;  and,  when  it  came  to  Hammerfmith,  Len- 
jiard  and  his  mafter  were  in  waiting,  and  told  him 
they  attended  at  the  requeft  of  his  friend,  who  was 
returned  to  England  very  rich ;  and  there  being 
room  for  them,  they  got  into  the  coach,  and  drove 
to  Piccadilly. 

'  •  T  J 

Lennard 
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Lennard  now  defired  the  coachman  to  flop 
while  they  drank  a  glafs  of  wine;  and  inviting  the 
tradefman  into  a  public-houfe,  they  prefented  their 
writ,  and  conveyed  their  prifoner  to  a  fpunging- 
houfe  near  Covent  Garden. 

The  dexterity  of  Lennard  now  became  the  ge- 
neral fubject  of  converfationand  praife  among  the 
bailiffs  of  London  and  Weftminfter;  and  thevillain 
who  contrived  the  plan  was  extolled  as  the  moft 
ingenious  of  his  profeffion.  His  fame  now  fpread 
at  a  rapid  rate ;  and  he  foon  afterwards  engaged  as 
follower  to  an  officer  under  the  meriff  of  Middle- 
fex,  who  had  been  a  linen-draper  in  Piccadilly,  but 
had  failed  in  trade.  Lennard  now  got  confiderable 
fums  of  money  by  his  rapacity  and  extortion ;  but 
he  was  no  iooncr  in  polleflion  of  it;  than  he  fpent 
his  ill-acquired  gains  among  women  of  the  town, 
two  of  whom  he  contributed  greatly  tofupport  :— 
but  we  come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  atrocious  crime 
which  brought  him  to  a  ihameful  end. 

An  execution  having  been  ferved  on  the  goods 
,of  Mr.  Brailsford,  a  gentleman  in  Petty-France, 
Weftminfter,  Lennard,  and  two  other  fellows, 
named  Guy  and.Groves,  were  put  into  pofleflion. 
This  execution  was  ferved  on  the  14th  of  June, 
1773,  anc^  on  tne  following  day  the  crime  was 
.perpetrated. 

Mifs  Ann  Bofs,  a  young  lady  of  virtue  and 
prudence,  lodged  in  Mr.  Bradford's  houie ;  and 
when  his  misfortunes  came  on,  that  gentleman  left 
his  children  in  the  care  of  the  young  lady. 

Mils  Bofs  going  up  flairs  to  drefs  herfelf,  in  or- 
der to  pay  a  vifit  to  a  lady  in  the  neighbourhood, 
fhe  was  followed  by  Lennard,  whom  fhe  was 
aftonifhed  to  fee  enter  her  chamber,  where  he 

perp?- 
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perpetrated  the  rape,  with  every  circumftance  of 
horrid  aggravation. 

In  the  interim  fhe  alarmed  the  neighbourhoods 
but  Lennard  having  by  this  time  left  her,  fhe  went 
down  into  the  yard,  where  fhe  fainted  away,  aud 
continued  fome  time  in  a  flate  of  infenfibility. 
Some  of  the  neighbours  now  came  to  the  door, 
and  infifted  on  being  admitted  ;  but  Lennard  drew 
a  fword,  and  threatened  inflant  deflru6lion  to  the 
firft  who  fhould  prefume  to  enter, 

A  foreign  gentleman  who  lodged  at  the  next 
houfe,  having  obferved  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
Mifs  Bofs,  recommended  an  immediate  application 
to  a  magiftrate;  but,  as  the  hour  grew  late,  it  was 
refolved  to  wait  till  the  morning  before  any  fuch 
flep  fliould  be  taken*. 

In  the  interim  Mr.  Houfeman,  of  Berkhamftead, 
an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Brails'ford,  being  in  London, 
went  to  the  houfe  of  his  friend,  late  on  the  fame 
night ;  where  finding  Lennard  in  poffeflion  of  the 
efte&s,  he  begged  to  fpeak  with  Mifs  Bofs ;  but 
the  villain  kicked  him  out  of  the  houfe,  inflead  of 
complying  with  his  requeft. 

On  the  following  morning  the  neighbours  ap- 
plied to  Sir  John  Fielding,  \vho  immediately  fent 
leveral  conftables  to  take  into  cuftody  the  three 
men  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  houfe. 

Being  conveyed  to  Bow-ftreet,  Mifs  Bofs  gave 
pofitive  teftimony  againft  Lennard  for  the  rape  ; 

on 


*  It  was  ftrange  that  any  heGtatior.  mould  be 
made  refpedling  the  hour,  in  a  cafe  of  this  nature. 
Any  hour  of  the  night  would  ha\£  been  equal  at 
Bow-ftreet,  and  immediate  fteps  would  have  been 
taken  to  fecure  the  offender. 
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en  which  he  and  his  companions  were  committee! 
to  Newgate. 

At  the  next  feflions  at  the  Old  Bailey  Lennard 
was  capitally  convi&ed,  and  received  fentence  of 
death  ;  and  Guy  and  Groves,  being  found  guilty 
of  a  mifdemeanour,  wee  adjudge^  to  be  burnt  in 
the  hand  and  imprifoned. 

Lennard's  behaviour  after  convi&iqn  was  infen- 
£ble  and  brutal  in  a  high  degree ;  nor  could  he^be 
induced  to  perform  any  office  of  religion,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  deplorable  (ituation :  nor  at  the  place 
of  death  was  his  behaviour  more  becoming ;  he 
died  as  little  lamented  as  perhaps  any  one  that 
ever  fuffered  a,t  the  fatal  tree. 

John  Lennard  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
12th  of  Auguft,  1773. 

It  is  a  common  faying,  when  a  man  is  known 
for  an  egregious  villain,  that "  hanging  is  too  good 
"  for  him;"  and  furely,  if  this  could  ever  be  ap- 
plied, with  truth,  it  mud  have  been  to  this  male, 
factor ;  yet  his  brethren  of  the  order  of  bailiffs  did 
not  feem  to  think  fo,  for  they  made  a  fubfci iption 
for  his  funeral,  whereas  his  carcafe  ought  to  have 
been  given  to  the  fowls  of  the  air. 

The  life  of  this  man  feems  tp  have  been  one 
chain  of  guilt  from  the  cradle  to  the  gallows  :  but 
it  is  time  to  have  done  with  fo  execrable  a  fubje£tj 
and  we  truft  it  cannot  fre  neceflary  to  warn  any  one 
from  following  his  example;  a  dreadful  example 
$o  prefent  and  future  times ! 
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A  Particular  Account  of  the  Cafe  of  WILLIAM 
FIELD,  otherwife  GREEN,  who  was  hanged 
at  Kennington  Common,  for  a  Highway-robbery, 
after  a  long  Reign  of  Iniquity. 

THIS  malefa&or  was  an  accomplice  of  the 
notorious  Hawke  the  highwayman,  of  whom 
we  lhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  courfe  of 
thhs  work. 

Field  went  by  a  variety  of  names,  Co  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  diftinguifh  whiph  was  the 
true  one;  but  this  is  the  name  by  which  he  was 
examined  at  Bow-ftreet,  tried,  and  convidted. 

Not  having  learnt  any  trade,  he  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  a  gentleman,  with  whom  he  lived 
three  years,  bnt  was  at  length  difcharged,  on  ac- 
count of  his  character:  however,  he  foon  got  a 
new  place  on  a  falfe  recommendation ;  but  his  ex- 
travagance and  ill  hours  induced  this  matter  llke- 
wife  to  difcharge  him. 

Being  reduced  to  great  poverty,  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  vices,  he  refolved  on  commencing 
highwayman ;  and,  having  hired  horfes  at  livery 
flables,  he  committed  fuch  a  variety  of  robberies* 
that  he  foon  became  the  fubjeft  of  public  conver- 
fation. 

The  money  he  acquired  by  his  lawlefs  depreda- 
tions he  fquandered  among  men  and  women  of 
abandoned  character;  but  at  length  he  was  fought 
after  by  the  officers  of  juftice,  who  carried  him 
before  a  magiftrate,  by  whom  he  was  committed 
to  Newgate. 

He  was  tried  at  the  next  feffions  at  the  Old 

Bailey :   when  the  profecutor  gave  his  teftimony 
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again  ft  him  in  fo  favourable  a  manner,  that  though 
the  jury  found  him  guilty,  they  recommended  him 
to  the  royal  mercy.  The  confequence  was,  that  he 
was  reprieved  for  tranfportation  in  the  year  1770. 

On  his  arrival  in  North  America  he  was  fold  to5 
flavery;  but,  foon  findihg  means  to  efcape  with 
other  flaves  to  New  York,  they  embarked  on  board 
a  veflel  bound  for  Pool,  and  landed  in  England. 

Field  hafteningto  London  engaged  with  Hawke 
in  the  practice  of  robbing  on  the  highway;  and 
making  large  booties,  he  aflhmed  the  character  of 
a  gentleman ;  and  courting  a  girl  who  lived  fer- 
vant  with  a  man  of  fortune,  (he  confented  to  ac- 
cept him  for  a  hufband. 

For  fome  months  after  his  marriage,  he  com- 
mitted highway-robberies  about  twice  a  week ;  but 
his  wife  had  no  fufpiciori  of  the  life  he  led,  con- 
ceiving him  to  be  a  man  in  good  circum  fiances. 

It  is  faid  that  in  five  morths  he  collected  ten 
thoufand  pounds,  in  Bills  of  exchange  and  cafti; 
bnt  this  we  believe  is  beyond  the  truth;  though 
he  frequently  committed  four  or  five  robberies  oft 
a  night,  fometimes  on  Findhley  Common,  and  of- 
ten on  Shooter's  hill,  Blackheath,  and  ether  places 
in  that  neighbourhood;  till  being  clofely  purfued, 
he  effected  a  difficult  efcape  to  town.  After  this 
he  frequented  Putney-common  and  its  adjacencies, 
whence  he  brought  confiderable  booties  to  Lon- 
don. » 

Field,  Hawke,  and  another,  having  robbed  fome 
coaches,  dined  and  made  merry  at  a  public  houfe 
at  Barnes  ;  and  flaying  till  it  was  near  night,  they 
crolled  Kew  bridge,  and  went  to  A&on,  where  they 
flept,  being  afraid  of  coming  to  London. 

Notice  ha  ing  been  given  at  Sir  John  Fielding's 
office,  perfons  were  lent  out  on  different  roads,  and 

the 
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the  offenders  being  taken  _were  conveyed,  hand- 
cuffed, to  Tothill-helds  bridewell.  On  a  fubfequent 
day  they  were  examined,  and  a  great  number  of 
robberies  being  (worn  againft  Hawke  and  Field, 
they  were  remanded  to  prifan,  whence  the  former 
made  his  efcape  in  a  few  days;. 

Though  Field  had  returned  from  tranfportation, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  indift  him  at  the  Surry 
affizes  for  the  fubfequent  robberies  ;  when  he  would 
have  pleaded  guilty,  but  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smy  the 
advifed  him  to  put  himfelf  on  his  trial;  and  when 
the  jury  had  given  a  verdidl  againft  him,  the  judge 
pronounced  fentence,  after  addrefling  him  in  the 
mod  pathetic  manner. 

Being  conveyed  to  the  New-gaol  in  South wark, 
he  was  attended  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Dyer,  to 
whom  he  acknowledged  that  the  robberies  he  had 
been  charged  with  were  far  fhort  of  thofe  he  had. 
committed,  and  he  appeared  very  penitent  for  his 
crimes.  At  thfc  place  df  his  death  he  warned  young 
people  to  avoid  bad  company,  as  it  was  the  certain 
road  to  deflruclion. 

William  Field  was  hanged  at  Kennington  Com- 
mon on  the  i  fl  of  September,  1773. 

The  fate  of  this  offender  fhould  ferve  as  a  leflbrx 
of  caution  to  gentlemen's  fcrvants.  He  loft  two 
places  through  the  badnefs  of  his  character;  and 
being  reduced  to  poverty,  he  was  tempted  to  turn 
highwayman.  His  fuccefs  for  a  while  was  extraor- 
dinary; but  this  led  him,  with  only  the  greater 
rapidity,  to  the  gallows.  Nothing  more  need  be 
faid  on  this  fubjett;  this  wretched  man  brought 
aeltru&ion  on  his  own  head! 
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The  remarkable  Cafe  of  Lieutenant  General 
WILLIAM  GANSEL,  who  was  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey  for  felonioufly  firing  a  piftol  at  JOH  M 
HYDE,,  a  Sheriff's  Officer,  while  attempting  to 
arreft  him  uqder  the  Authority  of  a  Special 
Capias. 

GENERAL  GANSEL  having  greatly 
impaired  his  fortune  by  a  life  of  gaiety,  ha4 
been-feveral  years  under  great  pecuniary  embar- 
raffments,  from  which  he  was  ufmg  his  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  extricate  himfelf  at  the  time  when  the 
tranfac"Hon  happened  which  gave  rife  to  the  trial,, 
of  which  it  is  pur  prefent  bufinefs  to  relate  the 
particulars. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1773, 
Mr.  Lee,  an  eminent  furgeon,  applied  to  John 
Hyde  to  arreft  General  Ganfel  for  a  debt  of  an 
hundred  and  thirty  four  pounds.  'They  went  to 
the  proper  office,  and  obtained  a  fpecial  capias; 
after  which  the  officer  applied  to  his  brother, 
Thomas  Hyde,  Henry  Feltus,  William  Sleigh,  and! 
Richard  Reeves,  to  affift  in  the  intended  capture. 

Between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Lee 
met  the  bailiff  and  his  affiftants,  and,  accompanied 
by  John  Hyde,  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Mayo,  in 
Craven-ftreet,  Strand,  the  other  men  being  ap- 
pointed to  wait  at  fom.e  diftance.  The  ftreet  door 
being  open,  they  went  into  the  parlour,  and  Mr. 
Lee  afked  MIS.  Mayo  whether  General  Ganfel 
lodged  in  her  houfe.  Being  anfwered  in  the  affir- 
mative, Hyde  went  into  the  ftreet,  and  having  beck- 
oned for  his  companions  to  come  up,  attempted  to 
go  towards  the  general's  apartments;  but  on  the 
flairs  he  was  oppofed  by  two  boys,  who  were  bro- 
thers, and  fervants  to  the  general.  At  this  time  the 
i  other 
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other  bailiffs  entered  the  paflage,  and  John  Hyde 
having  ft  ruck  a  knife  from  the  hand  of  one  of  the 
boys  with  a  walking-flick,  and  throw'n  it  out  of  the 
window,  he  and  his  brother  were  foon  overpowered 
and  bolted  in  the  yard. 

John  Hyde  depofed,  that,  when  the  boys  were  in. 
the  yard,  he  proceeded  towards  the  fecond  floor,  and 
obferving  the  general,  with  whofeperfon  he  was  well 
acquainted,  upon  the  landing-place,  haftened  to- 
wards him,  and  placed  his  knee  between  the  cham- 
ber-door and  the  wainfcot,,and  endeavoured  to 
force  into  the  room,  when  the  general  difcharged  a 
piftol,  the  ball  from  which  palled  through  the  up- 
per pannel  of  the  door  towards  the  hinge,  and 
flruck  the  wainfcoton  the  flair  cafe;  that  he  then 
got  into  the  room,  and,  clapping  the  general  on  the 
fhoulder,  laid,  "Sir,  you  are  my  prifoner;"when  the 
general,  with  his  left  arm  over  his  right  moulder, 
pointed  another  piftol  at  his  face;  but  that  by  fud- 
denly  Hooping  his  head,  he  fortunately  efcapedthe 
ball,  which  palfed  through  the  hat  of  Henry  Fel- 
tus;  that  the  general  was  then  with  much  difficulty 
forced  down  (lairs.,  and  put  into  a  hackney  coach, 
which  conveyed  him  to  a  lock-up  houfe  kept  by  a 
iheriff's  officer,  named  Armftrong,  whence  he  was 
foon  afterwards  removed  to  Newgate. 

Feltus  produced  the  hat  through  which  the  ball 
of  the  fecond  pifiol  had  pafled :  but  neither  his 
evidence  nor  that  of  Thomas  Hyde,  Sleigh,  or 
Reeves,  materially  differed  from  that  of  the  firft 
witnefs. 

The  general  faid.  that  though  he  was  not  wholly 
unu'fed  to  fpeak  in  public,  his  ill  flate  of  health 
and  other  circum fiances  had  given  rife  to  an  appre- 
heniion  that  he  might  be  incapable  on  the  prefent 
qccation  to  dojuftice  tp  his  caufe  in  an  extempore 

addrefsj 
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addrefs,  and  he  had  therefore  reduced  his  defence 
to  writing. 

He  then  read  the  defence,  which,  among  ofh^r 
matters,  fet  forth,  that  being  informed  by  in*  ler- 
vants,  Henry  and  James,  that  the  hoafe  was  fur- 
rounded  by  armed  ruffians,  and  prefently  a'lcr 
hearing  a  violent  uproar  at  the  head  of  the  flairs,, 
he  locked  himfelf  into  his  chamber,  againft  the 
door  of  which  he  placed  an  elbow-chair»  and  tke 
uproar  increafing,  he  fired  off  a  piftol  pointed  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  door,  with  a  view  of  deter- 
ring the  aflailants,  who  foon  broke  into  the  room, 
the  forcing  the  door  throwing  him  down,  and  the 
fecond  piftol  going  off  without  defign,  while  he  was 
falling.  He  faid  that,  from  a  perufal  of  Blackftone's 
Commentaries,  he  was  taught  to  believe  that  an 
Engliftiman's  houfe  is  his  caftle,  and  that  a  room 
hired  for  a  certain  time  was  to  be  confidered  as  his 
caftle;  that  he  paid  for  his  apartments  by  the 
year;  and  that  he  had  occupied  them  eight  and 
thirty  years,  fixteen  years  of  which  Mr.  Mayo  had 
been  his  landlord  ;  and  that  he  conceived  he  had 
an  undoubted  right  of  defending  himfelf  in  his  own 
habitation.  In  the  courfe  of  his  addrefs  the  prifo- 
ner  mentioned  feveral  perfons  whom  he  defired 
might  be  examined  on  his  behalf. 

Several  witneflTes  fvvore  that  the  bolt  of  the  lock 
belonging  to  the  general's  chamber-door  had  been 
{trained,  and  the  fcrews  of  the  receiver  of  the  bolt 
forced  out  of  the  wood  ;  and  they  likewife  depofed 
that,  from  a  very  particular  examination,  they  were 
confident  the  ball  muft  have  took  a  different  direc- 
tion, had  the  piftol  been  fired  when  the  door  was 
open,  adding  that,  when  the  door  was  open  only- 
three  inches,  they  perceived  that  the  impreffion 
made  by  the  ball  pn  the  wainfcot  of  the  (lair-cafe 

was 
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was  not  nearly  in  a  right  line  with  a  hole  inthe 
p.mnel  in  the  door,  but  that  when  the  door  was 
)perfe£tly  clofed  there  was  an  exaft  correfpondence 
between  the  hole  through  which  the  bail  pafled 
and  the  mark  where  it  afterwards  ftruck  the  wain- 
fcot.  ,  k 

Mrs.  Mayo  fwore,  that  from  the  time  the  tranf- 
aftion  happened  the  premifes  had  not  been  feen  by 
anv  perfon  but  in  her  prefence,  and  that  no  altera- 
tions whatever  had  been  made. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  abftra&  of  the  evidence 
adduced  for  and  againft  the  prifoner  on  an  indicV- 
ment  for  felonioufly  {hooting  at  John  Hyde;  the 
firlt  count  charging  him  with  firing  off  a  piftol  held 
in  his  right,  and  the  fecond  with  firing  at  the  fame 
man  another  piftol  held  in  his  left  hand.  After  the 
jury  had  remained  out  of  court  fome  time,  they 
brought  in  their  virdift,  "  not  guilty." 

The  general  was  arraigned  on  two  other  indict- 
ments y  one  for  felonioufly  (hooting  at  Thomas 
Hyde  ;  and  the  other  for  felonioufly  (hooting  at 
Henry  Feltus:  but  the  counfel  for  the  profecution 
informed  the  court,  that  "  as  the  general  was  ac- 
"  quitted  on  the  merits,  he  fliould  wave  proceed- 
"  ing  on  the  two  lad  indictments." 

General  Ganfel  was  tried  at  the  feflions  houfe  in 
the  Old  Bailey  on  Wednefday  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1773. 

It  was  imagined  that  the  principal  matter  for  the 
decifion  of  the  court  would  have  been,  Whether 
the  law  would  juftify  a  man  in  oppoung  a  forcible 
entry  into  his  place  of  habitation,  and  how  far  the 
character,  office,  andauthority  of  the  aflailants  were 
to  be  conuMered  in  mitigation  of  a  violent  attack  : 
but  the  queilion  took  a  turn  very  different  from 
what  was  expefted. 

The 
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The  evidence  of  John  Hyde  and  his  affociates 
fet  forth,  that  the  door  was  partly  open  when  the 
general  fired;  but  the  contrary  appeared  from  the 
depofitions  of  other  witnefles.  It  does  not  feem  that 
the  firft  piftol  was  pointed  immediately  at  any  Der- 
fon;  for  the  hole  in  the  door  was  confiderably 
higher  than  the  head  of  the  talleft  man;  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  fecond  piftol  went  off  while 
the  general  was  falling.  Tl,ius  the  matter  feems  to 
Jhave  been  underftood  by  the  jury. 

Nothing  but  the  lad  extremity  of 'danger  can 
juftify  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  or  other  defperate 
weapons.  There  is  fomething  extremely  fhocking 
in  the  idea  of  taking  away  the  life  of  a  fellow- 
creature,  when  he  is  unprepared  for  eternity. 

Let  our  readers  remember,  that  if  it  mould  prove 
their  misfortune  to  labour  under  injury  and  oppref- 
iion,  the  moft  eligible  means  of  obtaining  redrefs 
will  be  by  an  application  to  the  legiflative  power. 


Genuine  Memoirs    of  the   famous  WILLIAM 

,COX,  who  was  executed  at  Tyburn  for  ftealing 

Bank  Notes  and  Calh  to  the  amount  of  more 

than  four  hundred  Pounds,  the  property  of  Mr- 

John  Kendrick. 


father  of  the  unfortunate  youth,  who  is 
JL  the  fubject  of  this  narrative,  was  a  ribbon- 
weaver,  and  lived  in  Holy  well-lane,  near  Shorcditch. 
His  mother  was  efteemed  honeft  and  induftrious, 
and  was  conlidered  as  the  only  peifon  of  the  family 
deferving  that  character.  At  a  very  early  time  of 
life  young  Cox  was  initiated  into  the  arts  of  thiev- 
itog  by  his  own  father,  who  was  in  America,  under 

fentence 
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fentence  of  transportation,  at  the  time  of  his  Ton's 
execution. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  firft  feloni- 
ous tranfa&ion  in  which  this  unhappy  young  man 
was  engaged*;:  the  father  and  fon  paffing  through 
Grofvencr-ftreet,  the  former  obferved  a  tilver  tan- 
kard in  a  window,  and  attempted  to  (leal  it ;  but 
being  prevented  by  the  iron  rails  of  the  area,  he 
lifted  the  boy  over  them,  ordering  him  to  take  the 
tankard,  which  he  immediately  handed  to  his  father, 
and  was  then  lifted  again  into  the  ftreet. 

Soon  after  the  above  adventure  young  Cox  com- 
menced pick-pocket,  and  in  a  fhort  time  he  was 
reckoned  the  moft  expert  of  that  fraternity.  Being 
committed  to  Clerkenwell-bridewell,  he  was  re- 
duced to  a  moft  miferable  degree  of  poverty:  but 
he  no  fooner  obtained  his  liberty,  than  he  pro- 
cured decent  apparel,  and  he  was  from  that  time 
remarkably  clean  and  neat  in  his  appearance. 

Cox  lived  fome  years  at  the  houfe  of  his  uncle 
Weft,  in  Feathers-court,  High  Holborn,  who  en- 
couraged him  to  purfue  thofe  illegal  courfes  which 
led  to  his  deftru&ion. 

He  got  unper^eived  into  a  grocer's  the  corner  of 
Long-lane,  in  Alderfgate- ftreet,  and  ftolea  filver- 
hilted  fword  from  a  room  on  the  firft  floor  :  re- 
turning through  the  fhop  with  his  booty,  he  was 
afked  tome  queftions ;  on  which  he  faid  he  had  been 
playing  with  mafter  Billy,  which  he  had  informed 
himfelf  was  the  name  of  the  grocer's  fon:  but  on 
going  out  of  the  (hop  the  fword  ftruck  againft  the 
fteps,  and  he  was  taken  into  cuftody,  and  brought 
to  trial,  but  it  was  hit  fortune  to  efcape  conviction. 

Being  provided  with  a  tame  fparrow,  he  let  the 
bird  fly  into  a  window  of  a  houfe  in  Hanover-ftreet, 
and  the  door  happening  to  be  open,  he  went  in, 
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and  concealed  plate  to  a  confideVable  amount. 
Heaving  ibme  perfon  walking  towards  the  room, 
he  fought  refuge  in  the  area,  where  being  per- 
ceived by  an  elderly  gentlewoman,  who  was  the 
only  perfon  in  the  houfe,  he  burft  into  tears,  and 
faying  his  fparrow  had  flown  into  the  window-, 
begged  he  might  be  allowed  to  catch"  it.  The  old 
lady  complied  ;  and  he  foon  found  an  opportu- 
nity of  decamping  with  his  booty. 

It  was  the  common  practice  of  Cox  to  play  at 
marbles  and  other  games  with  young  gentlemen 
before  the  doors  of  their  parents,  and  he  feldorri 
fuffered  an  opportunity  to  efcape  of  gelling  into 
and  robbing  the  houfes.  He  had  a  very  remark- 
ably boyifh  appearance  ;  and  on  a  variety  of  oc- 
oafions  that  chcumftance  greatly  aflifted  him  in  the 
purfuit  of  his  felonious  defigns. 

Cox  was  connected  with  a  notorious  thief,  who 
called  himfelf  Capt.  Davis  ;  and,  by  means  of  the 
moft  artful  ftratagems  that  could  be  fuggefled, 

.thefe  accomplices  perpetrated  a  furprifing  number 
of  robberies.  Davis  was  at  length  apprehended, 
and  fentenced  to  fuiFer  death;  but  he  waj  reprieved 

"on  condition  of  tranfportation.  * 

About  the  middle  of  the  fummer  1773,  the 
apartments  of  Mr.  Kendrick  in  Oxford-ftreet  were 
privately  entered,  and  a  bureau  was  opened,  and 
ihree  bank-notes,  of  a  hundred  pounds  each,  and 
a  hundred  and  thirty  guineas,  and  a  filver  watch, 
were  Rolen  thereout.  SOOB  after  Mr.  Kendrick's 

."jobbery,  Cox  and  William  Claxton  went  together 
to  Reading  in  Berkfhire,  and  there  purcbaTed  three 

'Lories,  for  which  Claxton  paid  with  one  of  the 
notes  (lolen  from  Mr.  Kendrick,  receiving  in  part 
of  change  a  fifty  pounds  bank-note,  which.-he  after- 
wards changed  at  the 'bank  for  notes  of  fmaller 

value, 
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value,  two  of  which  were  fpund  in  the  poffeflion 
of  Weft,  Cox's  uncle.    On  the  firft  examination  of 
thcfe 'offenders  at  the  public  office  in  Bow-itrtet, 
which  was  on   Wcdnefday,   the  eleventh  day  of 
Auguft,  Weft  faid  he    received  the  notes  of  his 
wife  on  the  day  preceding  that  of  her  deceafe, 
which  was  about  the  time  of  Mr.  Kendrick's  rob- 
bery :  but  on  the  following  Wednefday  he  aflui  cd 
the  magift rates  that  the  notes  had  been  in  his  pof- 
felTion  three  years.    In  contradiction  to  this  it  was 
proved   that  the  notes  had  not  been  many  days 
iflued  from  the  bank. 

Mr.Knapp  and  Mr.  White  of  Reading  appeared, 
and  the  fifty  pounds  note,  given  in  part  of  change 
of  that  of  an  hundred,  was  regularly  traced  from 
the  hands  of  Claxton  to  the  bank,  where  he  had 
changed  it  for  others  of  fmaller  value.  Weft  was 
discharged,  the  receiving  of  notes,  which  are  the 
produce  of  other  notes  felonioufly  obtained,  not 
coming  under  the  defcription  of  the  law;  and 
Claxton  was  admitted  an  evidence  againft  Cox, 
who  was  committed  for  trial  at  theeafuing  feffions 
at  the  Old  Bailey. 

The  evidence  againft  Cox  was  wholly  circum- 
ftantial ;  but  it  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be  al- 
moft  as  ftrong  as  pofitive  proof,  and  on  that  evi- 
dence he  was  convicted  at  the  feffions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  September,  1773. 

While  under  fentence  of  death  he  feemed  not  to 
be  remarkably  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  the  dreadful 
fate  that  awaited  him;  he  was  chearful  among  his 
companions,  but  yet  he  appeared  not  wholly  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  neceflary  preparations  for  eternity. 
William  Cox  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
27th  ot  October,  1773. 

S  i  Cox 
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Cox  was  by  no  means  addi&ed  to  drunkennefs. 
At  the  public  houfes  he  frequented  he  feldorft  ftaid 
long  at  a  time,  it  being  his  ufual  cuftom  to  drink 
a  fmall  glafs  of  liquor  at  the  bar,  for  which  he 
generally  paid  a  fhilling.  For  fome  years  he  had 
kept  a  little  black  mare,  on  which  he  rode  to  the 
races  within  a  moderate  diftance  of  London,  where 
he  was  generally  very  fuccefsful  in  making  bets. 
He  long  cohabfted  with  a  woman  who  was  equally 
famous  for  her  dexterity  in  fhoplifting,  and  being 
the  fifter  of  fo  accomplished  a  villain,  and  fo  dan- 
gerous a  peft  to  fociety,  as  William  Claxton. 

Jt  was  the  peculiar  misfortune  of  Cox  to  be  in- 
ftru$ed  in  the  arts  of  villainy  by  his  own  father, 
at  a  time  of  life,  when  he  was  incapable  of  diftin- 
guiftiing  between  right  and  wrong.  The  molt 
important  part  of  a  parent's  duty  Is,  to  infpire  his 
offspring  with  an  ardent  lave  of  virtue.  If  any 
of  our  readers  fhould  be  fo  peculiarly  unfortunate 
as  to  be  countenanced  in  vicious  courfes  by  their 
parents,  let  them  difclaim  all  filial  obedience,  and 
feek  fupport  and  protection  from  that  Almighty 
Power  whofe  favour  will  ever  be  extended  to  fuch 
as  live  in  a  ftricl  adherence  to  his  divine  commands. 


Particulars  renting  to  WILLIAM  HAWKE, 
who  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  for  a  Robbery 
on  the  Highway. 

THIS  offender  was  born  at  Uxbridge,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex.     Soon   after   the  de- 
ceafe  of  his  father  he  came  to  London,  and  hired 
himfeif  to  draw  beer  at  a  public-houfe  upon  Saf- 
fron-hill.   Contracting  an  acquaintancewith  fomc 

aban- 
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abandoned  people  who  frequented  an  alehoufe  in 
St.  Giles's,  he  was  perfuaded  to  join  them  in  com- 
mitting depredations  upon  the  public. 

Hawke  at  length  commenced  highwayman,  and 
became  an  accomplice  of  James  Field,  the  particu- 
lars of  whofe  life  we  have  already  mentioned.  Field 
and  Hawke  were  tranfported  to  America  ;  and  re- 
turning to  England  nearly  at  the  fame  period,  they 
again  became  affociates  in  committing  robberies 
upon  the  highway.  Hawke  and  Field  being  appre- 
hended together,  the  formei  efcaped  from  Tothill- 
fields  bridewell,  and  got  to  France ;  but  the  other 
fuffered  the  fentence  of  the  law. 

Upon  his  return  to  England  he  committed  a  fur- 
prifing  number  of  moil  daring  robberies  ;  and  fe- 
veral  months  elapfed  before  the  thief-takers  knew 
him  to  be  the  man  by  whom  the  roads  about  Lon- 
don were  fo  dangeroufly  infefted. 

Information  being  given  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  keeper 
of  Xothill-fields  bridewell,  that  Hawke's  wife  had 
been  to  Uxbridge  on  a  party  of  plealure,  he 
fought  the  driver  of  the  coach  in  which  (he  was 
conveyed,  and  learnt  from  him  that  Hawke  lodged 
in  Shoe-lane.  The  following  morning  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Leigh,  and  lome  other  perfons  in 
the  fervice  of  Sir  John  Fielding,  went  to  Shoe- 
lane.  Bond  going  up  two  pair  of  flairs,  entered 
the  front  room,  and  there  di (covering  Hawke 
flumbering  in  bed,  threw  himielf  acrofs  the  high- 
wayman, who,  twitting  the  iheet  round  Bond's 
head,  reached  at  a  piitol  that  was  under  the  pillow. 
at  which  inftant  Smith  entered,  and  caught  hold 
of  his  hand.  With  much  difficulty  Hawke  was 
fecured  ;  and  being  put  into  a  coach,  he  faid  that 
his  misfortunes  were  in  fome  meafure  alleviated  by 
the  confideration  that  no  life  was  loft,  for  he  was 
-  provided 
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provided  with  feveral  loaded  piftols,  and  had  form- 
ed the  refolution  of  firing  upon  every  man  who 
fhould  attempt  to  take  him  into  cuflody. 

Being  conveyed  to  the  public  office  in  Bow- 
ftreet,  a  great  number  of  perfons  were  bound  to 
profecute,  and  he  was  committed  to  Newgate. 

At  the  next  feilions  at  the  Old  Bailey  he  was 
arraigned  on  an  indiclment  for  robbing  Mr.  Hart 
of  a  fmall  fum  of  money  ;  and  the  following  are 
the  molt  remarkable  circumflances  adduced  in  evi- 
dence :  Mr.  Hart  and  Captain  Cunningham  were 
Hopped  in  the  Fulham  ftage,  a  little  beyond  Knightf- 
bridge,  by  the  prifoner,  who  demanded  their  mo- 
ney :  the  captain  refufed  to  refign  his  property ; 
and  Hawke  threatened  to  fire,  and  pointing  his 
piftol  at  the  captain,  he  faid,  "  fire  away  and  be 
damned !"onwhich  the  robber  difchargedhispiftol, 
and  the  ball  paffed  between  the  captain's  moulder 
and  his  coat.  Mr.  Hart  then  delivered  a  few  mil- 
lings ;  and  Captain  Cunningham,  getting  out  of  the 
coach  in  the  interim,  feized  the  bridle  of  the  high- 
wayman's horfe,  when  he  difcharged  a  fecend  piftol. 
He  then  remounted,  but  did  not  ride  away  for  fome 
minutes,  durin^  which  interval  thecaptain employ- 
ed himfelf  in  picking  up  flones  and  throwing  them 
at  him.  At  the  time  of  Hawke's  trial  Captain  Cun- 
ningham was  abroad,  but  Mr.  Hart's  evidence  was 
fo  pofuive,  clear,  and  circumftantial,  that  no  doubt 
remained  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  prifoner,  who  was 
therefore  fentenced  to  be  executed. 

While  Hawke  was  under  fentence  of  death,  in 
Newgate,  his  behaviour  was  fuch  as  may  be  called 
decent,  rather  than  penitential.  While  his  irc:.s 
were  knocking  off  on  the  morning  of  execuiion, 
one  of  his  acquaintance  addreiTed  him  thus :  "  How 
4i  do  you  do,  Billy  ?  will  you  have  fome  flowers?" 
4  Here- 
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Hereupon  Hawke  faid,  "  I  am  pretty  well,  I  thank 
"  you.  How  is  Harry  Wright*  ?  he  has  been  ill 
"  of  late,  I  hear."  And  then,  while  the  man  held 
the  nofegay,  he  picked  out  a  flower;  and  with  great 
compofure  placed  it  in  a  button-hole  of  his  coat. 

When  the  cart  was  preparing  to  be  driven  from 
under  the  gallows,  he  thretv  off  both  his  Chocs  ; 
and  when  he  found  it  move,  he  collected  his  ut- 
moft  ftrength,  and  leaped  up,  fo  tha^his  neck  was 
inftantly  diflocated. 

William  Hawke  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
iftofjuly,  1774. 

The  behaviour  of  this  malefa&or  at  the  place  of 
execution  feemed  to  evince,  that  his  mind  was  too 
much  occupied  by  the  deli  re  of  meeting  his  fate 
with  refolution.  A  becoming  fortitude  is  to  be 
preferved  even  in  the  moment  of  entering  upon 
eternity  ;  but  that  fortitude  mud  arife  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  unfeigned  repentance,  and  be  accom- 
panied by  the  pleating  hope  of  obtaining  pardon 
at  the  dread  tribunal  of  the  Almighty. 


Account  of -CHARLES  MILLS  and  JOHN 
PUGH,  who  were  executed  at  Tyburn  fora 
Robbery  on  the  King's  Highway,  commonly 
called  a  Foot  pad- Robbery. 

THESE  offenders  were  born  of  poor  parents, 
and  received  little  or  no  education.     In  the 
winter  they  afted  as  porters  on  the  wharfs  of  the 
Thames,  and  in  the  fummer  employed  themfelves 
as  haymakers  ;  but  at  length  aflbciating  with  aban- 
doned 

_^_ 

*  One  of  the  turnkeys  of  Tothill-fields  bridewell. 


136      NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

doned  company  of  both  fexes,  who  lived  in  Chick- 
lane,  and  fuch  places,  they  loft  thofe  fair  characters 
they  had  hitherto  fupported. 

Diftrefifed  in  circumftances  by  their  own  vices, 
they  determined  to  fupply  their  wants  by  robbery; 
tut  their  appearance  being  too  mean  to  permitthem 
to  think  of  hiring  horfes,  they  determined  to  com- 
mence footpads  ;  and  committed  a  number  of  rob- 
beries in  the  fields  north  of  London,  frequently  ill- 
treating  thofe  whom  they  robbed.  Their  fuccefs 
for  fome  time  was  trifling,  but  being  fuffieient  to 
furnifh  them  with  feveral  offenfive  weapons,  their 
depredations  became  more  frequent,  and  their 
booties  were  fpent,  as  thofe  of  thieves  generally 
are,  in  the  company  of  abandoned  women. 

They  commonly  met  at  analehoufe  in  Totten- 
ham-court-road, and,  having  flufhed  themfelves 
with  liquor,  fallied  forth  to  affault  the  unoffending 
paffengej.  We  now  proceed  to  mention  the  fa£t, 
the  cornmiflion  of  which  coft  them  their  lives. 

On  the  loth  of  Auguft,  17741  they  met,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  at  the  alehoufe,  and  having  drank 
themfelves  into  fpirits  toundertake  daring  exploits, 
they  went  into  the  fields  nearPrimrofe-hill,  between 
Londcm  and  Ratnpftead,  when  a  violent  fliower  of 
xain  falling,  they*took  (belter  under  a  hedge.  In 
the  interim  a  gentleman  named  Gilfon,  who  had 
been  readiag  in  a  book  as  he  (trolled  over  the 
fields,  came  to  the  fame  fpot,  to  avoid  the  violence 
of  the  ihower. 

When  the  rain  abated,  Mr.  Gilfon  was  going 
away;  but  the  villains  threatened  his  inftant  death 
if  he  hefitated  to  deliver  his  money.  In  the  mean 
time  Mills  rifled  his  pockets,  where  finding  only  a 
few  (hillings,  the  robbers  blafphemed  in  a  horrid 
;  an^Mr.  Gilfon,  apprehenuve  of  fatal  con- 

fequences, 
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fequences,  then  delivered  his  watch,  with  a  guinea 
ami  fome  lilver,  which  he  had  till  then  concealed. 

Ten  days  afterwards  Mr.  Gilfon  was  again  near 
the  fame  (pot,  and  fitting  down  to  read,  obferved 
the  identical  robbers  approaching  him.  Knowing 
them  well,  he  applied  to  a  man-fervant  belonging 
to  farmer  Wellings  to.aflift  him  in  taking  them  in- 
to cuftody.  The  man  hefitated,  as  doubting  if  the 
gentleman  had  been  really  robbed  ;  but  Mr.  Wei- 
lings,  being  informed  of  the  affair,  directed  two 
men  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  footpads,  who  were  foon 
taken,  conveyed  .before  a  magiftrate,  and  lodged  in 
Newgate. 

At  the  next  Old  Bailey  feffions  they  were  capitally 
convicted,  and  fenrenced  to  die.  After  conviction, 
they  fent  to  fome  of  their  former  companions  in 
iniquity ;  but  not  one  would  attend  them.  For  a 
fhort  time  they  entertained  hopes  of  being  refpited ; 
but  thefe  hopes  foon  vanifhed. 

Pugh  behaved  penitently;  but  Mills  much  more 
fo,  anfwering  explicitly  all  thequeftions  that  were 
afked  him,  confeffing  his  guilt,  and  wilhing  for  life 
only  in  the  hope  of  making  reparation  to  thofe  who 
had  been  fufferers  by  his  crimes. 

They  were  admitted  to  the  facrament  on  the 
morning  of  their  execution;  and,  when  their  irons 
were  knocked  off,  Pugh  feemed  almoft  abandone'd 
to  defpondency,  and  at  the  place  of  execution  he 
acknowledged  ihe  juftice  of  his  fentence.  Mills  « 
acknowledged  that  he  had  committed  many  other 
robberies,  the  refult  of  his  attachment  to  women 
of  abandoned  character* 

Charles  Mills  and  John  Pugh  were  handed  at 
Tyburn  on  the  yth  of  November,  1774. 

The  molt  remarkable  circumftance  in  the  cafe 
of  thefe  malefactors,  is,  that,  alter  conviction,  their 
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former  abandoned  acquaintance  would  not  vifi 
them.*  Thus  were  they  left  in  the  utmoft  difti'efs 
in  the  hour  of  the  greateft  extremity! 

Hence  young  people  ihould  learn  the  extreme 
ill  confequence  of  keeping  bad  company;  and  that 
the  true  way  to  be  happy,  is  to  aflbciate  with  thofe 
who  have  more  wildom  and  virtue  than  themfelves. 


Account  of  the  Life  and  extraordinary  Tranfaftions 
of  JOHN  RANN.orherwife  SIXTEEN  STRINGS 
JACK,  who  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  for  a  Robbery 
on  the  Highway. 

JOHN  RANN  was  born  at  a  village  a  few  miles 
from  Bath,  of  boncft  parents  who  were  in  low 
circumftances,  and  incapable  of  giving  him  any- 
kind  of  education.  For  fome  time  he  obtained  a 
livelihood  by  vend  ing  goods,  which  he  drove  round 
the  city  and  adjacent  country  on  an  afai. 

A  lady  of  diftin&ion,  who  happened  to  be  at 
Bath,  rook  Rann  into  her  fervice  when  he  was 
about  twelve  years  of  age ;  and  his  behaviour  was 
fuch,  that  he  became  the  favourite  of  his  miftrefis 
and  fellow-fervants.  * 

At  length  he  came  to  London,  and  got  employ- 
ment as  a  helper  in  the  ftables  at  Brooke's  mews ; 
in  which  ftation  he  bore  a  good  character.  He  then 
became  the  driver  of  a  poft-chaife,  after  which  he 
was  fervant  to  an  officer ;  and  in  both  thefe  ftations 
he  was  well  fpoken  of. 

About  four  years  before  his  execution,  he  was 
coachman  to  a  gentleman  of  fortune  near  Porrman- 
fquare ;  and  it  was  at  this  period  that  he  drefled  in 

the 
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the  manner  which  gave  rife  to  the  appellation 
of  Sixteen-ftrings  Jack,  by  wearing  breeches  with 
eight  firings  at  each  knee. 

After  living  in  the  fervice  of  feveral  noblemen, 
he  loft  his  character,  and  turned  pick-pocket,  in 
company  with  three  fellows,  named  Jones,  Claytort, 
and  Colledge,  the  latter  of  whom  (a  mere  boy) 
obtained  the  name  of  Eight-firings  Jack. 

,At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  April,. 
1774,  Rann,  Clayton,  a  ad  one  Siiepherd,  were 
tried  for  robbing  Mr.  William  Somers  on  the 
highway,  and  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence. 
They  were  again  tried  for  robbing  Mr.  Langford, 
but  acquitted  for  the  fame  reafon. 

For  fome  time  part,  Rann  had  kept  company 
with  a  young  woman  named  Roche,  who,  having 
been  apprenticed  to  a  milliner,  and  being  feduced 
by  an  officer  of  the  guards,  was  reduced  tp  obtain 
bread  by  the  cafual  wages  of  proftitution  ;  and,  at 
length  afTociating  with  highwaymen,  received  fuch 
valuable  effects  as  they  took  on  the  road. 

On  the  goth  of  May,  Rann  was  taken  into  cuf- 
tody,  and  being  brought  to  Bow-ftreet  on  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday,  was  charged  with  robbing  John 
Devall,  Efq;  near  the  nine  -  mile  ftone  on  the 
Hounflow-road,  of  his  watch  and  money.  This 
watch  he  had  given  to  Mifs  Roche,  who  had  deli- 
vered it  to  Catherine  Smith,  who  offered  it  in 
pledge  to  Mr.  Hallam,  a  pawnbroker,  who,  fuf- 
pecting  that  it  was  not  honelliy  obtained,  caufed 
all  the  parties  to  be  taken  into  cuftody. 

Mifs  Roche  >vas  now  charged  xviih  receiving  the 
watch,  knowing  it  to  have  been  ftolen ;  and  Mifs 
$mith  being  fworn,  depofed  that,  on  the  day  Mr. 
Devall  was  robbed,  Roche  told  her  that  "  (he  ex- 
"  peeled  Rann  to  bring  her  fome  money  in  the 
T  2  evening;'' 
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tf  evening;"  that  he  accordingly  came  about  ten 
at  night,  and,  having  retired  fome  time  with  Mifs 
Roche,  fhe,  on  her  return,  owned  that  f  lad  re- 
ceived a  watch  and  rive  guineas  from  hn ..,  which 
he  faid  he  had  tak^n  from  a  gentleman  on  the 
.highway;  that  (he,  Mifs  Smith,  carried  the  watch 
to  pawn  to  Mr.  Hailam,  at  the  regueft  of  Mif§ 
Roche. 

Sir  John  Fielding  afked  Rann  if  he  would  offev 
any  thing  in  his  defence;  on  which  the  latter  faid, 
"  I  know  no  more  of  the  matter  than  you  do,  nor 
'*  half  fo  much  neither."  On  this  occafion  Rann 
was  drt'ffed  in  a  manner  above  his  Rile  of  life  and 
his  circumftances.  He  had  a  bundle  of  flowers  in 
the  bread  of  his  coat,  almoft  as  large  as  a  broom  ; 
and  his  irons  were  tied  up  with  a  number  of  blue 
ribbands. 

For  the  offence  above  mentioned,  Rann  was  tried 
at  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  July ,x  1774, 
and  acquitted. 

Tnvo  or  three  days  after  this  acquittal,  Rann  en- 
gaged to  fup  with  a  girl  at  her  lodgings  in  Bow- 
Jtrcclj  but  not  being  punctual  to  his  appointment, 
the  girl  went  to  bed,  and  Rann,  not  being  able  to 
obtain  admittance  at  the  door,  attempted  to  get 
in  at  the  window  on  the  firft  floor,  and  had  nearly 
accomplifhed  his  purpofe,  when  he  was  taken  into 
cuftqdy  by  the  watchman,' 

For  this  burglarious  attempt  he  was  examinee] 
at  Bow-ftreet  on  the  27th  of  July,  when  the  girl, 
whofe  apartments  he  had  attempted  to  break  open, 
declared  that  he  could  not  have  had  any  felonious 
intention,  as  he  knew  that  he  would  have  been  a 
\ulcorre  gueft,  and  have  been  readily  admitted,  if 
fhe  had  not  fallen  a  flee  p.  On  this  he  was  difmiffecl, 
after  Sir  John  Fielding  had  cautioned  him  to  leave 

his 
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his  dangerous  profeflion,  and  feck  for  fome  more 
honcft  means  of  fupporc. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  Rann  appeared  at 
Bagnigge- wells, *'  drcfled  in  a  fcarlet  coat,  tambour 
f  *vaiitcoat,  white  filk  ftockings,  laced  hat,  &c-  and 
•"  publicly  declared*  himfelfc  to  be  a  highvVayman. 
"  Having  drank  pretty  freely,  he  became  extremely 
"  quarrelfome,  and  fevcral  fcufflles  enftied,  in  one 
"  of  which  he  loft  a  ring  from  his  finger,  and  when 
"  he  difcovered  his  lofs,  he  faid  it  was  but  an 
"  hundred  guineas  gone,  which  one  evening's  ivork 
"  would  replace.  He  became  at  Jength  fo  trou- 
*'  blefome,  that  part  of  the  company  agreed  to  turn 
"  him  out  of  the  houfe;  but  they  met  with  fo  ob- 
•«'  flinate  a  refiftance,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
"  give  up  their  defign,  when  a  number  of  young 
/'  fellows,  polfelTed  of  more  fpirit  than  dilcretion, 
.«'  attacked  this  magnanimous  hero,  and  actually 
5'  forced  him  through  the  window  into'  the  road.*' 
Kann  was  not  much  injured  by  this  fevere  treat- 
ment ;  but  he  complained  bitterly  againft  thofe 
>vho  could  fo  affront  a  gentleman  of  his  character. 

Rann  being  arrefted  for  a  debt  of  ^50,  which  he 
was  unable  to  pay,  was  confined  in  the  Marfhalfea 
prifon,  where  he  was  vifited  by  a  number  of  men 
and  women  of  bad  character,  Ibme  of  whom  paid 
his  debt,  and  procured  his  difcharge. 

At  another  time,  Rann  being  with  two  compa- 
nions at  an  alehoufe  in  Tottenham-courc-road,  two 
Sheriff's  officers  arrefted  Rann,  who,  not  having 
money  to  pay  the  rent,  depofited  his  watch  in  the 
hands  of  the  bailiffs,  and  his  affociates  advanced 
three  guineas,  which  together  made  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  debt;  and  as  a  balance  was  to  be 
returned  to  Rann  when  the  watch  mould  be  re- 
deemed, he  told  the  bailiffs  that,  if  they  would 

lend 
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{end  him  five  fhillings,  he  would  treat  them  with 
a  crown  bowl  of  punch.  This  they  readily  did  ^ 
and,  while  they  were  drinking,  Rann  faid  to  the 
officers,  «  You  have  not  treated  me  like  a  gentle. 
*'  man.  When  Sir  John  Fielding's  people  come 
'*  after  me,  they  ufe  me  genteelly  j  they  only  hold 
"  up  a  finger,  beckon  me,  and  I  follow  them  as 
"•*  quietly  as  a  lamb." 

When  the  bailiffs  were  gone,  Rann  and  his  com- 
panions rode  off;  but  our  hero,  foon  returning, 
flopped  at  the  turnpike,  and  afked  if  he  had  been 
wanted.  "  No"  (faid  the  tollman).  "  Why,-  (re- 
plied the  other)  "  I  am  Sixteen-ftrings-  Jack,  the 
*'  famous  highwayman — : — -have  any  of  Sir  John 
*'  Fielding's  people^  been  this  way  ?" — <«  Yes,  (faid 
the  man}"  fome  of  them  are  but  juft  gone  through.'* 
Rann  replied,  "  If  you  fee  again,  tell  them  I  am 
*'  gone  towards  London;"  and  then  rode  off  with 
the  utmoft  unconcern.. 

Soon  afterwards  Rann  appeared  at  Barnet  races, 
drefied  in  a  moft  elegant  fporting  ftile,  his  waift- 
coat  being  blue  fattin  trimmed  with  filver ;  and  he 
was  followed  by  hundreds  of  people,  who  were  ea- 
ger to  gratify  their  euriofity  by  the  light  of  a  man 
who  had  been  fo  much  the  objecT:  of  public  con- 
\erfation. 

A  very  fhort  time  before  Rann  was  capitally 
convicted,  he  attended  a  public  execution  at  Ty- 
burn, and,  getting  within  the  ring  formed  by  the 
conftables  round  the  gallows,  defired  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  ftand  there,  "  for  (faid  he)  perhaps 
"  it  is  very  proper  that  I  mould  be  a  fpectator  on 
f  this  occafion." 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1774,  .Rann  and 
William  Collier  went  on  the  Uxbndge  road,  with 
»  view  to  commit  robberies  on  the  highway ;  and  on 

the 
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the  Wednefday  following  they  were  examined  at 
the  public  office  in  Bow-ftreet,  when  Dr.  William 
Bell,  chaplain  to  the  princefs  Amelia,  depofed,  that 
between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  Monday  the  2 6th  of  September,  as  he  was  ri- 
ding near  Ea'.ing,  he  obferved  two  men,  rather  of 
a  mean  appearance,  who  rode  paft  him  j  and  that 
he  remarked  they  had  fufpicious  looks ;  yet  neither 
at  that  time,  nor  for  fome  little  time  afterwards, 
had  he  any  idea  of  being  robbed ;  that  foon  after- 
wards one  of  $hem,  which  he  believed  was  Rann, 
crofled  the  h£ad  of  his  horfe,  and,  demanding  'his 
money,  faid,  "  Give  it  me,  and  take  no  notice,  or 
"  I'll  blow  your  brains  out."  On  this  the  doftor 
gave  him  one  milling  and  fix-pence,  which  was  all 
the  filver  he  had,  and  like  wife  a  common  watch  int 
a  tortoife-mell  cafe. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  rob- 
bery was  committed,  Eleanor  Roche  (who  was  kept 
by  Rann)  and  her  maid-fervant  carried  a  watch 
to  pledge  with  Mr.  Cordy,  pawnbroker  in  Oxford- 
road,  who,  fufpedling  that  it  had  not  been  honeftly 
acquired,  flopped  it,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Grignion, 
watchmaker  in  RufTel-ftreet,  Covent  Garden,  who 
had  made  the  watch  for  Dr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Clarke  fwore,  that,  op  going  to  Mifs  Roche's 
lodgings  on  the  Monday  night,  he  found  two  pair 
of  boots  wet  and  dirty,  which  had  evidently  been 
worn  that  day;  and  Mr.  Haliburton  fwore  that  he 
waited  at  Mifs  Roche's  lodgings  till  Rann  and  Col- 
lier came  thither ;  in  confequence  of  which  they 
were  taken  into  cuflody. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  John  Rann,  William 

Collier,  Eleanor  Roche,    and    Chriftian  Stewart, 

.(fervant  to  Roche)   were  brought  to  Bow-ftreet; 

when  Dr.  Bell  depofed  in  fubftance  as  he  had  done 

the 
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the  preceding  week :  and  William  Hills  (fervanr 
to  the  princefs  Amelia)  fwore  that  he  faw  Rann 
(whom  he  well  knew)  afcend  the  hill  at  Acton  about 
twenty  minutes  before  the  robbery  was  committed ; 
a  circumftance  which  perfectly  agreed  with  Dr. 
Bell's  account  of  the  time  that  he  was  robbed. 

Hereupon  John  Rann  and  William  Collier  were 
committed  to  Newgate,  to  take  their  trials  for  the 
highway  robbery;  Mifs  Roche  was  fent  to  Clerk- 
cnwell  bridewell,  and  Chriftian  Stewart  (her  fer- 
vant)  to  Toihill-fields  bridewell,  t^  be  tried  as 
accdTaries  after  the  fa€h 

The  evidence  given  on  this  trial  was,  in  fubftance, 
the  fame  as  that  which  had  been  given  at  Bow- 
ftreet ;  but  fome  favourable  circumifances  appear- 
ing in  behalf  of  Collier,  he  was  recommended  to 
mercy,  and  afterwards  refpited  during  the  king's 
pleafure.  Mifs  Roche  was  fentenced  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  fourteen  years  :  her  fervant  was  acquit- 
Xed  ;  and  Rann  was  left  for  execution. 

When  Rann  was  brought  down  to  take  his  trial, 
he  was  drefled  in  a  n$\v  fuit  of  pea- green  cloth  ;  his 
hat  was  bound  round  with  (liver  firings;  he  wore 
a  ruffled  ihirt,  and  his  behaviour  evidenced  the  ut- 
moft  unconcern. 

Rann  was  fo  confident  of  being  acquitted,  that 
he  had  ordered  a  genteel  fupper  to  be  provided 
for  the  entertainment  of  his  particular  friends  and 
afiociates  on  the  joyful  acquittal:  but  their  intended 
mirth  was  turned  into  mourning  ;  and  themadnefs 
of  guilty  joy,  to  the  fullen  melancholy  of  equally 
guilty  grief. 

When  Rann  received  his  fentence,  he  attempted 
o  force  a  fmile,  b^it  it  was  evident  that  his  mind 
was  racked  with  pains  that  no  language  can  exprefs. 

After 
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After  convi&ion  the  behaviour  of  this  malefactor 
was,  for  iome  time,  very  improper  for  one  in  his 
unhappy  circumttances.  On  Sunday  the  23^  of 
October,  he  had  feven  girls  to  dine  with  him. 
The  company  were  remarkably  chearful ;  nor  was 
Rann  lefs  joyous  than  his  companions. 

His  conduct  was  expreffive  of  great  unconcern, 
till  the  time  that  the  warrant  lor  his  execution 
arrived ;  after  which  he  begarf  to  be  fomev^hac 
ferious  in  his  preparation  for  a  future  Hate. 

On  the  morning  of  execution  he  received  the 
facrament  in  the  chapel  of  the  prifon,  and  at  the 
fatal  tree  behaved  with  great  decency  ;  but  did  not 
appear  fo  much  affecled  by  his  approaching  fate 
as  forne  printed  acc6unts  have  represented  him. 
When  he  came  near  the  fatal  tree,  he  turne^ 
round  and  looked  at  it  as  an  object  which  he  had 
long  expected  to  fee  ;  but  not  as  on  one  that  he 
dreaded,  as  might  reafonably  have  been  expected. 

After  the  cuftomary  devotions  he  was  turned 
off,  and,  having  hung  the  ufual  time,  his  body  was 
delivered  to  his  friends  for  interment. 

John  Rann  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  goth 
of  November,  1774. 

Rann's  general  character  was  that  of  a  bold, 
ignorant  fellow.  He  was  fond  of  boatting  of  his 
exploits  in  all  companies,  without  regard  to  his 
perlonal  fafety.  He  was  exceedingly  apt  to  be 
quairclfome  when  in  liquor,  and  fond  of  fighting 
with  almoft  any  man  he  migfit  meet  in  the  itreet. 

Mifc  Roche  was  a  girl,  who,  having  been  eaily 
Teduced  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  had  lived  with 
different  men  in  very  various  ranks  oHife,  tillllie 
at  length  came  into  the  knowledge  of  Rann. 

From  the  fa£e  of  this  unhappy  youth,  let  others 
fee  taught  never  to  embark  in  an  illicit  connexion 
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with  women  of  ill  fame.  It  is  the  ready  and  cer- 
tain path  to  definition,  from  which  nothing  can 
fo  effectually  guard  young  men  as  a  fteady  adhe- 
rence to  the  rules  of  virtue  and  religion*. 


Account  of  the  Trial,  Conviction,  and  Execution, 
of  AMOS  MERRITT,  who  was  hanged  at  7)- 
lurn,  for  breaking  into  and  robbing  the  Houfc 
of  Mr.  Ellicott. 

V 

AT  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  the 
month  of  December,  1774,  Amds  Merritt 
was  indicted  for  breaking  and  entering  the  dwell- 
ing houfe  of  Edward  Ellicott,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2  6th  of  October,  and  robbing  it  of  plate, 
a  gold  watch,  and  other  valuable  articles  to  a  large 
amount. 

Mr.  Ellicott  depofed  that  he  lived  in  Hornfty- 
Jane,  near  Highgate;  that  he  was  awakened  by  his 
wife,  who  enquired  what  noife  was  in  the  houfe, 

which 


*  Rann's  attachment  to  women  of  ill  fame  was  by  no  means 
extraordinary  for  a  man  in  his  fituation.  The  debauched  mind 
has  no  idea  of  the  pufity  of  real  love;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  we  have  fo  few  books  in  our  language  calculated  to  infpire 
and  di reel  this  laudable  paffion.  There  is,  however,  one  little 
pamphlet,  called  "  The  LOVER'S  NEW  GUIDE,"  which  exceeds 
any  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  been  written  in  the.Engliflj, 
or  any  other  language.  It  contains  very  interefting  letters  on 
the  fubjefts  of  love,  courtmip,  and  marriage ;  with  dialogues, 
cards  or  compliment,  and  poems  on  the  fame  important  fubjefts; 
and,  in  faft,  a  variety  of  that  kind  of  writing  which  is  calculated 
to  teach  the  paffions  to  move  at  the  command  of  virtue.  Young 
perfons  cannot  purchafe,  or  parents  prefent,  a  more  admirable 
production  as  a  guide  in  the  moil  important  concerns  of  huirum 
life. 
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which  he  thought  proceeded  from  the  fervants 
moving  the  tables  in  the  paflage ;  but  this  Mrs. 
Ellicott  thought  could  not  be,  from  the  hour  of  the 
night;  and  ringing  the  bell,  both  of  them  jumped 
out  of  bed ;  when  the  firft  words  heard  were, 
"  Come  up  dire&ly ;"  and  then  fomebody  faid, 
"  D —  your  bloods  !  we  will  murder  every  foul 
"  in  the  hoafe."  Mrs.  Ellicott  faid,  "  Lord  blefs 
"  me,  the  door  is  open ;"  and  running  to  the 
door,  puttied  it  clofe.  Mr.  Ellicott  gave  immediate 
afliftance  ;  and  a  perfon  who  was  without,  who 
he  believed  from  his  voice  was  the  prifoner,  faid, 
"  D —  you,  if  you  do  not  open  the  door,  I  will 
"  murder  every  one  of  you/' 

The  reft  of  the  evidence  was  to  the  following 
cffeft. — The  villains  attempted  to  force  open  the 
door,  putting  a  hanger  with  a  fcabbard  between 
that  and  the  poft  ;  but  Mr.  Ellicott,  who  is  a  pow- 
erful man,  kept  them  out  by  mere  flrength,  and 
having  fattened  the  door  with  a  drop-bolt,  which 
went  into  the  flooring,  he  ran  to  the  window, 
and  called  out  "  Thieves!"  In  the  mean  time 
Mrs.  Ellicott,  by  perpetual  ringing  of  the  bell, 
had  alarmed  the  fervants,  who  ran  into  the  ftreet 
after  the  thieves,  who  had  by  this  time  got  off 
with  the  property. 

Notice  being  given  at  Sir  John  Fielding's,  Mer- 
ritt  and  his  accomplices  were  taken  into  cuftody 
on  fufpicion,  and,  after  an  examination  at  Bow- 
ftreet,  were  committed  to  Newgate. 

At  the  trial,  the  evidence  was  deemed  fo  fatis- 
fa&ory,  that  the  jury  did  not  hefitate  to  find  Mer* 
ritt  guilty  ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  received 
fentence  of  death. 

There  is  nothing  fo  extraordinary  in  the  cafe 

«F  the  burglary  committed  by  Amos  Merritt  as  to 

U  2  hav« 
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have  induced  us  to  infert  it  in  this  colle&Lon,  but 
o.n  account  of  feme  fingular  cTrcumftances  in  the 
conduct  of  the  culprit,  which  we  now  proceed  to 
recite. 

On  the  ipth  of  Auguft,  »754>  three  convifh, 
one  named  Madan,  were  canned  ta  Tyburn,  to  be 
executed  purfuant  to  their  fcntence;  when  Amos 
Merritt  addrelfed  himfelf  to  the  under-fheriff,  de- 
claring that  Madan  was  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  about  to  fuffer;  for  that  he  bimfelf 
\vas  the  guilty  perfon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  the  under- 
fherift,  defired  that  lie  would  look  at  the  prifoner, 
and  declare  the  fame  in  an  audible  voice.  He  then 
infilled  that  the  man  was  innocent,  but  declined 
acknowledging  his  own  guilt. 

Hereupon  Menitt  was  taken  into  cuftody,  and 
Mr.  Reynolds  was  difpatched  by  the  (heriffs  to  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  where  he  obtained 
y  refpite  for  Madan.  pn  his'return  the  execution 
of  t^r-  ether  convicts  took  pl\e  ;  and  Madan  was 
re-coi^clu elect  to  Newgate,  arr.idfr.  the  applaufe  of 
faircundir.g  multitudes.  Immediately  after  this 
fcranfadiion,  Merritt  acknowledged  before  jufiice 
Addington,  at  Bow-ftreer,  that  he  was  the  perfon 
who  committed  tie  robbery  fox  w high  Madan  had 
been  convicted. 

On  the  2d  »f  November,  1774,  John  Miller, 
vho,  with  Arnos  Merritt,  and  John  Cafs,  had  been 
apprehended  for  bi caking  open  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Ellicott,  made  a  full  confeffion  of  that  atrocious 
attempt,  and  declared  :hat  Amos  Merritt,  hirnfelf, 
;md  tlirtc  others  rot  then  taken,  were  the  guilty 
perfons,  i>.:d  that  Cafs  was  innocent.  On  this,  two 
of  the  villains  were  apprehended  in  Whitechapel; 
but  as  they  were  on  the  way  towards  prifon  they 
Were  refcued,  'the-  cocfta|iles  terribly  wounded, 

and 
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and  the  prifoners  carried  off  in  triumph  by  their 
affbciates. 

On  the  icth  of  January,  1775,  Amos  Merritt 
was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  for  the  offence  above- 
mentioned. 

M  rritt  had  been  an  old,  and  was  a  very  har- 
dened offender.  We  do  not  hear  of  any  thingpar- 
ticul<w  in  his  behaviour  after  convixftion  ;  and,  as 
he  had  lived  a  life  of  guilt,  he  died  unlamented  : 
and,  indeed,  the  confiderate  part  of  mankind 
feemed  thankful  that  a  period  was  put  to  the  life 
of  a  man  whole  conduct  had  long  been  nothing 
lefs  than  a  continued  breach  of  the  peace. 

From  the  example  of  Merritt,  let  youth  be 
taught  that  thofe  who  praftTfe  the  ways  of  vice 
have  no  chance  of  efcaping  the  ftroke  of  juftice. 
-It  will  certainly  overtake  them  at  an  earlier  or 
later  period,  and  an  ignominious  death  mud  be 
the  forfeit  to  the  violated  laws  of  their  country. 


Particular  Account  of  JOHN  BOLTON,  who 
was  tried  and  condemned  for  Murder,  but  laid 
violent  Hands  on  himfdf  before  the  Sentence 
of  the  Law  could  take  Place,  -  - 

THIS  unhar»py  man  was  reputably  defcended, 
and  wel'  educa'ed.  He  ferved  for  fome  time 
in  the  army  during  the  late  war,  and  was  diftm- 
guiflhed  by  his  g-.ltant  behaviour;  but  was  dif- 
m  fled  fr6m  the  military  line  of  life  in  confequence 
of  thp  peace  of  1763. 

While  he  was  in  the  army,  and  on  a  recruiting 
pa:ty  in  Yorkfhiie.  he  became  acquainted  with  a 
young  lady,  who  poffefTmg  a  moderate  dlate  in 

her 
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her  own  right,  he  married  her  after  he  quitted  the 
fervice,  and  turned  farmer. 

By  this  marriage  he  had  fix  children,  fome  of 
whom  were  living  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
this  ftation  4ie  continued  happily  for  about  ten 
years,  when  the  event  took  place  which  ended  in 
his-deftru£tion. 

Near  Mr.  Bolton's  place  of  refidence  was  the 
village  of  Ackworth,  in  which  was  a  houfe  where 
the  poor  of  feveral  parifhes  were  maintained  by 
contraft.  From  this  houfe,  in  the  year  1768,  he 
took  as  apprentices  a  boy  named  Emanuel  Bowes, 
and  a  girl  of  ten  years  old,  called  Elizabeth  Rain- 
bow. The  girl  grew  up,  in  his  fervice,  and  was 
remarkable  for  her  beauty;  a  circumftance  very 
unfortunate  for  herfelf,  as  it  induced  Mr.  Bolton 
to  feduce  her,  the  confequence  of  which  was  that 
a  pregnancy  enfued. 

When  Bolton  was  allured  that  the  girl  was  with 
child,  he  went  to  York  and  purchafed  a  medicine, 
in  order  to  procure  an  abortion  ;  which  medicine 
being  adminiftered  to  the  young  woman,  (he  was 
thrown  into  violent  convulfions;  but  the  flrength 
of  her  con  flitutioneffecl  ually  combating  thepotion, 
fhe  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  having  received  the  leaft  injury. 

Bolton,  alarmed  left  his  intercourfe  with  the 
girl  mould  be  known  to  his  wife  and  family, 
formed  the  (hocking  refolution  of  murdering  her 
who  had  fallen  a  viclim  to  his  fedu6live  artifices : 
but  no  opportunity  offered  of  perpetrating  the 
horrid  deed  till  Sunday  the  2ift  of  Auguft,  1774. 

On  this  day  Mrs.  Bolton  took  one  of  her  chil- 
dren on  a  vifit  to  a  lady  who  lived  at  two  miles 
diftance;  and  there  being  no  perfons  in  the  houfe 
but  Enamel  Bowes,  the  young  girl  who  had  been 

feduced, 
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feduced,  and  a  child  of  fix  years  old,  who  was  fick 
in  bed,  Bolton  confidered  this  as  the  proper  time 
for  perpetrating  the  crime  on  which  !;•?  had  pre- 
vioufly  refolved.  He  therefore  fent  the  boy  to 
fetch  a  cow-doftor,  to  look  at  a  beaft  that  was 
prefumed  to  be  difordered.  The  boy  returning 
in  about  two  hours,  and  finding  the  door  f  tft,  went 
to  an  adjoining  field,  and  put  a  horfe  to  grafs ; 
after  which  he  knocked  at  the.  door,  and  his  maf- 
ter  letting  him  in,  told  him  that  "  Elizabeth  Rain- 
"  bow  had  run  away,  and  left  molt  of  her  cloaths 
"  behind  her." 

The  boy  was  furprifed  at  this  intelligence,  and 
fome  near  neighbours  faid  that  the  girl  had  not 
left  the  houfe  that  day ;  and  a  woman,  who  had 
been  to  the  houfe  to  pay  for  milk,  declared  that 
{he  had  given  the  money  to  Rainbow,  on  account 
of  the  abfence  of  her  miftrefs. 

Mrs.  Bolton,  returning  at  feven  at  night,  ob- 
ferved  that  her  hulband  appeared  to  be  very  un- 
cafy,  and  enquired  into  the  caufe  of  it ;  to  which 
he  only  anfwered,.  that  the  girl  had  gone  away, 
and  left  her  cloaths  on  a  table  in  the  dining  room. 
Whether  Mrs.  Bolton  was,  or  was  not,  fulpicious 
of  her  hulband's  criminal  connexion  with  Rain- 
bow, is  a  matter  of  doubt;  but  it  teems  probable 
that  me  was,  as  a  violent  quarrel  enfued  on  this 
occafion. 

About  ten  days  after  this  affair  happened,  tke 
neighbours  being  fufpicious  that  murder  had  been, 
committed,  one  of  them,  who  was  a  conftable, 
went  to  a  magillrate,  who  granted  a  warrant  for 
the  appiehenfion  of  Bolton.  The  latter,  having 
heard  that  a  warrant  was  ilfued,  went  to  the  juf- 
tice,  and  told  him,  that  the  report  intended  to  pre- 
judice him  was  circulated  with  a  malicious  view  to 

injure 
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injure  his  chara&er.  On  this  the  juftice  told 
Bolton  to  attend  him  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
conftable  would  be  prefent  ;  inftea.d  of  which 
Bolton  went  home,  and,  packing  up  fome  plate, 
fet  off  for  York,  whither  he  was  followed  by  the 
conftable,  who  apprehended  him,  and  carrying 
him  before  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  he  was  lodged 
in  prifon. 

On  the  trial, 'which 'came  on  at  the  enfir'ng 
afllzes,  the  following  circumflances  were  difco- 
vered ;  viz.  that  when  Bolton  had  fent  the  boy  for 
the  cow-do£lor,  he  took  the  girl  into  the  cellar, 
and  ftrangled  her  with  a  cord  which  he  drew  round 
her  neck,  placing  a  fife  within  the  cord.fo  as  to 
twift  it  to  a  proper  tightnefs. 

On  the  Monday  after  this  affair,  he  direct&l 
Emanuei  Bowes  to  wheel  feveral  barrows  filled 
with  rubbifh  into  the  cellar,  as  it  had  been  over- 
flowed with  water,  which  furnifhed  him  with  a 
\-ery  plaufible  pretence  for  the  concealment  of  his 
guilt,  which  he  prefurned  would  now  remain  un- 
difco  vered. 

At  length  the  body  of  the  deceafed  was  found 
under  the  rubbifti  in  the  cellar;  and  the  coroner's 
inqueft,  being  fummoned  on  {he  occafion,  gave  a 
verdift  of  Wilful  Murder  :  on  which  Mr.  Bolton 
was  committed  to  the  caflle  of  York., 

The  evidence  on  his.trial  uas  deemed  fo  con- 
t  •  ifivcj  that  the  jury  did  not  hefitate  to  find  him 
guilty  ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  received  fen- 
tence  of  death.  During  his  trial,  he  behaved  with 
uncommon  effrontery  ;  and  when  the  judge  had 
pafled  fentence  on  him,  he  turned  to  the  court 
and  declared  his  innocence. 

On  the  following  day  a  clergyman  went  to  him, 
with  a  charitable  view  to  prepare  his  mind  to  en- 
able 


JANE  BUTTERFIELD— for  Murder.     153 

able  him  to  fupport  himfelf  with  decency  in  the 
arduous  trial  he  had  to  undergo,  and  to  prepare  for 
the  awful  event  that  was  fo  foon  to  await  him. 

Still,  however,  heperfifted  that  he  was  innocent 
of  the  alledged  crime  ;  and  when  the  officers  of 
juftice  went  the  next  morning  to  convey  him  to 
the  place  of  execution,  they  found  that,  by  hang- 
ing himfetf,  he  had  put  a  period  to  his  own  ex- 
iftence. 

This  event  of  felf-murder  happened  in  the  cattle 
of  York  on  the  29th  of  March,  1775. 

There  is  no  language  in  which  to  exprefs  oar 
proper  fenfe  of  the  crimes  of  this  unhappy  man. 
He  was  firft  guilty  of  feducing  a  young  woman, 
from  the  path  of  virtue  ;  he  then  murdered  her  in 
the  fear  of  detection  ;  and  at  length  laid  violent 
bands  on  himfelf.  Such  a  complication  of  guiit 
tnuft  make  the  heart  fhudder ;  and,  we  truft,  it  can- 
not be  neceflary  to  write  a  (ingle  word  to  deter  our 
readers  from  the  commiffion  of  any  of  thefc  offencei. 


Account  of  Mifs  JAN£  BUTTERFIELD,  who 
was  tried  for  the  wilful  Murder  of  WILLIAM 
SCAWEN,  Efq.  and  acquitted. 

IN  purfuance  of  our  promife  to  the  public  of 
inlerting  trials  in  extraordinary  cafes  in  confe* 
quence  of  which  the  parties  had  been  acquitted, 
we  give  the  following,  which  is  very  remarkable, 
as  the  prefumption  of  guilt  is  the  lead  that  could 
poflibly  be  imagined. 

At  the  aflizes  at  Croydon  for  the  county  of  Sar- 

ry,  on  the  igth  of  Auguft,  1775,  Jane  Butterficld 

VOL.  V.  No.  45.  X  wai 


154      NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

was   indi&ed  for  the  wilful  murder  of  William 
Sea  wen,  Efq. 

The  ftiort  ftory  of  this  unhappy  affair  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Mifs  Butter  field  was,  at  fourteen  years  of 
age,  feduced  from  her  father  by  a  woman  employed 
by  Mr.  Scawen,  who  too  foon  brought  the  young 
lady  to  a  compliance  with  his  wifhes.  The  (educ- 
tion was  followed  by  very  difagreeable  confe- 
quences :  the  father  reprobated  his  daughter;  and 
his  death  was  haftened,as  (he  herfelf  acknowledged, 
by  the  grief  he  felt  for  her  unhappy  depanture 
from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Scawen  did  not  appear  lefs  affected  than 
herfelf  at  this  deplorable  event :  he  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  calm  the  mind  of  the  young 
lady;  promifed  to  fupply  to  her  the  place  of  her 
late  parent,  and  faithfully  difcharged  that  duty,  by 
taking  the  utmoil  care  of  her  education,  and  ftudy- 
ing  to  oblige  her  in  every  poflible  in  (lance.  He 
even,  as  (he  fays,  "  faithfully  fupplied  a  parent's 
"  duty  ;  he  Was  by  nature  generous,  and  that  ge- 
"  nerofity,  with  regard  to  herfelf,  was  unbounded." 

Impelled  by  notions  of  gratitude,  Mifs  Butterfield 
prefumed  that  fhe  could  not  be  thought  to  have 
a&ed  ungratefully  by  her  benefactor.  Her  at- 
tachment to  the  deceafed  was  faithful,  and  her  care 
of  him  unremitted  :  fhe  adminiftered  to  his  wants 
and  infirmities,  and  in  all  refpecls  fulfilled  the  ten- 
der offices  of  a  wife,  as  much  as  if  (he  had  owed 
them  to  him  under  that  facred  tie;  and  (lie  was  fo 
diligent  in  her  attendance,  that  her  life  was  repeat- 
edly endangered  from  exceffive  fatigue. 

Mr.  Scawen  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  a  debi- 
litated habit,  and  for  the  laft  fix  years  could  not 
arife  or  fit  down  without  affiftance  ;  and  fuch  was 
the  vitiated  ftate  «f  his  body,  "  that  he  was 

«  obliged 
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"  obliged  to  have  the  afliftance  cf  Mr.  Caefar  Haw- 
41  kins,  the  furgeon,  who  applied  caufticks  to  his 
*'  head,  which  was  fwelled  to  a  degree  almoft  in- 
«» credible." 

At  this  time  Mr.  Scawen  repofed  fuch  confidence 
in  Mifs  Butterfield,  that  he  would  not  permit  any 
perfon  but  herfelf  to  apply  the  proper  dreffings. 
So  violent  was  his  difoidcr,  that  he  remained  blind 
near  two  years,  but  at  length  recovered  his  fight ; 
and  his  other  infirmities  were  greatly  relieved: 
yet  his  habit  of  body  became  weaker,  and  thofe 
who  vifited  him  forefaw  that  he  could  not  exift  for 
any  confiderabje  time. 

Mr.  Scawen  had  confulted  regular  phyficians  till 
he  was  tired  out  of  the  hope  of  that  relief  which 
could  not  be  obtained.  He  then  had  recourfe 
to  quackery,  and  had  a  perfeft  laboratory  in  his 
houfe,  filled  with  a  variety  of  medicines,  to  which 
he  had  frequent  recourfe  for  the  relief  of  his  real 
or  imaginary  complaints.  His  clofet  was  flocked 
with  Ward's  and  Maredant's  Drops,  and  other 
medicines  advertifed  for  the  cure  of  all  com- 
plaints. 

Mifs  Butterfield  conftantly  advifed  Mr.  Scawen 
againfl  quackery,  nor  ever adminiilered  anything 
to  him  that  me  conceived  prejudicial  to  his  health, 
qr  that  he  was  difinclined  to  take. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  the  ftrength  of  the 
evidence  againfl  Mifs  Butterfield  refted  with  Mr. 
Edmund  Sanxay,  a  furgeon,  who  depofed,  that  he 
had  been  acquainted  with  the  deceafed  about  fifty 
years  ;  that  he  put  himfelf  under  his  care  ;  that  he 
was  much  emaciated  ;  that  he  faid  he  was  but  juft 
recovered  from  a  falivatien  which  he  had  been 
thrown  into  by  taking  quack  medicines  for  the 
rheumatifm ;  that  Mr.  Sanxay  recommended  a  re- 
X  2 
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gimen,  which  was  obferved  for  two  days  only ; 
when  Mr.  Scawen  came  to  him,  and  told  him  that 
in  a  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla,  which  had  been 
given  him;  he  found  a  brajfy  tafte,  and  that  it  made 
nim  very  fick;  that  he  had  been  frequently  feverifh 
and  fick  at  ftomach ;  that  his  mouth  began  to  be 
fore,  and  that  he  apprehended  he  was  going  into 
another  falivation. 

After  this  Mr.  Scswen  was  removed  to  Mr. 
Sanxay's  houfe  on  the  2Oth  of  June,  1775,  and  died 
there  on  the  8th  of  July  following.  Mr  Sanxay 
declared  his  opinion,  that  Mr.  Scawen  did  not  die 
a  natural  death ;  but  that  a  falivation  produced  by 
mercury  was  the  caufe  of  this  event. 

On  the  contrary,  feveral  furgeons,  and  other 
perfons  of  refpeclable  character,  gave  fuch  evi- 
dence as  would  induce  a  candid  mind  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Scawen  did  not  die  by  poifon,  but  in 
confequence  of  his  debilitated  habit  of  body,  and 
his  prepofterous  attachment  to  quack  medicines, 
iti  fearch  of  that  relief  which  was  not  to  be  reafon- 
ably  expected  from  them. 

The  confequence  was,  that  the  jury,  after  re- 
tiring about  ten  minutes,  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
"  Not  guilty  ;"  and  Mifs  Buttevfield  immediately 
fet  out  for  London,  in  a  pofl-chaife  that  had  been 
previoufly  provided. 

We  have  been  the  Ihorter  in  our  narrative  of 
this  affair,  becaufe  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
juft  ground  of  fufpicion  of  the  alledged  crime. 
What  were  the  motives  of  this  profecution  it  would 
not  be  decent  in  us  to  fay.  Jt  has  been  intimated 
that  Mr.  Scawen  had  made  a  will  greatly  in  favour 
of  Mifs  Butterfield,  and  that  this  urged  the  fui$ 
againft  her.— Be  this  as  it  may,  the  generous  public 

will 
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will  congratulate  her,  as  her  frieixls  did,  on  her 
honourable  acquittal! 

The  fatal  confequences  of  feduftion  will  appear 
evident  on  the  confideiation  of  this  cafe.  Mifa 
Butterficld's  father  loft  his  life  in  confequence  of 
his  daughter's  being  drawn  aiide  from  the  paths  of 
virtue.  Let  this  furnifh  a  leflbn  of  caution  to  men, 
never  to  be  guilty  of  a  ciime  with  refpeft  to  the 
other  fex,  for  which  all  their  future  tendernefs  can 
make  no  adequate  compenfation. 


Particulars  relating  to  REGINALD  TUCKER, 
who  was  executed  for  the  Murder  of  his  Wife. 

PHIS  offender  was  a  native  of  Hervifh,  near 
-*•  Langport,  in  Someifetfhire.  While  he  was 
in  a  ftate  of  infancy  his  father  died,  and  he  was 
maintained  by  his  mother  till  he  was  about  four- 
teen years  old,  when  fhe  apprenticed  him  to  a 
bellows-maker  in  the  city  of  Wells.  He  was  of  a 
morofe  and  quarrelfome  temper;  but  he  proved  an 
induftriousfervant,  and  continued  with  his  matter 
about  five  years,  when  he  enlifted  as  a  foot-foldier. 
Being  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Culloden,  he  was 
pronounced  incapable  of  further  fervice,  and  dif- 
charged;  foon  after  which  he  was  admitted  an 
out  penfioner  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 

He  went  to  Ansford  in  Somerfetfhire,  and  for 
fome  time  refided  with  his  mother,  who  kept 
an  inn  in  that  town,  and  occaGonally  worked  at 
his  bufinefs;  but  he  was  univerfally  detefted,  on 
account  of  his  violent,  difobliging,  and  oppreflive 

difpofition, 
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difpolition,  which  involved  him  in  feveral  law- 
fuits. 

He  married  in  the  year  1750,  and  the  money 
he  received  with  his  wife  enabled  him  to  open  a 
fhop  in  the  Strand,  where  his  ingenuity  in  his  bu- 
fineis  procured  him  great  fuccefs;  and  he  obtained 
the  premium  offered  by  the  fociety  for  the  encou- 
ragement ef  arts,  for  inventing  a  ventilator  on  a 
new  construction.  A  ftiort  time  after  he  had  re- 
ceived the  premium,  all  his  effects  were  deftroyed 
by  fire ;  but  the  money  he  received  from  the  in- 
furance  office  was  fuppofed  to  be  greater  than  the 
value  of  his  goods.  A  rich  jew  lodged  in  Tucker's 
houfe,  and  at  the  time  of  the  fire  he  loft  a  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money,  which  Tucker  was  flrongly 
fufpe&ed  of  having  fecreted  ;  and  the  fufpicion 
was  greatly  Strengthened  when  it  was  difcovered 
that,  fhortly  after  the  accident,  he  went  to  Ansford, 
and  purchafed  an  eftate  that  produced  thirty  pounds 
P«r  annnm. 

At  Ansford  he  commenced  farmer,  but  that 
employment  not  proving  fo  advantageous  as  he 
expected,  he  lett  the  farm  at  a  high  rent,  and 
moved  to  a  fmall  houfe  adjacent.  Tucker  had  a 
fon  and  a  daughter,  of  whom  he  was  exceedingly 
fond,  but  he  treated  his  wife  with  mocking  bar- 
barity; and,  to  avoid  the  effefts  of  his  brutal  fury, 
flie  was  often  under  the  necefilty  of  feeking  refuge 
among  her  neighbours. 

His  fon  being  deceafed,  Tucker's  family  in  the 
year  1775  confided  only  of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and 
daughter.  On  the  8th  of  June,  the  young  woman 
went  to  vifit  a  perfon  at  about  a  mile  dirtant  from 
Ansford ;  and,  prefently  after  her  departure,  her 
father  defired  to  have  fome  pork  roafted  for  dinner, 
and  that,  as  he  and  his  wife  had  appointed  to  fpend 
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the  afternoon  at  the  houfe  of  a  neighbouring  far- 
mer, it  might  be  ready  before  twelve  o'clock. 

He  employed  himfelf  in  the  garden  till  near 
twelve  o'clock,  and  then  his  wife  called  him  to 
dinner.  He  complained  that  the  pork  was  not 
good,  overturned  the  table,  and  beat  his  wife  in 
a  cruel  manner.  The  unhappy  woman  made  fbme 
refiftance;  on  which  Tucker  took  up  a  large  ham- 
mer, and  (truck  her  with  it  two  or  three  times  on 
the  back  part  of  her  head,  which  fra&ured  her 
(kull,  and  occafioned  fome  blood  to  fpring  up  a- 
gainft  the  cieling.  He  then  hid  the  fatal  inftrument 
with  which  he  had  perpetrated  the  horrid  crime  in 
the  grate,  and  having  changed  his  cloaths,  went 
to  the  farmer's  houfe  where  he  had  engaged  to 
fpend  the  afternoon.  The  perturbation  of  his 
mind  was  obferved  with  concern  and  furprize  by 
thewholefamily;  but  they  entertained  not  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  the  melancholy  caufe  from  whence  it 
arofe. 

He  returned  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
and,  after  having  feveral  times  knocked  at  the  door, 
requefted  the  afliftance  of  fome  of  his  neighbours, 
in  breaking  epen  one  of  the  windows,  pretending 
at  the  fame  time  great  furprize  that  he  could  not 
procure  admittance.  When  the  houfe  was  en- 
tered, the  fight  of  the  deceafed  created  much  con- 
(ternation ;  and  the  hufband  appeared  to  be  not 
lefs  concerned  and  aftoniftied  than  the  reft. 

The  above-mentioned  melancholy  circumftance 
being  eommunicated  to  the  coroner,  a  jury  was 
fummoned  to  meet  on  the  following  day,  when 
they  brought  in  a  verdia  of  "  Wilful  Murder, 
«'  againfl  perfons  unknown."  In  the  evening  feveral 
perfons  waited  upon  the  coroner,  and  mentioned 
many  reafons  for  believing  Tucker  to  have  com- 
*  mitted 
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mitted  themuider:  in  confequence  of  which  his 
houfe  was  fearched  the  next  day,  and  the  cloaths 
he  wore  at  the  time  of  perpetrating  the  horrid  fa£t 
being  found,  it  appeared  that  endeavours  had  been 
ufed  to  wafli  out  the  blood,  the  ftains  of  which 
were  ftill  clearly  difcernible.  He  was  taken  into 
cuftody  on  fufpicion  of  the  murder,  and  committed 
to  gaol  in  preparation  for  his  trial  at  the  enfuing 
aflizes  at  Wells. 

Tucker  fuborned  witnefles  to  appear  in  his 
behalf,  and  two  of  them  were  guilty  of  perjury  on 
his  trial;  and  he  had  reoourfe  toother  ftratagems, 
with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  punifhment  that  was 
due  to  his  enormous  crime  ;  but  the  evidence 
againft  him,  though  of  a  circumftantial  nature,  was 
fo  ftrong  that  the  jury  were  fully  convinced  of  his 
-guilt,  and  he  was  therefore  fentenced  to  fuffer 
deatn. 

Tucker  heard  his  fentence  pronounced  with  great 
compofure  ;  and  being  conveyed  back  to  prifon, 
through  the  interefl  of  his  friends,  he  was  fre- 
quently vi filed  by  two  clergymen,  and  he  prepared 
for  the  drendful  fate  that  awaited  him  in  a  manner 
that  feemed  to  prove  him  perfectly  reGgned  and 
penitent. 

Reginald  Tucker  was    executed    at  WelJs    in 

o 

Somerfetfhire,  on  the  2£th  of  Auguft,.  1775. 

The  cafe  of  this  unhappy  man  affords  a  (triking 
inftanceof  the  dangerous  effects  of  indulging  vio- 
lent pailions.  The  difagreement  preceding  the 
murder  arofe  from  a  circumftance  of  a  very  trifling 
nature.  Whether  the  meat  was  really  bad,  or 
whether  he  only  imagined  it  to  be  fo,  is  of  little 
confequence;  in  either  cafe  there  was  nocaufe  for 
Tucker's  difpleafure  againft  his  wife.  When  we 
iuffer  our  palUons  to  gain  the  afcendeocy  over  rea- 

fon, 
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fon,  we  know  not  to  what  fatal  extremes  we  may 
be  hurried  ;  and  when  we  perceive  the  conduct 
of  others  to  be  really  deferving  cenfure,  we  mould 
by  mild  remonftrance  endeavour.to  prevent  future 
errors  of  a  fimilar  nature,  conftan-tly  remembering 
fhat  the  moft  unexceptionable  characters  cannot, 
in  fome  inftances,  bear  the  teft  of  ftricl:  enquiry,., 
fince  "  perfection  is  not  the  attribute  of  man/1 


An  Account  of  the  Trials  and  Convictions  of 
ROBERT  PERREAU,  and  DANIEL  PER* 
REAU,  for  Forgery,  attended  with  very  extra* 
ordinary  Circumftances. 

IN  order  to  pteferve,  as  near  as  pofTibltf,  the 
chronological  difpofition  of  this  work,  we  in- 
fert  the  following  in  this  place,  though  the  brothers 
Perreau  were  not  executed  till  a  confiderable  time 
after  conviction,  nor  till  after  the  acquittal  of  Mrs. 
Rudd  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  that  their  trials  (hould 
precede  that  of  Mrs.  Rudd.  as  the  former  were  in 
fome  meafure  productive  of  the  latter. 

On  the  rothof  March,  '  775,  difcovery  was  made 
of  a  feries  of  forgeries,  faid  to  have  been  carried 
on  for  a  length  of  time  by  Robert  and  Daniel 
Perreau,  twin  brothers  ;  the  one  an  apothecary 
of  great  practice,  and  the  other  living  in  the  ilile 
of  a  gentleman. 

The  above  parties,  together  with  Mrs,  Margaret 
Caroline  Rudd.  who  lived  with  Daniel  Perreau  as 
his  wife,  and  who  was  /deemed  to  have  been  a 
principal  agent  in  the  forgeries,  were  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  carried  beforethe  benchof  magiftrates 
in  Bow-ftreet,  where  the  crowd  attending  to  hear 
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their  examination  was  fo  great,  that  it  became  ne- 
cefTar}  to  adjourn  t©  the  Guildhall,  Weftminfter. 

The  evidence  there  adduced  tended  to  prove 
that  the  parties  had  raifed  confiderable  fums  by- 
bonds  forced  in  the  name  of  the  well  known  agent, 
William  Adair,  Efquire,  which  they  impofed  on 
feveral  gentlemen  of  fortune  as  Collateral  fecurities 
with  their  own  notes  for  the  payment  of  the  faid 
fums. 

This  tranfacUon  was  difcovered  by  the  follow- 
ing means:  Robert  Perreau,  whofe  character  had 
been  hitherto  unimpeachable,  applied  to  Mr. 
Drummond,  ths  banker,  to  lend  him  £5000,  and 
offered  a  bond  for  ^7500,  which  he  faid  Mr.  Adair 
had  given  to  his  brother,  as  a  fecurity  for  the 
payment. 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  remark,  that,  in  order 
to  give  colour  to  the  validity  of  thefe  bonds,  it  had 
been  artfully  fuggefted,  that  Mrs.  Rudd  had  near 
connexions  with  Mr  Adair;  and  it  was  even  in- 
fmuated,  that  fhe  was  his  natural  daughter  :  but 
Mr.  Drummond,  to  whom  Mr.  Adair's  wi  iting  was 
familiar,  had  no  fooner  looked  at  the  fignature, 
than  he  doubted  its  authenticity,  and  very  politely 
afked  Robert  Perreau,  if  he  hffd  feen  Mr.  Adair 
fign  it  ?  The  latter  faid  he  had  not,  but  had  no 
doubt  but  it  was  authentic,  from  the  nature  of  the 
connexion  that  fubfifted. 

To  this  Mr.  Drummond  faid,  that  he  could  not 
advance  fuch  a  fum  without  confulting  his  brother, 
and  defired  Perreau  to  leave  the  bond,  promifing 
to  return  it  the  next  morning,  or  advance  on  it  th« 
fum  required. 

Mr.  Perreau  made  no  fcrupJe  to  leave  the  bond, 
and   call   in   the   nK.rning.     In  the  interim  Mr. 
Drummond  examined  the  bond  with  greater  atten- 
tion; 
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tion;  and  Mr.  Stephens,  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty* 
happening  to  call,  his  opinion  was  demanded  ; 
when  comparing  the  fignature  of  the  bond  with 
letters  he  had  lately  received  from  Mr.  Adair,  h« 
was  firmly  convinced  tha/  it  was  forged. 

When  Perreau  came,  Mr.  Drummond  fpoke 
more  freely  than  he  had  done  before,  and  told 
him  that  he  imagined  he  had  been  impofed  on; 
but  begged  that,  to  remove  all  doubt,  he  would 
go  with  him  to  Mr.  Adair,  and  get  that  gentleman 
to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  bond;  on  which 
the  money  fhould  be  advanced. 

Perreau  made  not  the  leaft  objection.  They 
went  together ;  and  Mr.  Adair  was  afked,  if  the 
bond  was  his.  He  declared  it  was  not.;  but  Pei> 
reau  fmiled,  and  faid  he  jefted, 

Mr.  Adair  told  him  that  it  was  no  jefting  mat- 
ter, and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  clear  up  the  affair. 
Perreau  faid,  "  if  that  was  the  cafe,  he  had  been 
11  fent  on  a  fine  errand!"  He  defired  to  have  the 
bond,  and  faid  he  would  make  the  necefTa>  y  en- 
quiries :  but  this  was  refufed,  and  it  was  thought 
a  point  of  prudence  to  watch  the  motions  of 
Robert  Perreati,  till  Daniel  and  his  pretended  wife 
were  produced. 

Soon  after  he  returned  home,  the  three  parties 
went  into  a  coach;  and,  if  Mrs.Rudd's  teftimony 
may  be  credited,  (he  took  with  her  what  money 
and  valuables  fhe  could  conveniently  carry;  and 
faid,  that  the  brothers  had  taken  her  money,  gold 
watch,  and  jewels,  into  their  poffeflion:  but  no 
reafon  was  ailigned  for  their  doing  fo. 

Their  efcape,  however,  if  fuch  was  intended,  was 

prevented ;  for  an  information  being  laid  againft 

them,  they  were  apprehended,  carried  before  Sir 

John  Fielding,  and  examined  at  the  Guildhall, 

Y  2  Weft- 
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\Vefiminiter,  a*  above-mentioned.  The  fa6b  al- 
ready mentioned  were  attefted  by  Mr.  Adair,  Mr. 
Drummond,  and  other  perfons;  and  Sir  Thorras 
Frankllnd  charged  them  with  obtaining  from  him 
^4000  on  the  firft  application,  which  they  honeftly 
repaid  before  the  money  became  due;  afterwards 
^"5000,  and  then  ^4000,  on  fimilar  bonds,  all 
figned  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Adair. 

Mr.  Watfon,  a  money-fcrivener,  faid  that  he 
had  drawn  eight  bonds,  all  of  them  ordered  by 
one  or  other  of  the  brothers  ;  but  he  hefitated  to 
fix  on  either,  on  account  of  their  great  perfonat 
refemblance  :  but  being  prefiTed  to  make  a  pofitive 
declaration,  he  fixed  on  Daniel  as  hi*  employer. 

Dr.  Brooke  charged  the  brothers  with  obtaining 
from  him  fifteen  bonds  of  the  bank  of  Air,  each 
of  the  value  of  ^*ioo,  upon  the  fecurity  of  a  forged 
bond  for  £3100. 

On  the-ftrength  of  this  evidence  the1  brothers 
were  committed,  the  one  to  New  Prifon,  and  the 
other  tb  Clerkenwell  Bridewell;  and  Mrs.  Rudd 
was  admitted  an  evidence  for  the  crown. 

On  her  future  examination  fhe  declared  that  fhe 
was  the  daughter  of  a  nobleman  in  Scotland;  that, 
when  young,  (he  married  an  officer  in  the  army, 
named  Rudd,  againft  the  ccnfent  of  her  friends ; 
that  her  fortune  was  considerable;  that,  on  a  difa- 
greemcnt  with  her  hufband,  they  refolved  to  part; 
that  fhe  made  a  referve  of  money,  jewels,  and  ef- 
fe&s,  to  the  amount  of  .£"13,000,  aH  of  which  fhe 
gave  to  Daniel  Perrea'u,  whom  fhe  faid  fhe  loved 
with  the  tendernefs  of  a  wife;  "  that  fhe  had  three 
"  children  by  him ;  that  he  had  returned  her  kind- 
•*  ntfs  in  every  refpeft  till  lately,  when  having  been 
t'  unfortunate  in  gaming  in  the  alley,  he  had  be- 
K  tome  uneafy,  peevifh,  and  much  altered  to  her; 

'4  that 
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"  that  he  cruelly  conftrained  her  to  fign  the  bond 
*'  now  in  queftion,  by  holding  a  knife  to  herthroat, 
"  and  fweanng  that  he  would  murder  her  if  She 
11  did  not  comply ;  that,  being  ft  ruck  with  remcwfe, 
"  (he  had  acquainted  Mr,  Adair  with  what  Ihe  bad 
"  done,  and  that  (he  was  now  willing  to  declare 
"  every  tranfa6lion  with  which  (he  was  acquainted, 
"  whenever  fhe  fliould  be  called  upon  by  law  fo 
"  to  do." 

At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  June, 
1775,  Robert  Perreau,  Efq;  was  indicted  for  forg- 
ing a  bond  for  the  payment  of  £7500,  in  theiwOTie 
of  William  Adair,  Efq;  and  alfo  for  felonioufly 
uttering  and  publifhing  the  faid  bond,  knowing 
it  to  be  forged,  with  intention  to  defraud  Robert 
and  Henry  Drummo-nd,  Efqrs. 

After  what  we  have  mentioned  above  refpefi- 
ingthis  tranfadtion,  wefhall  beasconcife  as  pofliJsle 
in  the  recital  of  the  evidence,  Henry  Diummond, 
Efq;  depofed,  that  Robert  Perreau  requefted  the 
loan  of  £1400,  having  made  a  pu  rebate  in  Suffolk 
or  Norfolk  to  the  amount  of  ^ *  1-2,000.  He  faid 
he  had  a  houfe  in  Harjey-ftreet,  Cavendim-fquaie, 
which  coft  ^4000,  the  deeds  of  which  houfe  he 
would  leave  as  a  fecurity.  Thefe  he  did  leave, 
and  promifing  to  return  in  ten  days,  the  money 
was  paid  him.  He  came  fome  time  afterwards, 
arvl  apologized  for  not  having  kept  hia  appoint- 
ment ;  and  faid  he  then  came  to  borrow  ^5000 
on  the  bond,  out  of  which  he  would  pay  the 
£1400  above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Drummond  and  his  brother  doubting  the 
validity  of  the  bond,  Perreau  faid  there  wrre 
family-connexions  between  him  and  Mr.  Adair, 
who  had  money  of  his  in  his  hsgnds,  for  which  he 
paid  intereft. 

A  great 
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A  great  part  of  what  Mr.  Drummond  delivered 
in  evidence  has  been  already  given  in  the  former 
part  of  this  narrative.  Mr.  Drummond  going  with 
the  prifoner  to  Mr.  Adair's,  Mrs.  Daniel  Perreai| 
(Mrs.  Rudr!)  was  font  for,  when  Robert  aCked  her, 
if  fhe  Imu  ».u6  given  the  bond  to  him.  She  owned 
that  fhe  had,  took  the  whole  on  herfelf,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  fhe  had  forged  the  bond. 

The  counfej  for  the  prifoner  afking  Mr.  Drum- 
mond  if  he  was  certain  that  the  prifoner  faid  it  wbs 
his  money  that  Mr.  Adair  paid  intereft  for.  he  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative.  He  declared  likewife, 
that  Mr.  Perreau  did  not  make  the  lead  objection 
to  leaving  the  bond  with  him,  nor  (hewed  any  re- 
luftance  in  going  with  him  to  Mr.  Adair's  houfe. 

He  likewife  faid  that  Mrs.  Rudd  took  the  whole 
on  herfelf,  begged  them,  "  for  God's  fake,  to  have 
"  mercy  on  an  innocent  man ;"  and  that  fhe  faid 
no  injury  was  intended  to  any  perfon,  and  that 
all  would  be  paid ;  and  that  fhe  acknowledged 
delivering  the  bond  to  the  pri Toner. 

The  counfel  demanding  if  Mr.  Drummond  and 
Mr.  Adair,  afrer  hearing  what  Mrs.  Rudd  faid, 
had  not  exprefled  -themielves  as  confidering  the 
prifoner  as  her  dupe;  the  anfwer  was,  "  We  both 
*«  exprefied  ourfelves  to  that  effect.  A  conftable 
"  had  been  fent  for,  and  we  discharged  him." 

The  identity  of  the  bond  was  proved  by  Mr. 
Wheatley,  clerk  to  MefTieurs  Drummond.—  1  he- 
evidence  of  Mr.  Robert  Drummond  was  not,  in 
any  very  effential  point,  different  from  that  of  his 
brother.  He  depofed,  that  when  Mrs.  Rudd  had 
acknowledged  that  fhe  forged  the  bund,  he  ex-: 
prefled  his  doubt,  the  hand-writing  being  fo  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  a  woman,  and  faid  nothing 
would  convince  him  of  it  but  her  Ihewing,  on  a 
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piece  of  paper,  that  (he  could  wr'te  that  fort  of 
hand.  He^faid  he  did  not  mean  to  enfnare  her, 
and  would  immediately  throw  the  writing  into  the 
fire.  Mrs.  Rudd  inftantly  wrote  William  Adair, 
or  part  of  the  name,  <o  very  like  the  r«Tture  of 
the  bond,  that  it  fatisfied  iaih.  u-T3  he  hurnt  the 
paper.  Robert  Ferreau  then  faid,  that  '•  he  !  'iped 
"  that  the  information  flie  had  given  fufficiently 
**  acquitted  him  :"  but  he  was  told  that  he  had 
better  not  enquire  into  that;  and  on  this  occahon 
he*  (hewed  the  firft  fign  of  anxiety. 

Sir  Thomas  Frankhnd  depofed,  that  the  pri- 
foner  brought  him  two  bonds  at  different  times, 
one  to  Daniel  Ferreau  for  £6000,  and  the  other 
to  himfelf  (Robert)  for  ^5300:  that  for  ^"5300, 
on  which  he  lent  him  ^4000,  was  to  be  repaid 
on  the  26th  of  March,  with  the  three  days  grace; 
the  other  was  due  on  the  Sth  of  March*. 

Mr.  Wilfon  declared  that  he  filled  up  the  bond 
at  the  detire  of  the  prifoner;  and  produced  his  in- 
fiructions  for  fo  doing.  He  likewife  acknowledged 
that  he  had  filled  up  other  bonds  for  the  prifoner. 

That  the  hand-writing  at  the  bottorn  of  the 
bond  was  not  the  hand-writing  of  William  Adair 
was  proved  by  Scroope  Ogiivie  and  James  Adair, 
efquires.  Mr.  James  Adair  was  now  questioned 
by  counfel  refpecting  a  private  interview  he  had 
with  Mrs.  Rudd  ;  but  the  courted  doubted  if  thi£ 
might  be  allowed  as  evidence.  After  forre  obfer- 
vations  made  by  the  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  a 

letter 

*  The  intent  of  this  evidence  feems  to  have  been, 
to  (hew  that  the  money  t'j  be  hpi rowed  of  Mr. 
Drummond  was  deGgned  to  repay  the  morey  afcu- 
ally  borrowed  of  Sir  i  homas  and  «h(-.r.there  was 
no  intention  of  defrauding  either  of 
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letter  was  read,  which  he  prefumed  had  been  fent 
him  by  William  Adair,  Efq;  but  which  appeared 
to  have  been  written  by  Mrs.  Rudd,  but  it  was 
fcarcely  intelligible. 

The  prifoner  now  proceeded  to  make  his  de- 
fence, in  the  following  terms  :•— •"  My  Lords,  and 
"  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  I  had  been  wanting  in 
**  that  fortitude  which  is  the  refult  of  innocence, 
*'  or  had  found  any  hefitation  in  fubmitting  my 
"  proceedings  to  the  ftricleft  fcrutiny,  I  need  not 
•*  at  this  day  have  flood  before   my  country,  or 
"  fet  my  life  upon  the  iflue  of  a  legal  trial.    Sup- 
•'  ported  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  my  integrity,  I 
"  have  forced   that  tranfaclion  to  light,   which 
"  might  clfe  have  been  fupprefled ;  and  I  have 
ff  voluntarily  fought  that  imprifonment  which  guilt 
cc  never  invites,  and  even  innocence  has  been  known 
<f  to  fly  from ;  ardently  looking  forward  to  this 
"  hour,  as  the  fure,  though  painful,  means  of  vin* 
•*  dicating  a  character,  not  diftinguifhed.  indeed, 
"  for   its  importance,    but   hitherto  maintained 
«'  without  a  blermfh.    There  are  many  refpectable 
"  witneffes  at  hand,  (and  many  more,  I  perfuade 
"  myfelf,  would  be  found,  if  it  had  been  necek 
tf  fary  to  fummon  them  upon  a  point  of  fuch  noto- 
"  riety^  who  will  inform  your  Lordlhips  and  the 
"court,    how  I  have  appeared   to  them  to   aft; 
"what   truft  has  been  repofed  in  me,  and  what 
*{  credit  I  had  in  their  opinions,  for  my  diligence, 
**  honefty,  and  punctuality.    In  truth,  my  Lords, 
"  I  am  bold  to  fay  that  few  men,  in  my  line  of  life, 
'*  have  carried  on  their  bufinefs  with  a  fairer  cha- 
'.*  racier,  not  many  with  better  fuccefs.     I  have 
"  followed  no  pleafures,  nor  launched  into  any 
•e  expences :  ther  e  is  not  a  man  living  who  car* 
"  charge  me  wilh  negle6l  or  diflipation.      The 

ho- 
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"  honed  profits  of  my  trade  have  afforded  me  a 
"  comfortable  fupport,  andfurnilhed  me  with  the 
"  means  of  maintaining,  in  a  decent  fort  a  worthy 
"  wife,  and  three  promifing  children,  upon  whom 
*'  I  was  labouring  to  beftow  the  propereft  edu- 
"  cation  in  my  power ;  in  fhort,  we  were  as  happy 
"  as  affluence  and  innocence  could  make  us,  till 
"  this  affliction  came  upon  us  by  furprize,  and 
"  I  was  made  the  dupe  of  a  tran faction  from 
"  whofe*  criminality  I  call  God,  the  fearcher  of 
**  all  human  hearts,  to  witnefs,  I  am  now  as  free 
"  as  I  was  at  the  day  of  my  birth. — My  Lords, 
"  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  men  who  are  unprac- 
"  tifed  in  deceit  will  be  apt  to  credit  others  fora 
"  fincerity  which  they  themfeK'es  poilefs  The 
"  moft  undefigning  characters  have  at  all  times 
*'  been  the  dupe  ot  craft  and  fubtilty.  A  plain 
"  ftory,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  cqurt,  I  will 
"  relate,  which  will  furnifli  ftrong  inftancesof  cre- 
"  dulity  pn  one  part,  and  at  the  lame  time  will 
"  exhibit  a  train  of  fuch  ponfummate  artifices  on 
<f  the  other,  as  are  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  an- 
*'  nals  of  iniquity,  and  which  might  have  extorted 
"  an  equal  confidence  from  a  much  more  enlight- 
*'  enedunderllanding  than  I  can  claim." 

Having  faid  thus  much,  the  unhappy  man  pro- 
ceeded to  relate  a  variety  of  circumftances  relative 
to  the  impofition  pra&ifed  on  him  by  Mrs,  Rudd, 
of  which  the  following  are  the  moft  remarkable. 

VOL.  V.  No.  45.  Z  He 

*  If  Mr.  Perreau  had  fpoken  Englifh,  he  would 
have  faid  «*  from  the  criminality  of  which  ;"  but 
we  prefume  this  mull  have  been  a  miltake  of  the 
fhort-hand-write*. 
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He  faidthat  {he  was  conftantly  converfing  about 
the  intereft  (he  had  with  Mr.  W.  Adair;  and 
that  Mr.  Adair  had,  by  his  intereft  with  the  king, 
obtained  the  promife  of  a  baronetage  for  Daniel 
Perreau,  and  was  about  procuring  him  a  feat  in 
Parliament.  That  Mr.  Adair  had  promiff;d  to 
open  a  bank,  and  take  the  brothers  Perreau  into 
partriermip  with  him:  that  the  prifoner  received 
many  letters  figned  William  Adair,  which  he  had 
no  doubt  came  from  that  gentleman;  in  which 
were  promifes  of  giving  them  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  fortune  during  his  life,  and  that  he  was  to 
allow  Daniel  I^erreau  ,£.2,400  a  year  for  his  houf- 
hold  expences,  and  £.630  a  year  for  Mrs.  Rudd's 
pin  money.  That  Mr.  Daniel  Perreau  purchafed 
a  houfein  Harley-Street  for  ^.4000,  which  money 
Mr.  William  Adair  was'to  give  them.  That,  when 
Daniel  Perreau  was  prefledby  the  perfon  he  bought 
the  houfe  of  for  the  money,  the  prifoner  under- 
flood  that  they  applied  to  Mr.  W.  Adair,  and  that 
his  anfvver  was  that  he  had  lent  the  king  ^.70,000, 
and  had  purchafed  a  hpufe  in  Pall  Mall  at 
jf.^OCp,  in  which  to  carry  on  the  banking  buli- 
n'efs,  and  therefore  could  not  fpare  the  ^.4000 
at  that  tin  e. 

The  p'ifonernow  related  a  variety  of  circum^ 
fiances,  which  would  tempt  an  ingenuous  mind  to 
fuppofe  him  innocent,  apd  that  the  guilt  of  the 
tranfaclion  relied  with  Mrs.  Rudd.  The  unfor- 
tunate man  then  proceeded  in  his  defence  in  the 
following  terms: 

*'  My  lords,  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I 
cc  have  now  faithfully  laid  before  you  fuch  cir- 
•*  cumftances  as  have  occurred  to  my  memory,  as 
it  neceffary  for  your  information,  in  order  as  they 
«'  happened  during  my  acquaintance  with  Mrs, 

"  Rudd, 
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"  Rudd,  under  the  chara&er  of  my  brother's  wife. 
"  Many  have  been  the  fiifferers  by  artifices   and 
cc  importers,  but  never  man  appeared,  I  believe, 
"  in  this,    or  any  other  tribunal,  upon  whom   fo 
*'  many  engines  were  fet  at  work  to  interefl  his  cre- 
ic  dulity.     It  will   not  efcape  the  notice  of  this 
"  fplendid  *  court,  that  my   companion   was  firft 
**  engaged  by  the  ftory  of  Mrs.  Rudd's  fufferings, 
"  before  my  belief  was  invited  to  her-  reprefenta- 
*'  tions.      Let  me  have  credit  with  you  for  yield- 
c<  ing  up  by  pity  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  you  can- 
*'  not  wonder  I  did  not  withhold  my  credulity  af- 
'*  terwards.     It  is  in   this  natural,   this  neceffary 
"  cohfequence,  I  reft  my  defence,   I  was  led  from 
"  error  to  error  by  fuch  infenfible  degrees,  that 
"  every   ftep  I  took  ftrengthened  my  infatuation. 
"When    Mr.  Drummond    firft  hefitated  at  the 
"  hand-writing  at  the  foot  of  the  bond,  if  it  did 
"  not  fo  alarm  me  as  to  {hake  my  belief  in  thi^ 
"  artful  woman,  let  it  be  considered  that  I  had  been 
"  prevailed  upon  to  ncgociate  other  bonds  of  hers, 
<c  depoiiting  them  in  she  hands  of  bankers  who 
"  had  never  fpied  am    defect^  or  raifcd  the  leaft 
"  objection.      Thefe   bonds  have  been  regularly 
"  and  punctually  paid  in  due    time.      The  let- 
"  ters  fent  to  me,    as    if    from    William  Adair, 
*'  critically  agreed  with  the  hand-writing  of  the 
"  bond.     Mr.  Adair  did  not  keep  money  at  Mr* 
"  Drummond's;  opportunities  of  comparing  his 
*'  hand-writing  for  many  years  had  not  occurred, 
"  and  the  hedtation  upon  his  part  appeared  tome 
"  no  more  than  the  exceptions  and  minute  pre- 
Z  2  "  cauti-  ns 

*  Splendid  is  an  awkward  word  on  this  occa- 
fion:  perhaps  awful  would  have  been  more 
proper. 
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"  cautions  of  a  banker,  which  could  not  fo  fud- 
"  denlv  overturn  the  explicit  belief  that  I  had  an- 
14  nexed  to  all  that  was  told  me  in  Harley-ftreet. 
"  Can  any  greater  proof  be  given  than  my  own 
"  propofal  to  Mr.  Drummond  of  leaving  the  bond 
"  in  his  hands  till  he  had  fatj.--fied  his  credulity? 
"  Can  your  lordfhips,  or  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
"  for  a  moment  fufpeft,  that  any  man  would  be 
"  guilty  of  fuch  a  crime,  whofe  proceedings  were 
*'  fo  fair  and  open?  that  fingle  circumftance,  I  am 
"  fatisfied,  will  afford  my  total  exculpation.  The 
*'  refort  to  Mr.  Adair  was  as  eafy  to  Mr.  Drum- 
"  mond,  as  to  the  books  in  his  compting-houfe; 
"  it  does  not  come  within  the  bounds  of  common 
"  fenfe,  much  lefs  does  it  fall  within  the  poffibi- 
'*'  lity  of  guilt,  that  any  man  living  mould  volun- 
**  tarilyy  with  his  eyes  open,  take  a  ftep  fo  directly 
*'  and  absolutely  centering  in  his  certain  deftruc- 
*'  tion.  But  this  circumftance,  flrong  as  it  is,  is 
*«  not  all  my  cafe.  I  blefs  God,  the  protector  of 
*'  innocence,  that,  in  my  defence,  proofs  arile  upon 
44  proofs :  the  leafl  of  them,  I  truft,  will  be 
'•**  thought  incompatible  with  guilt.  It  mould 
"  feem  impoffible  that  a  guilty  perfon  would  pro- 
"  pofe  to  Mr.  Drummond  to  retain  the  bond  for 
"  thefatisfaSion  of  his  fcruples  ;  but  that  the  fame 
"  perfon  mould,  after  fo  long  a  time  for  confider- 
<i't  ation  had  .paifed  after  my  leaving  the  bond, 
**  which  was  full  twenty-four  hours,  openly,  and 
•"  in  the  face  of  day,  enu  r  the  fhop  of  Mr.  Drum- 
*'  mond,  and  demand  if  he  had  fatisfied  all  his 
cc  fcruples,  unlefs  a  man  from  mere  defperation 
*'  had  been  weary  of  his  life,  and  foughi  a  diiTo- 
*c  lution ;  this,  I  humbly  apprehend,  would  be 
«*  an  abfolute  impoifibiiity;  but,  my  lords,  and 
**  gentlemen  of  the  jilry,  1  had  neither  in  my 
**  Sreaft  th«  principle  of  guilt,  nor  had  I  that 

*'  defperate 
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**  defperate  loathing  of  £xiftence  as  fhould  bring 
"  a  mameful   condemnation  on  my    head.       It 
*'  is   true   I  have  invited   this  trial;    but    it    is 
"  equally  true  £  have  done  it  in  the  confcioufnefs 
**  of  my   integrity,  becaufe    I  could  not  other-* 
**  wife  go  through  the  remainder  of  my  days  with 
"  comfort  and .  fatisfaclion,  unlefs  I  had  the  ver- 
*'  di&  of  my  countrymen  for  my  acquittal,  and 
"  refted  my  innocence  upon  the  pureft  tellimony 
"  I  could  have  on  this  fide  the  grave.     It  is  plain 
"  I  had  an  opportunity  ef  withdrawing  myfelf. 
"  How    many  men  are  there,  with  the  cleareft 
"  intentions,  vet  from  the  apprehenfion  of  be- 
**  ing  made  the   talk  of  the  public,  and,  above 
"  all,  the  dread  of  imprifonment,  and  the  terror 
"  of  a  trial,  would  have  thought  themfelves  happy 
"  to  have  caught  at  any   opportunity    of  faving 
**  themfelves  from  fuch  aferies  of  diftrefs?  greater 
"  confidence  can  no  man  be  in,    of    the  inte- 
"  grity  of  his  cafe,  and  the  juftice  of  his  country. 
"  When  it  was  found  necefTary  totthe  defigns  of 
"  Mrs.  Rudd,  that  I  and  my  family  fhould  be 
"  made    the  dupes  of   her  connexions  with  t  .e 
**  houfe  of  Adair,  it  may  well  be  believed  that 
"  nothing    but    the  Jirongeft  interdictions    could 
'*  prevent  my    endeavours    to    obtain  an  inter-* 
'•*  view.    In  raft,  this  point  was  laboured  with  con- 
*'  fumtnate  artifice,  and  nothing  lefs  than  rum  to 
"  my  brother,    and  his    affairs  was    denounced 
<e  upon  my  breaking    tins   injunction        It  «>as 
"  part  of  the  fame  error  to  believe  her  in  this  all  j. 
*'  A  refpeclable  witnefs  ha»told  you,  and  1  do  not 
"  controvert  his  evidence,  that  my  cunfi  ience  in 
*'  her  aflcition,  and  in  the  tejlimomals  thai  jh.   ex-n- 
"  bited  under  tbt  band,zs  i  believed,  of  Mr   A^iirt 
u  Here  fucn«   in   my  miiukei,  judgnLeat,    a^ 
f*  be  e^uai  to  ihs  evidence  of  my  own  fer.M 
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"  prefled  by  the  forms  of  bufinefs  to  fay  to  Mr. 
"  Drurrtnond,  that*I  had  feen  Mr.  Adair  myfelf; 
"  but  I  neither  went  to  Mr  Adair,  nor  difclofed 
"  tbofe  preffing  motives  which  prevented  me.  No 
"  leks  free  to  contefs  my  faults,  than  I  am  confi- 
K  dent  to  a0e  t  my  innocence,  I  feek  no  pallia- 
44  tion  for  this  circumliance,  except  my  temptation 
**  and  my  failings;  and  I  truft  it  will  rather  be  a 
"  matter  of  furprize,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  a  ne- 
<r  gociation,  through  t'he  whole  of  which  I  was 
"  acted  upon  by  the  moft  artful  of  impoftors,  that 
**  this  only  deviation  was  to  be  found;  and  yet 
"  this  very  circumftance  carries  with  it  a  clearer 
**  convidion  of  my  being  the  dupe  of  Mrs.  Rudd's 
"  intrigues,  than  any  I  have  to  offer  in' my  de- 
"  fence;  and  if  my  fubftquent  proceedings,  and 
'*  the  alacrity  I  fhewedin  going  with  Mr.  Drum- 
*'  mond  to  Mr.  Adair,  together  with  my  conduct 
**  before  this  gentleman,  is,  as  I  apprehend 
*«  it  is,  abfolutely  irreconcileable  with  a  confci- 
"  oufnefs  of  guiit,  the  circumftances  abovemen- 
"  tioned  will  ferve  to  fhew  with  what  a  degree  of 
««  credulity  the  artifices  of  Mrs.  Rudd  had  fur- 
"  nifhed  me.—  Upon  tthe  whole,  if,  in  the  above 
"  detail,  no  circumftances  are  difcovered  in  which 
"an  innocent  ^an,  under  the  like  deiuiion  with 
«c  myfelf,  might  not  have  a&ed  as  I  have  atted, 
«'  and,  at  the  fame  time,  if  there  be  very  many 
««  particulars  in  which- no  guilty  man  would  hav« 
"  conducted  himfelf  as  l  have  conducted  myfelf,  I 
•'  fhould  be  wanting  in  refpeft  to  your  Lordfhips 
0  and  the  jury,  if  I  doubted  the  juftice  of  their 
"  verdicl,  and  which  is  inleparable  from  it,  my 
"  honourable  acquittal." 

The  prifoner  now  proceeded  to  call  his  witnefles, 
the  fubilance  of  whofe  evidence  we  Ihall  give  in 

the 
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the  moft  concife  manner.  George  Kinder  de- 
pofed,  that  Mrs,  Rudd  told  him  "  that  me  was  a 
<c  near  relation  of  Mr.  James  Adair ;  that  he 
"  looked  upon  her  as  his  child,  had  promifed  to 
44  make  her  fortune,  and  with  that  view  had  re- 
"  commended  her  to  Mr.  William  AoUit,  a  near 
"  relation,  and  intimate  friend  of  his,  who  had 
"  promifed  to  fet  her  hufband  and  the  prifoner  up 
"  in  the  banking  bufinefs."  He  likewife  depofed 
that  the  faid  Mr.  Daniel  Perreau  was  to  be  made 
a  baronet,  and  defcribed  how  {he  would  a6fc  when 
me  became  a  lady.  This  witnefs  depofed,  that 
Mrs.  Rudd  often  pretended  that  Mr.  William 
Adair  had  called  to  fee  her,  but  that  he  never  had 
feen  that  gentlemen  on  any  vifit. 

John  Moody,  a  livery-fervant  of  Daniel  Per- 
reau, depofed,  that  his  miftrefs  wrote  two  very 
different  hands,  in  one  of  which  ihe  wrote  letters 
to  his  matter,  as  from  Mr.  William  Adair,  and  in 
the  other  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  the  family ;  that 
the  letters  written  in  the  name  of  William  Adair 
were  pretended  to  have  been  left  in  his  mailer's 
abfence  ;  that  his  miftrefs  ordered  him  to  give 
them  to  his  mafter,  and  pretend  that  Mr.  Adair 
had  been  with  his  miftrefs  for  a  longer  or  fhorter 
time,  as  circumftances  required.  This  witnefs  like- 
wife proved  that  the  hand  at  the  foot  of  the  bond 
and  that  of  his  miftrefs 's  fictitious  writing  were 
precifely  the  fame  t  :  that  fhe  ufed  different  pens, 
ink,  and  paper,  in  writing  her  common  and 
fictitious  letters ;  and  that  fhe  fometimes  g*ve  the 

witnefs 

t  If  this  evidence  was  credited,  was  it  not  con- 
clufive  againft  Mrs.  Rudd,  and  in  favour  of  the 
? 
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wirnefs  half  a  crown,  when  he  had  delivered  a 
letter  to  her  O^faftion.  He  faid  he  had  feen  her 
go  two  or  three  times  to  Mr.  J  Adair's,  but  never 
to  William's;  and  that  Mr.  J.  Adair  once  vifited 
his  miftrefs  on  her  lying-in. 

Sufanna  Perreau  (the  prisoner's  fifter)  depofcd 
to  the  having  feen  a  note  delivered  toJDaniel  Per- 
reau, by  Mrs.  Rudd.  for  .£"19,000  drawn  as  by 
"William  Adair,  on  Mr.  Croft,  the  banker,  in  fa- 
vour of  Daniel  Perreau. 

Elizabeth  Perkins  fwore  that,  a  week  before 
the  forgery  was  difcovered,  her  miftrefs  g<*ve  her 
a  letter  to  bring  back  to  her  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  fay  it  was  brought  by  Mr.  Coverley, 
who  had  been  fervant  to  Daniel  Perreau :  that  (he 
gave  her  miftrefs  this  letter,  and  her  mailer  in- 
ftantly  broke  the  feal. 

Daniel  Perreau  declared  that  the  purport  of  this 
letter  was  "  that  Mr.  Adair  defired  her  to  apply 
<c  to  his  brother,  the  prifoner,  to  procure  him 
"  £.5000  upon  his  (Adair's)  bond,  in  the  fame 
**  manner  as  he  had  done  before;  that  Mr.  Adair 
41  was  unVilling  to  have  it  appear  that  the  money 
"  was  raifcd  for  him,  and  therefore  defired  to  have 
"  the  bond  lodged  with'  fome  confidential  friend, 
"  that  would  not  require  an  aflignment  of  it;  that 
*'  his  brother,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  his 
•f  requefi,  mewed  a  vaft  deal  of  relu&ancy,  and 
"  faid  it  was  a  very  unpleafant  work;  but  under- 
"  took  it  with  a  view  of  obliging  Mr.  William 
"  Adair." 

The  counfel  for  the  profecution  demanding, "  if 
*'  he  did  not  difclaim  all  knowledge  of  the  affair 
"  before  Mr.  Adair,"  he  faid,  he  denied  ever 
having  feen  the  .bond  before,  nor  had  he  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  it  till  he  faw  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 

David 
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David  Caffady,  who  aflifted  Mr.  R.  Perreau  as 
an  apothecary,  depofed,  that  he  lived  much  within 
the  profits  of  his  profeflion,  and  tha!t  it  was  re- 
ported he  was  going  into  the  banking  bufmefs. 

John  Leigh,  clerk  to  Sir  John  Fielding,  fwore 
to  the  pnfoner's  coming  voluntarily  to  the  office, 
and  giving  information  that  a  foigery  had  been 
committed*;  on  which. Mrs  Hudd  was  appre- 
hended. Mr.  Leigh  was  aflced,  if  fhe  <;  ever 
'•  charged  the  prifoner  with  any  knowledge  of  the 
"  tranfaction  till  the  juftices  were  hearing  evidence 
"  to  prove  her  confefTion  of  the  fact."  Mr.  Leigh 
aniWered,  that  he  did  not  recolleft  that  circum- 
ftance,  but  that  on  her  firft  examination  Ihe  did 
not  accuie  the  prifoner. 

Mr.  Perreau  now  called  feveral  perfons  of  rank 
to  his  character.  Lady  Lyttleton  being  afked,  if 
flie  thought  him  capable  of  fuch  a  crime,  fuppofed 
fte  could  have  done  it  as  foon  b  erf  elf.  Sir  John 
Moore,  Sir  John  Chapman,  General  Rebow, 
Capt.  Ellis,  Capt.  Burgoyne,  and  other  gentle- 
men, fpoke  moft  highly  to  the  character  of  the 
prifoner  ;  yet  the  jury  found  him  guilty. 

After  this  copious  account  of  the  trial  of  Robert, 
a  very  (hort  abftraft  of  that  of  the  other  brother 
may  fuffice,  efpecially  as  that  of  Mrs.  Rudd  is 
to  follow. 

Daniel.  Perreau  was  indi&ed  for  forging  and 
counterfeiting  a  bond,  in  the  name  of  William 
Adair,  for  £3300,  to  defraud  the  faid  William 
Adair  ;  and  for  uttering  the  fame,  knowing  it  to 
be  forged,  with  intent  to  defraud  Thomas  Brooke, 

VOL.  V.  No.  46.         A  a  dodtor 


*  Surely  this  evidence  ought  to  have  had  great 
weight  with  the  jury. 
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do&or  of  phyfic.  Mr.  Scroope  Ogilvie.  who  had 
been  clerk  to  iVlr.  William  Adair  nine  or  ten  year% 
proved  the  forgery;  and  Dr.  Brooke  piovcd  the 
uttering  of  the  forged  bond. 

By  way  of  defence,  the  prifoner  declared  that 
Mrs.  Rudd  had  given  him  the  bond  as  a  true  one; 
that  he  believed  it  genuine,  authentic,  and  valid; 
and  protefted,  by  ail  his  hopes  of  happinefs  in 
this  life,  and  in  a  future,  that  he  had  never  con- 
ceived an  idea  of  any  thing  fo  bafe  as  the*  defraud- 
ing any  man  of  his  property.  He  added,  "  I  ad- 
*'  jure  the  Almighty  fo  to  afllft  me  in  my  preient 
46  dangerous  fituation,  as  1  fpeak  here  before 
rt  you*. 

Mr.  Daniel  Perreau  called  feveral  perfons  to 
prove  the  artifices  which  Mrs.  Rudd  had  pradifed 
to  deceive  him.  Many  perfons  of  fortune  and 
credit  appeared  to  his  character;  and  Ipoke  of  his 
condu£l  previous  to  the  fatal  event  in  terms  of  the 
highetl  approbation  ;  but  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty;  and  the  unfortunate  brothers 
received  fentence  of  death,  but  were  not  executed 
till  January  1776,  becaufe  though  Mrs.  Rudd  had 
been  admitted  an  evidence,  yet  the  judges  commit- 
ted her  as  a  principal,  as  will  be  feen  more  at  large 
in  the  account  of  flhe  fubfequent  trial. 

After  conviction,  the  behaviour  of  the  brothers 
was,  in  every  relpect,  proper  for  their  unhappy  fi- 
tuation. Great  intereft  was  made  to  obtain  a  par- 
don for  them,  particularly  for  Robert,  in  whofe  fa- 
vour 78  bankers  and  merchants  of  London  figned 

a  pe- 


*  This  is  an  odd  phrafe  ;  but  fo  it  is  recorded, 
by  the  (hort-hand-writer.  Perhaps  the  word  iruib 
Ihould  have  been  inferted  inftead  of  here. 
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a  petition  to  the  king ;  the  news-papers  were  filled 
with  paragraphs,  evidently  written  by  difmterefted 
perfons,  in  favour  of  men  whom  they  thought 
dupes  to  the  defigns  of  an  artful  woman  :-but  all 
this  availed  nothing. 

On  the  day  of  execution  the  brothers  were  fa- 
voured with  a  mourning  coach,  and  it  was  thought 
that  30.000  people  attended.  They  were  both 
dreffcd  in  mourning,  and  behaved  uith  the  mod 
chriflian  refolution.  When  they  quitted  the  coach 
and  got  into  the  cart,  they  bowed  lefpeclfully  to  the 
fheriffs)  who  waved  their  hands  as  a  final  adieu. 

After  the  ruftomary  devotions,  they  crofTed 
their  hands,  joining  the  four  together,  and  in  this 
manner  were  launched  into  eternity.  They  had 
not  hung  more  than  half  a  minute  when  their 
hands  dropped  afunder,  and  they  appeared  to  die 
without  pain. 

Each  of  them  delivered  a  paper  to  the  ordinary 
of  Newgate,  which  declared  their  innocence,  and 
afcribcd  the  blame  of  the  whole  tranfadion  to  the 
artifices  of  Mrs.  Rudd  ;  and,  indeed,  thoufands 
of  people  gave  credit  to  their  aflertions,  and  a  great 
majority  of  the  public  thought  Robert  wholly  in- 
nocent. 

Daniel  Perreau  and  Robert  Perreau  were  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn  on  the  I7th  of  January,  1776. 

On  the  Sunday  following  the  bodies  were  car- 
ried from  the  houfe  of  Robert  in  Golden-fquare, 
and,  after  the  ufual  Solemnities,  depofited  in  the 
vault  of  St.  Martin's  church.  The  coffins  were 
covered  with  black  cloth  and  nails,  and  a  black 
plate  on  each,  inscribing  their  names,  the  day  of 
their  death,  and  their  ages,  (42)  being  twin  bro- 
thers. They  were  carried  in  (eparate  hearfes  ; 
their  friends  attending  in  mourning  coaches.  The 
A  a  2  croud 
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croud  was  fo  great,  that  the  company  could  with 
difficulty  get  into  the  church;  but  at  length  the 
ceremony  was  decently  performed,  and  the  mob 
difperfed. 

A  few  reflections  naturally  arife  on  this  occafion. 
There  was  great  guilt  fotnewhere  ;  but  where  it 
lay  the  public  will  determine.  One  would  imagine 
that  if  Robeit  Perreau  had  been  guilty,  he  would 
rot  have  returned  to  Drummond's,  nor  went  to 
Adair's,  after  being  fufpecled.  Charity  wiil  fup- 
pofe  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  his  friendfhip  for  his 
brother,  and  loft  his  life  through  the  telling  of  a 
lye ;  a  ftrong  argument  for  a  ftri£l  adherence  to 
truth  in  all  we  fay. 

A  very  ingenious  writer  on  this  fubjecl;  fays, 
"  Upon  a  drfpaflionate  view  of  the  above  trial, 
"  js  it  not  poflible  that  the  plaufible  promifes  of  an 
*'  artful  impoftor,  aided  by  the  vain  hope  of  being 
•'  made  rich  and  great  by  her  pretended  connex- 
*'  ions,  may  have  operated  on  a  credulous,  though 
"  otherwise  fcnfible  mind  ;  like  as  a  gypfey's  tale 
**  is  frequently  found  to  do  on  weak  and  unfuf- 
*5  peeling  women  ?  If  fo,  it  will  naturally  account 
'  for  the  abfurdsty  of  the  prifoner's  pretending  an 
*;  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Willianf  Adair,  whom  he 
"  had  never  feen,  and  was  ft riclly  enjoined  not  to 
<c  fee;  and  for  all  the  fallacious  pretences  that 
"  followed." 

After  this  quotation,  we  {hall  fay  no-  mgre  on 
this  bufmefs,  but  proceed  to  the  trial  of  Mrs. 
ttudd. 
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Account  of  'he  Trial  and  Acquittal  of  iMARGA- 
RhT  CAROLINE  RUDD,  on  a  Charge  of 
For%  try. 

ON  the  i6th  of  September,  1775,  Mrs.  Rudd 
was  put  to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to  be 
tried  for  forgery;  but  the  counfel  for  the  pnfoner 
pleading  that,  as  (he  had  been  already  admitted 
an  evidence  for  the  crown,  it  was  unprecedented 
to  detain  her  for  trial,  and  the  judges  differing  in 
opinion  on  the  point  of  law,  fhe  was  remanded  to 
prifon,  till  the  opinion  of  the  judges  cou^d  be 
taken  on  a  fubjc-sft  of  fo  much  importance. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1775,  Margaret  Caro- 
line Rudd  was  indi&ed  for  feionioufly  forging  a 
bond,  purporting  to  be  figned  by  William  Adair, 
and  for  feionioufly  uttering  and  publiCbing  the 
fame. 

Having  been  brought  to  the  bar  in  September 
feflions,  to  plead  to  the  faid  indictment,  and  her 
counfel  contending  that  (he  ought  not  to  be  tried, 
as  fhe  bad  acknowledged  herfeJf  an  accomplice, 
and  had  been  admitted  an  evidence  by  the  magif- 
trates  ;  and  the  judges  "  differing  in  opinion  on 
"  the  point  of  law;  reference  was  had  to  the  opi- 
"  nion  of  all  the  judges,  that  the  matter  might  be 
<;  finally  fettled,  how  far,  under  what  circum- 
"  fiances,  and  in  what  manner,  an  accomplice, 
"  received  as  a  witnefs,  ought  to  be  entitled  to 
"  favour  and  mercy." 

Mr.  juftice  Afton  now  addreffed  the  prifoner, 
informing  her  that  eleven  of  the  judges  had  met 
(the  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas  being  in- 
clifpofed) "  and  were  unanimous  in  opinion,  that, 
"  in  cafes  not  within  any  ftatute,  an  accomplice, 

'*  who 
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"  who  fully  difclofes  the  joint  guilt  of  himfelf  and 
"  his  companions,  and  is  admitted  by  juftices  of 
"  the  p.  ace  as  a  witness,  and  who  appears  to  have 
"  a&fd  a  fair  and  ingenuous  part  in  the  difclofure 
"  of  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafes  in  which  he 
"  has  been  concerned,  ought  not  to  be  profecmed 
cc  for  the  offences  fo  by  him  confefled,  but  cannot 
"  by  law  plead  this  in  bar  of  any  indictment,  but 
*f  merely  as  an  equitable  claim  to  mercy  from  the 
*'  crown:  and  nine  of  the  judges  were  of  opinion, 
"  that  all  the  circumiiances  relative  to  this  claim 
"  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  court,  to  enable  the 
*c  jr*»ges  to  exercife  their  discretion,  whether  the 
"  trial  fhould  proceed  or  not.      With  refpecl  to 
"  the  cafe  before  them,  the  fame  nine  judges  were 
"  of  opinion,  that  if  the  matter  flood  fingly  upon 
"  the  two  informations  of  the  prifoner,  compared 
"  with  the  indictments  againft  her,  (he  ought  to 
"  have  been  tried  upon  all,  or  any  of  them,  for 
"  from  her  informations  me  is  no  accomplice  : 
"  fhe  exhibits  a  charge  againft  Robert  and  Daniel 
"  Perreau,  the  firft  ioliciting   her  to  imitate  the 
"  hand-writing  of  William  Adair,  the  other  forcing 
"  her  to  execute  the  forgery  under  the  threat  of 
"  death.    Her  two  informations  are  contradictory  : 
"  if  (he  has  fupprefled  the  truth,  fhe  has  no  equi- 
"  table  claim  to  favour  ;  and  if  fhe  has  told  the 
"  truth,  and  the  whole  truth,  fhe  cannot  be  con- 
"  vifted.    As  to  the  indictments  preferred  againft 
"  her  by  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  as  her  informa- 
"  tions  before  the  juflices  have  no  relation  to  his 
"  charges,  (he  can  claim  no  fort  of  advantage  from 
"  thefe  informations." 

The  trial  was  now  proceeded  on.   The  principal 
evidences  were,  the  wife  of  Robert  Perreau,  and 
John  Moody  a  fervant  to  Daniel.  The  firft  endea- 
voured 
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voured  to  prove  that  the  bond  was  publifhed,  the 
latter  that  it  was  forged.  Sir  Thomas  Frankland 
pioved  that  he  had  lent  money  on  the  bond.  It 
was  obje&ed  by  the  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  that 
Mrs.  Perreau  was  an  incompetent  witnefs,  as  (he 
would  be  inteiefled  in  the  event ;  but  the  court 
over-ruled  this  objection. 

Mrs.  Perreau  depofed,  that,  on  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, (he  faw  Mrs.  Rudd  deliver  a  bond  to  her 
hufband,  which  he  laid  on  the  table  while  he 
bruihed  his  coat  ;  that  it  was  for  ^5300,  payable 
to  Robert  Perreau,  and  figned  William  Adair;  and 
that  it  was  witneffed  in  the  names  of  Arthur  Jones 
and  Thomas  Start,  or  Hart.  Mr.  Perreau  being 
aflced  when  file  again  faw  the  bond,  faid  it  was 
brought  to  her  on  the  8th  of  March,  (the  day  after 
her  hulband  was  convicted)  when  fhe  felecled  it 
from  other  bonds  delivered  to  him  on  the  24th 
of  Decernb  r.  She  made  her  mark  oh  it,  and  de- 
pofed  that,  when  it  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Perreau, 
Mrs.  Rudd  faid,"  Mr.  Adair  would  be  very  much 
"  obliged  to  Mr.  Perreau  to  try  to  raife  upon 
"  that  bond  the  fum  of  £4000  of  Sir  Thomas 
*'  Frankland." 

Serjeant  Davy  crofs-exarnined  Mrs.  Perreau. 
She  acknowledged  that  till  the  24th  of  December 
fhe  had  never  feen  a  bond  in  her  life,  and  that, 
on  her  firft  fig  lit  of  that  in  quettion,  fhe  had  no 
fufpicion  "  that  any -thing  was  wrong."  Being* 
alked  how  (he  could  rccollecr,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  months,  the  names,  the  fum,  and  the  feveral 
circumftances  refpecling  the  bond,  Ihe  faid,  "  I 
"  have  the  happinels  to  have  a  good  memory." 
Bemor  afked  if  fhe  had  not  examined  the  other 
bon  j.  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  faid  fhe  had.  It  was 
demanded  if  her  memory  had  retained  the  date  or 

fum 
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fum  in  any  other  paper  produced  to  her.  She  re- 
plied, "  I  do  not  remember." 

John  Moody;  who  had  been  feivant  with  Mrs. 
Rudd,  depofed  that  his  miftrefs  wrote  two  different 
hands,  a  common  and  a  feigned  one;  that  in  her 
common  hand  fhe  noted  the  ufual  bufmefs  of  the 
houfe  ;  but  that  when  fhe  wrote  letters,  as  coming 
from-William  Adair,  fhe  wrote  her'feigned  hand. 
A  bond  figned  William  Adair  was  now  (hewn  him  ; 
and  he  faid,  "  the  name  appears  to  be  the  fame 
"  hand  the  letters  were  wrote  in,  which  I  gave  to 
"  Daniel  Perreau,  as  coming  from  Mr.  William 

tv 

"  Adair,  and  which  I  faw  Mrs.  Rudd  write  the 
"  directions  of."  He  was  afked  if  he  thought  Mr. 
Adair's  name  was  of  the  prifoner's  writing.  He 
replied,  "  I  believe  it  is  her  hand-writing." 

Onhiscrofs-examination,he  owned  that  he  had 
never  feen  Mrs.  Rudd  write  Mr.  Adair's  name.* 

Thus  flood  the  evidence.  Sir  Thomas  Frank- 
land  proved  the  lending  Robert  Perreau  .£4000  on 
the  bond  in  queflion,  and  that  he  had  given  him 
*c  a  draft  for  ^3890,  deducting  the  dilcount  of 
".£"5000  formeily  lent,  with  the  difcount  of  the 
"  money  then  borrowed,  and  1 5/.  i  oj.  for  a  lottery 
<:  ticket:  that  he  had  fince  received,  among  other 
*£  things,  jewels  to  the  value  of  .^2800,  with 
*r  women's  wearing  apparel,  &c.  which  might,  for 
"  what  he  knew,  be  the  prifoner's,  but  were  ibid 
'*  to  him  by  the  two  Perreaus  by  a  bill  of  fale, 

Chriitian  Hart  depofed,  that  fhe  had  received 
a  paper  from  the  prifoner.  tending  to  prove  that 

there 


*  No  doubt  this  was  true. — If  ihe  wrote  it  at  all, 
fhe  had  too  much  art  to  let  a  fervant  be  witnefs  of 
fuch  a  tranfa&ion, 
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there  was  a  combination  againfl  her  life,  to  have 
been  concerted  at  the  houfe  of  this  witnefs,  by  Sir 
Thomas  Frankland  and  the  friends  of  the  Per- 
rcaus.  Our  readers  will  give  what  credit  they 
pleafe  to  this  evidence. 

It  was  now 'demanded  of  Mrs.  Rudd,  what  fhe 
would  fay  in  her  defence.  She  addrefled  the  jury 
in  a  ftiort,  but  fenfible  fpeech,  and  concluded  in 
thefe  words,  "  Gentlemen,  ye  are  honeft  men, 
"  and  I  am  fafe  in  your  hands." 

The  jury,  after  a  fhort  confutation,  gave  their 
verdift  in  the  following  fingular,  and  perhaps  un- 
precedented wo*ds:  "  According  to  the  evidence 
"  before  tts9  NOT  GUILTY." 

The  verdift  was  no  fooner  given,  than  Mrs. 
Rudd  quitted  the  court,  and  retired  to  the  houfe 
of  a  friend  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town. 

There  is  a  myftery  in  the  (lory  of  the  brothers 
Perreau,  and  Mrs.  Rudd,  that  no  perfon  but  the 
latter  can  clear  up.  We  are  told  that  fhe  is  yet 
living*  ;  but  we  hope  that,  before  fhe  quits  this 
world,  fhe  will  difcover  the  fecrets  of  atranfa&ion 
concerning  which  the  public  opinion  has  been 
fo  much  divided.  The  Perreaus  v/ere  guilty,  or 
they  were  not;  and  it  is  only  from  Mrs.  Rudd 
the  truth  can  be  known.  A  declaration  of  the 
faft,  if  fhe  was  guilty,  could  not  now  affecl:  her, 
as  fhe  was  acquitted  by  the  laws  of  her  country, 
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An  authentic  Account  of  the  Proceedings  in  tjie 
Houfe  of  Peers  on  tne  Trial  of  ELIZABETH 
DUTCHESS  of  KINGSTON,  for  Bigamy. 

ABOUT  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
Monday  the  I5th  of  April,  1776,  the  peer- 
cfles,  foreign  ambafladors,  &c.  concluded  the  cere- 
mony of  afluming  their  refpe&ive  places  in  Weft- 
minfter  hall;  and  at  half  paft  ten  her  Majefty,  ac- 
companied by  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  bifhop  of 
Ofnaburgh,  two  other  young  princes,  and  the  prin- 
cefs  royal,  and  attended  by  lord  and  lady  Holder- 
neffe,  lord  Hinchinbroke,  and  others  of  the  nobi- 
lity, entered  the  hall  from  the  duke  of  Newcaftle's 
houfe  in  New  Palace  Yard,  and  took  her  feat  in 
the  centre  of  his  grace's  gallery. 

The  proceffion  came  into  the  hall  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  at  a  quarter  paft  eleven  :  the  elded  fons 
of  peers,  preceded  by  the  domeflics  of  the  lord 
high  fteward,  matters  in  chancery,  king's  ferjeants 
and  judges,  barons,  bifhops,  vifcounts,  earls,  mar- 
quiffes  and  dukes  ;  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  the  lord 
high  fteward,  with  black  rod  on  his  right,  and  gar- 
ter on  his  left;  the  lord  prefident,  and  the  lord 
privy-feal.  The  barons  proceeded  to  their  feats 
next  the  bar,  the  junior  barons  taking^he  left  hand 
feat  next  the  bar,  and  the  other  baron^  following 
in  that  order  till  the  feats  were  filled  in  the  front 
of  the  court.  The  archbifhops  and  bilhops  occu- 
pied the  fide  benches  on  the  right,  and  the  dukes 
the  benches  extending  from  the  throne  to  the 
table. 

The  perfons  who  compofed  the  court  having 
taken  their  feats  with  the  u/ual  formalities,  the  lord 
high  fteward  dire&e<jl  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to 
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read  the  certiorarit  the  return  thereof,  the  caption 
of  the  indidlment,  the  indictment  itfelf,  and  other 
official  papers ;  which  being  done,  the  ferjeant  at 
arms  made  proclamation  for  the  ufher  of  the  black 
rod  to  place  the  prifoner  at  the  bar. 

The  dtrtchefs  then  came  forward,  attended  by 
Mrs.  Egerton,  Mrs.  Barrington,  and  Mifs  Chud- 
leigh,  three  of  the  ladies  of  her  bedchamber,  and 
her  chaplain,  phyfician.  and  apothecary ;  and  as 
Ihe  approached  the  bar  fhe  made  three  reverences, 
and  then  dropped  on  her  knees,  when  the  lord 
high  fteward  laid,  *'  Madam,  you  may  rife." 
Having  rifen,  fhe  curtfied  to  the  lord  high  fteward 
and  the  houfe  of  peers;  and  her  compliments 
were  returned. 

Proclamation  being  made  for  filence,  the  lord 
fteward  mentioned  to  the  prifoner  the  fatal 
confequences  attending  the  crime  of  which  fhe 
flood  indicted,  fignifying  that,  however  alarming 
and  awful  her  prefent  circumftances,  fhe  might 
derive  great  confolation  from  confidering  that  fhe 
was  to  be  tried  by  the  moft  liberal,  candid,  and 
auguft  affembly  in  the  univerfe. 

The  dutchefs  then  read  a  paper,  fetting  forth 
that  fhe  wasguiltlefs  of  the  offence  alledged  againft 
her,  and  that  the  agitation  of  her  mind  arofe  not 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  but  from  the  pain- 
ful circumftance  of  being  called  before  fo  awful  a 
tribunal  on  a  criminal  accufation;  begging,  there- 
fore, that  if  ihe  was  deficient  in  the  obfervance  of 
any  ceremonial  points,  herfailure  might  not  be  un- 
derftood  as  proceeding  from  wilful  difrefpect,  bt.t 
be  attributed  to  the  unfortunate  peculiarity  of  her 
fituation.  It  was  added  in  the  paper,  that  fhe  had 
travelled  from  Rome  in  fo  dangerous  a  flate  of 
health,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  her  to  be  conveyed 
13  b  2  in 
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in  alitter ;  and  that  fhe  was  perfectly  fatisfied  that 
fhe  fhould  have  a  fair  trial,  fincethe  determination 
refpefting  her  caufe,  on  which  materially  depended 
her  honour  and  fortune,  would  proceed  from  the 
moft  unprejudiced  and  auguft  affembly  in  the 
world. 

The  lord  high  fleward  defired  the  lady  to  give 
attention  while  (he  was  arraigned  on  an  indidhnent 
for  bigamy.  Proclamation  for  ii!ence  being  made, 
the  dutchefs  (who  had  been  permitted  to  fit)  arofe, 
and  read  a  paper,  reprefenting  to  the  court  that 
fhe  was  advifed  by  her  counfel  to  plead  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court  in  the  year  1769, 
as  a  bar  to  her  being  tried  on  the  prefent  indict- 
ment. The  lord  high  fteward  informed  her  that  fhe 
muft  plead  to  the  indiclment;  in  confequence  of 
which  fhe  was  arraigned ;  and,  being  afked  by  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  whether  fhe  was  guilty  of  the 
felony  with  which  ihe  flood  charged,  fhe  anfwered 
with  great,  firmnefs,  "  Not  guilty,  my  lords."  The 
clerk  of  the  crown  then  afking  her  how  fhe  would 
be  tried,  fhe  faid,  "  by  God  and  her  peers ;"  on 
which  the  clerk  faid,  "  God  fend  your  ladyfhip  a 
"  good  deliverance." 

The  ferjeant  at  arms  made  proclamation  for  all 
perfons  who  had  evidence  to  produce  againft  the 
prifoner  to  appear.  The.  lord  high  fteward  re- 
quefted,  that,  as  his  feat  was  fo  diftant  from  the 
tar,  he  might  be  allowed,  for  the  convenience  of 
hearing,  to  go  to  the  table;  to  vvh'ch  the  court 
readily  acquicfced. 

Mr.  Dunning,  in  a  concife  fpeech,  opened  the 
pleadings  in  fupport  of  the  profecution.  He  was 
followed  by  Mi.  Thurlowe,  the  attorney  general, 
who  learnedly  animadverted  on  the  plea  advanced 
by  the  prifoner,  and  faid  that,  being  cdunfel  for 
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the  profecution,  it  became  his  duty  to  declare  his 
opinion  on  the  cafe  in  queftion,  which  was,  that 
he  could  not  difcover  any  reafonable  foundation 
for  the  plea  urged  by  the  prifoner;  and  he  defired 
that,  if  there  were  reafons  fufficient  to  fupport  it, 
they  might  be  produced  by  the  counfel  on  the 
oppofite  fide. 

Lord  Mansfielcl  moved,  that  a  proper  officer  from 
Doctors  Commons  might  rer.d  the  fentence  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  court.  Hereupon  the  attorney  gene- 
ral faid  that  it  would  be  necefTary  for  all  the  alle- 
gations, replications,  &c.  on  which  the  fentence  was 
founded,  to  be  read;  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
read  the  allegations,  and 'was  proceeding  with  tha 
replications,  when  lord  Mansfield  obferved,  that  it 
would  not  be  neceflary  to  read  the  latter  papers, 
fmce  the  counfel,  in  the  courfe  of  their  pleadings, 
would  introduce  the  material  arguments  therein 
contained. 

Mr.  Wallace  rofe  to  reply  to  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, and  in  an  eloquent  (train  of  forcible  argument 
endeavoured  to  prove  the  determination  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  court  to  be  conclufive.  Mr.  Wallace 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Mansfield,  who  difplayed 
great  ingenuity  and  learning  in  fupport  of  the 
lame  do6trine. 

Doctor  Calvert,  a  civilian,  fpoke  nearly  for  the 
fpace  of  two  hours,  and  produced  many  precedents 
to  prove  the  fentence  of  the  confiftory  court  to  be 
definitive  and  irrevocable.  The  fame  ground  of 
argument  was  purfued  by  Dr.  Wynne,  another 
civilian,  who  alfo  quoted  feveral  cafes  in  point  in 
behalf  of  the  Dutchefs  ;  and  on  the  conclufion  of 
this  gentleman's  fpeech  the  court  was  adjourned 
on  the  motion  of  lord  Cower. 

The 
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The  bufinefs  of  the  fecond  day  was  opened  by 
tfce  lord  high  fteward,  who  defned  the  counfel  for 
her  Grace  to  reply  to  the  arguments  advanced  on 
the  preceding  day  againft  evidence  being  admitted 
in  fuppovt  of  the  profecution. 

The  attorney  general  entered  upon  a  minute 
examination  of  the  pleadings  on  the  other  fide, 
and  endeavoured  to  confute  the  arguments  of  the 
counfel  and  civilians,  and  to  prove  that  the  cafes 
they  had  quoted  were  ill  applied,  and  undefei  ving 
authority.  This  gentleman  fpoke  about  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes. 

The  folicifor  general  then  arofe,  and  delivered 
a  learned  and-  elaborate  fpeech,  wherein  he  was 
exfremely  fevere  on  the  confiftory  court,  faying  he 
could  not  allovy  authority  to  that  doctrine  which 
puts  the  decifions  of  that  court  above  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  temporal  ones.  He  faid,  that  if  the 
fentences  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court  were  to  be 
deemed  conclufive,  perfons  addicted  to  indulge  a 
difpofition  to  variety  might  each,  by  the  exercife 
of  induRry  and  ingenious  collufion,  gratify  his 
paflions  with  feventy-five  wives  before  attaining  his 
thirtieth  year.  His  witty  and  humorous  allufions 
frequently  prove ked  a  general  laugh  at  the  expence 
of  Dociors  Commons ;  and  he  concluded  with 
giving.it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  fupreme  court  of 
legiflature  was  inverted  with  an  indifputable  power 
of  reverting  the  decifions  of  the  confiftory  courts. 
Mr.  Dunning  fpoke  next,  flrongly  fupporting  the 
arguments  o£  the  folicitor  general,  and  producing 
feveral  -authorities  from  the  law-books  in  juftifi- 
cation  of  his  opinion,  that  the  plea  could  not  be 
admitted  a.^a  bar  againft  calling  evidence  to  prove 
the  criminality  of  the  prifoner. 

2  Dofter 
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Doclor  Harris,  a  civilian,  rofe  in  behalf  of  the 

profecution;  and.  taking  an  extenfive  view  of  the 
pleadings  of  the  Do6lors  Calvert  and  Wynne,  ex- 
erted his  utmoft  power  to  prove  them  nugatory.* 

Lord  Talbot  then  addreflcd  the  court,  obferving, 
.that  as  the  matter  in  agitation  was  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, both  to  the  noble  prifonen,  and  the  right 
honourable  court  in  general,  :The,rjlead'.ngs  on  botli 
tides  could  not  be  weighed  witb|fcbo  minute  an  at- 
tention ;  and  left  the  memory  mould  be  encumbered 
(candidly  acknowledging  that  he  had  already  heard 
more  than  he  believed  his  mind  would  retain)  he 
moved  for  the  court  to  adjourn  to  the  chamber  of 
parliament.  Hereupon  the  lord  high  fteward  came' 
from  the  table  to  the  throne,  and  requeued  to  be 
informed  whether  it  was  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe 
to  adjourn  ;  and  the  queftion  being  put,  it  palled 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  Friday  the  J9th  of  April  Mr.  Wallace  was 
called  upon  by  the  lord  high  fteward  to  reply  in 
behalf  of  the  prifoner.  Lord  Ravenfvvorth  then 
begged  he  might  propofe  a  queftion  to  the  counfel 
at  the  bar.  His  lordfhip's  quefticui  was,  "  Is  the 
"  fentence  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court  in  this  cafe 
"  final  and  conclulive,  or  is  it  not  ?"  Upon  this 
lord  Mansfield  faid,  "  If  the  noble  lord  m^ans — Is 
*'  there  any  precedent  for  reverfing  the  fentence 
*'  of  the  ecclefiaftrcal  court  ?  the  anfv/er  muft  cer«  • 
**  tainly  be  m  the  negative.  •  As  to  any  other 
*'  meaning,  the  queftion  is  in  debate  among  the 
"  counfel  at  the  bar,  and  has  been  ib  thefe  three 
"  days." 

Mr. -Wallace  then  largely  expatiaied  in  fupport 
of  his  former  cafes,  and  pleaded  powerfully  in  re- 
futation of  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  counfel 
on  the  oppolite  fide,  producing  many  other  cafes  in 

point, 
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point,  and  urging  that  they  were  incontrovertible- 
The  next  fpeaker  was  Dr.  Calvert,  who  pleaded 
very  ably  in  fupport  of  the  power  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
rical  court:  he  conducted  with  infifting  that  the 
fentence  of  the  conuftory  court  was  indifputably  a 
legal  plea  in  bar  of  evidence  being  produced  againft 
the  prifoner. 

It  being  intimated  that  the  counfel  for  the  Dutch- 
efs  had  concluded  their  replies,  a  motion  was  made 
by  lord  Gower  for  adjourning  to  the  parliament 
chamber,  and  for  allowing  her  Grace  permiffion  to 
retire  to  her  apartment  till  the  peers  fhould  return 
into  court ;  upon  which  the  ford  high  fteward  ad- 
journed the  court  about  half  paft  three  o'clock. 

The  peers  having  taken  their  feats  in  the  parlia- 
ment chamber,  lord  Camden  propofed  the  follow, 
ing  queftions  to  the  judges: — "  Whether  it  was 
<l  their  opinion  that  the  court  had  power  to  call 
"  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  profecution  ?  or  whe- 
"  ther  they  deemed  the  fentence  of  the  ecclefiafti- 
cc  cal  court  conclufive  and  irrevocable  ?  and  whe- 
"  ther  the  profecutor  could  or  could  not  proceed 
"  in  this  court  againft  the  prifoner  for  obtaining 
"  the  decifion  of  the  confiftory  court  by  collufion 
"  and  fraud  ?"  The  opinion  of  the  judges  was, 
"  That  in  either  cafe  theprofecutor  was  authorifed 
"  to  enter  i»to  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  indicl- 
"  ment  on  which  the  prifoner  ftood  arraigned." 

In  confequence  of  the  above  determination,  the 
houfe,  after  having  withdrawn  for  about  half  an 
hour,  returned  into  court ;  and  the  lord  high  ftew- 
ard informed  the  attorney  general,  that  he  was  dj- 
re&ed  by  their  lordfliips  to  order  him  to  proceed 
with  the  trial. 

Mr.  Attorney  then  explained  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  he  meant  to  produce,  and  recapitulated  a 

great 
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great  number  of  fa&s  and  circumftances  from  the 
year  1742,  previous  to  the  fuppofed  marriage  of 
her  Grace  with  Mr.  Hervey,  to  the  time  of  her 
marriage  with  the  late  dulce  of  Kingfton. 

The  folicitor  general  rofe  to  examine  the  wit- 
nefles,  and  Ann  Ci  addock  being  called  to  the  bar, 
the  duke  of  Richmond  obferved,  that  it  would  be 
proper  for  her  to  Hand  at  a  greater  diftance  from 
the  prifoner,  and,  after  fome  debate  on  this  head, 
Mr.  Quarme,  deputy  ufher  of  the  black  rod,  was 
placed  between  them.  One  of  the  clerks  of  the 
houle  put  the  queltions  from  the  >  ounfel,  and  de- 
live  led  the  aniwers  of  the  witnefs  with  an  audible 
voice. 

The  evidence  of  Anne  Craddock  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpofe :— 1  have  known  her  Grace  the 
duichefsof  Kingfton  ever  fince  the  year  1742;  at 
which  time  fhe  came  on  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Merrill's,  at 
Launcefton  in  Hampftiire,  during  the  Winchefter 
rares.  At  th<tt  time  I  lived  in  the  family  of  Mrs. 
Hanmer,  Mifs  Chudleigh's  aunt,  who  was  then  on 
a  vifit  at  Mr.  Merrill's,  where  Mr.  Hervey  and 
Mils  Chudleigh  firil  met,  and  foon  conceived  a 
mutual  attachment  towards  each  other.  They  were 
privately  married  one  evening  about  eleven  o'clock 
in  Launceilon  church,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Mountney,  Mrs.  Hanmer,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ames, 
the  re&or,  who  performed  the  ceremony  and  my- 
felt.  I  was  ordered  out  of  the  church,  to  entice  Mr.: 
Merrill's  fervants  out  of  the  way.  I  fctw  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  put  to  bed  ogether ;  and  Mrs. 
Hanmer  obliged  them  to  rife  again :  they  went  to 
bed  together  the  night  following.  In  a  few  days 
Mr.  Htrvey  was  uhdei  the  necelTity  of  going  to> 
Poi  tfmouth,  in  order  to  embark  on  board  Sir  John 
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Danvers's  fleet,  in  which  he  was  a  lieutenant  j  and 
being  ordered  to  call  him  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  went  into  the  bed-chamber  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  and  found  him  and  his  lady  fleeping 
in  bed  together,  and  was  unwilling  to  difturb  them, 
thinking  the  delay  of  an  hour  or  two  would  not  be 
of  any  confequence.  My  hufband,  to  whom  I  was 
not  married  till  after  the  time  I  have  mentioned, 
accompanied  Mr.  Hervey  in  the  capacity  of  his  fer- 
vant.  When  Mr.  Hervey  returned  from  the  Medi- 
terranean, his  lady  and  he  lived  together.  I  then 
thought  her  in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy.  Some  months 
after  Mr.  Hervey  went  again  to  fea,  and  during  his 
abfence  I  was  informed  that  the  lady  was  brought 
to  bed.  She  herfelf  told  me  me  had  a  little  boy 
at  nurfe,  and  that  his  features  greatly  refembled 
thofe  of  Mr.  Hervey. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  afked  the  witnefs,  whether 
(he  had  feen  the  child?  and  (he  anfwered  in  the 
negative.  His  Grace  alfo  afked,  whether,  as  the 
ceremony  was  performed  at  night,  there  were  any 
lights  in  the  church?  In  reply  to  which  (he  faid, 
Mr.  Mountney  had  a  wax  light  fixed  to  the  crown 
of  his  hat.  In  reply  to  queftions  propofed  by  lord 
Hillfborough,  the  witnefs  acknowledged  that  me 
had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Foffard,  of  Picca* 
dilly,  containing  a  promifeof  a  iinecure  place,  on 
condition  of  her  appearing  to  give  evidence  againft 
the  lady  at  the  bar,  and  expreffing  that  if  (he 
thought  proper  (he  might  fhew  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Hervey. 

On  Saturday  the  2Oth  of  April  Anne  Craddock 
was  further  examined.  The  lords  Derby,  Hillfbo- 
rough, Buckinghamihire,  and  others,  queftioning 
her  whether  (he  had  not'been  promifed  a  reward 
by  the  profecutor,_  on  condition  of  her  giving 
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evidence  toconviftthe  prifoner;  her  anfwerswere 
evafive,  but  fhe  was  at  length  brought  to  acknow- 
ledge that  pecuniary  offers  had  been  made  to  in- 
duce her  to  give  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  pro- 
fecution.,, 

Mrs.  Sophia  Pettiplace,  fitter  to  lord  Howe, 
was  next  examined  ;  but  her  evidence  was  of  no 
confcquence.  She  lived  with  her  Grace  at  the 
time  when  her  fuppofed  marriage  took  pUce  with 
Mr  Hervey,  but  was  not  prefent  at  the  ceremony; 
and  (he  only  believed  that  the  Dutchefs  had  men- 
tioned the  circumftance  to  her. 

Caefar  Hawkins,  Efq;  depofed,  that  he  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  Dutchefs  feveral  years,  he  be- 
lieved not  lefs  than  thirty,  lie  had  heard  of  a 
marriage  between  Mr.  Hervey  and  the  lady  at  the 
bar,  which  circumftance  was  afterwards  mentioned 
to  him  by  both  parties,  previous  to  Mr.  Hervey's 
laft  going  to  fea.  By  the  defire  of  her  Grace  he 
was  in  the  room  when  the  iflue  of  the  marriage  was 
born,  and  once  faw  the  child.  He  was  fent  for  by 
Mr.  Hervey  foon  after  his  return  from  fea,  and  de- 
fired  by  him  to  wait  upon  the  lady  with  propofals 
for  procuring  a  divorce,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
when  her  Grace  declared  herfelf  absolutely  deter- 
mined againft  liftening  to  fuch  terms;  and  he  knew 
that  many  meflages  pafled  on  the  fubjeft.  Her 
Grace  fome  time  after  informed  him,  at  his  own 
houfe,  that  fhe  had  inftituted  a  jactitation  fuit 
againft  Mr.  Hervey  in  Doctors  Commons.  On 
another  vifit  fhe  appeared  very  grave,  and  defiring 
him  to  retire  into  another  apartment,  faid  fhe  was 
exceedingly  unhappy,  in  confequence  of  an  oath, 
which  fhe  had  long  dreaded,  having  been  tendered 
to  her  at  Doftors  Commons,  to  difavow  her  mar- 
riage, which  Ihe  would  not  do  for  ten  thoufand 
C  c  2  worlds. 
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Upon  another  vifit,  a  fhort   time  after,   fhe  in- 
formed him,  that  a  fentence    had  paffed  in    her 
favour    at    Doctors  Commons,   which  would  be 
irrevocable,   unlefs   Mr.  Hervey  purfued   certain 
rneafures  within  a  limited  time,  which  fhe  did  not 
apprehend  he  would  do.     Hereupon  he  enquired 
how  file  got  over  the  oath ;  and  her  reply  was,  that 
the  circumftance  of  her  mamage  was  fo  blencied 
with  falfities,  that  fhe  could  eafily  reconcile  the 
matter  to  her  confcience  ;  fince  the  ceremony  was 
a  bufmefs  of  fo  fcrambling  and  fhabby  a  nature, 
that  (he  could  as  fafelj  fwear  fhe  was  not,  as  that 
file  was  married. 

Judith  Phillips  being  called,  fwore,  that  fhe  was 
the  widovv  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Ames;  that  fhe  re- 
membered when  her  late  hufband  performed  the 
marriage  ceremony  between  Mr.  Heivey  and  the 
prifoner;  that  fhe  was  not  prefent,  but  derived  her 
information  from  her  hufband  ;  that  fome  time 
after  the  marriage  the  lady  defired  her  to  prevail 
upon  her  hufband  to  grant  a  certificate,  which  (he 
faid  fhe  believed  her  hufband  would  not  refufe  ; 
that  Mr.  Merrill,  who  accompanied  the  lady,  ad- 
vifed  her  to.  coniult  his  attorney  from  Worcefter; 
that,  in  compliance  with  the  attorney's  advice,  a 
jegiilei-book  was  purchafed,  and  the  marriage  in- 
fcjted  therein,  with  fome  late  burials  in  the  parifh. 
The  book  was  here  produced,  and  the  witnefs 
Iwote  to  the  writing  ot  her  late  hufband. 

The  writing  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Ames  was 
proved  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Inchin,  and  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  Dennis  ;  and  the  entry  of  a  caveat  to 
the  duke's  will  was  proved  by  a  clerk  from  Doc- 
tors Commons.  The  book  in  which  the  marriage 
of  the  duke  of.Kicgfton  with  the  lady  at  the  bar 
regiftered  on  the  8th  of  March,  1769,  wa$ 
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produced  by  the  reverend  Mr  Trebeck,  of  St. 
Margaiet'*,  Weflmmtter  ;  and  the  reverend  Mr. 
Samuel  Ilarpur,  of  the  Mufeum,  fwore.  that  he 
perfoimed  the  marriage  ceremony  between  the 
parties  on  the  day  mentioned  in  the  book  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Trebeck. 

Monday  the  22d  of  April,  after  the  attorney- 
general  had  declared  the  evidence  in  behalf  of  the 
piofecution  to  be  concluded,  the  lord  high  fteward 
called  upon  the  prifoner  for  her  defence,  which 
ih<  read  ;  and  the  following  are  the  moft  material 
arguments  it  contained,  to  invalidate  the  evidence 
adduced  by  the  profecutoi  :— >fhe  appealed  to  the 
Searcher  of  oil  hearts,  that  Hie  never  confidered 
heilelt    as    legally   married  to  Mr.   Hervey  ;   (he. 
faid  that  (he  conlidered  herfelf  as  a  (ingle  woman, 
and    as   fuch  was  addrefled  bv  the  late  duke  of 
Kingfton;    that,    influenced   by  a  legitimate  at- 
tachment to  his  Grace,  (he  inftituted  a  fuit  in  the 
ecclefialtical  court,  where  her  fuppofed  marriage 
witn  Mr.  Hervey  was  declared  null  and  void;  but, 
anxious  for  every  confcientious  as  well  as  legal 
fanclion    (he  fubmitted  an  authentic  Hate  of  her 
cafe  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who,  in  the 
moll  decifive  and   unreferved  manner,    declared 
that  (he  was  at  liberty  to  marry,  and  afterwards 
granted,  and  delivered  todo&or  Collier,  a  fpecial 
licende  for  her  marriage  with  the  late  duke  of  King- 
fton.   She  faid  that,  on  her  marriage,  ihe  experi- 
enced every  mark  of  gracious  eileern  from  their 
majefties,  and  her  'ate  royal  miftrefr,  the  princefs 
dowager  of  Wales,  and  was  publicly  recognized 
as  dutchefs  of  Kingfton.     Under  fuch  refpeftable 
fandlions  and  virtuous  motives  foi  the  condud  fhe 
purfued,  ftrengthened  by  a  decifion  that  had  been 
efteemed  condufive  and  irrevocable  lor  the  (pace 
pf  feven  centuries,  if  their  lord&ips  fhould  deem 

«     her 
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her  guilty,  on  any  rigid  principle  of  law,  ftie 
hoped,  nay  fhe  was  confcious,  they  would  attri- 
bute her  failure  as  proceeding  from  a  miftaken 
judgment  and  erroneous  advice,  and  not  ceniuie 
her  for  intentional  guilt. 

She  beftowed  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  de- 
ceafed  duke,  and  folemnly  allured  the  court,  that 
Ihe  had  in  no  one  inflance  abufed  her  afcendency 
over  him;  and  that,  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to 
engrofs  his  pofleflions,  fhe  had  declared  herfelf 
amply  provided  for  by  that  fortune  for  life  which 
he  was  extremely  anxious  to  bequeath  inperpetuity. 
As  to  the  neglect  of  the  duke's  eldett  nephew, 
fhe  faid  it  was  entirely  the  confequence  of  his 
difietpetVul  behaviour  to  her;  and  fhe  was  not 
diflatfshed  at  a  preference  to  another  nephew, 
whofe  refpecV,  and  attention  to  her  had  been  fuch 
as  the  duke  judged  to  be  her  due,  in  confequence 
of  her  advancement  to  the  honour  of  being  the 
wife  of  his  uncle. 

The  lord  high  fteward  defired  Mr.  Wallace  to 
proceed  with  the  evidence.  The  advocate  ftated 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  he  meant  to  produce, 
to  prove  that  Anne  Craddock  had  afleited  to  dif- 
ferent people,  that  (he  had  no  recollection  of  the 
marriage  between  Mr.  Hervey  and  the  lady  at  the 
bar;  and  that  fhe  placed  a  reliance  on  a  promife 
of  having  a  provifion  made  for  her  in  confequence 
of  the  evidence  fhe  was  to  give  on  the  prefent 
trial;  and,  to  invalidate  the  depofitions  of  Judith 
Phillips,  he  ordered  the  clerk  to  read  a  letter, 
wherein  fhe  fupplicated  her  Grace  to  exert  her 
influence  to  prevent  her  hufband's  difcharge  from 
the  duke's  fervice  ;  and  obferved,  that  Mrs  Phil- 
lips had,  on  the  preceding  day,  fwore,  that  her 
hufband  was  not  difmifled,  buc  voluntarily  quitted 
his  ftiition  in  the  houfhold  of  his  Grace. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Wallace  called  Mr.  Berkley,  lord  Briftol'8 
attorney,  whp  faid  his  lordfhip  told  him  he  was 
defirous  of  obtaining  a  divorce,  and  directed  him 
to  Anne  Craddock,  faying  (he  was  the  only  perfon 
then  living  who  was  prefent  at  his  marriage  ;  and 
that,  a  fhort  time  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  jactitation  fuit,  he  waited  upon  Anne  Crad- 
dock,  who  informed  him  that  her  memory  was  bad, 
and  that  fhe  could  remember  nothing  perfectly  in 
relation  to  the  marriage,  which  mult  have  been  a 
long  time  before. 

Anne  Pritchard  depofed,  that  about  three 
months  had  elapfed  fince  being  informed  by  Mrs. 
Craddock  that  fhe  expected  to  be  provided  for 
foon  after  the  trial,  and  of  being  enabled  to 
procure  a  place  in  the  cuftom-houfe  for  one  of  her 
relations. 

The  lord  high  fteward  addrefled  himfelf  to  tho 
court  ;  faying,  that  their  lordfhips  had  heard  the 
evidence  on  both  tides,  and  that  the  importance 
and  folemnity  of  the  o.ccafion  required  that  they 
fhould  feverally  pronounce  their  opinions  in  the 
abfence  of  the  prifoner,  obferving  that  the  junior 
baron  was  to  fpeak  firft. — Their  lordfhips  declared 
the  prifoner  to  be  guilty. 

Proclamation  being  made  for  the  ufher  of  the 
Black-rod  to  bring  the  prifoner  to  the  bar,  ftie 
no  fooner  appeared  than  the  lord  high  tteward 
informed  her  that  the  lords  had  maturely  confi- 
dered  the  evidence  adduced  againft  her,  and  like- 
wife  all  that  had  been  advanced  in  her  favour, 
and  had  pronounced  her  guilty  of  the  felony  for 
which  fhe  was  indicted,  fie  then  requeued  whe- 
ther ftie  had  any  thing  to  urge  againft  judgment 
being  pronounced.  Hereupon  the  lad  delivered 
a  paper,  containing  the  following  wu.di,  to  t>e 
read  by  the  clerk : 


fiOO 

"  i  plead  die  privilege  of  the  Peerage." 

After  this  the  lord  high  fteward  informed  her 
Grace,  that  the  lords  had  confidered  the  plea,  arid 
agreed  to  allow  it  ;  adding  words  to  this  effect, 
"  Madam,  you  will  be  difcharged  on  paying  the 
"ufual  fees." 

The  lady  appeared  to  be  perfectly  compofed 
and  recolle6ted  during  the  greareft  part  of  her 
long  and  important  trial;  but  when  fentence  was 
pronounced  fhe  fainted,  and  was  carried  out  of 
court. 

Sentence:  was  pronounced  upon  Elizabeth  Dut- 
chefs  of  Kingfton  on  Monday  the  22d  of  April, 
1776. 

Some  years  fubfequent  to  the  tranfaftion  on 
which  the  above  trial  was  founded,  the  legiGature 
made  ample  provifion  againft  every  fpecies  of 
clandeftine  andcollufive  marriages;  and  therefore 
we  (hall,  contrary  to  our  ufual  practice,  wave  the 
introduction  of  concluding  remarks,  fince  there 
can  be  no  neceffity  for  diffuafives  againft  crimes 
that  can  be  no  longer  committed. 


A  Narrative  of  the  fingular  Cafes  of  BENJAMIN 
BATES,  and  JOHN  GREEN,  who  were  con- 
vi&ed  of  Burglary,  repeatedly  Refpited,  and  at 
length  Pardoned. 

AT  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  the 
month  of  May,   1776,   Benjamin  Bates  and 
John  Green  were  indicted  for  breaking  and  enter- 
ing the  dwelling-houfe  of  James  Penleaze,  Efq; 
on  the  night  of  the  aoth  of  April  preceding,  and 

itealing 
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Healing  a  variety  of  valuable  articles,  principally 
plate,  to  the  amount  of  between  four  and  five 
hundred  pounds. 

Mrs.  Penleaze  fwore  that  the  windows  were 
ronftantly  barred  and  keyed  every  night;  that  the 
houfe  was  broke  open  ;  that  (he  heard  fomebody 
trying  to  open  the  chamber-door;  that  fhe  alarm- 
ed her  huiband ;  but  the  door  was  forced  open, 
and  four  men  immediately  entered  the  room,  one 
of  whom  had  a  dark  lanthorn  in  his  hand,  and 
another  a  bit  of  gauze  over  his  mouth,  tied  be- 
hind his  head  ;  that  two  of  them  got  on  the  bed, 
and  came  almoft  clofe  to  her  ;  that  one  of  thefe 
men  was  green,  of  whom  fhe  had  a  perfect  view  ; 
that  Bates  was  on  Mr.  Penleaze's  fide  of  the  bed; 
that  the  other  two  went,  one  on  each  fide,  to  the 
head  of  the  bed,  one  of  whom  held  a  piftol  to  her 
head,  and  the  other  held  a  cutlafs  before  her ; 
and  that  four  piftols  were  held  to  the  heads  of  her 
and  her  hufband  ;  that  they  faid,  "  they  came  for 
"  money,  and  would  have  it ;"  and  that  "  they 
*'  would  not  have  notes,  but  only  money." 

She  farther  depofed,  that  they  afked  what  money- 
was  in  the  houfe.  Mr.  Penleaze  directed  them  to 
a  flab  in  the  next  room  ;  but  this  deponent,  recol- 
lecbng  that  their  valuable  effects  were  in  that 
room,  directed  them  to  another,  in  the  hope  that 
fome  .perfon  would  come  to  their  relief.  Three 
of  them  went'out  of  the  room,  and  one  of  them 
ftaid  behind,  guarding  her  with  a  piftol  and  cut- 
lafs at  her  head.  * 

On  their  demanding  where  the  money  lay,  Mr. 

^Penleaze  faid  on  the  flab  in  the  room  on  the  right 

hand,  and  that  his  fon  had  received  a  final!  fum 

on  the  preceding  day,  which  he  had  not  accounted 

for.     The  thieves  enquiring  where  the  fon  flept, 

VOL.  V.  No.  46.         D  d  were 
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were  dire&ed  up  one  pair  of  flairs  higher:  on 
which  two  of  them  quitted  the  room,  but  did  not 
go  into  that  of  young  Mr.  Penleaze,  but  returned 
and  jufl  looked  into  the  chamber  of  the  parents. 

The  door  of  the  ftudy  was  foon  afterwards  broke 
open,  and  Mrs.  Penleaze  heard  the  rattling  of 
plate,  as  if  it  was  packing  up.  The  prifoners 
•were  foon  afterwards  apprehended,  and  carried 
before  Juftice  Wilmot,  who  committed  them  for 
trial. 

Mr.  Penleaze  fwore  to  his  houfe  being  broke 
open,  and  to  his  lofs;  but,  as  he  was  near-fighted, 
he  would  not  fwear  to  the  parties,  though  he  be- 
lieved Bates  had  prefented  a  piftol  to  his  head  as 
he  lay  in  bed. 

There  was  fome  collateral  evidence  of  afervant, 
and  another  woman,  refpefting  this  affair;  and  the 
jury  gave  a  verdict  of  guilty  againft  the  prifoners, 
though  a  number  of  perfons  appeared  to  teftify  to 
the  goodnefs  of  their  characters. 

We  do  not  mean,  by  what  has  been  here  faid, 
to  cenfure  the' verdict  of  the  jury  :  undoubtedly 
they  thought  the  evidence  before  them  fufficient  to 
conyicl:  the  prifoners;  but  this  (hort  tale  is  inferted 
to  IThew  the  fallibility  of  all  human  evidence  ;  for 
Bates  and  Green  were  not  the  men  who  committed 
this  robbery,  as  will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

The  writer  of  this  narrative  happened  by  mere 
accident  to  fall  into  company  with  one  of  the 
pt-age  officers  employed  by  the  keeper  of  Clerken- 
weli  Bridewell.  The  fituation  of  Bates  and  Green 
was  mentioned,  and,  for  reafons  then  adduced, 
fuppofeJ  to  be  a  very  hard  one.  The  writer  was 
flruck  with  the  circumftance,  and  inferted  various 
pai»giaphs  in  the  news-papers  in  favour  of  the 
unfortunate  men.  The  confequence  was,  that 

they 


B.  BAtES  &  J.  GREEN— for  Biirghry.   203 

they  were  refpited  from  time  to  time.  When  one 
refpite  was  nearly  expired,  another  was  folicited 
for  ;  and  at  length  Bates  and  Green  received  his 
majefty's  free  pardon  ;  but  not  till  a  perfon  who 
was  executed  in  the  country  had  confefled  that 
himfelf  and  fome  <*.:complices  were  guilty  of  the 
robbery  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Penleaze,  and  that 
the  convicted  parties  were  innocent. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but -Mrs.  Penleaze  be- 
lieved herlelf  certain  of  the  parties  againft  whom 
(he  fwore;  but  it  is  certain  that  fhe  was  rniftaken. 
The  parties  accufed  were  of  the  faireft  character, 
and  Bates  in  particular  remarkable  for  the  fingular 
inoftenfivenefs  of  his  difpofition.  The  inferences 
to  be  drawn  from  this  (lory  are,  that  perfons  giv- 
ing evidence  mould  be  extremely  cautious  in 
fwearing  to  the  identity  of  a  pritbner ;  and  juries 
fhould  be  equally  cautious  of  yielding  implicit 
belief  tc*  evidence,  however  pofitive,  unlefs  it  be 
attendee!  with  collateral  proof  of  gaik  in  the  party 
accufed 

On  this  occafion  Britons  have  caufe  to  triumph 
"ia  the  LIBERTY  OF  THE  PRESS.  If  News-papers 
had  not  been  printed  in  this  country,  the  lives  of 
two  honell  men  would  have  been  facrificed  to  the 
rigour  of  the  laws,  yet  no  party  concerned  have 
been  the  lead  to  blame.  The  ways  of  Providence 
are  myfterious ;  cafual  circumftances  frequently 
produce  great  effects  ;  and  a  life  may  be  Caved  or 
loft  by  an  accident  apparently  beneath  the  notice 
of  a  common  obierver. 


D  d  2  Account 
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Account  of  the  Trial  of  BARNARD  CHRISTIAN 
DE  NASSAW  DEITZ,  for  a  Mifdemeanor. 

AT  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  De- 
cember, 1776,  the  prifonej^above-mentioned 
was  indi&ed  for  cauling  to  be  engraved  and  cut  in 
mezzotinto,  on  a  plate  of  copper,  a  blank  promif- 
fory  note,  containing  the  word  twenty  in  white 
letters,  on  a  black  ground,  he  not  being  an  officer, 
workman,  fervant  or  agent,  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England. 

Mr.  Jofiiua  Long  depofed  that  he  was  a  cppper- 
plate-printer  in  St.  Martin's  le  Grand ;  tnat  the 
prifoner  came  to  him  to  engrave  a  copper-plate ; 
that  he  gave  him  directions  how  it  fliould  be  en- 
graved ;  that  he  firft  faid  he  wanted  a  ^10,  and 
then  a  £10,  exprefled. 

Deitz  gave  Mr.  Long  fome  fine  thin  paper,  cut 
to  the  fize  proper  to  print  off  the  intended  en- 
graving ;  and  Mr.  Long  carried  it  to  Mr.  Terry, 
engraver  in  Pater-nod er-row. 

Mr.  Terry  proved  that  Mr.  Long  brought  him 
the  plate  to  engrave,  and  that  it  was  calculated  to 
print  white  letters  on  a  black  ground. 

The  prifoner,  who  was  a  man  of  great  artifice, 
demanded  if  he  had  ever  given  him  any  orders. 
Mr.  Terry  replied  in  the  negative,  and  declared 
that  he  never  faw  the  prifoner  till  he  was  in  cuf- 
tody. 

The  prifoner  then  faid,  "If  Mr.  Long  had  it 
"  executed  in  another  place,  am  I  anfwerable  for 
*f  a  tiefpa's  in  the  city  of  London  *  ?  Mr.  Terry 

(i  had 

*  It  fhould  be  remarked,  that  St.  Martin's  le 
Grand  is  part  of  the  liberty  of  Weftminfter. 
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"  had  no  orders  from  me  :  I  have  been  detained 
"  four  months,  and  never  admitted  to  trial ;  I  have 
"  obtained  the  high  favour  this  day  to  be  tried ; 
si  I  am  not  guilty  now  of  what  is  laid  to  my  charge, 
"  though  1  have  been  detained  four  months." 

Deitz  attempted  by  other  artifices  to  prepoflefs 
the  jury  in  his  favour;  but  they  delivered  a  ver- 
di£t  that  he  was  guilty,  and  he  was  fentenced  to  a 
fhort  imprifonment. 

It  will  now  be  necefiary,  though  a  little  out  of 
chronological  order,  to  relate  the  particulars  of 
Deitz's  fecond  trial. 

On  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  he  was  indicted  for  defrauding  John 
Van  Roy,  by  falfe  pretences,  of  116  pounds  of 
human  hair,  to  the  value  of  £90. — The  hiftory 
of  this  affair  is  as  follows.  Mr.  Van  Roy  was  a 
Dutchman,  who  bought  up  human  hair  in  Holland 
for  fale  in  England.  Deitz  went  to  his  lodging* 
near  Holborn,  with  a  man  who  called  himfelf 
*  Prince,  and  they  faid  they  wanted  a,  hundred 
weight  of  hair,  to  fend  to  a  merchant  at  Marlbo- 
rough.  They  called  a  fecond  time,  bringing  with 
them  a  man  whom  they  pretended  was  the  King's 
hair-drefier,  and  had  made  the  firft  wig  his  majefly 
wore.  By  a  variety  of  artifices  they  prevailed  on 
Van  Roy  to  take  the  hair  with  them  in  a  coach 
to  i'emberton-row,  near  Fleet-ftreet ;  where  the 
goods  were  laid  down  in  a  room  where  a  clerk 
was-  fitting  at  a  defk,  on  which  were  feveral  books 
and  papers. 

A  bottle  of  wine  was  called  for ;  but  the  Dutch- 
man, very  cautious,  refufed  to  drink  of  it,  but 
accepted  of  fome  porter.  The  agreement  had  been 
for  ready  money  ;  and  Prince  produced  a  draft 
for^"ioo,  on  John  Smith,  a  banker  in  Lombard- 

ftreet. 
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ftreet.  Van  Roy  doubted  if  the  note  was  good, 
and  fhewing  it  to  Deitz^  the  latter  faid,  "  it  is  a3 
"  good  as  the  bank  of  England." 

Van  Roy  had  not  cam.  enough  about  him  to 
give  the  ballance ;  but  faid  he  would  go  home 
for  it :  but  he  immediately  haftened  to  Lombard- 
ftreet,  to  find  the  banker,  and  learn  if  the  note 
was  good ;  but  no  fuch  banker  could  be  found. 
He  now  went  to  a  friend,  and  told  him  what  had 
happened ;  and  on  their  going  together  to  Pem- 
berton-row,  the  purchafers  and  the  goods  were 
vanifhed. 

The  prifoner  made  a  very  artful  defence,  and 
crofs-examined  the  profecutor  with  the  dexterity 
of  a  pleadev :  but  as  he  was  an  old  offender,  well 
Icnown,  and  the  evidence  was  clear,  the  jury  did 
not  hefitate  to  find  him  guilty,  and  he  was  fen- 
tenced  to  three  years  labour  at  ballaft-heaving. 

We  have  the  rather  mentioned  this  cafe,  bc- 
caufe  Deitz  was  one  of  the  moft  artful  and  dan-; 
gerous  impoftors  about  town  ;  of  fuperior  abili- 
ties, deep  contrivance,  and  confummate  cunning: 
yet  all  his  artifices  could  not  fcreen  him  from  the 
juflice  of  his  country,  nor  prevent  a  fate  fo  igno- 
minious that  a  mm.  of  common  fenfibility  would 
blufh  to  think  of  it. 

We  hop-  it  is  unneceiTary  to  caution  our 
younger  readers  to  beware  of  treading  in  the  flops 
of  this  dangerous  man;  and  ftiall  therefore  difmifs 
the  fubjedt. 


. 
/  //t<  v  •  f/  f  ,  i  y  '<  •///// '//  X 
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The  extraordinary  Cafe,  Trial,  Conviclion,  and 
Execution,  of'D*.  WILLIAM    DODD,   for 

Forgery. 

ON  the  8th  of  February,  1777,  the  reverend 
"  Dr.  Dodd,  and  Mr.  Robertfon,  a  broker, 
"  were  charged  before  the  lord  mayor,  by  Henry 
"  Fletcher,  and  Samuel  Peach,  Efquires,  with 
"  forging  and  uttering  as  true  a  counterfeit  bond, 
'*  purporting  to  be  the  bond  of  the  earl  of  Chef- 
"  terfield,"  for  the  payment  of  .£4200,  with  an 
intent  to  defraud,  &c. 

The  hiftory  of  this  affair  is  as  follows.  Dr. 
Dodd  being  ;n  want  of  cafhto  pay  his  tradefmen's 
bills,  and  having  been  preceptor  to  the  earl  of 
Chefterfield,  he  pretended  that  his  lordftiip  had 
an  urgent  occafion  to  borrow  .^4000,  but  did  not 
chufe  to  be  his  own  agent,  and  begged  that  the 
matter  might  be  fecretly  and  expeditioufly  con- 
dueled.  The  doctor  employed  Mr.  Robertfon,  a 
broker,  to  whom  he  presented  a  bond,  not  filled 
up  or  figned,  that  he  might  find  a  perfon  who 
would  advance  the  requifite  fum  to  a  young  noble- 
man who  had  lately  come  of  age.  After  apply- 
ing to  feveral  perfons  who  refufed  the  buQnefs, 
becaufe  they  were  not  to  be  prefent  when  the 
bond  was  executed,  Mr.  Robertfon,  abfolutely  con- 
fiding in  the  do&or's  honour,  applied  to  Meffrs. 
Fletcher  and  Peach,  who  agreed  to  lend  the  mo- 
ney. Mr.  Robe/tfon  returned  the  bond  to  the 
do&or,  in  order  to  its  being  executed;  and  on  the 
following  day  the  doctor  produced  it  as  executed, 
and  witneffed  by  himfelf. 

When  Mr.  Robertfon  was  examined  before  the 
lord  mayor,  he  laid,  "  I,  knowing  Mr.  Fletcher 

«'  to 
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"  to  be  a  particular  man,  and  one  of  thofe  who 
fc  would  objeft  to  one  fubfcribing  witnefs  only, 
"  put  my  name  under  the  doctor's.  I  then  weilt 
**  and  received  the  money,  which  I  paid  into  the 
"  hands  of  Dn  Dodd,  ^3000  in  notes  of  Sir 
"  Charles  Raymond  apd  Company,  the  remaining 
*'  ^"1200  in  bank-notes." 

The  money  being  thus  in  the  doctor's  pofieflion, 
Le  gave  Mr.  Robertfon  a  hundred  founds  *  for  his 
trouble,  and  paid  fome  of  his  own  debts  with  a 
part  of  the  remainder  :  but  it  does  not  appear 
but  that  he  intended  to  replace  the  money,  and 
pay  off  the  bond  in  a  fhort  time,  without  the 
knowledge  of  any  perfon  but  the  broker,  and  the 
gentleman  of  whom  the  money  had  been  borrowed. 
It  happened,  however,  that  the  bond  being  left 
with  Mr.  Manly,  (attorney  for  Meff.  Fletcher  and 
Peach)  he  obferved,  in  the.  condition  of  the  bond, 
"a  very  remarkable  blot  in  the  firft  letter  E,  in 
*'  the  word  SEVEN,  which  did  not  feem  to  be  the 
'*  effect  of  chance,  but  done  with  delign.  He 
*s  thought  it  remarkable,  but  did  not  fufpecl;  a 
'  forgery;  yet  he  fhewed  Mr.  Fletcher  the  bond 
"  and  blot,  and  adviled  him  to  have  a  clean,  bond 
"  filled  up,  and  carried  to  lord  Cheflerfield  for 
*'  execution." 

Mr.  Fletcher  confented  ;  and  Mr.  Manly  went 
on  the  following  day  to  his  lordfhip,  who,  having 
previous  notice  of  the  intended  bufmefs,  alked 
him  if  he  had  called  about  the  bond.  Mr.  Manly 
faid  he  had ;  and  his  lordftiip  anfwered,  "  I  have 
"  burnt  the  bond." 

This 


*  Was  not  this  a  handfome  confederation  for 
tranfa&ing  fuch  a  bufinefs  ? 
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This  appeared  very  extraordinary ;  but  was 
foon  explained,  by  lord  Chefterfi eld's  faying  he 
thought  the  gentleman  called  about  a  bond  for 
^500,  which  he  had  given  fome  years  before,  and 
had  taken  up  and  burnt. 

When  Mr.  Manly  produced  the  bond  in 
queftion,  lord  Chefterfield  was  furprized,  and 
immediately  difowned  it.  Upon  this  Mr.  Manly 
went  directly  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  to  confult  what 
fleps  to  take.  Mr.  Fletcher,  a  Mr.  Innis,  and 
Mr.  Manly,  went  to  Guildhall,  to  prefer  an  in- 
formation refpe&ing  the  forgery  againft  the  broker 
and  Dr.  Dodd.  Mr.  Robertfon  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  with  Fletcher,  Innis,  Manly,  and  two 
of  the  lord  mayor's  officers,  went  to  the  houfe  of 
Dr.  Dodd,  in  Argyle-ftreet.  They  opened  the 
bufinefs;  Dr.  Dodd  was  very  much  ftruck  and 
affe&ed.  Manly  told  him,  if  he  would  return 
the  money,  it  would  be  the  only  means  of  faving 
him.  He  inftantly  returned  fix  notes  of ^"500  each, 
making  ^"3000.  He  drew  on  his  banker  fo r^oo. 
The  broker  returned  j^ioo.  The  doftor  gave  a 
fecond  draft  on  his  banker  for  £200,  and  a  judg- 
ment on  his  goods  for  the  remaining  £400,  which 
judgment  was  carried  immediately  into  execrfion.* 

All  this  was  done  by  the  do&or  in  full  rct.ince 
on  the  honour  of  the  parties  that  the  bond  fhould 
be  returned  to  him  cancelled ;  but,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  rettitution,  he  was  taken  Ibeiore  the-  ford 
mayor,  and  charged  as  above-mentioned  ;  when 
his  defence  was  exprefled  in  the  following  tern^s : 

VOL.  V.  No.  46.         K  e  <«  1  had 


*  After  this  full  reftitution,  does  there  not  appear 
a  kind  of  cruelty  in  trying  Dr.  Dodd  at  all?    But 
ice  mujl  be  done. 
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"  I  had  no  intention  to  defraud  my  lord  Chefter* 
"  field,  or  the  gentleman  who  advanced  the  money. 
u  I  hope  that  the  fatisfadion  1  have  made,  in  re- 
'c  turning  the  money,  will  atone  for  the  offence. 
•'I  u  as  preffed  exceedingly  for  ^300,  to  pay  fome 
14  bills  due  to  tradefrnen.  I  loov  this  ilep  as  a 
<c  temporary  refource:  I  fhould  have  repaid  it  in 
"  half  a  year.  My  lord  Chefterfield  caimot  but 
*•'  have  fome  tendernefs  for  me,  as  my  pupil  :  I 
"  love  him,  and  he  knows  it.  There  is  nobody 
"  wifhes  t.o  profecute.  I  am  fure  my  loid  Chef- 
"  terfield  don't  \vant  my  life  :  I  hope  he  will  fhew 
*'  clemency  to  me.  Mercy  Ihould  triumph  over 
"juftice." 

This  defence  was  not  allowed  to  have  any 
weight ;  and  the  Doctor  was  committed  to  the 
Compter,  in  preparation  for  his  trial. 

On  the  ipth  of  February,  1777,  Do6lor  Dodd 
being  put  to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  addrelTed 
the  court  in  the  following  terms : — "  My  lords,  I 
*'  am  informed  that  the  bill  of  indictment  againfl 
**  me  has  been  found  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ro- 
*'  bertfon,  who  was-taken  out  of  Newgate,  with- 
<f  out  any  authority  or  leave  from  your  iordfhips, 
"  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the  bill  to  be 
"  found.  Mr.  Robertfon  is  a  iubfcribing  witnefs 
"  to  the  bond,  and,  as  I  conceive,  would  be  fwear- 
"  ing  to  exculpate  himfelf,  if  he  ihould  be  admit- 
-'  ted  as  a  witnefs  againft  me;  and  as  the  bill  has 
"  been  found  upon  his  evidence,  which  was  fur- 
"  reptitioufly  obtained,  I  fubmit  to  your  lordfhips 
*'  that  I  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  plead  on  this 
"  indiclment ;  and  upon  this  queftion  I  beg  to  be 
'  tf  heard  by  my  qounfel.  My  lords,  I  beg  leave 
"  alfo  further  to  obferve  to  your  lordihips,  that 
"  the  gentlemen  on  t^e  other  fide, of  the  queftion 
**  are  bound  oyer  to  profecute  Mr.  Ro^ertfon." 

4  I' 
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It  is  now  proper  to  remark,  that,  "  previous  to 
11  the  aiguments  of  the  counfel,  an  order  which 
«'  had  been  furreptitioufly  obtained  from  an  officer 
«'  of  the  court,  dated  Wednefday,  February  the 
«*  igth,  anH  direfted  to  the  keeper  of  Newgate, 
«'  commanding  him  to  carry  Lewis  Robertfon  to 
«'  Hicks's-hall,  in  order  to  his  giving  evidence  be- 
"  fore  the  grand  inqueft  on  the  prefent  bill  of  in- 
«'  ditlment ;  likewife  a  refolution  of  the  court,  re- 
•'  probating  the  faid  order  ;  and  alfo  the  recog- 
"  nizance  entered  into  by  Mr.  Manly,  Mr.  Peach, 
"  Mr.  Innis,  and  the  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Chef- 
"  terfield,  to  profecute  and  give  evidence  againft 
"  Dr.  Dodd  and  Lewis  Robertfon,  for  the  faid 
'•  forgery,  Ihould  be  read  ;  and  the  clerk  of  the 
"  arraigns  was  directed  to  inform  the  court  whe- 
"  ther  the  name  Lewis  Kobertfon  was  indorfed  as 
*'  a  witnefs  on  the  back  of  the  indidment,  which 
41  was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. " 

The  counfel  now  proceeded  in  their  arguments 
for  and  againft  the  prifonef.  Mr.  Howarth,  one 
of  Dr.  Dodd's  advocates,  contended  that  not  any 
ptrlon  ought  "  to  plead  or  anfwer  to  an  indi£t- 
"  ment,  if  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  that  indiclr 
"  ment  that  the  evidence  upon  which  the  bill  was 
11  found  was  not  legal  or  competent  to  have  been 
41  adduced  before  the  grand  jury." 

M/.  Cowper,  of  counfel  on  ihe  fame  fide,  fol- 
lowed this  idea,  and  hoped  that  Dr.  Dodd  might 
not  be  called  onto  plead  to  the  bill  of  indictment, 
and  that  the  bill  might  be  quafhed. 

Mr.  Bullev,  who  was  likewife  retained  for  Dr. 
Dodd,  fpoke  as  follows  ;  and  his  arguments  are  fo 
ingenious,  that  we  think  it  our  duty  to  tianfcribe 
them  literally  : — My  lords,  I  am  of  counfel  on 
'•  the  fame  fide  with  Mff  Howarth  and  Mr.  Cow- 
E  e  2  "  ner. 
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"  per.     It  is  the  eflablifhed  law  of  this  land,  that 

"  no    man  Ihall  be  put  upon  his    trial,  for  any 

"offence,    unleis  there  be  a  bill    firft    properly 

"  found  by  a  grand  jury :  1  fay  properly  found  ; 

"  for  if  there  be  any  objection  whatsoever  to  the 

"  finding  the  indictment ;  and  the  molt  familiar 

*'  that  are  to  be  found  in  our  books  are  thofe  that 

"  go  to  the  objection  of  the  grand  jury  ;  for  in- 

"  ftance,  where  only  one  perfon  of  the  grand  jury 

<k  has  been  incompetent,  where  only  eleven  of  the 

"  jury  have  found  the  bill,  that  therefore  it  fhall 

"  not  be  tried.     I  take  it  the  objections  go  uni- 

ct  verfally.     I  am  aware  that  the  objections  I  have 

tc  been    alluding  to,  and  which   are  particularly 

"  Hated  in  .lord  Hale,  go  to  the  grand  jury  only; 

41  but  I  will  beg  leave  to  confider  whether  the  rea- 

"  fon  that  governs  the  one  does  not  govern  the 

"  other.     Another  cafe  put  by  my  Loid  Hale  is 

"  this  :    if  one  of  the   grand  jury  is  out-lawed, 

*'  thefe  objections  go  to  the  perfons  of  the  grand 

*'  jury  :    I  am  aware  that  that  is  not  the  prefent 

*'  objection  ;  but  I  will  beg  leave,  with  your  lord- 

"  fhips'  permiftion,  to  confider  whether  this  does 

tc  not  fall   within  the  fame  reafon  ;   for  I  cannot 

"  conceive  that   the   law,    which   is  fo  peculiarly 

*'  watchful  over  the  perfonal  qualifications  of  the 

"  grand  jury,  fhould  not  be  equally  attentive  to 

*'  the   evidence  which  is  laid  before  them,    and 

<l  upon  which  they  are  to  decide  the  fate  of  the 

Cl  bill  which  is  offered  to  their  confideration.     I 

*'  take  it  to  be  as  effential  to  the  finding  of  the  bill, 

*'  that  the  evidence   offered  to   the    grand  jury 

<;  fhould  be  fuch  as?  the  law  allows,  as  it  is  when 

"  the  indictment  afterwards  comes  to  be  tried  be- 

"  fore  your  lordfhips ;  and  if  that  rule  holds,  I 

•'  truft  1  fhall  have  very  little  difficulty  in  cdn- 

"  vincing 
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«*  vincing  your  lordfhips  that  this  bill  has  been 
<:  improperly  found.  JVJy  lords,  the  profecutor 
«'  has  thought  it  fo  material  to  admit  Mr.  Robert- 
"  fon  a  witnefs  in  this  caufe,  that  though,  in  my 
«*  humble  apprehenfion,  he  Stands  in  a  much  more* 
tc  criminal  light  than  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  yet 
««  they  have  thought  fit  to  bargain  with  him,  to  let 
«'  him  off  from  a  capital  felony  of  the  mod  dan- 
**  gerous  fort  to  fociety,- the  moft  peculiaily  lo 
"  from  his  fituation  in  life  of  any  man  that  can  be 
*;  charged  with  fuch  an  offence.  Mr.  Robertfon 
"  ttands  in  this  bufinefs  as  a  fworn  broker  of  the 
44  city  of  London  :  as  fuch  it  was  his  peculiar  duty 
"  to  preferve  good  faith  between  man  and  man : 
*'  he  is  bargained  with  by*the  profecutor  to  be  let 
"  off  in  a  cafe  where  he  ftands  upon  the  appear- 
'•  ance  againft  him,  now  as  the  moll  criminal,  for 
"  the  purpofe  of  procuring  evidence  againll  the 
"  prifoner  at  the  bar.  My  lords,  if  that  evidence 
"  be  improper,  there  remains  but  one  thing  more 
"  to  be  enquired  into  ;  that  is,  whether  your 
"  lordihips  can  fay  that  that  evidence  hns  not  had 
"  an  improper  effe6t,  when  it  was  admitted  before 
"  the  grand  jury  :  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
"  bill  might  be  found  wholly  upon  his  evidence  : 
"  if  I  have  a  right  to  afiume  that  as  a  fact,  becaufe 
"  the  profecutor  has  thought  it  material  and  abfo- 
**  lutely  nedelfary  to  produce  him  before  the 
"  grand  jury,  why  then  your  lordftiips  fitting  heie 
"  cannot  fay  but  this  inditlment  may  have  been 
"  found  upon  his  evidence  only  :  if  it  be  fo,  is 
"  Robertfon  a  peifon  whofc  evidence  ought  to 
*'  have  been  received  ?  If  I  am  right  in  faying 
"  that  the  fame  evidence,  and  the  fame  evidence 
*'  only,  is  legal  before  a  grand  jury,  which  is  legal 
*'  upon  a  trial,  I  apprehend  ihe  cafe  which  *as 

"  mentioned 
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«'  mentioned  yellerday  in  Lord  Hale,  folio  303,  is 
"  decifive  upon  this  point.     My  lords,  there  are 
"  more  pafiages  in  that  folio  book ;  the  firft  was 
<J  the  cafe  mentioned  yefterday  of*  Henry  Trew, 
*'  was  indifted  for  a  burglary,   and  (by  the  advice 
«  of  Keeling,  chief  juftice  ;   Brown,  juftice  ;   and 
«'  Wilde,    recorder)    Perrin  was  fworn  a  witnefs 
*'  againft  Trew  as  to  the  burglary,  which  he  con- 
<c  fefled,  but  was  not  indicted  for  the  other  felony.' 
<c  Here  he  was    admitted,    becaufe  he  confefled 
"  himfelf  guilty.  The  paflage  before'that  in  Lord 
«'  Hale  feems  to  me  ftill  ftronger  : — '  If  two  de- 
'•  fendants  be  charged  with  a  crime,  one  mail  not 
"  be  examined  againft  the  other  to  conviil  him 
t{  of  an  offence,  unlefsf  he  party  examined  confefs 
«'  himfelf  guilty.' — Now,  has  Robertfon  confeffed 
<c  him  (elf  guilty  ?     No,  he  has  not ;  then  there  is 
*c  an  exprefs  authority,    by  Lord   Hale,  that   not 
*'  having   done  it  he  is  no  witnefs  ;  he  does  not 
<c  ftand  in  that  predicament  which  Lord  Haleftaies 
*'  the  man  to  be  there.     He  fays  that  they  were 
«'  both  charged  with   the  crime;  that  is  the  cafe 
tc  here ;   the   prifoner  and  Robertfon  were  both 
<c  committed   for  the  fame  crime  ;  he  flands  now 
"  charged  with  that  crime,  and  he  has  not  pleaded 
"  guilty:  therefore  upon  this  authority  1  take  it 
*'  to  be  clear,  that  he  cannot  be  admitted  a  witnefs 
"  upon  the  trial ;  and  if  not,  I  muft  leave  it  to  the 
"  ingenuity  of  the  learned  counfel  to  mew  why  a 
*:  man,   who  the  law  fays  fhall  not   be  a  witnefs 
"  upon   the   trial,  (hall  be  admitted  a  witnefs  to 
"  find  the  bill  upon,  againft  a  man  whom  there  is 
fi  no  other  evidence  to  affecl:." 

Mr.  Mansfield,  and  the  other  counfel  employed 
for  the  profecution,  replied  to  thefe  arguments  in 
a  manner  that  did  honour  to  their  ingenuity  and 

pro- 
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profeffional  knowledge.  It  would  greatly  exceed 
our  limits,  to  give  their  arguments  at  length;  and 
it  will  therefore  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  was 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  trial  fhould  be  pro- 
ceeded on;  1 '-'.".  queftion  refpedting  the  competency 
of  Robertfon  s  evidence  being  referved  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  twelve  judges. 

Hereupon  Dr.  Dodd  was  indi&ed  for  forging  a 
bond,  for  the  payment  of  ^"4200,  with  intent  to 
defraud,  &c.  as  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this 
article. 

As  we  have  already  recited  the  leading  parti- 
culars of  this  bufinefs,  it  will  be  unneceffary  to  be 
more  minute  ;  but  only  to  fay,  that  when  the  evi- 
dence was  gone  through,  the  court  told  the  do6lor 
that  was  the  time  for  him  to  make  his  defence; 
on  which  he  fpoke  as  follows: 

"  My  lords,  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury — Upon 
"  the  evidence  which  has  been  this  day  produced 
"  againfl  me,  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  addrefs  your 
"  lofdfhjps  :  there  is  no  man  in  the  world  who  has 
fi  a  deeper  fenfe  of  the  heinous  nature  of  the 
"  crime  for  which  I  ftand  indicled  than  myfelf. 
"  I  view  it,  my  lords,  in  all  its  extent  of  malig- 
"  nancy  towards  a  commercial  {late,  like  ours; 
*'  but,  my  lords,  I  humbly  apprehend,  though  no 
"  lawyer,  that  the  moral  turpitude  and  malignancy 
fc  of  the  crime  always,  both  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
"  of  reafon,  and  of  religion*,  conGfts  in  the  in- 
"  tention.  I  am  informed,  my  lords,  that  the  aeT: 
11  of  parliament  on  this  head  runs  perpetually  in 

"'this 

*  This  is  a  ftrange  phrafe ;  it  is  what  an  Irifhman 
would  call  "  both  all  three;"  blit  it  is  thus  printed  ; 
and  if  Dr.  Dodd  made  ufe  of  it,  his  lituation  muft 
be  allowed  for. 
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*'  this  ftile,  ivith  an  intention  to  defraud.  Such  an 
44  intention,  my  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
**  I  believe,  has  rot  been  attempted  to  be  proved 
"  upon  me,  and  the  confequences  that  have  hap- 
"  pened,  which  have  appeared  before  you,  fuffi- 
"  ciently  prove  that  a  p  erf  eft  and  ample  reftitu- 
*'  tion  has  been  made.  I  leave  it,  my  lords,  to 
**  you,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  confider, 
tc  that  if  an  unhappy  man  ever  deviates  from  the 
44  law  of  right,  yet,  if  in  the  (ingle  firft  moment 
"  pf  recolledlion,  he  does  all  that  he  can  to  make 
"  a  full  and  perfect  amends,  what,  my  lords,  and 
*'  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  can  God  and  man  defire 
"  further?  My  lords,  there  are  a  variety  of  little 
•*  circumftances,  too  tedious  to  trouble  you  with, 
"  with  refpeft  to  this  matter.  Were  I  to  give  a 
"  loofe  to  my  feelings,  I  have  many  things  to  fay 
'•  which  1  am  fure  you  would  feel  with  refpeclto 
"  me :  but,  my  lords,  as  it  appears  on  all  hands,  as 
*'  it  appears,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  in  every  view, 
*f  that  no  injury,  intentional  or  real,  has  been 
"  done  to  any  man  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  I 
*'  hope  that  therefore  you  will  confider  the  cafe 
*•  in  its  true  ftate  of  clemency.  I  muft  obferve  to 
"  your  lordfliips,  that  though  I  have  met  with  all 
**  candour  in  this  court,  yet  I  have  been  purfued 
"  with  exceffive  cruelty;  I  have  been  profecuted 
*'  after  the  moft  exprefs  engagements,  after  the 
"  mod  folemn  aflurances,  after  the  moft  delufive, 
"  foothing  arguments  of  Mr.  Manly  ;  I  have 
"  been  profecuted  with  a  cruelty  fcarcely  to  be 
**  paralleled  :  a  perfon,  avowedly  criminal  in  the 
"  fame  indictment  with  myfelf,  has  been  brought 
11  forth  as  a  capital  witnefs  againft  me  ;  a  faft,  I 
"  believe,  totally  unexampled.  My  lords,  op- 
•*  p relied  as  I  am  with  infamy,  loaded  as  I  am 

"  with 
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c<  with  diftrefs,  funk  under  thi?  cruel  profccution, 
"  your  lordfhips,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
"  cannot  think  life  a  matter  of  any  value  to  me  : 
•«  no,  my  lords,  I  folemnly  proteft,1  that  death  of 
"  all  Wettings  would  he, the  moft  pleafant  to  me 
*'  after  this  pain.  I  have  yet,  my  lords,  ties  which 
"  call  upon  me ;  ties  which  render  m-e  deiirous 
"  even  to  continue  this  miferable  exigence : — I 
"  have  a  wife,  my  lords,  who  for  twenty-feven 
«'  years  has  lived  an  unparalleled  example  of  con- 
"  jugal  attachment  and  fidelity,  and  whofe  be- 
"  haviour  during  this  trying  fccne  would  draw 
<c  tears  of  approbation,  I  am  fure,  even  from  the 
15  moft  inhuman.  My  lords,  I  have  creditors, 
<cv  honeft  men,  who  will  lofe  much  by  my  death  : 
<c  I  hope,  for  the  fake  of  juftice  towards  thdin, 
4C  fome  mercy  will  be  (hewn  to  me.  If,  upon  the 
if  whole,  thefe  confederations  at  all  avail  with  you, 
"  my  lords,  and  you  gentlemen  of  the  jury;  if, 
•'  upon  the  moft  impartial  furvey  of  matters,  not 
"  the  flighted  intention  of  injury  can  appear  to 
"  any  one;  and  I  folemnly  declare  it  was  in  my 
"  power  to  replace  it  in  three  months ;  of  this  I 
"  aflured  Mr.  Robertfon  frequently;  and  had  his 
"  folemn  afiurances  that  no  man  fhould  be  privy  to 
"  it  but  Mr.  Fletcher  and  himfelf,  and  if  no  injury 
«  was  done  to  any  man  upon  earth;  I  then  hope, 
*c  I  truft,  I  fully  confide  my  (elf  in  the  tendernefs, 
41  humanity,  and  protection  of  my  country." 

The  difcerning  reader  will  eafily  fee,  by  the 
defence,  that  Dr.  Dodd  was  not  a  man  of  fuperhr 
abilities  ;  and  the  defence  itfelf  appears  to  be  little 
elfe  than  a  confeffion  of  guilt. 

The  jury  retired  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  then 
returned  with  a  verdict,  that  "  The  prifoner  was 

VOL.  V.  No.  47.        F  i  GUILTY;* 
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"  GUILTY;"  jp<  i  at  the  fame  time  preferred  a 
petition,  humbly  recommending  the  convict  to  the 
royal  mercy*. 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  May,  1777,  Dr.  Dodd,  being  put  to  the 
bar,  was  adtfreffed  by  Mr.  Juftice*A.fton  in  th« 
following  terms  : 

"  Doctor  William  Dodd, 

"  When  you  v/as  brought  up  in  laft  February 
"  feffions,  to  plead  to  an  indictment  found  by  the 
"  grand  jury  of  Middlefex  for  forgery,  before  you 
*'  pleaded,  or  the  trial  was  proceeded  upon,  a 
"  queftion  was  fubmitted  to  the  court  by  you, 
*'  with  the  advice  of  your  counfel,  which  was  re- 
"  ferved  for  the  opinion  of  the  judges;  that  is, 
«'  whether  you  was  bound  to  plead  to,  and  ought 
"  to  be  tried  upon  that  indictment,  as  the  name  o£ 
"  Lewis  Robertfon,  committed  for  the  fame  for- 
"  gery,  appeared  to  be  indorfed  as  a  witnefs  upon 
«'  the  bill  of  indictment,  and  that  he  had  been 
«  taken  before  the  grand  jury  to  be  examined  as 
"  a  witnefs,  by  means  of  an  order  directed  to  the 
«f  keeper  of  Newgate,  which  had  been  improperly 
"-obtained,  on  the  i<?th  of  February,  and  which. 
"  was  afterwards  vacated  by  the  court. 

"  The  judges  have  met,  and  have  fully  confi- 
"  dered  the  whole  matter  of  this  objection;  and  they 
"  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  neceflky 
*'  of  fome  proper  authority  to  carry  a  witnefs  who 

.     "  hap- 


*  It  feems  highly  probable  that  this  petition  was 
prevjoufly  prepared  by  the  friends  of  Dr.  Dodd ; 
for 'an  abfence  of  ten  minutes  was  inefficient  to 
agree  oa  a  verdict,  and  prepare  the  petition. 
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*  happened  to  be  in  cuftody  before  the  grand  jury 
"  to  give  evidence,  regards  the  juflification  of  the 
'*  gaoler  only;  but  that  no  objection  lies  upon  that 
"  account  in  the  mouth  of  the  party  indicted,  for 
"  in  refpectof  him  the  finding  of  the  bill  is  right, 
"  and  according  to  law. 

"  Whether  a  private  profecutor,  by  ufing  an 
*c  accomplice  in  or  out  of  cuflody  as  a  witnefs, 
u  gives  fuch  a  witnefs  a  plea  not  to  be  profecuted, 
"  or  can  entitle  himfclf,  the  prosecutor,  to  have 
"  his  recognizance  difcharged,  is  a  matter  very  fit 
"  for  consideration  under  all  the  circumflances 
"  of  the  partic  ilar  cafe,  when  that  queftion  (hall 
"  arifc;  but  it  is  a- matter  in  which  the  party  in- 
"  dieted  has  no  concern,  nor  can  he  make  any 
"  legal  objection  to  the  producing  fuch  a  perfon 
"  as  a  witnefs,  for  the  accomplice  is,  againft  him, 
"  a  legal  and  competent  witnefs,  and  fo  was  Lewis 
"  Robertfon  upon  the  bill  of  indictment  preferred 
"  againft  you. 

"  The  judges,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
*'  proceedings  upon  that  indictment  againft  you 
"  were  legally  had,  and  that  you  was  thereupon 
**  duly  convicted  according  to  law.  Of  this  opinion 
"  I  thought  it  moft  proper  thus  early  to  apprize 
••"  you,  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  the  confe- 
"  quence  of  it  at  the  clofe  of  the  ftilions." 

To  this  addrefs  Dr.  Dodd  replied  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms:  "  My  lord,  I  humbly  thank  your 
"  lord/hip,  and  the  reft  of  the  learned  judges,  for 
"  the  consideration  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give 
c«  to  the  objections  made  by  my  counfel  on  that 
"  awful  day  of  my  trial ;  and  I  refl  fully  fatisfied, 
"  my  lord,  in  the  juftice  of  yojr  lordfliip's 
"  opinion." 

Ff2  On 
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On  the  lad  day  of  the  fcffions  Dr.  Dodd  was 
again  put  to  the  bar,  when  the  clerk  of  the  ar- 
raigns faid, '"  Dr.  William  Dodd?  you  ftand  con* 
"  victcd  of  forgery;  what  have  you  to  fay  \vhy 
"  this  court  fliould  not  give  you  judgment  to  die 
"  according  to  law  ?" 

Hereupon  Dr.  Dodd  addreffed  the  court  in  the 
following  terms :  "  My  lord,  I  now  ftand  before 
"  you  a  dreadful  example  of  human  infirmity.     I 
"  entered  upon  public  life  with  the  expectations 
*'  common   to    young    men  whofe  education  has 
"  been  liberal,  and  whole  abilities  have  been  fiat-  * 
"  tered;  and  when  I  became  a  clergyman,  I  con- 
"  fidercd  myfelf  as  not  impairing  the  dignity  of 
<f  the  order.     I  was  not  an  idle,  nor,  I  hope,  an 
"  ufelefs  minifter :  I  taught  the  truths  of  chriftiani- 
"  ty  with  the  zeal  of  conviction,  ancf  the  authority 
"  of  innocence.     My  labours  were  approved  ;  my 
"  pulpit  became  popular ;  and,  I  have  reafon  to 
"  believe,  that  of  thofe  who  heard  me  fome  have 
"  been  preferved  from  fin,  and  fome  have  been  re- 
*'  claimed.    Condefcend,  my  lord,  to  think,  if  thefe 
"  considerations  aggravate  my  crime,  how  much 
t(  they  muft  embitter  rny  puniGiment! 

"  Being  diftingu idled  and  elevated  by  the  con-P- 
^  fidence  of  mankind,  I  had  too  much  confidence 
"  in  myfelf,  and  thinking  my  integrity,  what 
"  others  thought  it,  eftablifhed  in  (incerity,  and 
«'  fortified  by  religion*  I  did  not  confider  the  dan- 
"  ger  of  vanity,  nor  fufpect  the  deceitmlnefs  of 
'•  my  own  heart.  The  day  of  conflicl  came,  in 
"  which  temptation  feized  and  overwhelmed  me ! 
"  I  committed  the  crime,  which  I  entreat  your 
"  lordfliip  to  believe  that  my  confcience  hourly 
6<  reprefents  to  me  in  its  full  bulk  of  mifchief  ancj 

*'*  malignity. 
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'*  malignity.      Many  have  been  overpowered  by 
"  temptation,  who  are  now  among  the  penitent' 
"  in  heaven!     • 

"  To  an  ad:  now.  waiting  the  decifion  of  vindic- 
*'  live  juftice,  I  will  not  prefume  to  oppofe  the 
"  counterbalance  of  almoft  thirty  years,  (a  great 
"  part  of  the  life  of  man)  pnfled  in  exciting  and 
"  exercifing  charity  ;  in  relieving  fMch  diftrcfies 
"  as  I  now  feel  ;  in  adminifiering  thofe  confola- 
"  tions  which  I  now  want.  I  will  not  otherwife 
"  extenuate  my  offence,  than  by  declaring,  what  I 
"  hope  will  appear  to  many,  and  what  many  cir- 
"  cumftances  make  probable,  that  I  did  not  intend 
"  finally  to  defraud  :  nor  will  it  become  me  to 
"  apportion  my  own  punifliment,  by  alledging  that 
"  my  fufFerings  have  been  not  much  lefs  than 
"  my  guilt.  I  have  fallen  from  reputation  which 
"  ought  to  have  made  me  cautious,  and  from  a 
"  fortune  which  ought  to  have  given  me  content. 
"  I  am  funk  at  cnce  into  poverty  and  fcorn  :  my 
«'  name  and  my  crime  fill  the  ballads  in  the 
«  ftreets ;  the  fport  of  the  thoughtlefs,  and  the 
"  triumph  of  the  wicked  ! 

"  It  may  feem  ft  range,  my  lord,  that,  remem- 
"  bering  what  I  have  lately  been,  1  mould  ftill 
"  vilh  to  continue  what  I  am: — but  contempt  of 
"  death,  how  fpecioufly  foever  it  may  mingle  with 
"  heathen  virtues,  has  nothing  in  it  fuitable  to 
"  chriftian  penitence. 

"  Many  motives  impel  me  to  beg  earnettly  for 
"  life.  I  feel  the  natural  horror  of  a  violent 
"  death,  the  univerfal  dread  of  untimely  diflblu- 
"  tion.  I  am  defirous  to  recompence  the  injury 
"  I  have  done  to  the  clergy,  to  the  world,  and  to 
"  religion;  and  to  efface  the  fcandaj  Of  my  crime, 

"  by 
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"  by  the  example  of  my  repentance : — but,  above 
"  all^  I  wim  to  die  with  thoughts  more  compofed, 
"  and  calmer  preparation. 

"  The  gloom  and  confufion  of  a  prifon,  the 
"  anxiety  of  a  trial,  the  honors  of  fufpence,  and 
*'  the  inevitable  vidffitudes  of  paSion,  leave  not 
"  the  mind  in  a  due  difpofition  for  the  holy  exer- 
"  cifes  of  pn^er,  and  felf-cxamination.  Let  not 
"  a  little  life  be  denied  me,  in  which  I  may,  by 
"  meditation  and  contrition,  prepare  nnyfelf  to 
"  fUnd  at  the  tribunal  of  Omnipotence,  and  fup- 
•'  port  the  prefence  of  that  judge,  who  (hall  dif- 
«'  tribute  to  all  according  to  their  works ;  who  will 
"  receive  and  pardon  the  repenting  finner,  and 
•'  from  whom  the  merciful  mall  obtain  mercy. 

"  For  thefe  reafons,  my  lords,  amid  ft  (hame  and 
"  mifery,  I  yet  wim  to  live;  and  moft  humbly  im- 
«4  plore,  that  I  may  be'  recommended  by  your 
"  lordfiiip  to  the  clemency  of  his  Majefly." 

The  RECORDER  now  proceeded  to  pafs  fentence 

in  the  following  terms : "Dr.  William  Dodd, 

"  you  have  been  convicled  of  the  offence  of  pub- 
"  lifhing  a  forged  and  counterfeit  bond,  knowing 
"  it  to  be  forged  and  counterfeited ;  and  you  have 
"  had  the  advantage  which  the  laws  of  this  country 
"  afford  to  every  man  in  that  iituation,  a  fair,  an 
*  impartial,  and, an  attentive  trial. 

"The jury,  towhofe  jufticeyou  appealed,  have 
"  found  you  guilty;  their  verdict  has  undergone 
•'  the  conlideration  of  the  learned  judges,  and 
*c  they  found  no  ground  to  impeach  the  juftice  of 
"  that  verdid; ;  you  yourfelf  have  admitted  the 
"  juftice  of  it ;  and  now  the  very  painful  duty  that 
fl  the  neceffity  of  the  law  impofcs  upon  the  court, 

"to 
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"  to  pronounce  the  fentence  of  that  law  againft 
*'  you,  remains  only  to  be  performed. 

"  You  appear  to  entertain  a  very  proper  fenfe 
"  of  the  enormity  of  the  offence  which  you  have 
"  committed  ;  you  appear  too  in  a  ftate  of  con- 
"  trition  of  mind,  and  I  doubt  not  have  duly  re- 
•'  Reeled  how  far  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
"  offence  you  have  been  guilty  of  is  encreafed  by 
"  the  influence  of  example,  in  being  committed  by 
"  a  perfon  of  your  character,  and  of  the  facred 
"  function  of  which  you  are  a  member.  Thcfc 
"  fentiments  Teem  to  be  yours ;  I  would  wiih  to 
"  cultivate  fuch  fentiments;  but  I  would  not  wifii 
<:  to  add  to  the  anguifh  of  a  perfon  in  your  fitua- 
**  tion  by  dwelling  upon  it. 

"  Your  application  for  mercy  mud  be  made 
"  elfewhere  :  it  would  be  cruel  in  the  court  to 
"  flatter  you;  there  is  a  power  of  difpenfing  mercy, 
"  where  yoa  may  apply.  Your  own  good  fenfe, 
"  and  the  contrition  you  exprefs,  will  induce  you 
*'  to  leffen  the  influence  of  the  example,  by  publifh- 
**  ing  your  hearty  and  fincere  deteftation  of  the 
"  offence  of  which  you  are  convicted  ;  and  that 
"  you  will  not  attempt  to  palliate  or  extenuate, 
'*  which  ^wouTd  indeed  add  to  the  degree  of  the 
"  influence  of  a  crime  of  this  kind  being  com- 
"  mitted  by  a  perfon  of  your  character  and  known 
4t  abilities  ;  I  would  therefore  warn  you  againft 
"  any  thing  of  that  kind.  Now,  having  faid  this, 
"  I  am  obliged  to  pronounce  the  fentence  of  the 
"  law,  which  is — That  you  Dr.  William  Dcdd  be 
"  carried  from  hence  to  the  place  from  whence 
*'  you  came  ;  that  from  thence  you  are  to  be  car- 
"  ned  co  the  place  of  execution,  where  you  are  to 

-be 
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cs  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  you  are  dead." — • 
To  tbis  Dr.  Dodd  replied,  "  Lord  JeTus,  receive 
«•  my  foul  I 

We  will  now  proceed  to  an  account  of  the  exe- 
cution of  Dr.  Dodd  ;  then  relate  fome  farther  par- 
ticulars refpecting  him,  and  conclude  with  remarks 
proper  to  the  occafion. 

This  unhappy  clergyman  was  attended  to  the 
place  of  execution,  in  a  mourning  coach,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Villette,  ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Dobey.  Another  criminal,  named  Jofeph 
Harris,  was  executed  at  the  fame  time.  It  is  im- 
pcflible  to  give  an  idea  of  the  immenfe  crouds  of 
people  that  thronged  the  ftreets  from  Newgate  to 
Tyburn.  When  the  prifoners  arrived  at  the  fatal 
tree,  and  wepe  placed  in  the  cart,  Dr.  Dodd  ex- 
horted his  fellow-fufferer  in  fo  generous  a  manner 
as  tcQifted  that  he  had  not  forgot  the  duty  of  a 
clergyman,  and  was  very  fervent  in  °the  exercife 
of  his.  -:>"'n  devotions.  Juft  before  the  parties  were 
turned  <  if.  Dr.  Dodd  whifpered  to  the  executioner. 
What  h<  laid  cannot  be  known;  but  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  r tie  man  had  no  fopner  driven  away  the 
cart,  tl.a'i  he  r:.n  immediately  under  the  gibbet, 
and  took  iv  •;  .  <-r  ;  ••doctor's  legs,  as  if -to  Heady 
the  body;  .  irnha'p  --••  -*--in  appeared  :o  die 

without  pain  ;  b  .;•    fhc  ray  •••;  r->nd   tears 

oftboufands  atiende  •  .    .  ;' 

Dr.  Dodd'  was  exec  of  June,. 

1^77. 

Thus  perifhed  •<•<']   ;  >  or  William 

Dod'd.  dcclor  of  divinity,  late  j  y  of  Brecon, 

and  chaplain  in  o^di-Miy  to '!'=-,  '-lajcity.  This 
man,  with  all  his  f:\ulrr  v/ns  nor  wuhouc  his  \i\- 
tues  j  he  was  the  promoter  of  many  charities,  and 

the 
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the  mftitutor  of  fome  of  them.  The  Magdalen 
hofpital,  the  fociety  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtor.% 
and  that  for  the  recovery  of  perfons  apparently 
drowned,  will,  we  trull,  be  perpetual  monuments 
to  his  credit :  but  it  is  our  duty  not  to  conceal  or 
difguife  his  faults,  the  principal  of  which  appear 
to  have  been  vanity,  and  a  turn  for  extravagance, 
which  ruined  his  circumftances,  and  urged  him  to 
commit  the  crime  which  cod  him  his  life. 

After  conviction,  the  exertions  made  to  fave  Dr. 
Dodd  were  perhaps  beyond  all  example  in  any 
country.  The  news-papers  were  filled  with  letters, 
and  paragraphs  in  his  favour.  Individuals  of  all 
ranks  and  degrees  exerted  themfelves  in  his  behalf: 
parifh  officers  went,  in  mourning,  from  houfe  to 
houfc,  to  procure  fubfcriptions  to  a  petition  to  the 
king;  and  this  petition,  which,  with  the  names, 
filled  2  3  meets  of  parchment,  was  actually  prefent- 
ed.  Even  more  than  this : — the  lord  mayor  and 
common  council  went  in  a  body-to  St.  James's,  to 
foticit  mercy  for  the  convict.  But  all  this  availed 
nothing:  it  was  neceflary  to  make  a,n  example  of  a 
man  who  had  fet  but  too  bad  an  one  to  others ;  and 
who,  from  the  faireft  profpect  of  rifing  to  the 
higheft  honours  of  the  church,  funk  to  the  lowed 
degree  of  abafement. 

Surely  this  tale  will  be  a  leffon  againfl  extrava- 
gance, and  will  teach  u^  to  be  content  in  the 
ftation  of  life  in  which  Providence  hath  placed  us. 
The  fate  of  this  unhappy  man  furnimes,  likewife, 
the  ftrongeft  argument  againft  the  crime  of  for«* 
gery  ;  for  if  all  the  intereft  that  was  exerted  to 
fave  Dr.  Dodd  could  have  no  weight,  no  one  here- 
after guilty  of  it  ought  to  expect  a  pardon.  If, 
(hen,  any  one  (hould  be  tempted  to  the  commifllon 
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of  it,  let  him  reflect  on  this  cafe  ;  let  him,  moral 
and  religious  confederations  apart,  ftay  the  hafty 
hand,  and  let  him  retract  the  rafh  resolution. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  narrative  with  an  extract 
from  an  addrefs  which  Dr.  Dodd  wrote,  after  con- 
viction, to  his  fellow  prifoners;  becaufe  we  deem  it 
well  worthy  the  public  attention. — "  Ther»  is  al- 
"  ways,"  fays  the  doctor,  "  a  danger  left  men, 
"  freih  from  a  trial  in  which  life  has  been  loft, 
<c  fhould  remember  with  refentment  and  malignity 
•*  the  profecutor,  the  witneffes,  or  the  judges. 
'*  It  is  indeed  fcarcely  poffible,  with  all  the  pre- 
"  judices  of  an  intereft  fo  weighty,  and  (b  affecting, 
"  that  the  convict  ftiould  think  otherwife  than 
"  that  he  has  been  treated,  irl  fome  part  of  the 
"  procefs,  with  unneceflary  feverity.  In  this  opi- 
"  nion  he  is  perhaps  fingular,  and  therefore  pro- 
"  bably  miftaken :  but  there  is  no  time  for  dif- 
<r  quifition  ;  \ve  nrnft  try  to  find  the  (horteft  way 
"  to  peace.  It  is  eafier  to  forgive  than  to  reafon 
11  right.  He  that  has  been  injurioufly  or  unnecef- 
"  farily  harraffed,  has  one  opportunity  more  of 
"  proving  his  fmcerity,  by  forgiving  the  wrong, 
*'  and  praying  for  his  enemy. 

«*  It  is  the  duty  of  a  penitent  to  repair,  as  far 
"  as  he  has  the  povf  er,  the  injury  he  has  done. 
"  What  we  can  do  is  commonly  nothing  more 
"  than  to  leave  the  world  an  example,  of  contri- 
"  tion.  On  the  dreadful  day,  when  the  fentence 
'*  of  the  law' has  its  full  force,  fome  will  be  found 
"  to  have  afFefted  a  fliamelefs  bravery,  or  negli- 
"  gent  intrepidity.  Such  is  not  the  proper  beha- 
"  viour  of  a  convicted  criminal.  To  rejoice  in 
"  tortures  is  the  privilege  of  a  martyr;  to  meet 
"  death  with  inLrcpidity  is  the  right  only  of  in- 

"  nocence. 


DR.  DODD— for  Forgery.  227 

'*  txoccxjce,  if  in  any  human  being  innocence  could 
"  be  found.  Of  him  whofe  life  is  fliortened  by 
'  "  his  crimes,  the  lad  duties  are  humility  and  felf- 
"  abafement.  We  owe  to  God  fincere  repentance  ; 
<c  we  owe  to  man  the  appearance  of  repentance* 
"  Men  have  died  with  a  tteadfaft  denial  of  crimes, 
4f  of  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  fuppofr  them  in- 
rt  nocent.  By  what  equivocation  or  referve  they 
«'  may  have  reconciled  their  conlciences  to  falfe- 
*c  hood  it  is  impoflible  to  know :  but  if  they  thought 
«'  that,  when  they  were  to  die,  the)  paid  their  legaf 
"  forfeit,  and  that  the  world  had  no  farther  de- 
lt  mand  upon  them;  that  therefore  they  might, 
'•  by  keeping  their  own  fecrets,  try  to  leave 
"  behind  them  a  difputable  reputation ;  and  that 
"  the  falfhood  was  harmlefs  becaufe  none  were 
"injured;  they  had  very  little  ccftifidered  the 
"  najture  of  fociety.  One  of  the  principal  parts  of 
"  national  felicity  arifes  from  a  wife  and  impartial 
"  admmiihatjon  of  Juftice.  Every  man  repofes 
<;  upon  the  tribunals  of  his  country  the  ftability 
"  of  poffeilion,  and  the  ferenity  of  life.  He  there- 
"  fore  who  unjuftly  expofes  the  courts  of  judica- 
"  ture  to  fufpicion,  either  of  partiality  or  error, 
"  not  only  does  an  injury  to  thofe  who  difpcnfe 
"  the  laws,  but  diminifhes  the  public  confidence 
"  in  the  laws  themfelves,  and  (hakes  the  founda- 
41  tion  of  public  tranquillity. 

*'  For  my  own  part,  I  confefs,  with  deepcft  com- 
"  pun6lion,  the  Qiime  which  has  brought  me  to 
*'  this  place ;  and  admit  the  juftjce  of  my  fentence, 
et  while  I  am  finking  under  its  feverity." 


A* 
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An  authentic  Account  of  JAMES  HILL,  otherwife 
JOHN  HIND,  otherwife  JAMES  HIND,  other- 
wife  JAMES  ACK«AN,  commonly  called  JOIJN 
the  PAINTER,  who  was  executed  for  fetting 
fire  to  the  Rope-houfe  belonging  to  hisMajefty's 
Dock  Yard  at  Portfmouth. 

ABOUT  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
7th  of  December,  1776,  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  Rope-houfe  of  Portfmouth-dock,  which  entire- 
ly confumed  that  building.  The  fire  was  wholly 
attributed  to  accident ;  but  on  the  1 5th  of  January 
the  following  difcovery  was  made,  which  incontef- 
tably  proved  that  the  building  had  been  deftrpyed 
by  defign. 

Three  men  being  employed  in  the  hemp-houfe, 
they  found  a  tin  machine,  fomewhat  refembling  3 
tea  cannifter",  and  near  the  fame  fpot  a  wooden  box 
containing  various  kinds  of  combuflibles.  This 
circumftance  being  communicated  to  the  commif- 
fioner  of  the  dock,  and  circulated  among  the  pub- 
lic, feveral  vague  and  indefinite  fufpicions  fell  upon 
a  man  who  had  been  lurking  about  the  dock-yard, 
whofe  furname  was  not  known,  but  ,who  had  been 
diilinguiihed  by  the  appellation  of  John  the  Pain- 
ter, and  had  been  a  journeyman  to  Mr.  Golding, 
a  painter  at  Titchfield. 

In  confequence  of  advertifements  in  the  News- 
papers, off*  ring  a  reward  of  £.50  for  apprehend- 
ing John  the  Painter,  he  was  fecured  at  Odiham. 
On  the  7th  of  February  the  prifoner  was  examined 
at  Sir  John  Fielding's  office  in  Bow-ftreet,  where 
John  Baldwin,  who  had  excrcifed  the  £rade  of  * 

painter 
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painter  indifferent  parts  of  America,  attended  by 
the  dire&ion  of  Lord  Temple,  who  imagined  that 
the  parties  might  know  each  other.  Baldwin  de- 
clared he  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  pri- 
forler,  who  then  bowed  to  him,  and  loon  after  re- 
quefted  that  he  would  favour  him  with  a  vifit  in 
New-prifon.  Baldwin  attended  him  in  the  after- 
noon, and  on  the  following  days  till  the  15th,  and 
their  converfations  were  on  general  fubjefts  relat- 
ing to  the  affairs  in  America ;  but  on  the  1 5th,  and 
the  fubfequent  days  till  the  24th,  the  prifoner's  dif« 
eourfe  with  Baldwin  operated  verjr  materially  to- 
wards his  conviction,  as  it  was  brought  in  corro- 
boration  of  a  variety  of  evidence  or\.,trial.  He 
afked  Baldwin  whether  he  was  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Dean,  and,  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  ex- 
claimed, "  What  not  Mr.  Dean,  Silas  Dean,  ern- 
,"  ployed  by  the  coiigrefs  ?  He  is  a  fine  fellow.  L 
."  believe  Benjamin  Franklin  is  employed  on  the 
"  fame  errand."  He  faid  he  had  taken  a  view  of 
raoft  of  the  dock  yards  and  fortifications  about 
England,  the  number  of  (hips  in  the  navy,  and  ob« 
ferved  their  weight  of  metal  and  their  number  of 
men,  and  had  been  to  France  two  or  three  times 
to  inform  Silas  Dean  of  his  difcoveries  j  and  that 
Dean  gave  him  bills  to  the  amount  of /.goo,  and 
lettersof  recommendation  to  a  merchant  in  the  city» 
which  he  had  burnt,  left  they  fljould  lead  to  adif- 
covery.  He  informed  Baldwin  that  he  inftrucled  & 

w  »  • 

tin-man's  apprentice  at  Canterbury  to nuktrBlfli  a 

tin  cannifter,  which  he  carried  to  Portfrnouth, 
where  he  hired  a  lodging  at  one  Mrs.  BoxalPs,  and 
tried  his  preparations  for  fetting  fire. tg  the  dock 
yard. 

After    recounting    the    manner   of   preparing 
matches  and  combuliibles,  he  laid  that  on  the  6th 
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of  the  precediig  December  he  got  into  the  hemp- 
houfe,  and  having  placed  a  candle  in  a  wooden  box 
and  a  tin  cannifter  over  it,  and  fprinkled  turpentine 
over  fome  of  the  hemp,  he  proceeded  to  the  rope- 
houfe,  where  he  placed  a  bottle  of  turpentine  a- 
monga  quantity  of  loofe  hemp,  which  he  fprinkled 
with  turpentine,  and  having  laid  matches,  made  of 
paper  painted  over  with  powdered  charcoal  and 
gunpowder  diluted  with  water,  and  other  combuf- 
tibles  about  the  place,  he  returned  to  his  lodgings. 
The  next  day  he  hired  lodgings  in  two  other  houles 
to  which  he  intended  to  fet  fire,,  that  the  engines 
might  not  be  all  employed  together  in  quenching  the 
conflagration  at  the  dock.  On  this  day  he  again 
went  to  the  nemp-houfe,  intending  to  fet  it  on  fire, 
which  he  however  was  unable  to  effect,  owing  to  a 
half-penny  worth  of  common  houfe  matches  *  tiaat 
he  had  bought  not  being  fufficienily  dry.  This 
difappointment,  he  faid,  rendered  him  exceedingly 
uneafy,  and  that  he  went  from  the  hemp-houfe 
to  the  rope-houfe,  and  fet  fire  to  the  matches  he 
had  placed  there.  He  faid  his  uneafinefs  was  in- 
creafed  becaufe  he  could  not  return  to  the  lodging 
where  he  had  left  a  bundle  containing  an  Ovid's 
Metamorphofes,  a  trearife  on  war  and  making  fire 
works,  a  Juftin,  a  piftol,  and  a  French  paflport, 
in  which  his  real  name  was  inferted. 

When  he  had  fet  fire  to  the  rope-houfe  he  pfo- 
ceeded  towards  London,  deeply  regretting  his 

failure 

*  The  matches  he  had  formed  for  firing  the 
combuflibleswerefo  contrived  as  to  continue  burn- 
ing for  twenty  four  hours ;  fo  that  by  cutting  them 
into  proper  lengths  he  provided  for  his  efcape, 
knowing  the  precife  time  when,  the  fire  would 
reach  the  combuflibles. 
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failure  in  attempting  to  fire  the  other  building,  and 
was  ftrongly  inclined  to  fire  into  the  windows  of 
the  woman  who  had  fold  him  the  bad  matches. 
He  jumped  into  a  cart,  and  gave  the  woman  who 
drove  it  iixpence,  to  induce  her  to  drive  quick;  and, 
when  he  had  pafled  the  centinels,  obferved  the  firjC 
to  have  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  that  the  u  ele- 
**  ment  feem«d  in  a  blaze."  About  ten  the  next 
morning  he  arrived  at  Kingfton,  where  he  remain- 
ed till  the  duik  of  the  evening,  and  proceeded  to 
London  in  the  ftage. 

.  Soon  after  his  .Arrival,  he  waited  upon  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  city,  and  informed  him  of  having 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  burning  the  bills  upon, 
and  letters  to,  him  from  Silas  Dean.  The  gentle- 
man behaved  to  him  with-ihynefs,  but  appointed 
to  meet  him  at  a  coffee-houfe.  At  the  coffee-houfe 
the  gentleman  feemed  to  be  doubtful  as  to  the  fto- 
ry  told  by  Hill,  who  therefore  went  away  dif- 
pleafed,  and  as  foon  as  he  reached  Hammerfmith 
wrote  to  the  merchant,  faying  he  was  going  to 
Briflol,  and  that  the  "  handy  works"  he  meant 
tD  perform  there  would  be  foon  known  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Briftol,  he  fet  fire  to  fe- 
veral  houfes,  which  all  were  burning  with  great 
rapidity  at  one  time,  and  the  flames  were  not  ex- 
tinguifhed  till  damage  was  fuftained  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  thouland  pounds.  He  alfo  fet  fire  to 
combuftibles  that  he  had  placed  among  a  number 
of  oil  barrels  upon  the  quay,  but  happily  without 
effeft.  He  related  to  Baldwin  a  great  number  of 
other  circumftances,  which  were  confirmed  by  a 
variety  of  evidence  on  the  trial. 

James  Ruflel  produced  a  tin  cafe  and  a  wooden 
box  made  to  fit  each  other,  containing  combufti- 

fcks, 
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Bles,  which  he  fwore  he  found  in  the  hemp-houfe 
at  Portfmcuth. 

William  Tench,  apprentice  to  a  tinman  at  Can- 
terbury, depofed,  that  about  a  month  or  fix  weeks 
before  Chriftmas  he  made  the  tin  cafe  produced  by 
Ruflel,  by  the  order  and  under  the  immediate  in- 
fpeclion  of  th«  prifoner. 

Elizabeth  Boxall  fwore  that  the  prifoner  lodged 
at  her  boufe  on  the  night  preceding  that  on  which 
the  fire  happened,  and  that  in  the  morning  (he 
perceived  a  violent  fmell  of  fulphur,  and  going  in- 
to the  prifoner 's  room  complained  that  (he  was 
fearful  he  would  fet  fire  to  her  houfe  ;  that  he  left 
a  bundle,  which  me  opened  and  found  to  contain 
a  tin  cafe;  and  being  fhewn  thecannifter  produced 
by  Ruffel,  fhe  believed  it  to  be  the  fame. 

Mrs.  Cole  fwore  that  the  prifoner  took  a  lodging 
at  her  houfe,  and  left  there  a  bundle  *  containing 
fome  books  and  other  things,  which  flie  delivered 
to  Mr.  Jeffrey,  clerk  to  the  commiffioner  of  the  dock. 

John  1'ifher,  fervant  to  Mr.  Tuck,  tinman  at 
'Canterbury,  depofed,  that  about  fix  or  feven  weeks 
beforeJChriflrnas  the  prifoner  came  to  his  matter's 
fliop,  and  gave  orders  for  two  tin  cafes,  but  that, 
not  being  finifhed  at  the  time  he  had  appointed  to 
call  for  them,  they  were  left  on  his  maker's  hands. 
Fifher  produced  one  of  the  cafes,  which  was  found 
to  correfpond  with  that  found  in  the  hemp-houfe. 

William  Baldy  and  William  Wefton  fwore,  that 
they  law  and  converfed  with  the  prifoner  in  the 
hernp-houfc  at  Portftnouth  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber. 

Anne 

*  This  bundle  contained  the  books,  the  French 
paffport,  &c.   which  the  prifoner  mentioned  tg»- 
Baidwin.  '   * 
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Anne  Hopkins  depofcd  that  about  four,  or  half 
paft  four,  of  the  day  on  which  the  fire  happened 
at  Portfmouth-dockjthe  prifoner  overtook  her  near 
the  Flying  Bull  at  Gotham,  and  faying  he  waa 
going  to  Jretersfield,  and  feared  he  fhould  be  be- 
nighted, defired  fhe  would  allow  him  to  ride  part 
of  the  way  in  her  cart,  and  gave  her  fixpence  ia 
Order  that  {he  might  drive  quick;  and  thai,  when 
file  came  within  fight  of  her  houfe,  he  leaped  out 
of  the  cart,  and  took  (he  road  leading  to  London. 

Anne  Gentle  fwore,  that  on  the  day  before  the 
fire  at  Portfmouth  the  prifoner  bought  a  half- 
penny worth  of  matches  at  her  (hop  OR  Portlmouth 
Common  :  and  John  Hillmgdon  fwore  that,  as  far 
as  he  could  judge  from  human  probability,  the 
ptifoner  was  the  man  to  whom  he  fold  two  ounces 
of  fpirits  of  turpentine,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  falt-petre,  either  three  or  four  days  before  or 
after  the  aoth  of  November. 

Mary  Bifhop  depofed,  that  fome  time  between 
Michaelmas  and  Chnllmas  the  prifoner  came  to 
her. houfe  in  Canterbury,  and  aiked  whether  fhe 
could  procure  a  wooden  thing  to  be  made  for  him. 
Being  (hewn  the  wooden  box  found  with  the  tin 
cafe  in  the  hemp-houle.  (he  faid  (he  faw  a  thing 
like  it  brought  to  the  prifoner  by  Mr.  Ormiftum's 
apprentice,  who  was  (ince  dead. 

John  Dobby,  who  appiehended  the  prifoner, 
declared  that  he  found  in  his  cultodv  the  follow- 
ing articles:  afnuff-box  containing  tinder,  a  fmall 
powder-horn  with  gunpowder,  a  linking  tinder- 
box  piimed,  a  phial  half  full  of  (pint*  of  turpen- 
tine, a  parcel  of  matches,  and  fome  other  things 
not  of  a  fulpicious  nature. 

Thomas  Mafon,  a  pai.»  er  near  Bri'iol,  fwore 
that  the  day  after  Chiiltnu  day  the  prifoner  caio» 
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to  his  houfe,  and  afked  leave  to  grind  a  fmall 
quantity  of  charcoal ;  that  he  directed  him  to. his 
colour-ftone,  on  which  he  worked  about  two  hours 
in  grinding  a  piece  of  charcoal  about  the  fize  o£ 
two  of  his  fingers.  •* 

The  bundle  left  by  the  pri Toner  at  Mrs.  Cole's 
was  then  produced  ;  and  the  clerk  informed  tthe 
court  that  it  contained  a  loaded  piftolj  a  French 
paffport,  andfoxne  books^  the  titles -of  which  he 
read. 

The  coiirt  then  informed  the  prifoner,  that 
the  evidence  againft  him  was  elofed,  and  called 
iipon  him  for  his  defence.  He  called  no  witnef 
fes,  but  addrelfed  the  court  two  or  three  times, 
and  propofed  fome  queftions  to  Baldwin,  but  he 
faid  nothing  tending  to  invalidate  the  charge 
againft  him. 

The  judge  then  fummed  up  the  evidence  in  the 
moft  clear,  ci'rcumftantial,  and  candid  manner  that 
qan  be  imagined  ;  and  the  jury  pronounced  -him 
guilty:  in  confequence  of  which  the  judge  attdref- 
fed  him  in  a  manner  truly  pathetic,  reminding  him 
of  the  (hocking  enormity  of  his  crime,  which  was 
of'fuch  a  nature  as  would  not  admit  the  poflibility 
of  his  fen-tence  being '"revei fed,  and  exhorting  him 
to  exert  his  utmofl  endeavours  that  the  eternity- 
he  Was  to  enter  upon  in  a- few  days  might  prove 
"  an  eternity  of  bhfs  inftead  of  mifeiy."  The  pri- 
foner laid  he  entertained  "  no  hopes  of  pardon, 
"  but  was  willing  to  die,  more  fo  than  to  live." 

This  rnalefa&or  was  tried  at.Winchefter-caftle 
,   on  Thuriday  the  6th  of  March,  1777,  before  the 
right  honourable  Sir  William  Henry  Aihurft,  Knt. 
and  Sir  Beaumont  Hotham,   Knt. 

James  Hill  was  executed  at  Portfmouth  on 
the  loth  of  March,  1777. 

During 
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During  a  refidence  of  fome  years  in  America, 
Hill  imbibed  principles  incompatible  with  the 
interefts  of  tfyis  country.  His  cafe  affords  a  ftrik- 
ing  inftance  of  the  extravagant  lengths  to  which 
people  may  be  tranfported  by  party  zeal.  Not 
influenced  by  private  malignancy,  or  avaricious 
motives,  he  formed  the  defperate  refolution  of 
committing  a  crime  of  fuch  horrid  enormity  as 
not  to  admit  the  poflibility  of  any  kind  of  aggra- 
vation ;  and  this  refolution  he,  in  fome  degree, 
effected.  Had  his  diabolical  purpofe  been  at- 
tended with  the  full  fuccefs  he  expected,  long  ere 
this  Great  Britain  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
loft  her  national  importance,  and  been  reduced  to 
a  (late  of  the  mod  abjeft  flavery  to  foreign  and 
defpotic  powers. 

Though  Hill  aimed  at  involving  every  indi- 
vidual of  thefe  kingdoms  in  immediate  and  general 
deftruction,  chriftian  charity  thould  induce  us  to 
hope  that  he  followed  the  advice  of  the  learned 
judge,  in  endeavouring  to  make  the  eternityv 
that  awaited  him  '*  an  eternity  of  blifs  initead 
"  of  mifery." 


Particulars  of  the  Examination,  Commitment, 
and  Trial,  of  DAVID  BROWN  DIGNAN, 
who  was  convicted  of  a  Fraud,  and  fentenced 
to  labour  on  the  Thames. 
a 

ON  Wednefday  the  igth  of  March,  1777,  this 
offender  was  brought  -to  the  office  in  Bow* 
ftreet,  when  Mr.  John  Clark  depofed,  that  between 
the  1 8th  of  June  and  the  8th  of  July  preceding 
he  paid  the  prifoner  ^100 : a  :  10  as  a  gratuity  for 
11  h  2  inveft- 
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invefllng  him  with  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  minute* 
in  his  majelty's  cuftom-houfe  in  Dublin;  that  the 
above-mentioned  fum  was  paid  at  different  times 
in  cafli  and  drafts,  and  that  the  drafts  were  duly 
honoured  by  the  parties  on  whom  they  were  drawn. 
Mr.  Clark  produced  a  ftamped  paper  bearing  the 
fignatuie  of  lord  Wey mouth,  and  counter-figned 
Thomas, Daw,  which  he  depoled  to  have  received 
from  the  prifoner  as  a  legal  warrant  appointing 
him  to  the  office  in  queftion.  Mi  Daw  proved 
that  the  fignature  of  lord  Wcymouth  and  his  o>v» 
name  were  counterfeited ;  and  it  evidently  appear- 
ed that  the  feals  had  been  taken  from  fome  inllru* 
inent,  and  affixed  to  the  pretended  warrant. 

Dignan  was  charged  with  a  fimilar  offence  bjr 
Mr  Brown,  from  whom  he  obtained  ^1000,  un- 
der pietence  of  caufing  him  to  be  appointed  writer 
of  the  London  Gazette.  Mr.  Brown  produced 
a  warrant  bearing  the  iimilar  marks  of  irnpofition 
with  thofe  exhibited  in  the  former  charge  :— this 
gentleman  likewife  produced  a  letter,  given  to 
him  by  the  prifoner,  ordering  Mr.  Harrilon,  the 
printer  of  the  Gazette,  to  ad  under  the  dire&iofc 
of  Mr.  Brown  ;  and  Hkewife  an  oath  of  qfcalifica- 
tion  taken  by  him  in  pretence  of  the  prifoner. 

After  a  very  deliberate  confideration  of  theft 
circumftances,  the  magiftrates  were  of  opiniott 
that  Dignan's  offence  was  not  within  the  defcxip-* 
tion  of  the  laws  refpecling  forgery  :  he  was  there* 
fore  committed  to  To  thill-  fields  bridewell,  to  lake 
his  trial  for  the  fiauds. 

The  pnfoner,  by  way  of  defence,  faid  that,  o* 
fufpicicn  of  his  having  been  guilty  ot  high  trea* 
fon,  his  papers  had  been  leized,  and  were  in  *he 
•potfcll  on  ot  Sir  Alexander  Leitb  ;  addmg  that 
Ibme  writing  am^ng  them  would  fully  exculpate 

ktfll 
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film  from  the  charges  adduced  againfl  him.  Sir 
Alexander  ordered  his  trunk  to  be  brought  into 
the  office,  and  all  fuch  papers  as  were  not  confider- 
cd  as  matter  of  evidence  were  returned  to  him. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1777,  David  Brown  Dignan 
was  indicated  at  Guildhall,  Weftminfter,  for  de- 
frauding Mr.  Clarke  of  £700*,  under  pretence  of 
appointing  him  clerk  of  the  minutes  in  the  cuftom- 
heufe  at  Dublin,  by  mean**  of  a  forged  warrant 
pretended  to  be  figned  by  lord  Weytnouth  .and 
Mr.  Daw.  The  evidence  againft  him  was  in  fub- 
fiance  what  we  have  already  related ;  and  the  jury 
found  him  guilty,  without  leaving  the  court* 

The  magiftrates  hefitated  a  long  time  on  what 
punifhment  fliould  be  infli&ed  on  fo  atrocious  an 
offender,  and  at  length  fentenced  him  to  work  five 
years  on  the  river  Thames. 

Dignan  bad  carried  on  .a  ftill  more  atrocious 
traffic  than  that  for  which  he  was  convi&ed.  Not 
Jong  before  he  was  detected,  he  called  at  the  houfe 
of  lord  Suffolk,  requeftirtg  an  interview  on  f>u- 
Cnefs  of  an  important  nature.  His  lordfhip  ad- 
mitted him  to  a  private  audience  ;  when  Mr.  Dig- 
nan difclofed  his  purpofe  to  the  following  effect : 
he  faid  that  he  had  unhappily  engaged  in  a  con- 
fpiracy  with  fome  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune 
to  (hoot  the  King ;  and  he  had  the  audacity  to 
mention  the  names  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  rank 
and  fortune,  particularly  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
the  carl  of  Shelburne,  and  th«  aldermen  Sawbridge 
and  J^ee,  &c.  as  being  among  (he  number  of  the 
confpirators. 

___^ He 

1  Mr.  Clarke's  charge  was  for^ioo:  2  ;  10;  but 
indi&ments  are  feldom  laid  to  the  fu-U  ameuut  of 
tbe  injury 
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He  even  went  farther  than  this:  he  talked  of 
the  time  and  place  where  the  fuppofed  treafon- 
able  confultations  were  held.  He  pretended  that 
the  flings  of  confcience  had  occafioned  a  remorfe 
in  his  mind ;  and  that  he  had  made  fo  ample  a 
confeifion,  as  the  only  atonement  in  his  power  for 
having  engaged  in  fo  villainous  a  confpiracy. 

Lord  Suffolk,  with  great  prudence,  urged  him 
to  make  oath  of  the  particulars;  but  this  Dignan 
declined,  faying  "  that,  as  the  fcheme  was  not 
**  yet  ripe  for  execution,  no  inconvenience  could 
"  therefore  enfue  from  the  delay.  The  confpira- 
"  tors  (he  faid)  were  to  meet  that  evening ;  and 
"  the  next  morning  he  would  wait  on  his  lord- 
"  (hip,  to  give  him  information  of  every  particular 
"  which  pafled  at  the  meeting." 

Dignan  returned  to  lord  Suffolk  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  when  he  was  urged  to  make  a  full 
difclofure  of  the  affair.  He  then  defired  a  pro- 
cra,ftination  of  one  day  only  j  and  faid  that  on 
the  next  he  would  {Wear  to  every  particular  he 
had  related. 

Juftly  fufpicious  that  Dignan  had  no  good 
intention,  his  lordfhip  had  employed  perfons  to 
watch  his  motions  ;  but  he  was  traced  only  to  the 
ftews  of  debauchery  :  and  the  gentlemen  charged 
with  the  confpiracy  were  rikewife  furrounded,  un- 
known to  themfelves,  by  a  group  of  obfci  vers. 

From  the  characters  of  the  gentlemen  accufed, 
and  that  of  the  accufer,  and  from  all  the  circum** 
fiances  that  had  paiTed,  lord  Suffolk  was  con* 
vinced  that  the  former  were  totally  innocent,  and 
thafc  the  latter  was  a  villain.  When,  therefore, 
I)ignan  waited  on  his  loidfhip  for  the  laft  time, 
the  fccretary  was  prefent.  The  fcoundrel  was 

charged 
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charged  with  his  bafenefs  in  explicit  terms.  H« 
appeared  to  be  confounded  ;  his  voice  faultered, 
he  turned  pale,  and  was  evidently  felf-convicted. 

On  Wednefday  the  *3d  of  April,  1777,  Mr. 
Smith,  governor  of  Tothill-fields  bridewell,  re- 
quelled  the  advice  of  the  magistrates  at  Bow-ftreefc 
as  to  the  difpofal  ©f  Dignan.  HeTaid  he  had  re- 
ceived an  order  for  removing  the  prifoner  to  the 
ballaft-lighter.  ^parfuant  to  the  fentence  pafled  on 
him  by  the  magi  ft  rates  of  Middle.- ex  and  Weft- 
mintler  at  the  Guildhall ;  but  that  the  folicitor  in 
a  profecuuon  cognizable  by  the  rnngiftrates  ufu al- 
ly prefiding  at  Hicks's-hall,  had  given  him  notice 
to  <ietaih  the  prifoner  in  cuftody  till  an  Habeas 
Corpus  ihould  be  procured  to  bring  him  for  trial 
before  the  laft  mentioned  magiftrates.  The  bench 
agreed  in  opinion,  that  as  Tothill-fields  bridewell 
was  a  county  gaol,  the  Middlefex  magiftrates  would 
have  been  juftifiable  in  claiming  the  appearance 
of  the  prifoner  without  the  authority  of  an  Habeas 
Corpus  ;  and  they  commiffioned  Mr.  §mith  to 
remove  Dignan  on  the  firft  opportunity. 

Mr.  Smith  faid  that  on  the  fame  evening  or  the 
next  morning  he  would  endeavour  to  get  rid  of 
fuch  a  troublefome  guefl,  who  had  In^geftcd  a 
variety  of  ftratagems  to  obtain  his  liberty;  adding, 
that  on  the  Satarda--  morning  preceding  he  had 
offered  to  bribe  an  attendant  in  the  prifon  with  a 
bank  note  of  ten  pounds,  to  favour  his  efcape  in 
a  forge  cheft. 

!«o  time  was  now  loft  in  conveying  Dignan  on 
board  the  ballaft-lighter.  Being  poiirlfed  of 
plenty  of  money,  and  hrvmg  high  notions  of  gen- 
tility, ne  went  to  Woolwich  in  a  poft-chaife,  w:th 
his  Ncgro-fervant  behind,  expecting  that  his  mo- 
ney would  procure  every  indulgence  io  his  favour, 

and 
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and  that  his  fervant  would  be  flill  admitted  to  at- 
tend him;  but  in  this  he  was  egregioufly  miflaken 
—the  keepers  of  the  lighter  would  not  permit  the 
Negro  to  common  board;  and  Dignan  was  imme- 
diately put  to  the  duty  of  the  wheelbarrow. 

On  Monday  the  5th  of  May  Dignam  fent  a 
forged  draft  for  £.  500  for  acceptance  to  Mr. 
Drummond,  banker,  at  Charing-Crofs,  who,  dif- 
covering  the  irnpofition,  carried  the  publiftiers  be- 
fore Sir  John  Fielding;  but  they  were  difcharged; 
and  it  was  intended  to  procure  an  Habeas  Corpus 
to  remove  Dignan  to  London  for  examination* 

This  plan,  however,  was  foon  feen  through  ; 
fo»  on  confideration  it  feemed  evident  that  Dig- 
nan, by  fending  the  forged  draft  from  on  board 
the  lighter,  preferred  death  to  his  fituation*;  fo 
that  no  farther  fteps  were  taken  in  the  affair,  and 
Mr.  Dignam  remained  a  victim  to  the  equitable 
laws  of  his  country. 

This  man  had  been  genteelly  born  and  educated; 
and  his  vices,  his  contrivances,  his  unwarrantable 
artifices  alone,  reduced  him  to  a  fituation  which 
the  meaneft  beggar  would  not  envy.— It  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  caution  our  young  readers  from  treading 
in  his  fteps;  becaufe  whoever  fhould  do  fo  would 
infallibly  meet  with  the  moft  difgraceful  puniih- 
ment,  and  general  delegation. 

Account 


*  Is  not  this  a  kind  of  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  the  plan  for  punifhment  by  ballalt-heaving  ? 
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Ail  Account  of  the  Trial  of  RALPH  CUTLER, 
who  was  charged  with  having  committecTa Rape, 
and  acquitted. 

AT  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  Ralph  Cutler  was  indicted 
for  committing  a  rape  on  Mary  the  wife  of  Thorna* 
Bradley,  on  the  i6th  of  July  preceding. 

Mrs.  Bradley  lived  in  Red  Lion  Alley,  Cow* 
crofs  :  her  hulband  was  what  fhe  called  an  auc- 
tioneer and  appraifer  ;  but  his  principal  bufineT* 
was  keeping  pofTeffion  of  effects  in  h'oufes  under 
commiffions  of  bankrupt. 

Mrs.  Bradley  ufed  to  frequent  the  Merlin't 
Cave,  ,a  reputable  public  houfe  in  Spa-fields, 
Clerkenwell,  where,  as  it  appears,  me  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Cutler ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  their  connexion  was  of  a  very  intimate  kind. 

Mrs.  Bradley  fpent  the  evening  of  the  i5th  of 
July  at  Merlin's  Cave,  where  after  fupping  with 
fome  company  in  the  garden,  Ihe  went  into  the 
houfe,  at  the  requeft  of  Cutler  (as  (he  fays),  to 
hear  fome  women  fmg.  The  company  went  away 
abo.ut  half  pad  twelve  ;  and  all  of  them  parted  at 
the  Cold-bath  in  Cold-Bath-field?,  except  one 
lady,  who  went  with  Mr.  Cutler  and  Mrs.  Bradley 
to  Brook-ftreet,  Holborn,  where  (he  likewife  left 
them.  Cutler  now  afked  Mrs.  Bradley  to  drink  a 
glats  of  wine  :  (he  refufed  ;  but  they  went  to  her 
houfe,  out  of  their  regular  road  near  hulf  a  mile  : 
he  followed  her  into  the  houfe;  and  a  woman, 
who  was  attending  Mrs.  Bradley's  children,  then 
went  away,  and  left  the  parties  together. 

Mrs.  Bradley  depofed,  that,  when  the  woman 
Was  gone,  Cutler  effected  his  purpofe,  by  commit- 
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ting  an  abfolute  rape  on  her  in  the  kitchen ;  that 
ihe  threatened  to  acquaint  her  hufband  with  what 
had  paffed,  and  infifted  on  his  going  out  of  the 
houfe  irtimediately  ;  that  in  the  interim  two  of  her 
children  being  crying  in  the  bed,  flie  went  up  to 
them,  but  then  coming  down,  flie  went  up  again 
with  fome  drink  which  Cutler  advifed  her  to  give 
to  the  children.  Cutler  followed  her  *,  locked 
the  door,  and  a  fecond  time  committed  the  faft 
for  which  he  was  indi&ed. 

She  further  depofed,  that  he  infilled  with  an 
oath,  that  fhe  mould  go  to  bed,  and  helped  to  un- 
drefs  her ;  that  he  lay  an  hour  and  an  half  in  the 
bed,  and  then  went  down  flairs,  and  fhe  thought 
he  was  going  away ;  that  flie  went  down  after- 
wards, found  him  in  the  kitchen,  and  informed 
him  that  fhe  would  acquaint  her  hufband  how  ill 
fhe  had  been  treated. 

On  the  following  morning,  Mr.  Hamley,  a  re- 
lation of  her  hufband,  called  on  her ;  but  what 
was  prefumed  to  pafs  on  this  vifit  will  befl  appear 
from  an  abftraft  of  Hamley 's  evidence  on  the 
trial. 

He  depofed  in  fubftance,  that  he  called  on  Mrs^ 
Bradley  on  the  i6th  of  July  j  that  fhe  faid  file  was 
not  well,  but  defived  him  to  flay,  as  fhe  had  fome- 
thing  particular  to  communicate.  She  told  him 
fhe  had  been  at  Merlin's  Cave  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  mentioned  her  company ;  told  hira 
that  Cutler  came  home  with  her  againft  her  re- 
monftrances  to  the  contrary,  and  that  he  perpe- 
trated the  faft  as  abovementioned.  That  Hamley 

*  We  muft  remember  that  this  is  her  evidence. 
We  fhall  fee  how  far  it  was  credited. 

told 
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told  her  "  if  flie  would  defer  going  to  her  hufband 
**  till  the  afternoon,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  meet  her 
"  on  Blackfriars-bridge,  and  take  a  walk  into  St. 
41  George's  Fields."  They  met  accordingly .  Hara- 
ley  (aid  his  motive  was  "  to  fee,  if  pofTible,  whe- 
*'  ther  there  had  been  any  intimacy  before ;"  that 
he  alked  her  whether  they  had  eVer  been  together 
before,  but  that  ihe  declared  (he  had  been  inno- 
cent from  firft  to  Jaft. 

Hamley  and  Mrs.  Bradley  took  a  walk  to 
John  o'Grote's  houfe  *,  in  St.  George's  Fields, 
whence  they  returned  to  London  ;  and  Hamley 
then  leaving  her,  called  at  her  boufe  about  nine 
o'clock  the  fame  evening,  to  fee  if  Cutler  was  in 
her  company  ;  but  no  Mr,  Cutler  was  to  be 
found. 

The  prifoner  declaring  that  be  left  his  defence 
to  his  comnfel,  Caroline  Taylor,  who  ufed  to  fell 
fruit  at  Merlin's  Cave  in  the  fummer,  deputed,  that 
{he  knew  the  profecutrix,  and  had  attended  her  as 
a  nurfe  to  her  child;  that  Mrs.  Bradley  came  to 
the  Cave  the  evening  after  the  rape  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  committed,  and  alked  her  (Taylor) 
it  (he  had  feen  Mr.  Cutler. 

'  This  witnefs  depofed  that  Mrs.  Bradley  was  a  fa- 
mous (kittle-player  ;  that  (be  bad  frequently  feen 
her  and  Cutler  play  together;  and  that  Ihe  would 
challenge  any  one  to  play  at  (kittles, 

This  witnefs  depofed,  that  Mr.  Hamley  fre- 
quently viuted  Mrs.  Bradley,  and  that  he  fame- 
times  (laid  till  late  hours  :  and  that  a  Mr.  Robin* 
fon  had  flept  in  the  houfe  a  whole  night,  in  Mr. 
Bradley 's  abfence.  Being  alked  if  flie  thought 
I  i  2  Mrs. 

?  A  public-boufe,  famous  for  felling  ale. 
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Mrs.  Bradley  a modeft  or  immodeft  woman,  flie  re- 
plied, "  {he  cannot  be  very  modeft,  when  at  all 
"  times,  fhe  would  go  out  and  come  home  at  all 
"  hours  when  I  was  there,  and  fometimes  very 
"  much  in  liquor." 

It  was  enquired  if  {he  had  feen  her  with. other 
men  befides  her  hufband,  Her  reply  was,  "Yes, 
"  that  I  have,  divers  of  times,  when  her  hufband 
"  was  not  at  home  at  all,-  and  men  have  laid  in  the 
**  houfe  when  he  was  not  at  home."  Being  far- 
ther afked  if  {he  thought  Mrs.  Bradley  an  immo- 
deft  woman,  flie  aniwered  "  I  don't  know  what 

*  you  call  a  modeft  woman,  if  you  call  that  one." 
Sarah  Cooke,  who  had  been  lervant  at  Merlin's 

Cave,  proved  that  Mrs.  Bradley  called  at  the  houfe 
on  the  evening  after  the  prefumed  rape,  and  en- 
quired for  Cutler,  who,  fhe  faid,  had  promifed  to 
meet  her  there. 

Mr.  John  Bates  gave  evidence  Mill  more'conclu- 
flve  againft  the  character  of  the  profecutrix.  Being 
afked  if  >he  remembered,  when  he  was  in  the  room 
in  the  evening  with  Bradley  and  Cutler,  that  the 
former  laid  a  wager  about  any  thing,  he  replied 
in  the  following  terms  ;  "  No ;  but  I  remember 
*'  another  circumftance  which  is  rather  more  fingu- 
."  lar;  this  was,  Cutler  was  afked  to  fing  a  fong, 
"  which  he  frequently  did;  fo  he  begins  and  fings 
"  a  bit ;  by  G —  (fays  he)  /  can  neither  fing  nor  do 
*'  any  thing  elfe  : — fhe  took  notice  of  it ;  Ihe  goes 

*  out,  and  takes  him  with  her  into  the  paflage  be- 
*'  tween  the  two  rooms,  and  fhe  comes  in  again, 
"  and  faid  that  Mr.  Cutler  was  fineable  for  what 
"  he  had  faid." 

Mr.  Bates  farther  faid,  that  the  company  defired 
the  ladies,  who  were  four  in  number,  to"  withdraw, 
fo  bring  ia  the  verdiel,  and  that  they  retired  into 

another 
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another  room.  On  their  return  a  foreman  was  fix- 
ed on  r  and  Mrs.  Bradley  was  this  foreman,  who 
delivered  a  verdict  that  Mr.  Cutler  was  fineable  a 
bottle  of  ale ;  and  the  ale  was  called  for,  and  he 
paid  for  it,  **  becanfe  he  was  not  incap  ible." 

This  caufe  was  tried  before  Mr.  Juitice  Gould, 
who,  after  Mr.  Bates  had  given  his  teftiniony,  faid, 
.  "  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have  heard  this  evi- 
"  dence  fo  far  ;  if  you  deOre  it,  1  fhall  fum  up  the 
'*  evidence." — The  jury  replied,  "  We  will  not 
"  trouble  your  lordfhip,  we  are  very  well  fatisfied" 
and  immediately  acquitted  the  prifoner. 

The  writer  of  this  well  remembers  that,  when 
the  charge  was  firfl  made  againft  Cutler  before  the 
magistrates  in  Bow-ftreet,  no  perfon  gave  credit  to. 
''the  teftimony  of  Mrs.  Bradley  ;  but,  as  the  charge 
was  pofitive,  the  magiftrates  were  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  committing  Mr.  Cutler. 

The  iffue  of  the  trial  feems  to  prove,  that  the  ju- 
ry had  good  fenfe  enough  to  difttnguifb  between  a 
criminal  intimacy  with  the  wife  of  another  man, 
and  the  perpetration  of  fo  horrid  a  crime  as  a  rape. 
Mr.  Bradley  had  for  fame  time  a  confidence  in 
the  innocence  of  his  wife  :  and  perhaps  it  would 
have  been  happier  for  all  parties  if  that  confidence 
had  been  well-founded. 

From  this  tale  let  it  be  learnt,  that  fidelity  to  the 
marriage-bed  is  one  of  the  rirfl  duties  of  thole  who 
are  bound  together  by  one  of  the  mod  {acred  of  all 
bonds ;  a  bond  foundr d  equally  in  nature,  in  found 
policy,  in  reafon,  and  in  religion. 

The  man  and  woman,  who,  united  in  wedlock^ 
defert  each  other,  who  make  feparate  interefts,  and 
feek  to  be  happy  indeptn  3.ent  of  the  original  ob- 
jeft  of  their  choice,  generally  bring  down  mifery 
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•n  their  own  heads,  becoming  wretched  by  the 
very  means  they  feek  to  make  themfelves  happr. 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  Mr.  JOHN  HARRISON, 
who  was  convicted  of  Forgery^  but  afterwards 
received  His  Majefty's  Pardon. 

MR.  Harrifon  was  accountant  to  the  Loncloft 
Aflurance  corporation;  and  it  was  his  pecu- 
liar misfortune  to  be  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  Angu« 
Mackey,  a  merchant  in  the  city  in  an^exten- 
fiv£  way  of  trade,  who,  by  urgent  felicitations, 
prevailed  upon  the  unfufp«€ting  and  good-natured 
man  to  lend  him  feveral  fums  belonging  to  the 
company,  folemnly  promifing  to  return  the  money 
before  he  would  have  occauon  to  make  up  his  ac- 
counts. 

When  the  time  appointed  for  the  6rft  payment 
arrived,  inftead  of  returning  what  he  had  already 
got  into  hispofleffion,  Mackey  urged  JIarrifon  for 
a  further  fupply,  alluring  him  that  he  was  in  dai- 
ly expectation  of  remittances,  on  the  receipt  of 
which  he  would  return  the  whole  fum  that  Harri- 
fon was  deficient  in  his  account  with  the  company; 
adding  that,  if  he  met  with  a  refufal,  he  muft  in* 
evitably  flop  payment,  which  would  neceffarily  oc- 
cafion  an  expofure  of  Harrifon's  violation  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  him  by  the  company. 

In  this  manner  was  the  unfortunate  man  amufed 
for  feveral  months,  during  which  time  he  fupplied 
Mackey  with  different  fums,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  £.7550;  and,  to  prevent  detection,  he  i^« 
ferte4  figures  in  the  booi  containing  the  account 
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between  4ie  bank  of  England  and  the  London  Af- 
furance  company,  fo  that  the  bank  appeared  to  be 
debtor  for  ,£.7550  more  tkan  had  been  paid 
there. 

He  fent  a  clerk  with  /".no  to  the  bank;  and, 
when  .the  book  was  returned  to  him,  he  put  a 
figure  of  3  before  the  a,  which  made  the  fum  ap- 
pear £.3000  more  than  was  really  paid;  and  fi mo- 
lar alterations  were  made  in  other  parts  of  the 
book. 

A  committee  of  "the  company  being  appointed 
to  meejt  on  Wednefday  the  9th  of  July,  1777,  Mr. 
Harrifon  mentioned  the  circumftance  to  Mackey, 
and  told  him  that  he  mud  be  utterly  ruined  unleft 
the  deficiency  in  the  company's  cafh  was  made 
good  before  that  day  :  but,  notwithftanding  *h« 
life  and  reputation  of  Kis  generous  and  imprudent 
friend  were  at  ftake,  he  neglected  to  return  the 
money. 

About  eleven  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day  on 
which  the  committee  was  to  be  held,  Harrifon 
placed  feveral  account-books  on  the  table  of  the 
committee-room,  and  had  fome  corwerfation  with 
Alexander  Aubert,  Efquire,  the  deputy-governor. 
When  the  committee  was  about  to  be  opened, 
Harrifon  abfconded ;  and,  in  about  ten  minutes  af- 
ter, the  following  letter  was  received  by  Mr, 
Ceorge  Hall,  fecretary  to  the  company ; 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  diftrefled  beyond  exprcfCpn,  having-for- 
**  feited  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  me,  by  an  aft 
*{  of  kindaefs  to  a  friend  who  has  deceived  me :  in- 
4<  clofed  is  a  ftate  of  my  account  with  the  Company, 
4*  which  tortures  my  very  foul  to  think  of  it.  I 

*'  know 
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"  -know  the"  treafury -will  not  forgive  me',  therefore 
"  don't  care  what  becomes  of  me,  as  I  dare  not  fee 
*'  them  any  more.  -God  Almighty  knows  what 
"  will  become  of  me,  or  where  1  (hall  fly  for  fuc- 
"  cour  :  indeed,  Mr.  Hall,  I  am  one  of  themoft  mi- 
•'  ferable  wretches  living,  but  I  have  betrayed  my 
"  truft,  for  which  !  never  can  forgive  myfelf. 
tc  When  I  parted  \\ith  the  money,  it  was  but  fora 
*'  few  days,  or  I  would  fooner  have  died  than  have 
"  parted  with  it ;  but,  alas !  I  (hall  now  feverely 
<(  pay  by  fufrering  myfelf  to  be  drawn  in  to  ferve  a 
fs  friend,  who  knew  it  was  not  my  own,  and  faw 
Cf  the  diflrefs  of  mind  it  coft  me  when  I  did  it. 
<{  Pleaftj  to  prefent  my  humble  duty  to  the  'gentle-' 
*f  men;  tell  them  I  can  meet  any  death  after  this, 
"  fooner  than  I  can  fee  them  again,  and  arri'deter- 
*'  mined  not  to  furvive  the  ihame  :  I  am,  dear  firr 
"  a  loft,  unhappy  being;  I  am  fo  bewildered,  that  I 
"  fcarce  know  what  I  am  doing,  but  believe  the  in- 
"  clofed  account  is  not  right,  as  I  don't  recollect 
"  that  I  am  any  way  fhort  of  cafti ;  but  in  truth 
"  I  am  not  mylelf. 

cfj.  H." 

When  Harrifon  abfconded,  he  left  upwards  of 
^".1900  in  his  delk,  and  among  his  papers  were 
found  fecuiities  on  behalf  of  the  company  to  a 
great  amount,  beiides  a  bond  given  to  him  by  Mac- 
key  for  £.7550. 

Notice  being  given  at  the  office  that  Harrifon 
was  at  a  friend's  houfe^at  Wapping,  Mr.  Aubert 
tvent  sthere  in  the  evening,  and  found  him  in  a 
ftate-of  mind  little  fhort  of  diftratlion.  Mackey's 
bond  was  produced  by  Mr.  Aubert,  and  Harrifon 
afligned.  it  over  to  .him  as  a  fecurity  on  behalf  of 
the  company.  He  accompanied  Mr,  Aubert  to  the 
2  office, 
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office,  where  two  perfons  were  ordered  to  attend 
him  and  prevent  his  putting  an  end  to  his  life, 
which  there  was>  fufficient  reafon  to  fuppofe  he 
would  attempt;  and  the  next  morning  he  was  ta- 
ken before  Sir  John  Fielding,  who  committed  him 
to  Tothill-fields  bridewell.  He  was  re-examined 
{he  following  Wetfnefday,  and  committed  to  New- 
gate in  preparation  for  Ms  trial. 

Harrifon  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  the  Sep- 
tember feffions,  1777,  on  an  indidlmcnt  for  forge- 
ry, con  fill  ing  of  twenty-four  counts,  on  twelve  of 
which  the  jury  pronounced  him  guilty.  The  pri- 
foner's  counfel  objected  to  judgment  being  paifcd, 
on  account  of  a  fuppofed  inaccuracy  in  the  mdicr.- 
ment,  and  the  matter  was  left  to  be  argued  by  the 
judges. 

Having  remained  in  Newgate  Tome  months  after 
his  trial,  Mr.  Harrifon  petitioned  for  the  judges  to 
meet,  and  that  he  might  be  heard  by  counfel.  He 
was  advifed  by  an  illuftrious  pcrfonage  to  wave  the 
plea  on  which  his  petition  was  founded,  and  in 
confcquencc  thereof  the  petition  was  immediately 
withdrawn.  In  a  few  days  a  mcfTenger  carne  to 
Newgate,  and  delivered  Mr.  Harrifon  the  agreeable 
news  that  his  Majefty  had  been  graciouily  plea  fed 
to  grant  human  unconditional  pardon;  and  the  fame 
evening  an  order  was  delivered  to  Mr,  Akcniun 
for  his  immediate  enlargement. 

Mr.  Harrifon  was  brought  up  in  a  merchant's 
counting-houie,  and  loon  after  the  expiration  of  his 
apprenticelhip  he  began  bulinefs  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  had  a  lime  and  a  coal  whart  at  Lirne- 
houfe,  where  he  carried  on  anextenfivc  trade;  bat 
failing  in  that  bufinefs,  he  engaged  himfelfaacferfc 
to  Mr.  Stnithen,  previous  to  that  gentleman's  un- 
dertaking to  conrtrud  the  Eddiftqa  light~houtc% 
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and  was  entrufted  with  the  care  and  management 
of  all  the  money  employed  in  that  important  work. 
His  conduct  under  Mr.Smithen  was  in  every  refpeclt 
unexceptionable;  and  that  gentleman  and  many 
other  refpectable  perfonsufed  their  intereft  to  pro- 
cure  him  the  office  of  accountant  to  the  London 
Aflurance  company,  in  whofe  fervice  he  would  in 
all  probability  have  continued  till  his  death,  but 
for  his  unhappy  connexion  with  Mackey. 

Harrifon  had  been  accountant  to  the  London 
Aflurance  company  nineteen  years  and  a  half,  when 
it  was  difcovered  that  he  had  betrayed  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  him;  and  till  that  period  his 
character  was  without  a  blemifh,  and  he  was  held 
in  the  higheft  efteem  by  all  his  acquaintance. 

It  is  beyond  difpute  that  Harrifon  entenained  not 
the  lealt  intention  to  defraud,  and  that  he  meant  to 
replace  the  money.  He  is  ftill  living,  and  finds  the 
lofsof  a  handfome  income,  reputation,  and  health, 
(which  was  greatly  impaired  during  his  confine- 
ment) a  fevere  punifhment  for  one  act  of  indifcre- 
tion,  in  which  all  the  misfortunes  of  his  life  have 
their  origin. 

May  the  cafe  of  this  man  prove  a  warning  to 
others  who  are  employed  in  offices  of  truit.  Let 
them  remember,  that  in  fuch  men  as  can  be  guilty 
of  perfuading  them  to  violate  the  confidence  re- 
pofcd  in  them,  no  reliance  can  with  fafety  be 
placed  :  but  if  they  once  give  reafon  for  an  im- 
peachment of  their  integrity,  they  will  be  conftantly 
under  the  tormenting  apprehenfions  of  a  difcovery, 
which,  if  they  happen  to  efcape  an  ignominious 
death,  will  reduce  them  to  poverty  and  difgrace. 
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Account  of  the  Trial  and  Execution  of  the  Reve- 
rend BENJAMIN  RUSSEN,  who  was  hanged 
at  Tyburn  for  committing  a  Rape. 

THIS  man  was  matter  of  the  fubfcription  cha- 
rity fchool  at  Bethnal-Green,  in  which  had 
been  bred  up  a  poor  girl  named  Anne  Mayne. 

At  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  October 
1777,  Benjamin  Ruflen,  clerk,  was  indicted  for 
having  committed  a  rape  on  the  faid  Anne  Mayne 
on  the  i8th  of  June  preceding.  The  girl  depofed, 
that  when  Mrs.  Ruflcn  lay-in,  the  prifoner  defired 
that  (he  (Mayne)  might  ftay  below  flairs  with  him, 
while  he  went  to  fleep  after  dinner,  left  he  (hould 
fall  into  the  fire;  and  that  he  took  this  opportunity 
to  perpetrate  the  fact  with  which  he  was  charged, 
and,  after  it  was  committed,  faid,  that  if  fne  told 
her  mother,  lifter,  or  any  "body  of  it,  he  would  flog 
her  feverely. 

She  proved  a  fccond  commiffion  of  a  fimilar  fact, 
during  which  he  looked  out  at  the  door,  in  appre- 
henlion  that  fomebody  was  coming;  but  this  did  not 
happen  to  be  the  cafe.  It  appeared,  likewife,  that 
the  crime  was  committed  a  third  time ;  but  it  would 
be  indelicate  in  the  higheft  degree  to  recount  the 
particulars  of  a  fact  of  this  nature. 

A  furgeon,  who  was  prefent  when  Mr.  Ruflen 
was  carried  before  Juftice  Wilmot,  depofed,  that, 
on  examination  of  the  girl,  he  did  not  difcover  that 
anyabfolute  violence  had  been  committed. 

There  were  three  other  indictments  againft  Ruf- 
fenof  a  fimilar  nature,  but  he  was  acquitted  of  them 
all.  He  now  proceeded  to  call  feveral  perfons  to 
his  character,  who  fpoke  well  of  him  as  far  as  they 
knew 
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In  his  defence  he  denied  the  fad,  and  pleaded  the 
malice  of  his  enemies,  who,  he  faid,  had  charged 
him-with  thofe  offences  to  deprive  him  of  his  place. 
He  urged  the  favourable  rcprefemation  of  the  fur» 
geort,  who  hud  fworn  that  the  child  had  not  been 
materially  injured;  and  infilled  that  the  time  the 
lad:  was  charged  to  have  been  committed  he  was 
fo  ill  as  to  keep  his  chamber. 
s  By  endeavouring  to  prove  this  he  proved  too 
much  ;  for  the  ivitnefs  fwore  that  he  kept  his 
chamber  two  months  fucceilively,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  all  the  other  witneifes;  To  that  the  jury 
>vere  induced  to  think  that  he  had  not  kept  his 
chamber  even  one  month. 

The  counfcl  for  the  prifoner  laboured  hard  to 
adduce  fome  proofs  of  his  innocence ;  but  the  jury- 
brought  in  a  verdict:  that  the  prifoner  was  guilty: 
in  confequence  of  which  he  received  fentence  of 
death. 

After  convi&ion,  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  lluflen 
•was  exceedingly  proper  for  a  man  in  his  unhappy 
fituation.  No  very  extraordinary  exertions  were 
made  to  obtain  a  pardon  for  him,  becaufe  it  was 
prefumcd  it  would  not  have  been  granted. 

On  the  morning  of  execution  Mr.  RulTen  was 
taken  from  New-gate  to  Tybuin  in  a  mourning- 
coach.  Juft  before  he  left  the  prifon,  feeing  a 
number  of  people  about  him,  he  madeufe  of  this 
emphatic*!  expreffion,  "  Stand  clear,  look  to  your- 
"  felves;  I  am  the  tirll  hypocrite  in  Sion."  The 
parting '  fcene  between  himfelf  and  his  fon  was 
•extremely  affecling. 

He  was  attended  in  the  coach  by  the  Ordinary 
of  Newgate,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  a  fheriff's 
officer,  and  an  undcnaker  who  had  engaged  to 
take  care  £>f  the  funeral. 

At 
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At  the  place  of  execution  Ruflen  feemed  to  have 
a  proper  fenfe  of  his  pad  wicked  life  ;  but  in  re- 
gard to  the  crime  for  which  he  fuffered,  he  thought 
himfelf  ill-treated,  as  he  always  aflerted  that  he 
had  never  been  guilty  of  a  rape,  though  he  acknow- 
ledged, a  day  or  two  before  his  death,  that  he  had 
taken  liberties  with  the  child  which  were  highly 
unbecoming.  Previous  to  the  prayers  commonly 
made  at  the  place  of  execution,  he  made  a  long 
extempore  prayer;  and  earneflly  exhorted  the  fur- 
rounding  multitude  to  take  warning  by  his  fate.  He 
likewife  cenfured  the  indecency  of  the  people  who 
flood  near  ,the  gallows  with  their  hats  on,  and  with 
apparent  unconcern,  during  the  time  of  prayer  ; 
and  obferved,  that  the  place  where  unhappy  vic- 
tims are  to  fufter  the  fentence  of  the  law  mould  be 
held  as  facred  as  a  church*  He  therefore  requefted 
the  fpeclators  to  be  uncovered,  and  to  join  in  their 
fupplications  for  him  to  Almighty  God ;  which  ac- 
cordingly feveral  of  them  complied  with :  andafter 
having  prayed  for  liis  wife  and  helplefs  children, 
he  once  more  recommended  his  foul  to  the  mercy 
of  God,  and  was  then  launched  HUO  eternity. 

On  the  way  to  execution  the  mob  infulted  RufTen, 
but  the  propriety  of  his  behaviour  at  the  fatal  tree 
had  an  evident  effect  on  the  fpectators ;  and  when 
his  body  was  cut  down,  it  was  put  into  a  hearfe, 
and  delivered  to  his  friends  for  interment. 

Benjamin  RufTen  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
j2th  of  December,  1777. 

It  is  with  pain  that  the  pen  of  delicacy  touches 
a  fubject  of  this  nature;  and  this  pain  is  increafed, 
when  we  confider  that  the  object  of  our  remarks 
was  in  a  line  of  life  that  ought  to  have  induced  him 
to  fet  the  beft  example  to  others.  A  clergyman 
who  is  a  fchoolmafter  is  bound  by  a  double  tie  ro 
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exhibit  every  mark  of  his  attention  to  the  duties 
of  religion  and  morality;  and,  when  he  fails  of  this 
duty,  his  example  is  prefumed  to  have  a  worfe  in- 
fluence than  that  of  a  man  in  another  line  of  life. 

Mr.  RufTen  had  a  wife  and  fix  children,  which 
was  no  flight  aggravation  of  his  crime.  Soon  after 
his  execution,  iome  benevolent  gentlemen  caufed 
advertisements  to  be  inferted  in  the  news- papers, 
foliciting  charity  for  the  unhappy  widow,  to  enable 
her  to  get  into  fome  way  of  buiinefs.  How  far  this 
fucceeded  is  uncertain;  but  fome fubfcriptions  were 
raifed  for  their  immediate  ufe. 

From  this  fad  tale  the  neceffity  of  keeping  a  con- 
ftant  guard  over  our  paffions  is  obvioufly  enforced ; 
and  we  hope  thofe  may  be  actuated  by  it,  on  whom 
the  fuperior  obligations  of  religion  might  fail  to 
have  their  proper  weight. 


A  compleat  Account  of  the  Life,  Trial,  Conviction, 
and  Execution,  of  THOMAS  SHE.RWOOD, 
who  fuffered  at  Tyburn  for  Forgery. 

THOMAS  Sherwood  was  the  fon  of  very  worthy 
and  refpectable  parents,  and  born  at  New- 
bury  in  Berkfliire  about  the  year  1735.  From  his 
infancy  till  he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
he  was  diftinguiflieci  by  the  gcntlenefs  of  his  difpo- 
lition,  and  the  complacency  of  his  manners. 

At  the  age  above  mentioned  he  was  lent  to  Lon- 
don, and  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Sanderfon,  a  falcfman 
in  Houndfditch.  He  ferved  his  time  with  a  degree 
of  diligence  and  fidelity,  that  (hould  furniih  an 
example  to  other  fervants. 

After 
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After  his  time  was  expired  he  fucceeded  his 
matter  in  the  bufmefs,  which  he  carried  on  with 
the  higheft  degree  of  reputation  till  within  a  year 
of  the  time  of  his  fatal  exit.  Perhaps  Mr.  Sher- 
wood thought  himfelf  fure  of  continued  fuccefs; 
for  he  embarked  in  a  fchemc  of  building,  which 
involved  him  in  dittrefs,  and  led,  with  certain  and 
rapid  fteps,  to  his  ruin. 

A  commiffion  of  bankrupt  being  ifiued  againft 
Mr.  Sherwood  in  the  beginning  of  December,  1777, 
he  abfconded,  and  went  to  Dover,  with  a  view  of 
efcaping  to  France,  confcious,  as  it  was  prefumed, 
that  his  papers  would  lead  to  a  difcovery  of  the 
forgery:  but  a  defcription  of  his  pe-^M  having 
been  given  at  Sir  John  Fielding's  office,  he  was 
followed  to  Dover  by  Mr.  Clarke,  who  met  with 
him  waiting  for  the  (ailing  of  a  vellel,  and  brought 
him  to  town  on  the  2zd  of  the  month,  and  he  was 
committed,  after  a  private  examination. 

On  the  27th  he  was  re-examined  before  Sir  John 
Fielding,  when  it  feemed  to  appear  that,  by  means 
of  a  forged  letter  of  attorney,  in  the  joint  names 
of  the  reverend  MefTrs.  Myonnet  and  French,  he 
had  fold  out  ftock  in  the  three  percent,  bank  con- 
folidated  annuities,  to  the  amount  of  £700,  and  in 
the  South  Sea  houfe  £800,  under  the  fame  forged 
power.  Some  other  circumstances  arofe  in  the 
courfe  of  this  examination,  which  will  mere  fully 
appear  in  the  following  narrative  of  his  fiaj. 

Sherwood  being  committed  to  Newgate,  was 
indicted  at  the  fcfllons  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  n 
^February,  i'778,for  tclonu-vifly  forging andcountcr- 
feiting  a  deed  with  -ies  ol  J'>hn  Myonncr, 

D.  T:  ind  James  Fren>-  thereunto  lubfc-ibed, 
purporting  to  be  a  letter  01  attorney,  bearing  cjace 
the  jd  day  of  April,  1777,  ccc, 

As 
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As  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity,  in  the  courfc 
of  this  work,  of  recording  an  inftrument  of  this 
kind,  we  give  the  following  as  a  fpecimen — a  fpe- 
cfmen  not  to  be  copied^  but  avoided. 

"  Know  all   men,  by  thefe  prefents,   that  we, 
"  the  reverend  John  Myonnett,  of  Coney-court, 
"  Gray's-inn,    D.  D.   and    the    reverend   James 
"  French,  of  Bow,  do  make,  conftitute,  and  ap- 
"  point,  Thomas  Sherwood,  of  Houndfdhch,  dra- 
"  per,  pur  true  and  lawful  attorney,  for  us,  in  our 
"  names,  and  on  our  behalf,  to  fell,  affign,  and 
"  transfer,    all,    or   any   part  of   feven    hundred 
"  pounds;  being  all  our  joint  intereft,  or  (hare,  in 
"  the  capital,  or  joint  ftock,  of  three  per  cent,  an- 
"  nuities,  erected  by  an  act  of  parliament  of  the 
"  2jth  year  of  the  reign  of   his  Majefty  King 
<;  George  II.  entitled,  an  act  for  converting  the 
"  feveral  annuities  therein  mentioned  into  feveral 
"  joint  ftocks  of  annuities,  transferable  at  theBank 
"  of  England,  to  be  charged  on  the  finking  fund; 
"  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  acts :  alfo  to  receive 
"  the  confideration  money,  and  give  a  receipt,  or 
"  receipts,  for  the  fame;  and  to  do  all  lawful  acts 
"  requifite  for  effecting  the  premifes  :  hereby  rati- 
"  fying  and  confirming  all  that  our  faid  attorney 
«'  Ihall  do  therein,  by  virtue  thereof.     In  witnefs 
•'  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands  and  feals, 
'*  the  3d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ono 
«'  thoutand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven, 

John  Myonnet,  D.D.  (L.  S.) 
James  French,  (L.  S.) 

"  Signed,  fealed,  and  delivered,  (the  paper  being 
•c  lirfl  duly  damped)  in  the  prefence  of  us, 

"  Thomas  Hewlett,  falefman,  Houndfditch. 

<*  Francis  Sherwood^  falefman,  Houndfditch.'1 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Silvefter,  of  counfel  for  the  profecution, 
having  opened  the  indictment,  counfellor  Wallace 
proceeded,  and  enlarged  oft  the  bufinefs,  Hating 
to  the  jury,  that  the  prifoner  married  the  daughter 
of  a  Mr.  Thomas  Hewlett,  who  lived  at  Weftham 
In  Effex;  that,  in  the  year  1768,  Mr.  Hewlett  hav- 
ing agreed  on  a  marriage  with  a  Mfs^JDrathgate, 
and  (he  being  pofTefTed  o~f  confolidate'cPthree  per. 
cent,  annuities,  and  alfo  three  per  cent,  reducect 
annuities,  it  was  agreed,  previous  to  the  marriage,' 
lhat  her  interefts  in  thefe  flocks  fhould  be  fettled 
upon  certain  trufts,  and  conveyed  to  Dr.  Myonnet 
and  Mr.  French,  as  truftees. 

Mrs.  Drathgate  having  conveyed  the  faid  (lock 
in  truft  to  the  gentlemen  above-mentioned,  the 
marriage  took  place ;  and  the  truftees  afterwards 
made  out  a  letter  of  attorney,  to  enable  Mr.  Sherr- 
ivood  to  receive  the  dividends,  and  to  apply  it  to 
the  ufe  of  the  trufts. 

Mr.  Hewlett  dying  about  three  years  before 
Sherwood's  misfortunes,  the  latter  received  the 
dividends  for  the  ufe  of  the  widow.  At  length^, 
to  accommodate  Mr.  Sherwood;,  (he  agreed  to  fell 
out  the  reduced  annuities;  and  the  two  truftees 
executed  a  letter  of  attorney,  to  enable  him  fo  to 
do.  When  Sherwood  became  a  bankrupt,  fufpi- 
cions  arofe  that  he  had  likewife  fold  out  the  con- 
folidated  bank  annuities;  and  when  Mr.  French 
enquired  at  the  bank,  he  found  that  the  faid  an- 
nuities had  been  transferred. 

It  appeared  that  the  prifoner  had  applied  to  Mr. 
Neibit,  a  broker,  to  fell  the  Mock  under  the  forced 
Utter  of  attorney ;  and  that  the,fubfqibing  witnefles 
were  Thomas  Hewlett,  ralefman,  of  Houndfditch, 
and  Francis  Sherwood,  ialefman,  of  Houndfditch. 

VPL.  V.  No.  48.         L  1  How 
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How  thefe  fubfcriptions  were  obtained  to  the  letter 
of  attorney  will  hereafter  appear. 

The  facl:  is  thi* :  the  fubfcribers  were  both  of 
them  related  to  and  lived  with  the  prifoner,  who 
defired  them  to  fet  their  names  as  \vitne0es  to  the 
letter  of  attorney,  though  in  truth  they  had  nei- 
ther of  them  feen  it  executed  by  Dr.  Myonnet  or 
Mr.  French,  There  is  not  the  lealt  probability 
that  the  fubfcribers  believed  they  were  doing  a 
wrong  thing ;  they  figned  it  as  a  matter  of  courfe. 

The  transferring  of  the  Hock  was  proved  by 
Mr.  Stonehoufe,  an  accountant  at  the  bank.  Mr. 
Nefbit,  the  flock-broker,  proved  the  felling  it, 
and  paying  the  money  to  Mr.  Sherwood;  and 
likewife  proved  that  he  faw  the  prifoner  make  the 
transfer;  and  the  inftrument  being  produced,  was 
proved  to  be  that  under  which  Mr.  Sherwood 
afted  as  attorney. 

The  counfel  for  the  crown  calling  for  the  evi- 
dence of  the  reverend  Mr.  French,  the  prifoner's 
counfel  objected  to  his  examination,  as  he  was  an 
interefted  witnefs  ;  on  which  Mr.  Robert  Lewin, 
fecretary  to  the  bank,  began  to  read  from  the  mi- 
nute book  6f  the  court  of  directors  as  follows  :«-* 
"  At  a  court  of  directors  at  the  bank,  on  Thurf- 
"  day  the  1 5th  of  January,  1778,  Mr.  Governor 
w  acquainted  the  court  that" — 

Here  the  prifoner's  counfel  objected  to  the 
reading  the  minute,  as  it  was  intendecfto  be  read 
for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing  that  Mr.  French  was  a, 
difinterefted  witnefs,  by  proving  that  the  court  of 
directors  had  replaced  the  flock,  fo  that  it  was  in- 
different to  Mr.  French  whether  the  inftrurnenfc 
was  valid,  or  a  forged  one. 

This  objt&ion  was  over-ruled  by  the;court,  OSL 
the  principle,  that,  if  the  prifoner  fhould.be  con- 
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victed  of  the  forgery,  the  bank  could  never  have 
the  money  back  again,  and  therefore  the  company 
were  in  the  ftrongeft  degree  proving  againft  their 
own  interefts.1 

On  this  Mr.  Lewin  proceeded  to  read  the  re- 
mainder of  the  minute,  in  the  following  words— 
"  that  the  committee  of  treafury  have  power  to 
"  make  good  to  the  faid  Dr.  Myonnet,  ami  the 
"  reverend  Mr.  French,  the  faid  fum  of  ^700 
"  confolidated  three  per  cent,  annuities." 

There  was  a  variety,  of  concurrent  evidence  un- 
happily combining  to  prove  the  guilt  of  thr  pri- 
foner,  who,  being  afked  if  he  would  fay  any  thing 
in  his  defence,  replied  "  I  refer  it  to  my  countel." 
On  this  his  advocate  faid,  "  I  wifh  him  to  be  in* 
"  formed  that  the  counfel  cannot  fpeak  for  him. 
"  If  Mr.  Sherwood  will  urge  what  he  has  to  fay 
"  for  himfelf,  if  that  furnifties  a  hint  for  his 
"  counfel,  they  will  purfue  it." 

The  prifoner  then  fpoke  as  follows  :  "  The 
*'  power  of  attorney  for  felling  ^"700  three  per 
"  cent,  reduced  annuities,  was  iigned  by  Mr. 
"  French  at  a  butcher's  (hop  in  Whitechapel; 
"  there  was  nobody  prefent  but  him  and  me  at 
"  the  time  he  figned  :  that,  upoi)  reading  it  over, 
*'  he  faid  this  jhvuld  be  ivitnejftd  at  the  time  of 
"  ftgning.  \  told  him  I  fuppofed  that  was  nothing 
"  but  matter  of  form;  I  would  get  it  figned  :  he 
*'  faid  nothing  more,  and  departed." 

A  number  of  witneifes  were  prefent,  to  prove, 
if  it  had  been  neceffary,  the  general  good  charac* 
ter  of  the  "pnfoner  :  but  this  was  neediefs;  it  could 
have  no  weight  in  a  cafe  of  this  nature  againft 
fuch  pofitive  teftimony,  and  was  ftiJl  the  lefs  ne- 
celfary,  becaufe  no  tradeftnan,  no  merchant  in 
London,  ever  bore  a  fairer  character  than  the  un-. 
l«  1  2  happy 
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happy  Sherwood,  till  this  fatal  deviation  from 
rule  of  duty* 

Mr.  Juftice  Afhurft  having  fummed  up  the  evi- 
dence to  the  jury,  they  retired  for  a  (hort  time,  and 
then  returned  with  a  verdict  that  he  was  "  guilty 
"  of  uttering  and  publifhing  the  letter  of  attorney, 
"  knowing  it  to  be  forged." 

On  the  lad  day  of  the  feffions  Mr.  Sherwood 
was  put  to  the  bar,  and  received  fentence  of  death. 
His  behaviour,  both  before  and  after  conviction, 
was  exemplary  in  the  highell  degree: — decent, 
tnodeft,  pious,  andreligned.  The  affignees  under 
the  commifiion  of  bankruptcy  attended  in  New- 
gate, where  he  made  a  full  and  ample  difclofure 
of  his  eftate  and  effe£ls,  with  a  degree  of  candour  . 
that  was  fpoken  of  at  the  time  in  terms  of  the 
higheft  praife. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  indulged  with  a  mourning 
coach  to  the  place  of  execution ;  and,  when  he 
came  within  light  of  the  fatal  tree,  he  faid,  *f  this 
"  is  the  method  God  hath  taken  to  bring  me  to 
"  himfelf."  After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  his 
body  was  delivered  to  his  friends;  and  he  was 
interred,  two  days-aftervvards,  in  the  burial-ground 
in  Bunhill-fields. 

Thomas  Sherwood  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  22d  of  May,  1778.' 

This  unhappy  man  left  a  wife  and  fix  children. 
We  are  told  that  he  was  a  liveryman  of  the 
Drapers  company ;  and  that  one  of  their  alms^ 
houfes  hear  Tower-hill  was  foon  afterwards  be* 
ftowed  on  the  widow,  which  affords  her  an  humble 
fubfiftence. 

From  this  melancholy  tale,  we  mould  learn  to 
admire  the  wifdom  of  thofe  laws  which  have  been 
framed  for  the  protection  of  property:,  but,  at 

the 
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the  fame  time,  we  Qiould  confider  that  no  one  has 
a  right  to  invade  the  property  of  another. 

There  was  not  a  man  in  England  who  bore  a 
more  unblemifhed  character  than  Sherwood,  till 
diftrefs  of  money  urged  him  to  commit  the  crime 
which  ende£  fo  fatally.  A  refolution,  therefore, 
to  abide  by  the  laws  of  rigid  honetfy,  in  ajl  con- 
tingencies, is  the  great  Icflon  to  be  learnt  from  the 
above  affe6Hng  narrative. 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  PETER  CEPPL  other- 
wife  SCIPIO,  who  was  convicted  of  malicioufly 
(hooting  at  HENRIETTA  KNIGHTLEY,  and  exe- 
cuted at 


AT  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in 
February,  1778,  Peter  Ceppi,  otherwife 
Scipio,  was  indicled  for  malicioufly,  &c.  (hooting 
at  Henrietta  Knightlev.  with  a  piltol  loaded  with 
gunpowder  and  a  leaden  bullet,  in  the  dwelling- 
houle  of  James  Draper,  &c. 

The  prifoncr,  being  a  foreigner,  was  allowed  a 
jury  of  half  foreigners  and  half  Englishmen;  and, 
not  perfectly  -underftanding  our  language,  an  in- 
terpreter was  fcvorn. 

Henrietta  Knightley  depofed,  that  the  prifoner 
came  to  her  lodgings  between  ten  and  eleven  in 
the  morning  of  the  i  8th  of  January,  and  entering 
her  room  while  (he  was  in  bed,  faid,  be  was  come 
to  do  her  bufinefst  or  words  to  that  efTeft.  He  de- 
fired  her  to  get  out  of  bed  :  die  did  fo  ;  he  pulled 
two  piftols  from  his  pocket,  but  returned  one  : 
Ihe  went  towards  tiie  door,  with  a  view  to  get  out. 
He  Hood  with  his  back  to  the  door  ;  (he  alked  him 

to 
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to  go  out,  and  eat  fome  breakfaft  with  her:  he 
anfwered,    he  would  have  no  breakfajl,    he   would 
give  her  a  good  one.     She  then  called  to  Mrs.  Ro- 
binfon,  who  was  in  care  of  the  houfe,  and  told 
her  that  the  man  had  a  piftol.     The  prifoner  im- 
mediately cocked  his  piftol,  which  the  profecutrix 
defired  him  to  put  away,  for  if  any  one  faw  it  he 
would  he  hanged.     She  then  drew  as  clofe  to  the 
curtain  as  fhe  could.     The  prifoner  running  to- 
wards her,  fired  the  piftol :  fhe  was  fenfible  of  the 
ftrok'e  of  the  ball,  and  fell  againft  the  wainfcot. 
The  prifoner  then  threw  himfelf  on  the  bed;  and 
ihe  heard  another  piftol  go  off,  but  did  not  fee  it 
in  his  hand.     On  this  a  wafherwoman  came  up, 
and  breaking  the  lower  pannel  of  the  bed-chamber 
door,  dragged  her  through  the  aperture ;  and  the 
prifoner,  following  by  the  fame  way,  quitted  the 
houfe.  J 

.Sarah  Collings  deposed,  that  (lie  lived  in  the 
'Iioufe  ;  that  (he  faw   Mrs.  Knightley  {landing  at . 
the  chamber-door;  that  her  breaii  was  naked;  that 
the  blood  was  running  down;  and  that  fhe  helped 
her  ;to  a  chair. 

Elizabeth  Robinfon  proved,  that  fhe  had  the 
care  of  Mr.  Drapei's  houfe;  that  the  prifoner 
carrie  thither,  and,  running  to  Mrs.  Knightley 's 
bed-chamber,  fattened  the  door;  that,  finding  the 
door  fa  ft,  ihe  tried  to  open  it,  but  not  being  able, 
called  to  the  prifoner  to  do  fo  ;  but  that  he  an- 
fwered  he  wmld  noty  forj/ie  was  his  wife. 

After  reciting  other  particulars,  ihe  depofed, 
that  (he  faw  Mrs.  Knightiey  on  the  landing-place, 
who  exclaimed,  "  See  how  the  villain  has  mur- 
"  dered  me  I" — Mrs.  Robinfon  depofed,  that,  on 
Mrs.  Knightley 's  opening  her  handkerchief,  (he 
faw  the  blood  running  down. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Williams,  a  furgeon,  depofed,  that  he 
found  the  lady  fitting  in  a  chair  with  a  wound  in. 
her  breaft ;  that  it  looked  like  a  gun-ftiot  wounu  ; 
that  the  ball  paffed  through  the  cavity  of  the  tho- 
rax, and  lodged  about  eight  inches  diftant  in  the 
fide ;  that  he  prefumed  it  miffed  the  lungs,  and 
he  found  it  lodged  in  the  integuments ;  and  that 
making  an  incifion,  and  extracting  the  ball,  he 
found  fome  linen  or  wadding  after  enlarging  the 
wound. 

The  prifoner,  in  his  defence,  faid,  that  he  had 
lived  ten  months  with  the  profecutrix  in  the  houfe 
of  Mrs.  Crofs,  and  that  (he  had  promifed  him 
marriage  :  but  that  fhe  moved  from  her  lodgings, 
and  cohabited  with  a  Jew ;  that  in  her  laft  lodg- 
ings (he  promifed  him  marriage  the  day  before  the 
unfortunate  affair  took  place : — that  (he  had  fre- 
quently fupplied  him  with  money  ;  and  that  he 
went  to  her  lodgings  with  a  view  to  kill  himfelf, 
rather  than  her ;  and  he  even  appealed  to  her  for 
the  truth  of  this  circumftance. 

The  profecutrix  being  interrogated  as  to  this 
particular,  (lie  faid,  "  fhe  did  not  know  what  he 
"  meant  to  do.  but  that  he  (hot  her  with  a  piftol." 
Being  afked  if  (he  believed  he  came  with  intent  to 
kill  himfelf,  fhe  faid  "  (he  did  not  know  whether 
"  he  might,  or  might  not,  with  the  other  piftol." 

Loui(a  Crofs  proved,  that  the  prifoner  and  the 
profecutrix  lodged  together  in  her  houfe ;  that 
they  cohabited  till  within  a  month  of  the  unfor- 
tunate tranfadion  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Knightley  had 
fpoken  to  the  prifoner,  in  her  houfe,  only  two 
days  before  the  affair  happened.  She  added,  that 
fhe  underftood  they  were  married,  and  knew  not 
to  the  contrary  till  the  profecutrix  informed  her 
fo,  after  they  had  left  her  houfe. 

On 
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On  confederation  of  the  whole  matter,  the  jury 
g  e  a  verdict  of  guilty,  and  the  prifoner  received 
ieiitence  of  death. 

Peter  Ceppi  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
2?d  of  May,  1778. 

The  crime  of  this  man,  though  very  enormous* 
appears  in  a  light  of  mitigation,  wRen  we  conlider 
him  as  actuated  by  the  madnefs  of  ungovernable 
padion.  He  certainly  loved  the  proiecutrix  to 
diftraftion,  and  found  his  life  a  burden  without 
the  poffefiion  of  her. 

From  this  tale  then,  beyond  almofl  any  one  in 
our  book,  we  are  taught  the  neceflity  of  keeping 
a  ftric"l  governance  over  our  paflions,  as  we  would 
wifh  to  pafs  through  life  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
religion  and  virtue. 

To  temperate  wifhes,  juft  defires, 

Is  happincfs  confin'd, 
And,  deaf  to  folly's  call,  attends 

The  mufic  of  the  mind. 


Account  of  that  remarkable  Offender  GEORGE 
BARRINGTON,  who  was  convicted  of  (teal- 
ing  a  Metal  Watch  from  the  Perfon  of  ELIZ-A- 
PETH  IRONMONGER,  on  the  I5th  of  March, 
1778. 

,ARR'INGTON  was  convifted  of  ftealing  a 
_  __\  watch  from  a  lady  in  the  pit  of  one  of  the 
theatres,  and  fentenced  to  labour  three  years  on 
the  Thames.  When  about  a  year  of  the  time  had 
expired,  be  procured  a  petition  to  be  prefented  to 
the  court,  praying  that  the  remaining  part  of  his 
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fentence  might  be  remitted:  and  the  officers  of 
the  Juftitia  hulk, made  fo  favourable  a  report  of  his 
behaviour,  that,  fome  time  after,  an  order  was  fent 
to  Mr.  Campbell  for  his  releafement. 

A  few  days  after  Harrington's  releafement,  he 
went  to  St.  Sepulchred  church,  when  Dr.  Mylne 
was  to  preach  a  fermon  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fociety  for  the  lecovery  of  peifons  apparently 
drowned.  .William  Payne,  a  conftable,  law  him 
put  his  hand  into  a  lady's  pocket  in  the  fouth  aifle, 
a.nd  prefently  after  followed  him  out  of  the  church, 
and  took  him  into  cuftody  near  the  end  of  Cock- 
lane,  upon  Snow-hill.  Having  taken  the  prifoner 
to  St.  Sepulchre's  watch-houfe,  and  found  a  gold 
watch,  and  fome  other  articles,  in  his  poffefiion; 
Payne  returned  to  the  church,  and  fpoke  to  the 
lady  whom  he  had  feen  the  prifoner  attempt  to  rob; 
and  fhe  informed  him  that,  fhe  had  loft  nothing, 
for,  expelling  the  church  to  be  much  crowded, 
fhe  had.  taken  the -precaution  of  emptying  her 
pockets  before  leaving  her  houfe. 

Upon  Payne's  return  to  the  watch-houfe,  a  gen- 
tleman adviled  that  the  piifoner  might  be  more 
ftriclly  fearched.  He  was  defned  to  take  off  .his 
hat,  and,  raiung  his  left  arm,  he  c&utjoufly  remo- 
ved his  hat  from  his  head,  when  a  metal  watch 
dropped  upon  the  .floor.  He  was  now  obliged  to 
pull  off  the  greatell  part  of  his  deaths.  He  wore 
three  pair  of  breeches,  in  one  of  the  pockets  of 
which  was  found  a  purte,  containing  thirteen  gui- 
neas, and  a  bank-note  tor  ^  i  Ot  made  payable  to 
himfelf. 

In  confequence  of  an  advertifement  inferted 
the  next  day  in  the  newfpapers,  Mrs.  honmonger 
came  to  Payne's  houle,  and  defcribed  the  watch 
fh£  had  loft;  and  it  proved  to  be  that  vyhkh  had 
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been  concealed  in  Barrington's  hair,  and  dropped 
on  the  floor  when  he  took  off  his  hat.  She  at- 
tended the  examination  of  the  prifoner,  and,  hav- 
ing fworn  that  the  watch  produced  by  Payne  was 
her  property,  was  bound  over  to  profecute. 

Upon  his  trial,  Barrington  made  a  long,  an  art- 
ful, and  a  plaufible  defence.  He  faid  that,  upon 
leaving  the  church,  he  perceived  the  wat^ch  men- 
tioned in  the  indictment  laying  upon  the  ground, 
and  took  it  up,  intending  to  advertife  it  the  next 
day  ;  that  he  was  followed  to  Snow-hill  by  Payne 
and  another  conftable,  who  apprehended  him, 
and  had,  in  all  probability,  feen  him  take  up  the 
watch.  "  I  reflected  (faid  he)  that  how  innocently 
**  foever  I  might  have  obtained  the  article  in  quef- 
"  tiorf,  yet  it  might  caufe  fome  cenfure ;  and  no 
"  man  would  wonder,  confidering  the  unhappy 
*'  predicament  I  flood  in*,  that  I  fhould  conceal  it 
"  as  much  as  poflible." 

The  jury  having  pronounced  the  prifoner  guilty, 
he  addrefled  the  court,  earneftly  fupplicating  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  enter  into  his  majefly's 
fervice,  and  promifing  to  difchaige  his  trull  with 
fidelity  and  attention  ;  or,  if  he  could  not  be  in- 
dulged in  that  requeft,  he  wiflied  that  his  fentence 
might  be  baniftiment  for  life  from  his  majetty's 
dominions.  The  court  informed  him,  that,  by  an 
application  to  the  throne,,  he  might  obtain  a  miti- 
gation of  his  fentence,  if  his  cafe  was  attended  by 
fuch  circumflances  of  extenuation  as  would  juftify 
him  in  humbly  petitioning  to  be  confidered  as  an 
objed  of  the  royal  favour.  He  requefted  that  the 
money  and  bank-note  might  be  returned.  Here- 
upon the  court  obferved,  that,  in  confequence  of 

his 
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his  conviction,  the  property  found  on  him  when 
he  was  apprehended  became  vetted  in  the  hands' 
of  the  fheriffs  of  the  city  of  London,  who  had  dif- 
cretionary  power  either  to  comply  with,  or  reject, 
his  requeft. 

George  Barrington  was  convicted  to  labour  on 
the  Thames  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  on  Tuefday 
the  ^th  of  April,  1778. 

Barrington  was  by  profeflion  a  furgeon  ;  and  his 
education,  abilities,  and  addrefs,  were  fuch,  that, 
had  they  been  properly  employed,  would  certainly 
have  introduced  him  to  a  genteel  competency,  and 
a  reputable  ftation  in  life.  He  was  early  attached 
to  diffipation  anoVextravagance,  to  which  the  earn- 
ings of  honeft  induftry  proving  greatly  unequal, 
be  had  recourfe  to  felonious  practices,  for  the 
means  of  indulging  his  infatiable  defire  of  engag- 
ing in  fcenes  of  gaiety  and  fafhionable  amufement. 
Barrington  leems  to  have  had  a  natural  tafte  for 
drefs,  in  which  particular  he  was  never  beneath 
gentility,  but  frequently  bordering  upon  elegance. 
His  appearance  gained  him  ready  admifiion  to  the 
moft  refpeclable  public  afleniblies ;  and  he  was  a 
frequent  vifitor  in  the  galleries  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament. 

Count  Orlow,  the  Ruffian  nrinifter,  being  in  one 

D 

of  the  boxes  of  Drury-lane  play-houfe,  was  robbed 
of  a  gold  fnuff-box  fet  with  diamonds,  eftimated  to 
be  worth  an  immenfe  fum  ;  and  one  of  the  count's 
attendants  fufpetting  Barrington,  feized  him,  and 
found  the  fnuff-box  in  his  poffeffion.  He  was  ex- 
amined by  Sir  John  Fielding  ;  but  the  count,  be- 
ing in  a  foreign  country,  was  influenced  by  motive$ 
ot  delicacy  to  decline  a  profecution.~ 

Some  time  after  the  above  circumftance,  a  gen- 
tleman obferved  Barrington  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
M  m  2  and 
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and  pointed  him  out  to  Philip  Quarme,  Efquire, 
deputy  ulher  of  the  black  rod,  who  infiQed  upon 
his  immediately  quitting  the  houfe,  affuring  him 
that  his  attendance  in  parliament  would,  for  the 
future,  be  difpenfed  with.  We  have  not  heard 
that  he  difputed  Mr.  Quarme's  power  of  expul- 
fion  ;  or  that,  after  the  difgrace  he  fuflained  from 
the  ftrong  arm  of  authority,  he  made  any  attempt 
to  gain  a  feat  in  either  houfe.  Barrington  was 
long  an  accomplice  of  the  famous  Mifs  Weft, 
\vhofe  memoirs  we  have  recorded  in  the  preceding 
pages. 

How  ftrange  is  it  that,  after  having  experienced 
the   intolerable  feverities  to  whkh  offenders  fen- 
tenced  to  labour  on  the  Thames  are  expofed,  Har- 
rington fhould  return  to  his  former  illegal  courfes! 
The  horror  he  exprefled,  upon  being  fubjected  to 
the  fame  kind  of  puniftiment  for  a  longer  time, 
we  hope  will  deter  others  from  following  his  ini- 
quitous  example.       To   be    deprived  of  all  the 
comforts,  conveniences,   and  almofl  the  very  ne- 
ctaries of  life — to  be  cut  off  from  all  commu- 
nication  with  the  red   of  mankind — to   be  con- 
demned to  hard,  and  almoft   inceifant  labour — 
to  be  expofed,  in  the  moft  degrading  fituation  to 
which  human  natute  can  poffibly  be  reduced,  to 
public  curio fi'ty  and  public  reproach — is  a  punifh- 
rnent  of  fuch  extieme  ieveriiy,   that  the  dread  of 
feeling   its  complicated  mHeries  we  fhould  think 
fufficient  to  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws. 


The- 


FRANCIS  LEWIS— for  Burglary.*      469 


The  Cafe  of  FRANCIS  LEWIS,  otherwife 
GRIM  I  SON,  who  was  convicted  of  a  Burglary 
in  the  Houfe  of  THOMAS  EDMONDES,  Efquire, 
and  executed  at  Tyburn. 

AT  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  April, 
1778,  Francis  Lewis,  otherwife  Grimiforr, 
was  indicted  for  breaking  and  entering  the  dwell- 
ing houfe  of  Thomas  Edmondes,  Efquire,  on  the 
night  of  the  14th  of  March  preceding,  and  ttenl- 
ing  a  gold  ring  fet  with  diamonds,  value  ^40,  an.d 
a  variety  of  plate  and  other  valuable  articlesrto  a 
very  large  amount. 

The  fa 61  is  this.  The-  prifoner  was  butler  in 
the  family  ;  his  matter  was  out  ot  town,  and  had 
difcharged  the  footman  before  he  went.  Grimifon 
and  three  maids  were  all  the  fervants  that  were 
left  in  the  houfe  with  Mrs.  Edmondes.  The  pri- 
foner, who  was  a  married  man,  had  afked  for  per- 
miflion  to  go  and  lee  his  wifA  He  returned  about 
ten  at  night.  Mary  Giles,  the  cook,  fattened  the 
door  of  the  area  a  little"  .before  one  in  the  morning. 
The  prifoner  flept  in  the  pantry;  fo  that  (he  went 
to  bed,  ;uid  lefjt  him  in  the  kitchen. 

About  three  in  the  mo,inmg.  as  the  watchman  was 
patting,  he  heard  a  piftol  fired  in  Mr.  Edmondes's 
houfe,  .on  which  he  rattled  with  his  itick  againfl 
the  iron  bars  of  the  area,  near  which  the  prifoner 
lay;  but  receiving  no  anlwcr,  he  cried  the  hour, 
and  at  half  patt  three,  as  he  was  going  his  rounds, 
he  heard  the  prifoner  cry  out.  O  Lord!  I  JfjaU  be 
dead!  The  watchman  called  out  to  know  what  was 
the  matter;  and  the  prifoner  anfwered, "  there  were 
"  rogues,  villains,  in  the  houfe,  and  he  Ihould  be 
'  ««  dead."  The  watchman  then  afked  why  he  did 

DOt 


270      NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

not  open  the  door  ?  He  faid,  "  he  could  not,  for 
•c  he  was  tied." 

On  this  the  watchman  knocked  till  two  fervant- 
maids  came  down,  who  found  the  prifoner  tied  in 
his  bed,  both  his  hands  being  tied  to  his  ancles.  ' 
He  faid  that  the  houfe  had  been  broken  open; 
that  Cl  there  were  three  men  came  in;  that  the  age 
<e  of  two  of  them  was  from  thirty  to  fix  and  thirty, 
*{  and  the  other  from  twenty  to  four  and  twenty; 
*'  that  they  had  great  coats  on,  and  flapped  hats  ; 
"  that  one  held  a  knife  to  him,  and  flood  over 
"  him  all  the  time,  while  the  other  two  robbed 
<f  the  houfe." 

Mary  Robfon,  one  of  the  above-mentioned  fer- 
vant-maids,  depofed,  that  the  prifoner  faid,  "  three 
*'  men  came  in,  and  he  fired  a  piftol  at  one;  and  * 
Ci  then  they  tied  his  hands  and  legs,  and  afked 
"  where  his  miflrefs's  jewels  were,  and  where  his 
"  miflrefs  lay?  that  they  then  took  the  plate  out 
"  of  the  clofet."  She  farther  depofed,  "  that  he 
"faid  that  the  plate  was  all  carried  away;  that 
"  they  infifted  on  having  the  key,  and  he  gave  it 
'•  to  them  out  of  his  pocket ;  that  they  doubled  a 
"  Giver  tea-board  together,  tied  it  up  in  a  table- 
*c  cloth,  and  carried  it  away." 

Information  of  this  tranfaction  having  been 
given  at  Bow-ftreet,  three  perfons  were  appre- 
hended, fuppofed  to  be  thofe  that  the  prifoner  had 
defcribed  ;  but  they  were  difcharged,  on  his  faying 
they  were  not  the  men  who  robbed  his  mailer. 

On  the  day  after  the  robbery  was  committed, 
Mr.  Claike  went  from  Sir  John  Fielding's  office, 
to  examine  how  the  burglary  had  been  committed. 
When  he  came  to  Mr.  Edmondes's  houfe,  he  faw 
the  prifoner  fitting  by  the  fire,  and  having  two 
marks,  as  if  cut  with  a  knife.  Mr.  Clarke  took 

hint 
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him  to  the  area,  on  the  outfide  of  which  was  a 
brick  a  little  broken,  on  which  the  robbers  were 
fuppofed  to  have  Hepped.  Clarke  defired  the  cook 
to  put  up  the  fhutters  as  they  were  on  the 'pre- 
ceding night.  She  did  fo  :  he  afked  if  they  were 
bolted  or  barred :  (he  faid  both.  He  demanded 
if  file  would  fwear  before  a  magiftrate  that  they 
were  bolted  and  barred  :  (he  faid,  fhe  would  not 
fwear  that  (he  bolted  the  place,  but  would  fwear 
that  fhe  barred  it. 

Clarke  obferved  that  the  bar  was  a  little  broke, 
and  that  it  went  into  a  tenter-hook,  which  muft 
hav?  been  wrenched  if  the  place  had  been  forced 
open:  but  the  moft  remarkable  circumflance  was 
this ;  a  pane  of  glafs  was  broken,  on  the  infide  of 
which  was  a  cobweb,  which  was  in  fuch  a  direc- 
tion, that  it  muft  have  been  carried  away  if  any 
one  had  come  through  the  window. 

Clarke  now  examined  the  door,  and  finding  that 
all  the  force  which  had  been  ufed  was*  on  the  in- 
fide, he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  robbery  had 
been  committed  by  fome  perfon  within  the  houfe: 
on  which  he  told  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmondes  hi*  opi- 
nion of  the  affair;  but  the  latter  feemed  very  un- 
willing to  admit  even  a  fufpicion  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  prifoner. 

Mr.  Clarke  then  (hewed  the  lady  the  place,  and 
afked  her  if  (he  had  given  the  prifoner  leave  to 
gel  out  on  the  preceding  night.  She  faid  (he  had 
permitted  him  to  go  and  fee  his  wife.  Clarke  find- 
ing that  he  was  married,  faid,  "  depend  on  it  the 
"  things  are  at  his  wife's;"  and  having  obtained 
a  direction  where  (he  had  lodged,  he  difpatched 
Charles  Jealous  and  another  perfon  to  the  houfe  of 
a  grocer  in  Gofvvell-ftretft.  There  they  learnt  that 
(he was  removed  to.Holywell-flreet,  Clare-market, 
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where  they  found  her,  having  in  her  poiTefiion  a 
large  trunk,  with  si  quantity  of  plate  and  cloaths 
in  it. 

The  woman  being  taken  before  Sir  John  Field- 
ing, acknowledged  that  flic  was  wife  to  the  pri- 
foner;  that  they  were  his  lodgings,  and  that  he 
himfelf  had  taken  them. 

In  the  interim  the'hu£band  was  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  by  Clarke,  who  defired  him  to  acquaint  him 
where  the  reft,  of  the  plate  was,  that  no  imputation 
might  lay  againft  the  characters  of  the  other  fer- 
vants.  On  this  he  acknowledged  that  he  had 
thrown  it  into  the  ciftern  of  his  matter's  houfe. 
Hereupon  Clarke  went  to  the  houfe,  2- 2.  found 
the  plate  at  the  bottom  of  he  ciftern  ;  ?nd  among 
other  articles  a  large  waiter* bent  double. 

This  and  many  other  pieces  of  plate  were  pro- 
duced in  court,  and  f\vorn  to  by  the  profecutor; 
on  which  the  jury  gave  a  verdicl  that  the  pri Toner 
was  guilty  of  ftealing  the  goods  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe ;  and  at  theclofe  of  the  feflions  he  received 
ientence  of  death. 

Of  the  behaviour  of  this  malefactor  after  con- 
viftion  no  particular  account  is  tranfmitted  us: 
not  any  endeavours  were  exerted  to  fave  him,  be- 
caufe  it  was  juftly  prefumed  that  he  was  unworthy 
of  the  royal  mercy. 

Francis  Lewis,  otherwife  Grimifon,  was  execu- 
ted at  Tyburn  on  the  24th  of  June,  1778. 

Breach  of  truft  in  fervants  is  one  of  the  mo  ft  atro- 
cious crimes  that  can  be  committed ;  and  we  feldom 
find  that  the  fervant  who  is  bafe  enough  to  rob  his 
mafter  and  benefactor  obtains  a /pardon;  nor  in- 
deed ought  he.  Almoft  unlimited  is  the  confidence 
which  is  placed  in  manyifervants,  and  very  facred 
fiiould  the  trull  be  held. 

One 
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One  principal  circumftance  that  led  to  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  offender  in  this  robbery,  was  the  paf- 
fing  of  a  cobweb  acrofs  the  window.  Hence  let  us 
learn  to  admire  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  which, 
from  the  moft  feeming  trifles,  frequently  produces 
the  mod  important  events ! 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  WILLIAM  TURNER, 
JOSEPH  DAVIS,  and  HENRY  JORDAN, 
who  were  convicted  of  Burglary,   and  executed  • 
at  Tyburn. 

THESE  fellows,  who  were  part  of  a  moft: 
defperate  gang  of  villains,  that  had  long  in- 
fefted  London  and  its  neighbourhood,  were  in- 
dited at  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in 
April,  1778,  for  breaking  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
Eleanor  Errington,  widow,  about  two  in  the 
morning  of  the  26th  of  December  preceding,  and 
Healing  plate,  gold  rings,  a  watch,  filk  gowns, 
and  other  wearing-apparel,  to  a  confiderable  a- 
mount;  together  with  fifty  guineas  in  money. 

Mrs.  Errington  was  a  widow  woman,  who  kept 
a  public  houfe  called  Copenhagen  Houfe,  in  the 
fields  near  Iflington.  Her  family  confifted  of  a 
man  and  maid-fervant,  and  her  daughter,  a  little 
girl.  The  waiter  had  fecured  the  outer-doors; 
and  Mrs.  Errington  had  fattened  the  door  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Hair-cafe  with  two  bolts  on  the 
inude.  Hearing  a  noife,  and  finding  that  feveral 
people  were  in  the  houfe,  (he  called  as  to  her 
fervants,  by  feveral  fictitious  names,  to  give  the 
intruders  an  idea  that  file  had  a  large  family. 
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The  villains  having  forced  the  door  of  the 
(lair-cafe,  and  Forced  the  lock  of  th.it  of  her  room, 
one  of  them  appeared  with  a  black  face,  or  a 
crape  over  it,  and  a  round  frock  over  his  cloaths; 
tire  fecond  had  a  handkerchief  tied  up  to  his  eyes, 
and  the  third  carried  a  dark  lanthorn.  Mrs. 
Errington  having  fire-arms  in  her  room,  they 
feized  them,  broke  open  her  bureau,  and  took  her 
'linen  and  other  cloaths.  On  the  6r(l  alarm  Ihe 
concealed  a  purfe,  containing  her  money,  be- 
tween the  bed  and  the  facking  ;  and  (lie  threw  a 
wainfcot  defk,  containing  her  plate,  under  the  bed, 
that  it  might  efcape  their  feaich.  One  of  them, 
who  was  called  Captain,,  faid  he  was  certain  that 
fhe  had  plate  ;  and  in  her  fright  fhe  was  obliged 
to  tell  them  where  it  was.  They  took  the  plate, 
and  going  down  flairs,  they  foon  returned,  and 
demanded  her  money,  telling  her  that  they  were 
well  informed  fhe  was  in  pofTemon  of  cafh  ;  and  at 
this  inftant  fhe  heard  a  fourth  voice  on  the  flairs, 
faying,  "  Don't  alk  her  any  queflions ;  cut  her 
"  throat."  They  threatened  to  dam  out  the  brains 
of  her  little  daughter,  who  lay^with  her;  and  at 
length  terrified  her  fo  that  fhe  told  them  where 
her  money  was,  which  they  took,  together  with 
her  watch,  which  hung  at  the  head  of  her  bed. 
They  likewife  took  money  from  her  pocket,  and 
fome  that  lay  loofe  in  the  drawer. 

This  being  done,  they  went  down  flairs,  fung 
fongs,  drank  three  bottles  of  wine,  and  ate  fome 
buttock  of  beef,  and  cold  minced  pies,  Soon  after- 
wards Mrs.  Errington  heard  one  of  them^on  the 
ftairs,  alking  how  fhe  did,  and  faying  that  the  be.ef 
was  exceeding  good,  and  that  they  fhould  call 
again  in  half  an  hour. 

They 
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They  new  quitted  the  houfe  ;  tht;  report  of  a 
piftol  wa<  heard,  and  one  of  the  villain*  faid, 
"  You  did  not  think  it  was  me,  when  you  fhot ; 
"  I  am  wounded  ;  I  am  afraid  I  (hall  be  lame." 
From  their  entering  the  houfe  to  their  quitting  it 
was  near  three  hours. 

Henry  Davis,  the  waiter,  being  fworn,  depofed 
to  the  following  effeft  :  that  he  made  the  doors 
and  windows  fafi  on  the  preceding  night ;  that  he 
was  awakened  by  his  miftrefs's  calling ;  that  two 
men  entered  his  room,  aiked  him  who  was  in  the 
houfe,  and  faid  they  would  blow  his  brains  out  if 
be  did  not  tell  the  truth.  They  then  went  into 
the  maid's  room,  faying  "  they  would  cut  her  to 
"  pieces;"  but  (he  had  efcaped  to  an  upper  room, 
where  fhe  concealed  herfelf  through  terror.  The 
villains  commanding  her  to  come  down,  fhe  was 
obliged  to  obey,  and  get  into  her  bed  ;  and  then 
they  tied  Davis  into  his  bed,  and  left  him  bound. 
On  the  firft  alarm,  before  they  came  up  into  his 
room,  Davis  put  a  gun  out  .at  his  window,  and 
threatened  to  fire;  on  which  one  of  the  robbers 
faid,  "  D— n  you,  fire  away !  if  you  don't,  I  will;" 
and  immediately  a  pittol  was  fired,  and  the  rogues 
ran  up  ftairs.  On  examination  the  following  morn- 
ing, it  appeared  that  fwan-fhot  and  cut  lead  were 
(licking  in  the  chimney-piece,  the  contents,  as 
iuppoltd,  of  the  piltol  above-mentioned. 

Andrew  Carleton,  one  of  the  accomplices,  having 
been  admitted  evidence,  fwore,  that  the  prifoners 
were  concerned  with  him  in  committing  the  bur- 
glary; that  they  met  in  Southwaik  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  in  the  evening  at  his  lodgings  in  Feather- 
bed-lane, Cold-bath-tields;  and  that  they  went 
the  back  way  to  Copenhagen-houfe,  and  committed 
the  robbery  as  above  related;  but  there  are  lome 
N  n  2  parti* 
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particulars  in  Garleton's  evidence  that  will  render 
it  neceffary  to  recite  a  part  of  it  in  the  very  words 
in  which  he  delivered  it : — "  Turner  had  the 
"crow  ;  Davis  and  I  broke  the  kitchen  window  ; 
t(  Turner  and  Jordan  got  in  firft ;  then  a  man 
"  called  out  from  the  houfe  that  he  would  fire. 
"Davis  faid,  ':  if  you  don't  put  your  head  in  I  will 
*{  (hoot  you."  They  who  were  got  in  called  to  us 
*4  without  to  come  in :  I  jumped  with  my  two  hands 
*'  upon  the  window  in  order  to  get  in,  and  in  fo 
'*  doing  an  old  horfe-piftol  I  had  in  my  hand  went 
tl  off  and  burft,  and  cut  my  finger  fadly.r—  1  fup- 
"  pofe  the  ftair-foot-door,  which  had  been  bolted 
"  on  the  infide,  muft  have  been  forced  before  I 
"  got  in  ;  for  we  found  no  impediment ;  we  aU 
"  got  in  :  Turner  forced  a  pannel  of  the  miflrefs's 
. "  room,  Turner  bid  me  flay  there  and  take  care 
"  of  her,  and  to  flioot  her  if  foe  offered  to  move.  I 
*'  objected  to  going  higher  up  llairs,  becaufe  the 
"  waiter  knew  me  ;  therefore  I  was  left  in  the 
"  room  while  they  went  up  and  fecurcd  the  waiter* 
"  Turner  opened  the  doors;  1  and  Davis  had  wag- 
"  goners  frocks  on;  I  had  a  handkerchief  acrofs 
"  my  face:  I  think  Davis  had  a  dark  lanthorn; 
"  we  found  a  box  under  the  bed.  Turner  faid, 
"  take  the  things  out  one  by  one  ;  I  anfwered, 
"  Tes,  Captain,  I  «;///.*' 

This  evidence  depofed  to  a  variety  of  other 
circumflances,  conefponding  with  what  has  been 
already  written  ;  and  then  Frances  Benfon  fwore 
that  fhe  kept  a  public-houfe  in  Redcrofs-ftreet  in 
the  Borough,  and  bought  three  gowns  of  the  pri- 
foners  for  three  guineas,  and  had  a  pair  of  buckles 
into  the  bargain.  She  faid  that  the  prifoners  had 
ufed  her  houfe  before,  that  they  feemed  to  be  ac- 
quainted, and  had  the  appearance  of  fmUgglers. 

Jane 
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Jane  Blundell  (filler  to  the  laft  witnefs)  fwore, 
that  (he  was  prefent  when  the  bargain  for  the 
gowns  was  made,  and  that  all  the  prifoners  were 
in  the  houfe,  if  not  in  the  room,  at  the  time. 

John  Clarke  produced  the  gowns  and  buckles, 
which  he  received  from  Benfon  and  her  fifter;  and 
Mrs.  Errington  fwore  that  they  were  her  property. 
Percival  Phillips  proved,  that,  when  the  prifoners 
were  apprehended,  there  were  five  loaded  piflols 
by  their  bed- fide,  and  two  crows,  a  dark  lanthorn, 
and  fome  gunpowder,  in  the  room.  He  farther 
faid,  that  the  landlord  of  the  houfe  delivered  him 
a  blunderbufs,  which  Turner  afterwards  claimed 
as  his  property. 

The  defence  made  by  the  prifoners  amounted  to 
almoft  nothing.  Turner  endeavoured  to  impeach 
the  credibility  of  Carleton,  the  evidence,  aflerting 
that  he  had  been  fworn  to  by  four  people,  as  hav- 
ing been  concerned  in  robberies  at  Fmchley.  To 
this  the  judge  faid,  li  his  credit  the  jury  will  de- 
4<  termine  upon,  when  they  compare  his  teflimony 
"  with  the  reft  of  the  evidence." 

After  a  fhort  confutation,  the  jury  gave  a  vtr- 
dicl,  that  all  the  prifoners  were  guilty  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the^  received  fentence  of  death. 

After  conviction,  there  was  nothing  of  extraor- 
dinary penitence  in  their  conduct :  though  young 
men,  they  had  been  old  offenders ;  and  as  they 
lived  wickedly,  they  died  almoft  unpitied. 

Turner,  Davis,  and  Jordan,  were  executed  at 
Tyburn  on  the  2^thof  June,  1778. 

Thefe  men  had  purlutd  a  rapid  courfe  of  ini- 
quity :  but  juftice  failed  not  to  overtake  them, 
and  they  were  but  properly  punifhed.  Their  exit 
fliould  furniflj.  an  example  to  youth,  and  teach 
them  that  the  ways  of  wickednefs  evermore  lead 
to  deftru6Uon. 

2  Narrative 
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NaiTative  of  the  daring  Robbery  committed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Mr.  DANIEL  CLEWEN,  Farmer,  at 
Finchley,  "with  an  Account  of  the  Trial  and 
Execution  of  the  Offenders. 

ABOUT  one  o'clock  in  the  night  between 
the  jft  and  the  2d  of  March,  1778,  Thomas 
Homer,  James  Fryer,  Henry  Jordan*,  and  two 
other  villains,  forced  the  bolts  and  locks  of  the 
back-door  of  Mr.  Clewen's  houfe,  which  they  en- 
tered and  robbed  of  twenty-two  guineas,  a  twenty 
and  a  thirty  pound  bank-note,  a  quantity  of  plate, 
Jeverai  gold-rings,  a  lilver  watch,  and  other  pro- 
perty, to  a  considerable  amount.  They  were  a 
Jong  time  in  the  houfe,  and,  though  they  had 
difguifed  themfelves,  feveral  of  the  family  fo  ex- 
actly defcribed  their  perfons,  that  Sir  John  Fiejd- 
ing's  officers  readily  concluded  by  whom  the  rob- 
bery was  committed,  and  purfued  fpeedy  and  fucr 
cefsful  meafures  for  their  apprehenlion. 

At  the  firft  feilions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  after 
the  commiffion  of  the  robbery,  the  prifoners  were 
brought  to  trial ;  anjd,  at  their  requeft,  the  wit- 
ncCTe.s  were  examined  apart. 

William  Quick,  fervant  to  Mr.  Clewen,  fwore, 
that  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night  be- 
tween the  i  ft  and  2d  of  March,  he  and  the  other 
men  fervants  were  alarmed  by  the  maid  calling 
"  William  Carter,  for  God's  fake,  get  up !"  that 
he  heard  a  noife  upon  the  flairs,  and  leaped  out 

of 
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Davis,  for  the  burglary  at  Copenhagen-houfe. 
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of  bed,  when  four  or  five  armed  men  ruflied  into 
the  room ;  and  by  threats  of  inftant  death  com- 
pelled them  all  to  cover  their  heads  with  the  bed- 
cloaths ;  that  for  fome  £ime  after  he  heard  the 
voices  of  two  men,  who  remained  in  the  room  to 
watch  them  (as  they  fuppofed)  while  the  others 
rifled  the  houfe;  and  that  when  thefe  men  went 
away,  they  faid  they  were  going  for  fome  victuals, 
and  ihould  return  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Richard  Clewen  depofed,  that,  hearing  a  terrible 
roife  in  the  houfe,  he  rofe  from  his  bed,  almotl 
at  which  inftant  three  men  entered  his  room,  and 
having  thrown  the  cloaths  over  his  head,  one  of 
them  ftruck  him  on  the.  back  with  fomething  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  an  iron  bar ;  that  the  villain* 
then  went  into  all  the  other  rooms  on  the  fame 
floor ;  after  which  two  of  them  forced  him  to  get 
out  of  bed,  and  to  hold  his  hands  before  his  eyes, 
while  they  conducted  him  to  his  father's  bed  in  an 
adjoining  room  ;  that,  after  laying  about  half  an 
hour,  during  which  time  he  believed  his  father 
and  himfelf  were  watched  by  two  of  the  men,  he 
was  told  he  might  return  to  his  own  bed,  and 
that  *'  he  need  not  hold  his  hands  before  his  eyes, 
"  as  there  was  no  perfon  prefent  whom  they  were 
15  afraid  df  his  feeing;"  that,  upon  returning  to  his 
own  bed,  he  faw  a  man  in  the  paflage,  whom  he 
believed  to  be  Fryer,  who  had  a  handkerchief  tied 
acrofs  his  face,  but  rot  fo  as  entirely  to  conceal 
his  features.  This  deponent  added,  that  a  man',, 
whom  he  believed  to  be  Homer,  afterwards  came 
to  his  bed-fide,  and  faid  that,  if  he  would  declare 
where  the  money  was  concealed,  his  watch,  which 
had  been  taken  from  under  his  pillow,  and  laid 
ea  t  chair,  Ihould  not  be  taken  from  h^m ;  that, 

about 


28o       NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  villains  were 
gone,  he  went  down  ftairs,  and  found  the  door  at 
the  foot  of  the  Hairs  fattened,  by  a  flaple  being 
driven  over  the  latch  ;  that  this  door  being  forced 
open  by  himfelf  and  the  fervants,  they  difcovered 
that  the  robbers  had  entered  by  the  back  door, 
the  flaple  for  receiving  the  bolt  of  which  had  been 
forced  off,  and  was  laying  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  door. 

Anne  Clewen  depofed,  that  three  men  entered 
her  room,  and  obliged  her  to  cover  her  head  with 
the  bed-cloaths,  and  that  Jordan  was  one  of  them; 
and  Elizabeth  Goodman,  Mr.  Clewen's  maid-fer- 
vant,  who  lay  on  the  firft  floor,  in  the  room  where 
her  miftrefs  flept,  confirmed  that  young  lady's 
evidence  as  to  the  number  of  the  men,  and  the 
threats  they  ufed ;  and  me  pofitively  fwore  to  the 
perfon  of  Condon. 

This  witnefs  further  faid,  that,  being  alarmed 
by  an  uncommon  noife  in  the  houfe,  me  went  out 
of  the  chamber,  and  faw  three  men  ruthing  up 
flairs ;  upon  which  flie  called  to  the  men-fervants, 
who  lay  in  the  garret. 

John  Paifons  depofed,  that  he  and  three  other 
men-fei  vants  to  Mr.  Clewen  lay  in  the  fore  garret, 
which  was  entered  by  five  men,  who  threatened 
to  murder  them,  if  they  attempted  reuftance;  and 
that  Condon  ftruck  William  Quick  on  the  head, 
faying,  '"  lie  (till,  you  bloody  thief,"  and  covered 
him  over  with  the  bed-cloaths. 

William  Barter  and  Thomas  Gregory,  the  other 
fervants,  fwore,  that  five  men  entered  the  room: 
the  former  was  pofitive  that  Fryer  and  Condon 
were  two  of  the  villains ;  and  the  other  fwore  to 
the  perfon  of  Condon  only. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clewen's  daughter  and  maid  faw  only  three 
of  the  robbers :  but  his  fon  and  all  the  men-fer- 
vants  faw  five  *. 

John  Bardolph  fwore  that  on  the  general  faft, 
two  days  preceding  that  on  which  Mr.  Clewen's 
houfe  was  broke  open,  he  faw  Fryer  at  a  public- 
houfe  near  Finchley  church,  and  that  he  afked 
feveral  queftions  concerning  Mr.  Clewen's  family 
and  circumftances  ;  and  Robert  Dodd  depofed, 
that  he  faw  the  laft  witnefs  and  Fryer  in  conver- 
iation  on  the  faft-day  at  the  public  houfe  near  the 
church  ;  and  that  the  next  evening  he  faw  Fryer 
in  company  with  another  man  upon  Finchley- 
common. 

Fryer  occupied  a  fmall  houfe  in  the  city-road, 
where  he  was  apprehended  ;  and  in  the  houfe  were 
found  a  number  of  pick-lock-keys,  and  a  hanger. 
Homer  was  taken  at  his  lodgings  in  Perkin's  Rents, 
Wetlmini\er,  and  a  cutlafs  was  found  concealed  in 
his  bed.  In  the  room  where  Jordan  was  appre- 
hended, at  an  inn  in  the  Borough,  were  found  two 
hangers.  Condon  was  taken  at  an  ale-houfe  in 
King-ftreet,  Gravel-lane,  but  nothing  was  found 
upon  him  of  a  iufpicious  nature. 

The  prifoners,  in  general  terms,  declared  them- 
felves  innocent  of  the  charge  alledged  againft  them  t 
but  the  jury  brought  in  their  verdict  "  guilty." 
Jordan  received  fentence  of  death  for  the  burglary 
at  Copenhagen-houfe,  and  the  others  for  that  at 
Mr.  Glewet/s.  Upon  the  facrament  being  admi-? 
nifterecl  to  Homer  and  Fryer,  they  declared  that 
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Condon  was  not  concerned  with  them  in  the  facl:  of 
which  they  had  been  convicted,  and  therefore  a 
refpite  was  granted  him  on  the  evening  preceding 
the  day  appointed  for  his  execution. 

On  Wednefday  the  24th  of  June,  1778,  James 
Fryer  and  Thomas  Horner  were  executed  at  Ty- 
burn. 

Confidering  the  great  number  of  executions  for 
houfe-breaking,  and  the  few  inftances  of  the  per- 
petrators of  that  offence  efcaping  the  vengeance  of 
the  law,  it  is  really  aftonifhing  that  men  ihould  be 
fo  defperately  refolved  upon  their  own  deftru&ion 
as  to  be  guilty 'of  a  crime  which  daily  experience 
fhould  convince  them  that  they  cannot  reasonably 
expecl  to  commit  with  impunity.  We  have  had 
frequent  occafion  to  remark  on  cafes  of  this  kind 
in  the  preceding  pages,  and  fhall,  therefore,  be 
more  concife  in  the  prefent  inftance.  National  po- 
licy requires  that  the  man  who  breaks  in  upon  the 
filent  hour  of  night  with  a  felonious  purpofe, 
fhould  be  removed  from  that  fociety  of  which  he 
has  rendered  himfelf  an  unworthy  member;  and 
religion  fan&ifies  the  decree  that  configns  him  to 
the  grave  who  has  prefumed  to  aft  in  direcl:  viola- 
tion of  the  exprefs  command  of  the  Almighty. 


An  Account  of  the  Trial  of  MICHAEL  CASH- 
•MIN,  for  efcaping  from  on  board  the  Lighter 
on  the  'Thames. 

FROM  the  nature  of  this  trial  it  mufl  be  very 
w  fhort,  fince  there  was  little  elfe  to  be  dona 
than  to  identify  the  perfon  of  the  prifoner. 

Michael 
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Michael  Cafhmin  having  been  tried  in  the  April 
fefiions  preceding,  convicted,  and  fentenced  to  la- 
bour on  the  Thames  feven  years,  was  accordingly 
fent  on  board  the  ballaft-lighter,  whence,  in  a  very 
fliort  time*  he  Found  means  to  efcape. 

On  this  his  fecond  trial,  the  record  of  his  former 
conviction  was  read  ;  and  then  John  Marfhall,  the 
mate  of  the  hulk,  proved  that  the  prifoner  had  been 
confined  on  board  that  veflel. 

John  ^Evanjr,  a  conftable,  being  fworn,  depofed 
that,  either  on  the  i6th  or  J7th  of  April,  he  found 
the  prifoner  concealed  in  a  loft,  near  Tottenham- 
court-road  ;  and  that  he  had  a  bazzle  (which  is 
part  of  a  fetter)  on  each  of  his  legs. 

The  prifoner,  by  way  of  defence,  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows:—^ I  was  ahnoft  flarvedto  death  when  I  was 
"  there;  there  is  never  a  man  there  but  would  ef- 
"  cape  from  that  place  if  he  could:  I  would  rather 
'*  be  hanged  than  be  there." 

This  fhort  evidence  being  gone  through,  the 
jury  could  have  no  doubt  but  that  Cafhmin  was 
the  very  perfon  that  had  been  fentenced  to  the 
ballaft-heaving,  and  had  efcaped. 

Hereupon  they  brought  in  a  verdict  that  he  was 
guilty;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that,  on  the 
laft  day  of  the  feflions,  he  was  fentenced  to  work 
on  the  Thames  for  fourteen  years,  being  double 
the  term  of  his  former  fentence,  agreeable  to  the 
a&  of  parliament  pafled  for  the  more  effectual  pu-? 
nifhment  of  thofe  who  prefume  to  efcape. 

The  confequence  of  this  fentence  was,  that  he 
was  again  fent  on  board  the  lighter,  in  the  month 
of  March,  1779. 

0  p  a  We 
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We  have  the  rather  given  a  little  narrative  of 
this  particular  cafe,  becauie  we  would  with  to  im- 
prefs  on  the  minds  of  our  readers  in  general,  and 
our  younger  readers  in  particular,  the  almoft  ab- 
folute  impoflibilify  of  a  man's  escaping  the  jnflice 
of  his  country.  Laws  would  be  framed  in  vain  if 
there  were  not  officers  to  fee  that  they  were  carried 
into  executioii.  Thefe  officers  are  perpetually  on 
the  foarch  after  thofe  who  have  violated,  or  endea- 
voured to  evade,  the  punifhment  of  the  laws:  fo 
that  an  abfolute  efcape  is  fcarce  ever  effe&ed.  , 

The  inferences  we  would  draw  from  this  fubjecV 
are,  that  all  perlons  ought  ,to  reverence  the  laws 
of  the  land,  and  thofe  of  honefty  :  but  if,  unhap- 
pily, a  man  (hould,  in  one  inllance,  be  tempted  to 
violate  them,  and  punifhment  Chould  enfue,  he 
ought  to  fubmit  patiently  to  that  puniftiment,  and 
not,  by  feeking  to  avoid  it,  draw  down  farther  ver}- 
geance  on  his  head. 


Accqunt  of  the  Trial  of  ALEXANDER  SCOTT, 
for  Publishing  Falfe  News. 

AT  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  June, 
1778,  "  Alexander  Scott  was  indicted  for 
«'  that  he,  on  the  230  of  April  laft,  unlawfully, 
**  wickedly,  and  maixioufly,  did  publifh  falfe 
"  news,  whereby  difcord,  or  occafion  of  difcord, 
^  might  grow  between  our  lord  the  king  and  his 
"  people,  or  the  great  men  of  the  realm,  by  pub- 
"  liming  a  certain  printed  paper,  containing  fuch 
"  falfe  news  ;  which  faid  printed  paper  is  of  the 
J4  tenor  following : 

"In 
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"  In  purfuance  of  his  majefty's  order  in  council 
"  to  me  directed,  Thefe  are  to  give  public  notice, 
f<  that  war  with  France  will  be  proclaimed  on  Fri- 
"  day  next,  the  24th  inftant,  at  the  palace  royal, 
"  St.  James's,  at 'one  of  the  clock,  of  which  ?.ll 
'*  heralds  and  purfuivants  at  arms  are  to  take 
*'  notice,  and  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 
*'  Given  uncjer  my  hand  this  22d  day  of  April, 

"  EFFINGHAM,  D.  M." 

We  infert  this  trial  merely  as  a  matter  of  curio- 
fity,  and  not  to  call  the  flighted  imputation  on  the 
character  of  the  prifoner,  who  was  certainly  impo- 
fed  on  by  the  artifices  of  fome  man  who  wiihed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  credulity  of  the  good  people 
of  England. 

The  ftory  is  this  :  Scott  is  by  profeffion  a  bill- 
fticker.  Between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  the  22d  of  April,  a  perfon  muffled  up  in 
a  great  coat,  and  having  his  hat  flapped,  went  to 
the  prifoner,  and  told  him  he  came  from  Mr.  Stra- 
han,  the  king's  printer,  faying  '•  you  ftick  up  bills 
f<  for  him  ?"  Scott  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
The  man  faid  he  wanted  him  to  ftick  up  fome  bills 
in  the  morning;  faying  he  rnuft  ftick  fome  round 
the  'Change,  and  one  at  Wood-ftreet,  where  war 
was  to  be  proclaimed  ;  and  he  demanded  what 
Scott  was  to  have  for  his  trouble.  The  latter  en- 
quired how  many  bills  he  had,  and  the  ftranger 
faid  only  a  dozen.  Scott  faid  he  would  not  charge 
Mr.  Strahan  any  thing:  but  the  other  faid  he  de- 
fired  he  fhould  be  paid,  and  afked  if  five  (hillings 
would  do.  Scott  faid  it  was  too  much,  but  his  em- 
ployer infifteo!  on  his  taking  the  money,  faying  it 
was  a  thing  that  did  not  happen  every  day. 

In, 
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In  the  morning  Scott  ftuck  up  nine  of  the  bills 
about  the  royal  exchange,  and  one  at  the  end  of 
Weod-ftreet;  and  as  he  is  an  engine-keeper  as  well 
as  a  bill-flicker,  he  went  afterwards  before  ju.fKce 
„  Giidler,  to  make  affidavit  nefpe&ing  a  fire  that  had 
happened. 

In  the  mean  time  the  town  was  alarmed  by  the 
fuppofed  extraordinary  news  ;  flocks  fell  one  per 
cent.*,  and  the  circumft/mce  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  lord  mayor,  he  fent  to  the  weft  end  of 
the  town  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  affair^  and 
found  it  was  all  an  impofition. 

In  the  mean  time,  Richard  Willis  having  feen 
Scott  ftick  up  fome  bills  at  the  Royal  exchange, 
and  Thomas  Thorn,  one  of  the  'Change  keepers, 
having  taken  them  down,  by  order  of  the  lord  may- 
or, Jofeph  Gates,  an  officer,  traced  Scott  to  the 
'Golden  crofs,  a  public  houfe  oppofitejuflice  Gird- 
lei's,  and  told  him  he  tnufl  go  before  the  lorc£ 
mayor,  for  he  had  been  guilty  of  high-treafon. 
Scott  faid,  "  I  hope  not,  1  have  a  family  of  chil- 
"  dren."  Scott  faid,  on  his  trial,  that  he  had 
read  the  proclamation,  and  did  not  know  but 
that  it  was  true  ;  and  that  he  had  never  feen  his 
employer  fince  the  time. 

On  the  trial,  the  earl  of  Effingham,  deputy  mar- 
fhal  of  England,  under  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  de- 
pofed,  that  the  paper  was  not  printed  by  his  direc- 
tion :  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it  till  after  it  was 
fluck  up,  nor  gave  any  authority  to  any  perfon  to 
print  or  publifh  fuch  a  paper. 

Mr. 


*  Perhaps  this  is  a  fum  greatly  inferior  to  what 
the  inventor  of  the  fcheme  fuppofed  they  would 
have  fallen. 
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Mr.  Kirby,  keeper  of  Wood-ftreet  compter,  de- 
pofed  to  the  prifoner  being  put  into  hiscuftody  by 
a  conftable  ;  that  he  (Kirby)  was  prefent  at  his  ex- 
amination at  the  manfion  houfe,  .when  he  owned 
that  hehadftuck  up  the  bills,  which  were  brought 
him  the  preceding  night  by  a  perfon  wrapped  in  a 
greatcoat,  who  afked  him  if  he  could  (lick  them 
up,  to  which  Scott  replied,  "  Certainly,  it  is  my 
"  bufinefs."  . 

Mr.  John  Dench,  a  broker,  proved  that  he  had 
bought  Hock  one  percent,  cheaper  that  day  than 
the  day  before,  owing  to  the  alarm  that  was  fpread 
through  the  city,  by  the  pafting  up  of  the  above- 
mentioned  paper. 

George  Pattifon  depofed,  that  he  worked  with 
Mr.  Strahan,  and  at  that  time  the  prifoner  ufed  to 
Hick  up  bills,  iuch  as  declarations  and  proclama- 
tions ;  but  they  were  printed  in  a  different  manner, 
having,  particularly,  a  large  king's  arms  at  the  top. 
Mr.  Pattifon  being  afked  if  the  difference  of  the 
ufual  bills  and  that  in  queftion  was  fo  great  that 
the  prifoner  mud  have  known  it  to  have  been  a 
forgery,  he  replied,  "  I  do  not  think  he  knew  it." 
Being  atked  ^what  marks  of  forgery  there  were  in 
it,  he  faid,  "  I  do  not  know  any  :  in  proclamations, 
"  Effingbam,  deputy  marjhalt  is  generally  at  length: 
"  this  is  D.  M,  for  deputy  marihal." 

Lord  Effingham  now  genetoufly  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows: "  The  prifouer's  witnefs  has  faid  that  it  u 
"  a  mark  of  forgery,  the  paper  not  having  deputy 
"  marlhal  at  full  length,  as  they  fay  it  generally  is 
*•  in  proclamations,  i  mention  it  for  the  prifonei ; 
"  they  rniflake  it,  for  that  is- not  the  way  of  ligning 
"  them  neirher." 

Joliali  Roe,  a  victualler,  depofed,  that  Scott 
came  to  his  houfe  at  half  pail  ten  at  night  on  the 

22d 
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22d  of  April,  and,  pulling  out  one  of  the  bills,  faid, 
"  What  do  you  think  of  the  war  now?  1  have  bills 
"  to  ftick  up;  it  is  to  be  proclaimed  on  Friday." 
Mr.  Roe  laid,  *l  Sure  nobody  has  deceived  you!" 
Scott  faid,  "  No,  they  came  from  Mr.  Strahan's  ;" 
and  the  next  morning  he  put  up  one  of  the  bills  in 
Roe's  houfe  :  and  Mr.  Roe  was  of  opinion  that  he 
did  not  know  his  employer. 

William  Houfe  depofed  that  he  was  at  juftice 
Girdler's  when  Scott  gave  that  magillrate  one  of 
the  papers,  and  faid  he  had  been  flicking  up  bills 
about  war. 

The  jury  did  not  hefitate  to  give  a  verdict  that 
the  prifoner  was  not  guilty. 

Whoever  has  given  an  attentive  perufal  to  the 
preceding  account,  will  fee  that  the  whole  was  a 
mere  fcheme  to  affeft  the  price  of  (lock,  if  it  was 
not  fomething  worfe ;  a  fcheme  of  our  infidious 
enemies,  the  French,  to  dupe,  for  fome  political 
purpofe,  the  unfufpe&ing  people  of  this  country. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  there  was  a  double  artifice 
made  ufe  of,  which  feems  to  mark  the  depth  of  the 
plan :  the  word  proclaimed  was  ufed  inftead  of  de- 
clared; whereas  every  man  of  common  fenfe  knows 
that  peace  is  proclaimed,  and  war  declared.  It  is 
likewife  obfervable  that  the  deputy  marflial's  fig- 
nature  was  not  in  the  regular  form. 

Thefe  contrivances  feem  to  have  been  intended 
to  fcreen  the  original  offender  from  punifhment,  if 
he  had  happened  to  have  been  difcovered  :  for  our 
laws  would  have  declared  that  a  proclamation  was 
not  a  declaration  of  war  ;  and  even  the  fimple  alte- 
ration from  the  ufual  mode  of  the  earl  marfhal's 
ligning  his  name,  would  have  acquitted  the  prifoner. 
it  is  to  be  lamented  that  fo  ftrict  is  the  attention 
to  tfce  letter  of  the  law,  that  the  intention  of  it  is  but 
too  frequently  evaded. 

'  A 

4  An 
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Account  of  the  Trial,   Conviction,  and  Sentence 
of  MARY  WEST,,  otherwife  GROVES. 

AT  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  July, 
1778,  Mary  Weft,  otherwife  Gro-ves,  was 
indicted  for  dealing  a  filk  purfe,  two  crown  pieces, 
and  four  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  the  property  of 
John  Baftin. 

The  fact  was  this.  Mrs.  Baftin  was  the  wife 
of  a  glover  in  the  Strand.  Curiofity  had  led  her 
among  the  croud  that  had  aflembled  to«fee  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham  lie  in  ftate.  On  the  8th  of  June, 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  fhe  was  in  Old  Pdlace- 
yard,  when  the  prifoner,  and'a  woman  whom  fhe 
called  her  aunt,  ftood  near  her.  The  prifoner 
offered  her  alfittance  in  her  getting  in,  to  fee  his 
lordfhip  lying  in  ftate ;  but  Mrs.  Baftin  faid  me 
had  been  there  on  the  preceding  day*.  Almofl 
immediately  fhe  felt  the  pri toner's  hand  in  her 
pocket,  and  could  have  feized  it  in  that  fituation  ; 
but  that  waiting  to  pull  off  her  glove,  Mifs  Weft 
had  in  the  mean  time  conveyed  away  her  purfe. 
She  was  charged  with  the  robbery,  but  denied  it. 

Mr.  Lucas,  high  tonftable  of  Weftminfter,  who 
well  knew  Mifs  Weft,  came  up  at  this  juncture, 
and  enquired  what  was  the  matter.  Mrs.  Baftin 
told  him  that  the  prifoner  had  got  her  purfe ;  on 
which  he  fecured  her,  and  took  her  to  the  Lobby, 
where  Mrs.  Baftin  faw  her  put  the  purfe  on  a 

VOL.  V.  No.  48.         P  p  ledge, 


*  Does  jnot  this  circumftance  ftrongly  mark  the 
curiofity  of  the  people  of  England  ?  If  Mrs.  Baftin 
had  been  there  on  the  preceding  day,  what  bufinefe 
could  (he  have  to  re vitit  the  croud  ? 
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ledge,  whence  Mr.  Lucas  took  it,  andthe  profeor* 
trix  claimed  it  as  her  property,  mentioned  the 
money  that  was  in  it,  and  Irkewife  that  it  contained 
2  baker's  bill  for  bread  for  the  family  for  a  week. 

On  this  Mifs  Weft  was  taken  into  cuftody,  and 
lodged  in  prifon  till  the  fucceeding  Wednefday, 
•when  me  was  conveyed  to  the  office  in  Bow-ftreetr 
where  the  purfe  was  produced,  the  fa&s- "were  fworn 
lo,  and  the  offender  was  committed  for  trial. 

At  the  Old  Bailey  Mrs,  Baflin  pofitively  fwore 
to  a  crown-piece  which  had  a  particular  cut  in  it, 
and  which  {he  had  carried  in  her  pocket  feveral 
years. 

Mr.  Lucas  proved  that  he  faw  the  prifoner  lay 
the  purfe  containing  the  pieces  of  money  on  a  cor- 
ner of  a  kind  of  ledge,  at  a  door-way  that  leads  into 
the  Board  of  Works  r  that  he  immediately  feized 
the  prifoner,  whom  he  had  before  feen  in  the 
painted  chamber  where  lord  Chatham  lay  in  ftate. 
He  likewife  faid,  that  he  had  told  her  file  had  no 
bufinefs  there,  and  defired  the  officer  to  turn  her 
out ;  and  farther,  that  if  fhe  came  there  any  more, 
he  Ihould  order  the  officer  to  take  her  into  cuftody. 
He  added,  that  upon  hearing  a  conteft  between  the 
profecutrix  and  the  prifoner,  he  took  the  latter  into 
a  corner,  that  fhe  might  not  get  near  any  perfon  till 
the  officer  came. 

The  prifoner  denied  that  Che  laid  the  purfe  on  the 
ledge,  or  even  ever  had  it  in  her  hand;  and  faid, 
that  fhe  had  a  material  witneCs  who  was  not  come  to 
town  :  but  no  credit  could  be  giyen  to  any  thing 
that  flje  averred;  her  character  was  notorious ;  the 
evidence  againft  her  was  conclufive,  and  the  jury- 
gave  a  verdict  that  fhe  was  guilty;  in  confequence 
of  which,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflions,  fhe  received 
tentence  to  be  branded,  and  imprifoned  two  years. 

Mil* 
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Mifs  Weft  is  one  of  the  mod  notorious  and  art- 
ful pickpocket*  that  modern  times  have  produced. 
She  ufed  to  go  by  the  nam«  of  Elizabeth,  though, 
on  her  laft  commitment,  (he  chofe  that  of  Mary, 
and  called  herfelf  Groves,  when  (he  was  examined 
at  Bow-ftreet,  which  occafioned  the  alias  to  her  fur- 
name  ;  for  file  was  too  well  known  to  be  permitted 
to  go  to  trial  with  Groves  as  hery£r/2  name. 

This  woman  has  long  been  an  atrocious  offender : 
her  ufual  places  of  plying  for  bufinefs  were  the 
play-houfes,  where  (he  was  amazingly  fucoefsful; 
and  thoughoften  apprehended,  and  conveyed  to  Sir 
John  Fielding's  office,  (he  was  repeatedly  discharged, 
becaufe,  as  Ihe  generally  dole  money  only,  the  in- 
jured parties  would  not  fwear  to  their  property. 

She  had  been  repeatedly  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  acquitted,  in  defect  of  fuch  evidence  as  could 
convince  the  jury  of  her  guilt ;  and  it  was  a  ver-y 
ihort  time  before  {he  picked  Mrs.  Baftin's  pocket 
that  tfie  was  discharged  from  Newgate,  after  fix 
months  confinement  for  another  offence,  during 
which  fhe  was  delivered  of  a  child  in  the  prifon. 

Mifs  Weft  has  long  reigned  the  principal  female 
pickpocket  in  London  :  but  fhe  is  fo  perfectly  well 
fcnown  ;  her  crimes  have  been  fo  numerous,  and 
her  character  is  fo  totally  loft,  that  when  the  term 
of  her  prefent  imprifonment  expires,  fhe  muft  ex- 
pect ftiil  lefs  favour  than  even  branding,  and  a 
two  years  imprifonment,  if  fhe  be  again  convicted 
of  preying  on  the  property  of  unoffending  indi- 
viduals. 

It  may  poflibly  be  of  fome  fervice  to  give  a  de- 
fcription  of  this  offender,  as  it  may  prevent  her 
artifices  from  taking  effecl:  in  particular  inftances. 
She  is  of  the  middle  fize,  genteelly  grown,  her 
countenance  is  of  the  oval  form,  and  rather  ruddy; 
P  p  3  her 
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,  her  hair  of  a  moderate  brown,  her  eyes  hazle  co- 
loured, and  her  nofe  inclined  to  the  aquiline  ;  but' 
fhe  is  bed  to  be  diflinguiChed  by  a  remarkably 
broad  weft-country  accent,  which  (he  cannot  dif- 
guife.  She  dreffes  gay,  and  is  about  thirty-five 
years  of  age  ;  but  looks  rather  younger. 

Pei Ions  who  may  fee  fuch  a  woman  croudinginto 
the  playhoufe,  or  may  happen  to  fit  next  her  in  the 
gallery,  will  do  well  to  be  cautious,  or  the  pocket 
will  be  picked  before  any  fufpicion  can  arife.  She 
will  look  a  man  hard  in  the  face,  afk  him  fome  un- 
meaning queftion,  and  eafe  him  of  his  cafli  in  an 
inftant. — We  have  inferted  this  caution,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  be  ufeful. 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  JOHN  HOLT,  JOHN 
DAVIS,  ANDREW  CARLETO^,  and 
ALEXANDER  CARLETON,  for  Burglary. 

AT  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  July, 
1778,  thefe  malefactors  were  indi&ed  for 
breaking  and  entering  the  dwelling- houfe  of 
Robert  Jobling,  (the  White  Horfe  inn  at  Cripple- 
gate)  and  Healing  iixteen  Giver  dimes,  value  ^*uo^ 
iixty-fix  filver  plates,  value  ^"285,  with  a  great 
variety  of  other  plate,  (in  the  whole  to  the  amount 
of  about  £2000}  the  property  of  Thomas  Staple- 
ton.  Efq. 

George  Parvin,  the  profecutor's  butler,  fwore 
that  he  packed  up  the  plate  mentioned  in  the  in- 
dictment, and  delivered  it  to  Bartholomew  Cooper, 
a  carman,  directing  him  to  convey  it  to  the  White 
Horfe,  Cripplegate,  whence  it  was  to  be  taken  in 
the  waggon  to  Mr.  Stapleton's  houfe  in  Yorkfhire; 

and 
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and  Bartholomew  Cooper  proved  that  he  conveyed 
the  plate  received  from  Parvin  to  the  White  Horfe 
inn,  and  delivered  it  to  Thomas  Crompton,  book- 
keeper to  the  York  waggon. 

Crompton  depofed,  that  on  the  4th  of  June  he 
received  a  quantity  of  plate,  directed  to  Thomas 
Stapleton,  Efq;  in  Yorkfhire,  which  he  put  into 
the  warehoufe,  and  that  it  remained  there  when  he, 
as  ufual,  fecured  the  door  with  two  locks,  a  fhort 
time  previous  to  his  going  to  bed  ;  that  about  five 
the  next  morning  he  was  alarmed  by  the  oftler, 
who  told  him  that  the  warehoufe  had  been  broke 
open  ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  went  to  the 
warehoufe,  when  he  perceived  that  a  burglary  had 
been  effected,  marks  of  chiflels  appearing  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  door  poft,  the  bar  of  the  door 
being  much  bent,  the  padlock  forced  off,  and  lying 
on  the  ground,  and  three  packages  being  broke 
open,  and  therefrom  a  great  quantity  of  plate  Rolen. 
He  added,  that  fome  time  afterwards  a  bricklayer 
came  to  the  inn,  and  gave  information  that  a  great 
quantity  of  plate,  found  upon  fufpicious  perfons, 
was  fecured  in  Cripplegate  watch-houfe. 

The  evidence  of  John  Negus,  a  conftable  and 
patrole  of  Cripplegate  ward,  was  ;to  the  following 
effecl: :  that  about  two  in  the  morning,  between  the 
4th  and  $th  of  June,  he  was  informed  by  a  watch- 
man that  tome  fufpicious  perfons  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  on  which  fce  went  into  Paul's  alley, 
leading  from  Redcrofs-ftreet  to  Alderfgate-ftreet, 
where  two  men  palled  him  ;  that  prefently  after  a 
watchman,  named  William  Phillips,  came  tofpeak 
to  him,  and  that  while  they  were  in  convcrfation 
the  prifoner  Davis  came  up,  whom,  from  the  re- 
markable bulk  of  his  pockets,  they  fufpected  to 
be  a  robber,  and  therefore  feized  him,  when  he  let 

fall 
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fall  a  bundle,  containing  feveral  articles  of  plate, 
which  they  depofited  in  the  tvatch-houfe,  where 
they  conducted  the  prifon£r,  and  left  him  under  a 
guard  of  conftables. 

William  Phillips  confirmed  the  evidence  of 
Negus,  adding  that,  after  Davis  was  fecured  in 
the  watch-houle,  he  and  Negus  again  went  into 
Paul's  alley,  where  they  prefently  fecured  Holt  and 
Andrew  Carleton  ;  that  they  found  upon  Holt 
feveral  articles  of  plate  tied  in  a  green  cloth,  and 
in  the  pockets  of  Carleton  two  ulver  Cjandleilicks 
and  a  loaded  piftol. 

John  Shepherd  proved,  that  he  fearched  the 
houfein  which  Andrew  Carleton  lodged,  in  Hare- 
court,  adjoining  to  Paul's  alley,  and  found  a  hanger 
and  a  piftol  loaded  three  fingers  deep  concealed  in 
a  cup-board,  the  key  of  which  was  delivered  to 
him  by  Andrew  Carleton;  and  John  Kirby  fwore, 
that  in  an  apartment  occupied  by  Alex.  Carleton 
in  Cloth-fair  he  found,  between  the  bed  and  ths 
mattrafs,  a  dozen  of  ulver  plates,  half  a  dozen 
oval  (ilver  dimes,  and  a  lilver  fp»on.  and  a  hanger, 
and  a  number  of  pick-lock  keys  concealed  in  the 
chimney. 

The  plate  being  produced,  Parvin  fwore  that 
the  feveral  articles  were  his  matter's  property,  an4 
that  he  packed  them  up,  and  lent  them  to  thp 
White  Horfe  inn  at  Cripplegate. 

The  prifoners  being  called  upon  for  their  de- 
fence, Davis  faid,  that  palling  through  Gld-ureet, 
about  two  in  the  morning,  with  a  returned  poft- 
chaife  from  Barnet,  he  found  the  plate  which  the 
watchman  took  from  him  in  PaulValley.  Holt 
and  Andrew  Garleton  faid,  that  the  plate  they 
were  accufed  of  having  ftolen  they  found  in  an 
opening  where  drays  itand,  near  the  bottom  of 

White- 
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Whitecrofs-ftreet,  about  two  in  the  morning  of  the 
5th  of  July,  Alexander  Carleton  faid,  that  befides 
his  apartments  in  Cloth-fair,  he  had  a  room  in  the 
houfe  where  his  brother  lodged  ;  that  upon  being 
informed  by  his  brother's  wife,  that  fhewas  fearful 
herhufband  was  involved  in  trouble,  he  fearched 
his  apartment,  and  finding  the  cutlafs  and  picklock 
keys,  took  them  to  his  lodging  in  Cloth-fair,  and 
concealed  them  in  the  chimney,  and  that  his  bro- 
ther's wife  accompanied  him  with  a  bundle,  the 
contents  of  which  he  then  did  not  know,  but  had 
afterwards  reafon  to  believe  the  bundle  contained 
the  plate  found  fecreted  between  the  bed  and  the 
rnattrafs.  The  jury  brought  in  a  verdift  of  guilty 
,againft  all  the  prifoners,  and  they  were  fentencad 
to  fuffer  death.  9 

John  Holt  and  Andrew  Carleton  were  executed 
at  Tyburn  on  the  I9th  of  October,  1778,  the  for- 
mer evidencing  the  deepeft  marks  of  contrition*. 

The  above  malftfa&ors  had  been  almoft  entirely 
denied  the  advantages  of  education,  and  feemed*to 
have  but  very  imperfeft  notions  of  religion. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  greater  care  is  not 
taken  to  inftil  the  principles  of  virtue  and  religion 
into  the  minds  of  youth,  who  would  thereby  be 
rendered  lefs  liable  to  be  feduced  into  the  paths 
of  vice.  There  are  comparatively  but  few,  among 
the  violators  of  the  law,  who  are  not  the  offspring 
«f  the  poorer  clafles  of  the  people. 

At  the  charity-fchools,  children  .are  inftrufted 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic;  but,  we  are 
forry  to  fay,  very  little  attention  is  employed  to. 

infpire 

*  Alexander  Carleton  died  in  Newgate  ;  and  it 
be  fcen  that  Davis  was  hanged  for  the  robbery 
at  Copenhagen-houfe, 
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infpire  them  with  juft  fentiments  of  religious  and 
moral  obligations.  They  are  permitted  to  range 
the  ftreets  at  all  hours,  and  confequently  are  wit- 
nefles  tofcenes  of  infamy  in  all  their  horrid  variety. 
Is  it  furprizing  that,  when  their  minds  are  moft 
fufceptible  of  impreffions  from  outward  objects,  a 
familiarity  with  vicious  examples  fhould  difqualify 
them  for  perceiving  the  abominable  deformity  of 
vice  ? 

It  is  flrange  that  political  confiderations  have 
not  prompted  the  legislature  to  adopt  meafures  for 
more  efte&ually  defending  the  morals  of  the  infant 
poor  from  corruption,  which  would  tend  towards 
enfuring  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  greatly  en- 
creafe  population,  on  which  our  national  fafety  £6 
materially  depends. 

"  Princes  and  lords  may  flourish  and  may  fade, 
"  A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  hath  made; 
"  But  a  bold  peafantry,  their  country's  pride, 
"  When  once  deftroy'd,  can  never  be  fupplied." 

GOLDSMITH. 


Proceedings  on  the  Trial  of  WILLIAM  FLINT, 
who  was  convicted  of  privately  Stealing. 

WE  mention  the  cafe  of  this  malefactor,  not 
that  fhere  was  any  thing  extraordinary  in 
the  robbery  itfelf ;  but  becaufe  the  prifoner  was  an 
old  criminal,  and  had  offended  after  experiencing 
the  royal  mercy. 

William  Flint  had  been  tried  for  a  former  offence 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  fentenced  to  three  years 
labour  on  board  the  ballaft-lighter,  where  he  be- 
haved fo  well  for  fome  months,  that  reprefenta- 

tions 
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tions  were  made  to  the  king  in  his  favour,  and  the 
remainder  of  his  punilhment  was  remitted. 

At  the  feilions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Septem- 
ber, 1778,  William  Flint  was  indi&ed  for  dealing 
a  Giver  watch,  value  40  J.  the  property  of  Aaron 
Coats,  privily  from  the  perfon  of  the  faid  Aaron, 
on  the  1 6th  of  Auguil. 

Mr.  Coats  depoied,  that  being  at  a  fire  in  Ni- 
cholas lane,  on  the  evening  of  the  1 6th  of  Auguft, 
he  Raid  about  half  an  hour,  from  motives  of  cu- 
riofity ;  and  that  on  coming  from  the  fire  he  felt 
for  his  watch  in  Lombard-itreet,  and  miffed  it ; 
but  he  owned  that  he  had  not  feen  the  prifoner 
at  the  fire. 

Mr.  Coats  advertifed  his  watch  four  days  after- 
wards, and  foon  learnt  that  the  prifoner  was  at 
Sir  John  Fielding's,  charged  with  that  and  other 
offences  ;  on  which  he  went  to  Bow-ilreet,  where 
his  watch  was  produced  to  him. 

William  Adley,  a  pawnbroker  in  Cow-crofs,  de- 
pofed,  that  the  prifoner  brought  the  watch  to  him, 
10  offer  it  in  pledge  ;  that  he  aiked  him  two  gui- 
neas, that  he  lent  him  a  guinea  and  a  half  on  it ; 
and  Flint  took  a  duplicate  of  it  in  his  own  name. 

Mofes  Morant,one  of  Sir  John  Fielding's  officers, 
depofed,  that  he  went  to  apprehend  Flint,  two 
boys,  and  another  perfon;  that  in  Flint's  parlour 
he  found  the  duplicate  of  Mr.  Coats's  watch,  and 
an  old  feal  which  had  belonged  to  it ;  and  the  watch 
'  being  produced,  was  fworn  to  by  the  profecutor. 

The  prifoner,  by  way  of  defence,  faid,  that  a 
perfon  had  given  him  the  watch  to  pawn  for  him; 
but  the  jury  gave  no  credit  to  this  aflertion,  and 
found  him  "  Guilty  of  ftealing  the  watch,  but  not 
t*  guilty  of  dealing  it  privily  from  the  perfon." 

VOL.  V.  No.  49.        Q  q  In 
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In  confequence  of  this  verdict,  Flint  was  put 
t;o  the  bar  at  the  clofe  of  the  felfions,  to  receive 
his  fentence,  which  was,  that  he  mould  work  on 
the  navigation  (that  is  at  ballaft-heaving)  for  five 
y,ears. 

This  Flint  was  a  manufa&urer,  as  we  have  been 
informed,  in  the  filver  branch,  and  lived  in  Qua- 
ker's buildings,  Weft-Smithfield.  He  had  two 
apprentices,  whom  he  trained  to  the  art  of  thiev- 
ing, principally  by  picking  of  pockets. 

At  the  (eflions  above-mentioned,  Flint  was  in- 
difted,  together  with  William  Bofton,  Thomas 
Elburn,  and  George  Goodburn,  for  ftealing  a  filver 
pepper  caftor  and  a  table  fpoon,  the  property  of 
Jane  Benham,  miftiefs  of  the  Catherine  Wheel 
inn  at  Colnbrook  ;  when  they  were  all  acquitted, 
except  Goodburn.  (one  of  Flint's  pupils)  who  was 
lent  on  board  the  ballaft-lighter  for  three  years; 
and  blburn  being  tried  on  another  indictment,  at 
the  lame  leilions,  arid  convi6ted,  was  fentenced  to 
a.fimilar  punifhment. 

Haidnels  of  heart  is  the  chara&eriftic  of  con- 
tinued villainy.  Flint  had  experienced  the  royal 
mercy,  which  was  more  than  he  deferved  ;  but  this 
appears  to  have  had  no  influence  on  his  future 
conduct  :  he  was  refolv  ed  to  continue  his  depre- 
dations on  the  public,  though  he  was  well  capable 
ot  lupporting  himfelf  in  a  handfome  manner,  by 
the  hone  It  profits  of  his  profeflion. 

The  mailer  who,  as  Flint  did,  fets  an  ill  ex- 
ample to  his  fervants,  is  defervmg  of  the  fevered 
punilhment;  and  one  would  alrnoft  lament,  for 
the  fake  of  the  rifing  generation,  that  this  fellow 
was  not  made  an  example  of  the  utmoft  ngour  the 
law  can  inilicl. 

Abftraft 
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Abflraft  of  the  Trials  of  THOMAS  BRISTOWE 
and  MORRIS  BARNARD,  who  were  convicted 
of  a  Confpiiacy  to  ci:eat  and  defraud. 

AT  the  feiTions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Sep- 
tember,   1778,  thefe  offenders  were  indicted 
for  a  conlpiracy  to  cheat  and  defraud  one  Thomas 
Orme ;  and  for  obtaining,  by  falfe  pretences,  five 
guineas,  on  the  f>8th  of  June  preceding. 

This  cafe  is  inferted  on  account  of  its  fingularity, 
and  to  guard  the  unfufpeding  againft  the  artifices 
of  the  villainous.  Thomas  Orme.  of  Caltle  Dun- 
nington  in  Leicefteifhiire,  being  fomewhat  em- 
bairafted  in  his  circumftances,  was  advitcd  by  a 
neighbour  to  apply  to  Briilowe,  who  had  published 
the  following  extraordinary  advertilement  in  the' 
news-papers  printed  at  Leicefter  : — "  Whereas 
*'  many  perfons,  labouring  under  moft  grievous 
"  cppvelfions  from  their  defencelefs  fituation,  are 
"  conitramed  to  hlence  and  quiet  fubmillion  to  the 
ct  atrocious  robberies  which  are  daily  committed 
«'  by  the  infamous  appendages  to  the  law  : 

41  To  remedy  fuch  evils  as  much  as  potlible,  a 
"  gentleman  of  known  abilities  and  integrity,  in 
««  conjun6Uon  with  fundry  able  gentlemen  ot  the 
"  law,  propofes  to  give  his  afliliance  to  fuch  as 
"  wifh  to  beextiicated  from  intricate  and  perplexed 
"  embarrailrnent. 

"  I'he  author  is"  aftuated  by  no  other  motives 

*'  than  thofe  which  tend  to  alleviate  the  affliction 

"  of  the   helplefs,    to   relieve  the  unfortunate  of 

"  every  denomination,    againft    the  chicanery  of 

Q  q  2  ••  petty. 
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"  pettyfogging  (would-be)  attornies;  the  fhameful 
"  plunder  and  extortion  of  bailiffs  and  Cheriffs 
"  brokers;  and  to  prop  up  fuch  as  groan  beneath 
*'  opulent  and  intolerable  tyranny. 

"  That  unhappy  fpecies  of  debtors,  who  are 
"  amenable  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  will  affuredly 
fc  meet  with  fuch  able  and  friendly  advice  as  will 
'*  fortify  them,  not  only  againft  a  prifon,  but  moft 
"  of  thofe  calamities  attendant  on  bankrupts  in 
*'  general. 

"  The  fupporters  and  advifers  of  this  addrefs 
"  hope  it  will  be  received  and  efteemed  to  be 
"  what  it  really  is,  the  dictates  of  benevolence, 
"•  independent  of  any  pecuniary  views;  as  a  proof 
ft  of  which,  all  perfons  in  indigent  circumftances 
*'  will  be  entitled  to  every  affiftance  free  from 
"  expence. 

"  Apply  to  Mr.  Thomas  Briftowe,  Cavendifli- 
*'  bridge,  Leicefterftiire." 

In  confequence  hereof  Orme  applied  to  Briftowe, 
who  told  him  if  he  would  go  to  London  he  would 
fet  him  free;  and  if  his  creditor  would  not  ftay,  he 
might  tell  him  he  would  treat  him  with  the  butt 
end  of  an  aft  of  parliament.  Orme  enquired  the 
expence;  and  Briitowe  faid  feven  or  eight  pounds, 
and  that  they  fhould  be  back  in  four  or  five  days. 
They  came  to  London  with  one  Simon  Norton,  in 
like  circumftances  with  Orme  ;  and  at  the  Swan- 
with-two-necks  in  Lad-lane  they  met  with  Bar- 
nard, who  faid  to  Briflowe,  "  We  muft  fwear  one 
"  has  been  at  Calais,  and  the  other  at  another 
*'  place/'  (which  Orme  could  not  recolleft).  Brif- 
towe then  wrote  a  paper  for  them  to  fign,  and  told 
Norton  he  muft  pay  Barnard  five  guineas:  Norton 
Jiefitated,  and  wanted  a  receipt.  Barnard  aflced 

him, 
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him,  if  he  difputed  his  being  a  gentleman.  On  thi* 
Norton  paid  the  five  guineas ;  and  Briftowe  faid 
that  Orme  muft  pay  Barnard  a  like  fum ;  which, 
after  fome  hefitation,  he  complied  with. 

On  a  queftion  afked,  whether  any  thing  was  faid 
about  croiTing  the  fait- water,  Orme  depofed  that 
fomething  was  faid  u  about  crofTing  the  fall-water 
"  over  a  pifs-pot,"  or  to  that  effect. 

It  feems  that  the  profecutors  had  a  confufed  idea 
that  they  were  to  be  difcharged  by  the  infolvent 
aft,  but  they  did  not  underftand  the  meaning 
of  it. 

Simon  Norton  depofed  that  he  met  Barnard  at 
the  Swan-with-two-necks  ;  that  he  and  Briftowe 
afked  for  a  private  room,  where  Barnard  pulled 
out  a  bag  of  writings,  and  faid  to  Briftowe,  "  We 
"  muft  fix  them  as  fugitives."  Briftowe  agreed, 
and  the  other  began  filling  up  the  papers.  Brif- 
towe likewife  faid,  that  Bernard  was  an  attorney, 
and  that  he  was  the  man  that  was  to  do  the  bufi- 
nefs  for  them. 

A  paper  being  fhewn  to  Orme  in  court,  he  faid, 
"  that  is  the  paper  I  figned,  and  all  that  was  done 
"  for  five  guineas." 

William  Payne  (a  conftable)  depofed,  that  he 
apprehended  the  prifoners  at  the  Paul's^head 
tavern  ;  that  he  feized  Barnard's  bag,  who  faid, 
"  let  it  alone,"  and  pulled  out  the  two  fchedules. 
Payne  afked  Barnard,  if  he  had  received  any  money 
of  the  men  ;  he  faid  he  never  had  :  the  two  men 
declared  they  paid  him  ten  guineas.  He  then  con- 
fefled  he  had  received  that  fum,  and  given  Briftowe 
five  guineas.  The  latter  at  firft  denied  the  receipt 
of  them,  but  afterwards  confeffed  it. 

Briftowe  called  three  perfons,  who  gave  him  a 
good  character  j  and  Barnard  endeavoured  to  ex- 

culpatp 


302      NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

culpate  himfelf,  by  faying  that  "  he  had  nothing 
"  to  do  with  the  men;  that  Briftowe  was  to  be 
"  his  pa)  mafler,  and  had  told  him  they  were  to 
"take  the  benefit  of  the  aft  as  fugitives,  &c." 
with  other  circumftances  to  the  like  effect. 

The  jury  gave  fulJ  credit  to  the  evidence  again.fl 
the  prifoners,  and  delivered  a  verdict  that  they 
were  both  guilty  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  feflions,  they  were  fentenced  to  Hand 
in  the  pillory,  and  be  impnfoned  for  a  year. 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  of  this  affair,  it  feems  to 
have  been  an  artful  device  of  two  villains  to  rob 
two  unfufpetUng  countrymen  of  their  property, 
under  the  mod  fallacious  pretences  ;  and  indeed 
the  jury  feemed  to  have  been  of  the  fame  opinion, 
by  the  verdict  that  was  given. 


Account  of  the  Trials  of  FRANCES  PEARCE, 
ANNE  ARROGONY,  and  CATHERINE 
DAVIS,  otherwife  SIMPSON,  for  a  Street- 
Robbery. 

AT  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  *  OaO- 
ber,  1778,  the  prifoners  were  indicted  for 
robbing  Henry  Kitchen,  Efq;  of  a  bank-note,  value 
£15,  two  bills  of  exchange,  the  one  for  £350,  and 
the  other  for  £150,  and  feveral  other  bills  to  a 
confiderable  amount,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of 
September. 

As   Mr.  Kitchen    was    patting   near    the  New- 
church   in. the   Strand,  after  ten  at   night,  three 
women  furrounded  him,  and  took   his   pocket- 
book 

*  Mr.  Kitchen   was   then  lately  elected  to  the 
office  of  fheriff  of  London  and  Middlefex. 
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book  from  him,  which  contained  notes  to  the 
value  of  14  or  £1500.  He  faw  four  hands  held 
up  :  he  cried  l^atch)  and  Slop  thief!  and  inftantly 
fecured  Pearce,  but  did  not  fee  the  pocket-book 
in  her  hand.  The  other  women  ran  away. 

Elizabeth  Mills,  an  unhappy  woman  of  the 
town,  depofed  that  fhe  faw  Simpfon  and  Arrogony 
near  Mr.  Kitchen;  that  they  were  one  on  each  fide 
of  him.  This  deponent  faw  only  thofe  two  women 
at  that  time.  When  Mr.  Kitchen  came  near  the 
New-church,  Davis  ran  away,  and  the  other  fell 
down  in  attempting  to  run  off.  Mr.  Kitchen 
cried  out,  "  Stop  thief—  I  am  robbed."  Five  or 
fix  women  ftanding  near  the  church,  he  feized 
one  of  them,  and  faid,  "  I  have  got  you;  I  have 
"  got  you." 

On  the  crofs-examination,  this  evidence  faid, 
that  the  woman  had  walked  witi  Mr.  Kitchen 
from  St.  Clement's  church-yard,  arm  in  arm  ;  and 
that  when  he  came  near  the  New-church  five  or 
fix  women  were  ftanding  together;  and  he  faic?, 
•*  I  have  got  you  all.'* 

To  invalidate  the  teflimony  of  this  witnefo, 
Samuel  Price,  a  bailiff,  was  fworn,  who  depoled, 
that  he  had  known  her  ten  years,  and  that  he  did 
not  believe  fhe  was  fuch  a  woman  as  deferved  credit 
on  her  oath.  Mary  Hayes  likewife  depofed,,  that 
(he  was  a  very  abandoned  woman,  that  (he  had  af- 
fumed  feveral  names,  and  ought  not  to  be  believed 
even  under  the  fan&ion  of  an  oath. 

Amelia  Burchell  fwore,  that  fhe  faw  the  profe- 
cutor  leize  Pearce,  and  that  he  faid  he  was  robbe,d  ; 
and  Elizabeth  Thompfon  depofed,  that  fhe  had 
likewife  heard  him  fay  that  he  was  robbed;  that 
fhe  faw  Davis  having  hold  of  his  arm  ;  that  Arro- 
gony \vas  four  yards  behind  him,  but  at  what  diir 
unce  Pearce  was  fhe  did  not  know. 
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The  jury,  having  confidered  the  whole  evidence, 
acquitted  Arrogony  and  Davis,  and  found  Pearce 
guilty  of  the  charge,  in  confequence  of  which  Ihe 
received  fentence  to  be  imprifoned  three  years. 

The  notes  thus  ftolen  from  Mr.  Kitchen  were 
patTed  into  the  hands  of  fome  Jews;  but,  by  the 
diligence  of  the  peace-  officers,  about  half  of  them 
were  recovered.. 

We  have  the  rather  mentioned  this  cafe,  be- 

7          j 

caufe  women  feldom  commit  ftreet  -  robberies 
without  the  afliftance  of  men.  Women  of  the 
town  are  as  ufually  attended  by  their  bullies,, as 
bailiffs  by  their  followers. — The  men  who  reduce 
poor  credulous  girls  to  the  neceffity  of  plying  to 
the  cafual  patTenger  in  the  ftreet  have  much  to 
anfwer  for, 

£ven  fedu<flion,  however,  and  its  confequent 
diflrefs,  is  no  plea  for  ac~ls  of  difhonefty,  or  for  a 
continuance  in  the  path  of  vice.  London  and 
Weftminfter  abound  with  hofpitals  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  difeafed  or  really  unfortunate  ;  and 
there  is  parifti  provifion,  at  leaft,  for  all  thofe  who 
are  utterly  diftreffed ;  and  any  provifion  is  pre- 
ferable to  a  determined  perleverance  in  the  practice 
of  wickednefs. 


Account 
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Account  of  the  Trial,  Conviftion,  and  Execution 
of  JAMES  BEAN,  JOHN  HARTLEY,  and 
LAMBERT  SMITH,  who  fuffered  tor  Burglary. 

HHESE  men,  though  young  in  years,  were  old 
-*•  in  offence,  and  therefore  it  becomes  neceflary 
to  infert  their  ftory,  that  others  may  take  warning 
from  their  fate. 

At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Decem- 
ber, 1778,  James  Bean,  John  Hartley,  and  Lam" 
bert  Smith,  were  indicted  for  breaking  the  dwel- 
ling houle  of  Levi  Hart,  on  the  2oth  of  O&ober, 
and  ftealing  68  filver  watches,  value  up/.  ioj.  a 
number  of  gold  breafl  fhirt  buckles,  fet  with  pearls 
and  garnets,  fome  gold  rings,  and  other  valuable 
articles,  the  property  of  Abraham  Davis. 

The  profecutor  is  a  travelling  Jew,  who  carries 
goods  through  the  country.  He  had  a  room  on 
the  firft  floor  at  Mr.  Hart's,  and  faw  all  his  things 
fafe  between  fix  and  feven  in  the  evening,  when  he 
went  to  a  coffee-houfe,  and  foon  afterwards  Hart 
fetched  him  home,  informing  him  that  his  apart- 
ment had  been  robbed.  When  he  came  home,  he 
found  two  locks,  and  his  jewellery  boxes,  broke, 
and  miffed  all  his  propeity. 

Levi  Hart  depofed,  that  he  was  landlord  of  the 
houfe ;  that  forne  perfon  knocking  at  the  door, 
his  wife  opened  it,  and  three  men  rufhed  in,  who 
faid  "they  had  an  information  againft  the  houfe." 
Mrs.  Hart  alked  for  what ;  when  the  candle  was. 
(hatched  from  her,  and  two  of  them  went  up  flairs, 
while  the  third  (laid  below.  Mr.  Hart  heard  them 
break  open  the  door  ;  and  when  they  had  flolen 
Mr.  Davis's  property,  they  ckfcended,  threw  the 

VOL.  V.  No.  49.         R  r  candle- 
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candleftick  on  the  floor,  and  went  away :  but  one 
of  them  held  the  door  awhile,  to  prevent  a  purfuit : 
Mr.  Hait  depofed,  that  he  knew  Sr^jth,  and  could 
fwear  to  him  ;  but  he  could  not  fwear  to  the  other 
two. 

Sarah  Hart  confirmed  her  hufband's  depofition; 
faid    that    hearing   a   knocking  at   the  door,   fhe 
opened  it,  when  the  three  men  rufhed  in,  and  faid 
they  had  an  information  againft.  the  houfe,  againft 
a  young  man,  a  lodger,  who  dealt  in  French  filks; 
that  on  her  afking  if  they  had  authority  to  come 
into  her  houfe,  one  of  them  produced  a  piftol  to 
her  hu{band,  and  faid,  if  he  Jtirred,  be  was  a  dead 
man ;  that  fhe  heard  the  clofet  btoke  open,  and 
on  her  wanting  to  go  up  (lairs,  the  villain  who  was 
below  pufhed  her  away  twice,  and  feized  her  by 
the  throat.      She  depofed,  that  fhe  knew  all  the 
prifoners,  having  looked  in  their  faces  as  they  en- 
tered  the  houfe  ;    and   fhe  pofitively  fwore  that 
Smith  put  a  piftol  to, her  hufband'f  breaft. 

Information  of  this  robbery  having  been  given 
at  Pow-flreet,  Sir  John  Fielding's  men  foon  traced 
the  thieves ;  and,  on  the  trial,  Charles  Jealous 
produced  a  watch,  which  he  found  on  Lambert 
Smith,  who  faid  it  was  his  own:  but  Richard 
Simpfon  proved  that  he  made  that  very  watch 
for  Aaron  Michael,  who  depofed  that  he  left  it, 
with  two  other  watches,  &c.  in  the  care  of  the 
prcfecutor. 

Richard  Ward  fwore,  that  he  bought  forty-one 
•watches  of  James  Bean,  all  of  which  he  had  fold 
but  one,  and  that  proved  to  be  Mr.  Davis's  pro- 
perty. 

Bean,  by  way  of  defence,  faid  that  Smith  knew 
nothing  of  the  robbery;  and  that  himfelf  had  the 
watches  to  fell  for  another  man.  Smkh  faid  that 

he 
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he  had  a  watch  of  Bean,  to  get  a  glafs  put-  in  it; 
and  Hartley  denied  being  guilty  of  the  charge  : 
but  the  jury  found  all  the  prisoners  guilty  ,<and  they 
received  fentence  of  death. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that,  at  the  fame 
feflions,  Hartley  and  Bean  were  tried  for  being 
concerned  in  breaking  open  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Da- 
niel Clewin,  of  Finchley,  on  the  ift  of  March  pre- 
ceding, and  were  convicted  on  the  fulleft  evidence: 
but,  as  we  have  already  given  an  account  of  the 
other  parties  concerned  in  that  atrocious  burglary, 
it  will  be  unnecefiary  to  enter  into  particulars. 

Of  the  behaviour  of  thefe  criminals  after  con- 
viction we  have  no  favourable  account.  They 
were  molt  daring  and  hardened  offenders ;  and  as 
they  lived  in  conOant  violation  of  the  laws,  fo  they 
died  almoft  unpitied. 

James  Bean,  John  Hartley,  and  Lambert  Smith, 
were  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  I2th  of  February, 
1779. 

Surely  our  younger  readers  cannot  need  the 
lead  caution  to  avoid  treading  in  the  fteps  which 
brought  thefe  young  fellows  to  fuch  a  fatal  and 
difgraceful  end.  It  is  but  a  very  few  years  Cnce 
Hartley  was  a  mere  child,  playing  about  the  dirty 
allies  adjoining  to  Water-lane,  Fleet-ftreet;  but  an 
attachment  to  bad  company  foon  led  him  to  the 
praftice  of  every  vice  that  his  youth  was  capable  of, 
and  he  fell  an  untimely  viftim  to  the  infulted  laws 
of  God  and  his  country. 

Learn  hence,  ye  youths,  thofe  paths  to  fhun. 
Which  quick  to  fure  definition  run; 
And  O  !  purfue  that  happier  way 
That  leads^to  realms  of  endlefs  day. 

R  r  2  Account 
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Account  of  the  Trial  of  SAMUEL  BONNER, 
who  was  convifted  of  writing  a  threatening 
Letter,  with  a  defign  of  extorting  Money  from 
Mrs.  SARAH  TESHMAKER. 

BONNER  was  born  at  Edmonton  in  Middle- 
fex,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  place  he 
had  many  years  worked  for  different  perfons  as  a 
day-labourer,  and  bore  the  chaja&er  of  an  honed, 
indulliious,  but  fimple  man. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  written  by 
Bonner,  and  delivered  by  the  penny-poft  to  Mr. 
"Francis  Hardeaftle,  landlord  of  the  Fox  upon 
Winchmore^green,  whom  Mrs.  Tefhmaker  had  di- 
rected to  receive  her  news-papers  and  letters,  that 
the  news-carriers  and  .poll-men  might  not  be  put  to 
the  trouble  of  going  out  of  the  public  road,  from 
which  her  houle  flood  at  fome  diflance. 
"  Lady  Tafhmaker  Nov.  2Oth,  1778. 

Wee  dwo  a  blige  You  that  you  mall  dwo 
this  kindnefs  of  Charity  to  theas  three  people  which 
wee  menfhon  to  you  that  his  the  Wheader  Wakex 
field  James  Weave  and  Old  Bonner  &  make  each 
of  them  a  preafant  of  one  Gine  &  half  to  a  Sift 
them  in  thear  Diftrefs.  One  Sunday  morning  be- 
ing the,  22th  of  Nor.  and  fend  for  them  ail  three 
to  your  Houfe  be  tween  1 1  and  12  &  let  one  of 
you  Sarvents  give  them  thifs  gift  in  a  peas  of  paper 
&  this  leater  never  to  be  mentioned  for  the  fatty 
of  your  Self  If  you  dwo  not  dwo  a  Corden  to  what 
this  leater  menflbons  you  may  expeft  that  your  Ef- 
tate  mail  be  Broght  to  ames  and  Your  Self  to  the 
Ground  with  a  brafe  of  marvels  throu  your  C 

It  is  not  ondley  you  others  (hall  be  a  blige  to  dwo 
the  kindnefs  of  Chearity  to  the  poor  a-pon  Winch- 
I  more- 
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more  hill  as  well  as  you  wee  are  men  that  is  wefl 
wifhes  to  the  poor  near  neabers  a  fhort  life  and  a 
meary  one 

This  from  your  well  withers  If  you 
act  a  Corden  to  this  Leater" 

The  prifoner  was  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  the  fedions  held  in  December.  1778. 
Mrs.  Tefhmaker  produced  the  letter,  and;it  was 
read,  and  found  literally  to  correfpond  with  the 
copyinferted  in  the  indictment:  the  ladydepofed, 
that  on  her  return  from  a  vifit  on  the  2  r  ft  of  the 
preceding  month,  (he  found  the  letter  lying  oft 
her  dreding-table. 

Francis  Hardcaftle  fwore  that  he  received  the 
letter  from  the  penny-poll  man,  and  delivered  it  to 
John  Draper,  one  of  Mrs.  Tefhmaker's  fervants, 
who  proved  that  the  letter  produced  in  court  was 
that  he  received  from  Hardcaftle. 

Samuel  Draper,  clerk  to  Pearce  Galliard,  Efq; 
in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  informed  the  couf  t,  that  on  Monday  the 
goth  of  November  he,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Day, 
went  to  Clerkenwell  bridewell,  in  order  to  poft- 
pone  the  re-examination  of  Bonner  from  Tuefday 
till  Wednefday ;  and  that  when  the* prifoner  was  let 
into  the  yard  between  the  gates,  he  ran  towards, 
them,  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  written  the 
letter,  faying  it  was  the  firft  offence  he  had  com- 
mitted, and  earneftly  fupplicating  that  they  would 
intercede  in  his  favour. 

Matthew  Day  depofed  that,  by  the  defire  of  Mr. 
Draper,  he  accompanied  him  to  Clerkenwell  bride- 
well on  Monday  the  30th  of  November,  and  flood 
in  an  obfcure  part  of  the  yard  during  afhortcon- 
verfation  between  Draper  and  the  prifoner,  on  the 
conclufion  of  which  he  was  perceived  by  the  pri- 
foner, 
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foner,  who  ran  to  him,  clafped  him  in  his  arms* 
and  cried,  «<  Pray,  Sir,  God  blefs  you!  Sir,  be  my 
«*  friend,  and  get  me  out  of  this  di final  place ;  you 
*c  was  always  my  friend;'*  that  he  afked  him  on 
what  account  he  was  confined  ;  on  which  he  faid, 
*'  Oh,  God  knows !  God  blefs  you,  Sir,  get  me 
«'  out  of  it;  you  will,  if  you  are  my  friend,  get 
"  me  out  of  it ;"  that,  in  a  whifper,  he  acknow- 
ledged that  his  having  written  a  threatening  letter 
to  the  profecutrix  was  thecaufe  of  his  confinement, 
and  faid,  "  O,  Sir;  it  was  the  devil,  the  devil,  the 
"  devil,  and  this  leg,  (putting  his  hand  to  his  leg, 
"  on  which  he  had  fome  time  before  received  a 
*  wound)  that  induced  me  to  do  it.  It  is  true  I 
"  did  write  this  letter,  but  it  is  the  firfl  fad  I  ever 
*'  was  guilty  of." 

Being  called  upon  for  his  defence,  the  prifoner 
only  faid  that  what  Mr.  Day  had  related  was  truth ; 
and  upon  the  court  afking  him  whether  he  had 
any  perfon  to  appear  on  behalf  of  his  character, 
he  faid,  "  only  God  and  the  gentleman." 

7,"  he  jury  pronounced  him  guilty  of  the  indict- 
ment, and  he  received  judgment  of  death.  The 
jury  and  the  profecutrix  humbly  recommended 
the  prifoner  to*  his  Majefty's  mercy,  which  he 
received. 

If  the  law  did  not  denounce  very  fevere  punifh- 
roent  againfl  offenders  convicted  of  writing  threat- 
ening letters,  neither  life  nor  property  would  be 
any  longer  fecure.  Bonner's  cafe  was  remarkable  : 
there  was  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  violent  threats  in  the  letter,  he  would 
not  have  carried  them  into  execution,  had  the 
lady  refufed  her  compliance,  and  declined  purfu- 
ing  meafures  for  apprehending  the  writer  ;  he  was 
a  man  remarkably  deficient  in  point  of  intellect. 

In 
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In  cafes  of  forgery,  the  punilhment  is  the  fame, 
whether  a  fraud  is  or  is  not  actually  committed, 
the  fa6l  of  forgery  being  fuflficient  to  prove  a  frau- 
dulent intention,  and  to  conilitute  a  breach  of  the 
law  ;  and  this  doQrine  holds  good  with  regard  to 
threatening  letters. 

Let  n  not  be  fuppofed  that  robberies  may  be 
comim'.ted  with  impunity  by  means  of  threatening 
letters,  the  w liters  of  which  are  equally  liable  to 
an  ignominious  death  with  the  perpetrators  of  the 
molt  defperate  crimes. 


An  Account  of  the  fingular  Cafe  of  ROBERT 
MOODY,  who  was  tried  for  a  Rape,  and 
acquitted. 

ON  Wednefday  the  2d  of  December,  1778, 
Sarah  Bethell  charged  Robert  Moody,  a 
waterman,  with  ravifhing  her  in  his  boat,  on  his 
palfage  between  Queenhithe  and  Wandfworth,  be- 
tween feven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
lOth  of  November  preceding. 

Though  the  evidence  given  on  this  occafion  at 
Bow-ftreet  did  not  feem  by  any  means  conclufivc 
againft  the  prifoner,  yet,  as  Mrs.  Bethell  fwore 
politively  to  the  perpetration  of  the  facl,  the  ma- 
giftrates  thought  themfelves  in  duty  bound  to 
commit  the  prifoner  for  trial*. 

At  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  De- 
cember,   1778,    Robert   Moody  w^s  indicled  for 
ravilhing   Sarah,    the    wife  of  William   Bethell, 
againft  her  will. 
^ The 

*  This  circumftance  is  worthy  of  remark. — Tho' 
a  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  a  hundred  perfons  who  may 
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The  profecutrix  fwore,  that,  having  fpent  the 
day  in  London,  file  went  to  Queenhithe,  where  fhe 
faw  the  prifoner,  whom  fhe  had  known  for  feme 
years ;  that  fhe  went  with  him  into  the  boat,  toge- 
ther with  die  beadle  of  Fulham,  who  finding  the 
weather  cold,  landed  at  Weftminfler  bridge,  and 
faid  he  would  go  by  the  flage  ;  that  fhe  being 
now  left  alone  with  Moody,  he  flopped  at  the 
Spread  Eagle  at  Mill-Bank,  where  they  drank  fome 
gin-hot  together;  that  they  again  flopped  at  the 
King's  Head  at  Chelfea,  where  the  prifoner  had  a 
pint  of  beer,  but  fhe  did  not  drink  with  him  ;  that 
flie  was  perfe&ly  fober  when  they  again  got  into 
the  boat,  and  juft  before  they  got  to  Batterfea- 
bridge,  Moody  Faid,  *;  Mrs.  Bethell,  give  u;>  afongj" 
which  fhe  declined  to  do,  faying  fhe  was  not  fo 
light-hearted. 

Being  afked  what  fjie  meant  by  light-hearted,  fhe 
faid  that  her  hufband  had  been  out  of  his  mind. 
and  difcharged  as  incurable  frorp  a  madhoure,  w v 
circumflancediftui  bed  her  mind,  Shedepoi- 
on  her  refufmg  to  fing,  he  fwore,  "  if  fhe  s    . 
"  fing,  fhe  fhould  do  the  other  thing,"  . 
haying  pulled  her  down  fiom  the  flern  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  boat,  he  faid  if  fhe  mentioned  his 
or  fcreanied  oufr>  he  would  throw  her  over.     She 
farther  depofed,  that  (he  made  all  polTible  reli- 
ance ;  notwithftanding  which,  he  perpetrated  thq 
deed  for  which  he  was  indided. 

r.     She. 


"be  prefent,  be  fully  convinced  of  the  innocence 
of  an  acculed  party,  yet  the  magiftrate  is  bound 
to  commit,  if  the  accufer  pofitively  fwears  to  the 
chajige.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  (acred  and  im- 
portant is  the- power  veiled  in  our  Juries. 
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She  now  threatened  (according  to  her  own  ac- 
count) to  expofe  him;  but  he  fwore  "  he  did  not 
"  mind  being  expofed."  After  this  fhe  faid  he 
rowed  quietly  to  Wandfworth,  without  offering 
any  farther  violence ;  and  that  flie  went  direclly  to 
thehoufe  of  her  brother,  Mr.  Firmage,  and  related 
to  his  wife  what  had  paflfed. 

Mary  Firmage  depofed,  that  flie  came  to  her 
houfe  about  half  an  hour  after  feven  at  night,  and 
appeared  to  have  been  very  much  tumbled  and 
moujled  about ;  and  feemed  to  be  much  agitated  in 
her  mind.  The  huiband  being  in  the  fhop,  Mrs. 
Firmage  took  Ijer  fifter-in-law  into  another  room, 
and  afked  her  what  was  the  matter;  to  which  (he 
replied,  that  fhe  had  been  ufed  very  ill  by  Robert 
Moody,  who  had  committed  a  rape  on  her. 

John  Firmage,  the  father  of  Sarah  Bethell,  de- 
pofed, that  he  was  fent  for  to  his  daughter,  who 
faid  that  Moody  had  ufed  her  very  ill ;  on  which 
this  deponent  faid,  he  would  make  him  fuffer  for 
it,  and  he  mould  have  what  the  law  directed  : — 
that  on  the  following  day,  as  he  was  going  by  his 
fon's  houfe,  Moody  came  out,  and  faid,  "  for  God's 
"  fake,  have  companion  upon  me!  confidermy  wife 
'*  and  children." 

Mr.  Firmage  and  his  daughter  went  to  the  Ro- 
tation-office in  the  Borough  ;  buc  finding  they  had 
made  application  at  an  improper  place,  as  the  of- 
fence was  prefumed  to  have  been  committed  on  the 
Chelfea  fide  of  the  river,  they  went  to  Sir  John 
Fielding's,  where  they  obtained  a  warrant;  but 
thi*  warrant  was  not  ferved  till  the  2yth  of  the 
month,  in  compaffion,  as  was  alledged,  to  the  Gtu- 
ation  of  the  prisoner's  wife,  who  lay-in  at  the 
time. 
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The  prifoner,  byway  of  defence,  declared  his 
total  innocence  of  the  fact;  and,  as  it  had  been  in- 
iinuated  that  he  had  abfconded,  in  fear  of  being 
apprehended,  he  faid  he  knew  he  had  not  of- 
fended. 

On  behalf  of  the  prifoner,  Martha  Harrold  was 
fworn,  who  gave  a  whimfical  kind  of  evidence.  She 
depofed,  that  Mrs.  Firmage  told  her  Bob  Moody 
had  committed  a"  rape  on  Mrs.  Bethell.  Mrs.  Har- 
rolrl  expreffed  her  doubt  of  the  fact,  as  they  got 
twice  out  of  the  boat  to  drink :  however,  (he  went  to 
Mrs.  Firmage's,  where  flie  faid,  to  ufe  her  own 
<vords,  <c  how  do  you  do  now,  after  your  merry- 
<c  bout?"  Being  afked  what  was  Mrs.  Bethell's  be- 
haviour, Ihe  faid,  "  fhe  is  a  very  jokeits  merry  wo- 
**  man,  and  not  quite  fo  fedate  as  fome  might  be;" 
and  that  fhe  had  feen  the  hands  of  James  Nicholls 
down  her  bofom.  Being  afked  if  fhe  believed  Mrs. 
Bethell  to  be  a  virtuous,  modell  woman  ;  file  replied, 
"  I  can  riot  pretend  to  fay  whether  fhe  is  or  not.  I 
"  can  only  fay,  according  to  my  belief,  Ihe  is  not  fo 
*'  good  as  fome  may  be ;  fhe  is  very  vulgar  in  her 
,  "  fpeech."  To  this  the  court  anfwered,  "  her  be- 
"  haviour  does  not  appear  to  be  fo  vulgar  as  your 
"  own." 

Being  afkecj,  on  her  crofs  examination,  if  fhe 
thought  it  proper  for  a  woman  of  decency  to  afk 
another  "  how  fhe  did  after  this  merry-bout,"  and 
'*  whether/fhe  thought  a  rape  was  a  merry-bout ;" 
her  anfwer  was,  "  fl\e  is  ajokeus  woman — I  only 
"  thought  it  a  joke." 

Elizabeth  Wills,  of  the  King's-head  at  Chelfea, 
depofetlj  that  the  profecutiix  and  prifoner  had 
drank  together  at  her  houfe,  and  appeared  to  be 
on  very  good  terms;  and  that  when  they  quitted 
the  houfe  tuey  went  out  arm  in  arm;  and  on  their 

leaving 
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leaving  the  tap-room,  feme  men  wifhed  them  good 
luck,  becaufe  they  faw  them  very  fociable  toge- 
ther. This  witnefs  farther  depofed  as  follows: 
"  Fie  (the  prifoner)  called  at  our  houfe  on  the 
*'  Friday  after  the  rape  was  committed  ;  he  afked 
"  me  if  I  recollected  his  calling  there  on  the  Tuef- 
"  day  ?  1  faid,  I  did.  He  had  a  man  went  in  his 
"  boat  from  our  houfe  that  night." 

A  "waterman  being  fworn,  depofed,  that  he  was 
on  the  water  on  the  evening  of  the  prefumed  rape  : 
that  Moody  came  within  four  or  five  boats  length 
of  him,  and  was  very  merry  and  linging : — that  he 
did  not  hear  any  body  fcream  ou$  or  make  a  noife; 
and  that  if  there  had  been  any  noife,  he  muft  have 
heard  it.  He  faid  that  when  he  fir  ft  faw  Moody, 
he  was  rowing,  and  fomebody  was  fitting  upright 
at  his  back-board,  but  he  could  not  tell  whether  it 
was  a  man  or  a  woman. 

William  Pike,  a  waterman,  gave  the  following 
evidence  :— that  he  was  putting  his  boat  right  when 
the  profecutrix  and  pvifoner  got  into  their  boat 
from  the  King's-head:  that  he  (this  deponent)  llaid 
at  the  water-fide  five  or  fixminutes;  that  he  did  not 
hear  a  fcreaming,  outcry,  or  any  noife  made  by  a 
woman ; — and  that  the  wind  was  in  his  favour  to 
have  heard  any  noife. 

John  Ingram,  a  youth  of  fixteen,  remembered 
Mrs.  Bethell  landing  with  the  prifoner  on  the  night 
when  the  offence  was  alledged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted. This  witnefs  fwore,  that  he  handed  the 
profecutrix  out  of  the  boat,  and  that  (he  alked 
Moody  if  he  would  have  any  thing  to  drink  ?  To 
which  he  anfwered,  "  no  more  to  night,  thank 
11  you."  They  parted  immediately,  after  they  had 
mutually  killed  each  other;  and  me  faid,  "  God  blefs 
"  7OU?  good  night."  The  counCel  for  the  prcfe- 
S  f  2  cuUQjj 
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cution  afked  Ingram,  if  it  was  not  a  dark  night  ? 
He  owned  that  it  was,  but  there  was  light  enough 
from  the  public-houfe  to  enable  him  to  fee  the  par- 
ties. John  Carter,  mafter  to  thelaft  witnefs,  gave 
him  an  excellent  character,  faying  he  had  never 
known  him  guilty  of  telling  a  lie. 

The  following  perfons  appeared  to  the  prifoner's 
character. — Elizabeth  Benfonhad  known  him  eight 
or  nine  years  ;  had  been  in  his  boat  late  and  early, 
and  had  never  feen  any  thing  amifs  of  him  in  her 
life  :  fhe  had  b^en  after  dark  with  him  from  Lon- 
don to  Wandfworth,  and  averred  that  he  was  a 
fober,  honeft  man,  who  did  his  belt  to  maintain 
his  family. 

Mrs.  Kenrick,  who  lived  next  door  to  him,  had 
known  him  nine  years,  had  been  with  him  early 
and  late  by  land  and  water,  and  depofed,  that  he 
bore  an  extraordinary  good  character. 

Martha  Leech  had  known  him  eighteen  years  : 
fhe  faid  Ihe  had  gone  hundreds  of  times  in  his  boat, 
at  all  hours,  by  night  and  by  day ;  that  he  had 
never  behaved  immodeftly  to  her  in  his  life  ;  and 
that  he  was  an  honeft,  civil  man. 

Efther  Davis,  who  was  only  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  had  known  him  eighteen  years;  had  gone 
with  him  morning,  noon,  and  evening,  when  he 
had  always  behaved  with  thexgreate(l  civility,  and 
was  an  honeft,  induftriou's,  fober  man. 

Thefe  teftimonies  of  the  women  were  confirmed 
by  John  Hodges,  who  had  known  him  feven  years ; 
.Ambrofe  Nofwell,  twenty-four;  and  Thomas  Ed- 
monds, fourteen  ;  the  latter  of  whom  faid  that  he 
had  a  very  good  character,  that  he  was  willing  to 
take  c&re  of  his  family,  and  he  concluded  by  faying, 
•'  he  is  an  indulgent  hulband,  and  as  fond  a  father 
"  as  can  be." 

After 
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After  the  evidence  that  has  been  recited,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  that  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict 
that  the  prifoner  was  Not  Guilty. 

We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  the  re- 
counting of  this  trial,  becaufe  we  think  the  acquit- 
tal of  Moody  does  honour  to  his  Jury.  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  fay  that  Junes  fhould  always  take  the  fa- 
vourable fide  of  the  queflion,  where  there  is  any 
doubt  of  the  guilt  of  the  accufed  party.  It  is  to 
the  credit  of  our  Englifh  Juries,  that  this  is  gene- 
rally the  cafe. 

We  do  not  mean,  on  this  occafion,  to  aflert  that 
the  profecutrix  was  perjured  ;  but  furely  the  evi- 
dence brought  to  criminate  the  prifoner  was  infuf- 
ficient  to  fatisfy  the  mind  of  any  reafonable  man. 

In  cafes  of  rape  particular  caution  ought  to  be 
ufed  by  thofe  who  are  to  be  judges  of  the  facl.  A 
rape  is  one  of  the  mod  atrocious  of  crimes,  and  one 
of  the  molt  difficult  to  be  proved,  as  the  proof  of  it 
muft  gent-rally  depend  on  the  fingle  teftimony  of 
the  party  luppofed  to  be  injured. 

The  violation  of  the  will  conftitutes  the  eQTence 
of  the  crime  ;  for  the  perfonarl  injury  is  nothing, 
compared  with  the  idea  of  a  man's  afluming  the 
Bafhaw,  and  faying  that  a  woman  (hall  be  a  Gave 
to  his  lufl. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  work  we  have  hitherto  con- 
cluded each  trial  with  a  ferious  remark :  We  fhall 
finim  this  with  an  anecdote. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  a  man  *  was  appre- 
hended, tried,  and  convicted,  for  committing  a  rape 

on 
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on  a  common  woman  of  the  tewn.  Great  intercef- 
fion  was  made  to  fave  the  convift,  on  account  of 
the  character,  and  fituation  in  life,  of  the  woman. 
At  this  juncture  Dean  Swift  happened  to  be  in 
England,  and  was  in  high  favour  with  the  miniftry. 
In  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Ireland  the  Dean  relates 
fome  of  the  particulars  of  the  cafe,  and  fays,  "  mall 
"  a  woman  be  ravifhed  becaufe  (lie  is  a  whore? 
"  No,  no,  I'll  take  care  of  that; — the  fellow  (hall 
"  be  hanged,  if  I  have  any  intereft  with  the  people 
"  in  power :"  and  we  are  told  that  the  man  was 
hanged  accordingly. 


Particulars  of  the  Trial  of  JOSEPH  RELPH, 
who  was  indidled  for  Murder,  and  found  guilty 
of  Man-Jlaugbter. 

AT  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  in  De- 
cember, 1778,  Jofeph  Relph,  mariner,  was 
indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Andrew  Schultz 
on  the  26th  of  November  preceding  ;  and  he  like- 
wife  flood  charged  on  the  coroner's  inquifition,  for 
felonioufly  killing  and  flaying  the  faid  Andrew. 

The  prifoner  was  employed  in  the  imprefs  fer- 
vice,  and  the  following  is  the  flateof  the  evidence 
adduced  on  the  trial. — John  Clear  fwore,  that  he 
was  a  beadle  of  Wapping  ;  that  Mr.  James  Stew- 
art, a  tallow-chandler,  called  him  from  the  Mafon's 
lodge,  and  told  him  a  man  was  murdered  :  that  he 
went  to  the  Ggn  of  the  Gibraltar,  where  he  found 
the  prifoner  leaning  down  in  a  box,  having  the  fin- 
gers of  his  left  hand,  which  were  bloody,  tied  in  a 
handkerchief:  that  on  this  deponent's  afking  what 

was 
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was  the  matter,  Rclpb  faid  he  had  been  ufed  ill, 
and  cut  to  pieces ;  that  he  went  with  him  quietly  to 
the  Round-houfe,  and  the  next  day  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  who  committed  him  to  New-prifon. 

John  Hageman  depofed,  that  he  was  a  fervant  to 
Mr.  Compton,  fugar-baker,  in  Brewer's-lane;  there 
were  five  of  his  companions,  all  of  whom  were 
going  home  to  Mr.  Compton's;  that  they  were  all 
on  the  foot-pavement,  and  the  deceafed  was  run- 
ning before  him  :  that  he  faw  a  woman  with  a 
lantern  in  her  hand  eroding  the  way,  and  a  girl 
about  eight  years  old  with  her ;  and  that  Hard- 
wicke  (one  of  the  company)  lifted  up  the  woman's 
petticoats  behind. 

The  counfel  now  interpofed,  and  faid  he  fhould 
prove  that  the  woman  and  child  were  the  wife  and 
daughter  of  the  prifoner. 

Hageman  proceeded,  and  faid  that  the  woman 
having  walked  a  hundred  yards,  the  prifoner  over- 
took them  ;  on  which  his  wife  pointed  to  Hard- 
wicke,  and  faid,  "  This  is  the  young  man  that  laid 
"  hold  of  my  gown."  The  prifoner  croflfed  to 
Hardwicke,  and  allied  hirn  whatbufinefs  he  had  to 
meddle  with  the  woman's  gown.  Hardwicke  made 
noreply;  and  one  Kello  coming  up  at  the  juncture, 
laid  to  the  lieutenant,  (Relph)  "  Sir,  I  am  your 
t:  prifoner,  and  will  go  with  you  where  you  like." 
This  evidence  farther  depofed,  that  the  lieutenant 
took  Hardwicke  by  the  neck,  and  pulled  his  hac 
off. 

John  Kello  was  now  fworn  ;  but  not  being  per- 
fect in  the  Englifti  language,  an  interpreter  was 
fWorn  to  deliver  his  evidence,  which  was  to  the 
following  effeft  :  that  Andrew  Schultz  was  one  of 
the  party,  returning  with  his  fellow-fetvants  to 
Mr.  Compton's ;  that  he  himfelf  was  fober,  but 
2  doubted 
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doubted  if  Hardwicke  was  not  fomewhat  in  liquor  : 
that  he  did  not  fee  the  prifonertill  he  came  and 
put  a  hanger  to  his  breafl ;  on  which  this  deponent 
acknowledged  himfeif  his  prifoner,  and  confented 
to  go  where  he  pleafed  ;.but  that  he  thruft  the 
hanger  through  his  cloaths,  and  flightly  wounded 
him  in  the  breaft. 

When  this  deponent  felt  the  fword  hurt  him,  he 
jumped  afide;  and  then  Schultz  faid  "  You  had 
"  better  put  your  fword  by."  After  fome  ftrug- 

fling  Kello  took  the  hanger  from  the  lieutenant, 
ut  did  not  obferve  whether  Schultz  was  wounded 
or  not ;   that  the  prifoner  went  to  a  public-houfe, 
and  afterwards  heard  that  Schultz  was  wounded  j 
and  that  the  lieutenant  was  cut  in  the  hand. 

Frederick  Hardwicke,  being  fworn,  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  touched  the  bottom  of  the  wo- 
man's gown  as  he  was  palling  her;  owned  he  was 
a  little  difguifed  in  liquor,  and  that,  after  he  had 
touched  the  woman's  gown,  he  received  a  blow 
from  behind  on  his  neck,  and  his  hat  fell  off ;  but 
he  could  not  tell  by  whom  the  blow  was  given. 
When  he  recovered  himfeif,  and  got  to  his  com- 
panions, he  obferved  that. Schultz  was  wounded, 
and  that  the  lieutenant  was  going  to  the  public- 
houfe  with  a  drawn  hanger  in  his  hand;  he  fol- 
lowed him,  and  flaid  there  two  minutes  :  he  ob- 
ferved that  the  lieutenant's  hand  was  bloody,  and 
immediately  went  home  to  his  own  lodging. 

Sarah  Hofkins,  an  oyfter  woman,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Hofkins  of  Bell-dock,  favv  four  young-men  in 
the  highway,  and  obferved  the  lieutenant  collar 
Hardwicke,  and  likewife  favv  a  woman  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  way,  whom  (he  heard  fay  "  you  dirty 
"  fellow,  how  dare  you  meddle  with  my  gown  ?'* 
er  petticoat,  the  deponent-could  not  be  fure  which. 

Her 
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Her  huiband,  the  lieutenant,  then  came  up,  and 
faid,  "  My  dear,  what  is  the  matter?"  to  which 
flic  replied,  "  the  dirty  fellow  has  been  pulling 
"  my  gown,"  or  words  to  that  purpofe. 

Mrs.  Hofkins  then  faw  the  lieutenant  collar 
Frederick  Hardwicke,  .and  fay,  "  If  you  don't  go 
"  along  with  me,  I  will  draw  my  fword  and  ftab 
"  you. '  They  then  ftruggled  from  the  Bell  ale- 
houfe  door  till  they  got  between  a  brazier's  and 
tin-fhop,  at  the  diftance  of  nine  or  ten  yards.  In 
the  mean  time  one  of  the  men,  who  had  a  Mick, 
hit  the  lieutenant  on  the  back,  while  Hardwicke 
and  he  were  fl niggling.  During  this  commotion 
the  lieutenant's  wife  was  hanging  round  his  neck 
in  the  highway  ;  but  this  deponent  did  not  fee  the 
fword  drawn,  only  heard  the  threat  that  it  mould 
be  done :  nor  did  (he  know  whether  the  fword  was 
drawn  before  or  after  the  lieutenant  was  ftruck. 

About  five  or  fix  minutes  after  the  lieutenant 
was  ftruck  with  the  flick,  {he  heard  fomebody  cry 
out,  "  Stop  him,  flop  him,  the  young  man  is  dead 
"  in  the  tin-fhop."  The  lieutenant  then  went  into 
the  ale-houfe. 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  the  evidence ;  and  the 
judge  then  faid  to  the  counfel^for  the  prifoner, 
"  Do  you  mean  to  make  this  lefs  than  man- 
"  flaughter?"  To  which  the  eounfel  replied  in  the 
following  words  :  "  No,  my  lord,  we  cannot  make 
"  jt  lefs  than  manflaughter.  The  lieutenant  was 
"  ufed  very  ill  while  his  wife  was  hanging  round 
"  his  neck  to  prevent  any  further  fighting.  She 
'•  was  cut  acrofs  her  neck,  and  the  lieutenant  had 
"  bis  hand  and  his  coat  cut  in  two  places,  and  was 
"  beat  all  over  his  arm  and  moulders." 

The  court,  now  obferving  that,  if  the  jury  were 
fartisfied,  nothing  farther  need  be  heard,  but  if  not 

VOL.  V.  No.  49.        T  t  they 


322    NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

they  would  proceed  ;  the  jury  faid,  "  my  lord,  we 
"  are  all  fatisfied  ;"  and  foon  afterwards  they  gave 
a  verdrcl  that  the  prifoner  was  "  Not  guilty  of  tKe 
fc  murder,  but  guilty  of  manflaughter  only  ;"  on 
•which  he  was  branded  and  diicharged. 

We  fee  that,  in  the  inftance  before  us,  a  life  had 
"been  loft,  yet  the  party  accufed  could  not  be  con- 
vifted  of  murder;  and  we  have  the  rather  inferted 
this  trial,  to  caution  people  to  avoid  occafional 
quarrels  in  the  ftreetvS,  which  can  never  be  attended 
with  any  good  confluences,  and  are  frequently 
productive  of  the  moft  fatal. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  we  find  that  the  accufed 
party  was  what  is  called  a  lieutenant  of  a  prefs  gang; 
that  is,  the  principal  favage  among  favages.  The 
cuftom  of  impreffing,  let  counfellors  plead,  and 
fenators  debate  till  they  are  hoarfe,  is  incompatible 
with  every  idea  \ve  can  frame  of  the  natural  right 
to  that  freedom  which  God  has  beftowed  equally 
on  us  all ;  and  which,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
donation,  it  appears  to  be  every  man's  duty  to 
fuppcrt. 

There  is  nothing  very  particular  in  the  cafe  be- 
fore us  which  tends  to  prove  any  infolence  on  the 
part  of  the  lieutenant ;  but  thefe  volumes  are 
growing  to  a  conclusion,  and  we  could  not  think 
of  putting  a  period  to  them  without  entering  our 
proteft  againft  a  practice  which  oppofes  every 
fentiment  of  humanity,  and  militates  againft  all 
the  finer  feelings  of  the  foul. 

What !  becaufe  a  man  has  ferved  his  country 
faithfully  for  a  feries  of  years  by  fea,  and  has  at 
length  retired  in  the  fond  hope  of  enjoying  the 
fweets  of  domeftic  felicity,  mall  he  be  dragged 
from  the  fond  wife,  and  the  helpfefs  innocents, 
when  he  wifhcs  not  again  to  tempt  the  danger  of 
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the  Teas?  Honour,  common  honefly,  plain  fenfe, 
humanity;  and  even  law,  reprobate  the  idea! 

We  have  had  of  late  two  or  three  inftances  of 
freemen  of  London  being  imprefled  ;  but  they 
have  been  difcharged:  the  hardieft,  the  moft  cal- 
lous of  our  lawyers  dare  not  bring  the  matter  to  a 
legal  ififue :  they  know  that  found  fenfe,  and  the 
laws  of  the  realm,  are  againft  the  practice;  they 
therefore  fly  from  the  fubje6t,  and,  like  the  Par- 
thians,  conquer  in  retreat. 

Setting  afide  all  moral  confiderations,  and  per- 
mitting even  humanity  to  fleep  on  this  fubjeft, 
found  policy  forbids  this  infernal  practice.  The 
Britifh  tars  are  full  free  to  ferve  their  country. 
Let  proper  bounties  be  offered,  Jet  proper  en- 
couragements be  held  forth,  and  the  navy  will 
never  want  a  man.  It  will  be  faioV'that  the  giving 
high  bounties  to  failors  will  occafion  an  increafe  of 
thofe  taxes  which  are  already  nearly  infupportable. 
No  doubt  but  our  taxes  are  very  burthenfome  ; 
but  let  our  penfioners  be  reduced  in  number  and 
in  pay,  and  we  fhall  not  want  a  fum  to  reward  our 
daring  failors.  Befides,  the  bounties  given  to  thefe 
men,  politically  confidered,  coll  nothing.  Every 
man  knows  that  a  feaman  carries  nothing  abroad 
with  him  but  his  jacket,  his  trowfers,  and  his  va- 
lour. He  fpends  his  bounty-money  where  he 
receives  it ;  and  the  cam.  circulates  among  thofe 
who  gave  it. 

Let  BRITISH  GENEROSITY  vie  with  BRITISH 
VALOUR,  and  we  may  bid  DEFIANCE  to  the 
WORLD  ! 


T  t  2  Account 
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Account  of  the  Trial  of  HENRY  BALL,  THO- 
MAS OSBORNE,  and  WILLIAM  HILS- 
DON,  for  a  Burglary  in  an  uninhabited  Houfe 
at  Hendon  in  Middlefex,  whence  they  ftole  a 
Quantity  of  Houfehold  Furniture,  fome  Linen, 
Wearing  Apparel,  and  other  Articles,  the  Pro- 
perty  of  BENJAMIN  WOOD. 

EARLY  in  the  month  of  November,  1778, 
Mr.  Wood  and  his  family  moved  from  Hen- 
don to  his  houfe  in  town,  for  the  winter  feafon. 
About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  i8th  of 
December,  John  Fuller,  a  watchman  at  Hampftead, 
obferved  a  cart  pafling  through  that  town  heavily 
laden,  and  attended  by  two  men  on  horfeback  ; 
and,  ftepping  into  the  road,  he  aiked,  what  was  in 
the  cart  ?  To  which  no  anfwer  was  given ;  but  the 
horfe  being  whipped,  the  cart  was  driven  againft 
the  corner  of  a  broker's  (hop,  and  overturned; 
when  the  horfenren  rode  offat  full  fpeed.  Ball  then 
came  up,  and  being  queftioned  by  Fuller,  denied 
that  he  belonged  to  the  cart,  and  (Iruck  him  with 
his  fift  on  the  neck ;  whereupon  Fuller  drew  a 
hanger,  threatening  to  put  him  to  inftant  death, 
if  he  attempted  any  further  refiftance.  Ball  having 
furrendered,  Fuller  delivered  him  into  the  charge 
of  two  conftables;  and  then  went  to  the  cart,  and 
gave  that  and  the  goods  it  contained  and  the  horfes 
into  the  cuftody  of  a  conflable,  named  Muddocks, 
who  had  jult  found  a  man's  hat  in  the  road,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  by  one  of  the  pri- 
foner%  accomplices. 

About  noon  Mr.  Wood  received  information, 
that  his  houfe  at  Hendon  had  been  broke  open 
and  fobbe/l ;  and  Mrs,  Wood  immediately  fet  out 

to 
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to  examine  what  lofs  was  fuftained.  She  found 
that  the  houfe  was  almoft  entirely  dripped  of  the 
furniture  ;  that  the  cellar  had  been  broke  open, 
and  liquor  of  different  forts  ftolen,  and  from  fome 
rum  being  left  in  a  tea-cup,  (lie  fuppofed  the  rob* 
bers  had  drank  while  they  were  in  the  houfe. 

On  the  trial  of  the  above  offenders,  Simon  Ed- 
wards fwore,  that  he  fearched  Ball  foon  after  his 
apprehenfion,  and  found  in  his  pofTeflion  an  iron 
crow,  a  chifiel,  three  common  keys,  and  a  number 
of  pick-lopk  keys. 

Samuel  Muddocks  depofed,  that  he  had  tried 
the  three  keys  taken  from  Ball,  and  found  them 
exactly  to  fit  the  locks  to  which  Mrs.  Wood  hsd 
informed  him  they  belonged  ;  and  that  he  had  tried 
the  pick-locks,  and  found  that  one  of  them  would 
open  the  lock  of  the  front  door.  This  \\  imcfe  fur- 
ther faid,  that  he  tried  the  chiflel  and  the  crow, 
and  that  they  fitted  the  marks  in  the  door  and  other 
parts  of  the  houfe  that  were  broken;  that  it  ap- 
peared as  if  the  villains  had  entered  by  the  front 
door,  and  broke  open  the  back  door,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  moving  thegoods  with  the  greater  fecrecy  ; 
and  that  he  had  traced  the  marks  made  by  a  cart 
and  one  horfe  from  the  back-door  into  the  road* 

Dennis  M'Donald  fwore,  that  in  confequence 
of  an  information  exhibited  before  the  bench  of 
magiftrates  fitting  at  the  Rotation-office  in  Litch- 
field-ftreet,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  a  Mr.  Davis  in 
Fetter-lane,  and  in  a  room  on  the  fecond  floor  found 
Ofborne  and  Hilfdon  lying  on  a  bed  in  their 
cloaths,  and  that  their  ijtioes  were  entirely  covered 
with  country  dirt;  that  he  found  a  towel  with  Mrs. 
Wood's  mark  on  it  lying  upon  the  bed,  and  took 
two  keys  from  Hilfdon,  who  was  attempting  to 
throw  them  away,  and  the  next  day  went  to  Hen- 
don, 
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don,  and  found  that  the  keys  exaftly  fitted  the 
locks  belonging  to  the  two  clofets  in  Mr.  Wood's 
fore  parlour ;  that  he  found  an  iron  crow  concealed 
in  the  chimney ;  and  that  Davis's  wife  told  him 
Ofborne  and  Hilfdon  came  in  about  five  o'clock 
in  the.  morning.  Charles  Grubb  and  James  Hide 
confirmed  the  evidence  of  M'Donald;  and  Grubb 
produced  the  iron  crow  and  the  towel,  which  lat- 
ter Mrs.  Wood  fwore  to  be  her  property. 

Thomas  Boyce  depofed,  that  on  his  way  to  Lon- 
don he  Mopped  at  Hampflead,  and  heard  a  report 
that  a  robbery  had  been  committed;  that  when 
he  reached  Battle-bridge,  he  obferveda  man  walk- 
ing in  the  road  without  a  hat,  and  having  a  hand- 
kerchief tied  upon  his  head,  and  remarked  his  per- 
fon  very  particularly,  as  he  entertained  a  fufpicion 
of  him  from  the  circumftance  of  his  being  without 
a  hat  at  "that  fevere  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  re- 
colle&ion  that  a  hat  had  been  left  on  the  road  at 
Hampftead  by  one  of  the  fuppofed  robbers.  Boyce 
faid  he  could  not  pofitively  fwear  to  the  perfon  of 
Hilfdon,  but  believed  him  to  be  the  man  he  had  feen 
without  a  hat  at  Battle-bridge. 

John  Fletcher,  clerk  in  the  public-office  in  Litch- 
field-ftreet,  being  fworn,  faid,  that  when  Ball  was 
brought  before  the  magiftracy  for  examination,  he 
requefted  to  be  an  evidence  for  the  crown,  which 
being  refufed,  on  account  of  the  notoriety  of  his 
character,  he  voluntarily  acknowledged  his  guilt, 
and  mentioned  the  parties  who  were  concerned 
with  him  in  the  robbery,  in  confequence  of  which 
officers  were  difpatched  to  Davis's  houfe,  in  order 
to  apprehend  them. 

Boyce  was  called  a  fecond  time,  and  queftioned 
as  to  the  drefs  of  the  man  he  had  mentioned  feeing 
at  Battle-bridge ;  and  he  defcribed  him  as  being 

dreflea 
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dreffed  in  a  Tailor's  jacket  much  worn.  Grubb 
fwore,  that  the  defcription  given  by  Boyce  exactly 
correfponded  with  the  appearance  of  Hilfdon  at 
the  time  of  his  being  apprehended. 

Mary  Davis  appeared  on  behalf  of  Hilfdon,  and 
politively  denied  having  told    M'Donald,   Grubb, 
and  Hide,  that  Ofborne  and  Hilfdon  came  to  her 
houfe  about  five  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  of 
December,  but  fwore  that  (he  let  Hilfdon  in  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  I7th  ;  that  he 
went  up  to  his  own  apartment,  and  that  fhe  faw 
him  no  more  till  about  fix  the  next  evening,  foon 
after  which  the  officers  came  to  apprehend  him. 
Richard  Davisfaid,  Hilfdon  had  lodged  in  his  houfe 
about  a  year  and  three  quarters,  and  that  he  had 
always  believed  him  to  be  an  honeft  man.   William, 
Hall,  and  Jofeph  Loe,  alfb  gave  him  a  good  cha- 
rafter ;  and  Loe  fwore,  that  Ofborne  declared  to 
him  in  the  prifon,  that  Hilfdon  was  n«t  concerned 
in  the  burglary  at  Hendcn.      Mr.  Lay,  mafter  of 
a  coal-wharf,  faid,  he  had  employed  Hilfdon  as  a 
carman  twelve  years,  during  which   time   he  had 
adled  as  an  honeft,  fober,   and  induflrious  man, 
and  that  he  had  confidered  him  as  a  very  valuable 
fervant ;  adding  that  he  was  in  his  bufinefs  on  the 
lyth,  but  not  on  the  i8th  of  December.     After 
fome  confultation,  the  jury  declared  the  prifoners 
to  be  guilty,  and  they  received  fentence  of  death. 
Henry  Ball  and  Thomas  Ofborne  were  executed 
at  Tyburn  on  Friday  the  gth  of  February,  1779.* 
Ball  was  one  of  the  villains  concerned  in  the 
daring  robbery  at  Mr.  Clewen's  at  Finchley ;  his 
charaSer  had   been   long  notorious  as  a  houfe- 

breaker 
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breaker,  and  he  had  been  more  than  once  admit* 
ted  an  evidence  for  the  crown  :  he  was  a  man  of  a 
remarkably  flout  make,  and  of  an  adlive  fpirit  in 
x  exploits  of  villainy,  where  the  danger  did  not  feem 
great ;  but  his  Companions  frequently  upbraided 
him  for  cowardice,  on  account  of  the  terror  by 
which  he  appeared  to  be  affecled  when  he  fuppo- 
fed  the  officers  of  juftice  to  be  in  fearch  of  him. 
Oiborne  had  alfo  been  concerned  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  daring  robberies,  and  was  coniidered  as  a 
jnoft  dangerous  nuifance  to  fociety.  A  few  days 
before  his  execution  he  told  a  man  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, that  "  he  expected  to  die  at  the  gallows;  but 
*'  that  he  did  not  believe  the  hemp  was  then  fpun 
•'  that  was  to  form  the  rope  by  which  his  body 
*'  was  deilined  to  be  fufpended." 

YvThat  felicity  can  that  man  promife  himfelf  who 
infringes  the  laws  inftitutedfor  the  regulation  and 
good  order  of  fociety  ?  He  dedares  war  againil 
mankind,  who,  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own 
fafety,  unite  in  a  common  intereft  to  expel  him 
that  community  of  which  he  has  rendered  himfelf 
a  dangerous  and  difgraceful  member.  If  we  had 
no  defires  to  fatisfy,  we  (hould  have  no  motive  to 
adivity;  and  a  perpetual  fupinenefs,  and  want  of 
variety,  would  render  life  infupportably  tedious. 
If  gratification  is  obtained  by  unjuftifiable  means, 
it  muft  be  flight  and  tranfitory ;  for  the  pains  of  a 
wounded  confcience  will  admit  of  no  intermifTron 
in  the  hours  of  folitude,  and  in  thofe  of  hilarity 
they  will  only  fubfide  to  return  with  aggravating 
poignancy.  Let  us  teach  ourfelves  to  tbink  with 
the  excellent  Roufleau  :  *'  When  delivered  from 
"  the  illufions  of  our  bodies  and  fenfes,  we  (hail 
"  enjoy  the  contemplation  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
"  and  the  eternal  truths  of  which  he  is  the  fource : 

"  when 
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IC  when  the  beauty  of  order  fhall  ftrike  all  the 
"  powers  of  our  fouls,  and  we  are  only  employed 
*'  in  comparing  what  we  have  done  with  what  we 
"  ought  to  have  done,  then  the  voice  of  confcience 
"  will  recover  its  empire;  then  the  pure  will,  which 
"  fprings  from  felf-content,  and  the  bitter  regret 
"  of  having  difgraced  ourfelves,  will  diftinguifh, 
"  by  inexhauflible  fentiments,  the  lot  which  every 
"  one  has  prepared  for  himfelf." 


Account  of  the  Trials  of  WILLIAM  COOPER, 
and  THOMAS  LEWINGTON,  who  were 
convi&ed  of  robbing  a  Waggon. 

WE  infert  this  cafe  becaufe  the  robbery  of 
Waggons  has  become  fq  frequent,  within, 
the  laft  two  years,  as  to  render  it  neceffary  for  the 
legiflature  to  interpofe,  to  provide  a  more  effectual 
punilhment  for  a  crime  which  has  incieafed  to  a 
moft  alarming  magnitude,  and  which  renders  ic 
unfafe  for  our  traders  to  truft  their  property  by 
the  common  mode  of  conveyance. 

At  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Decem- 
ber, 1778,  William  Cooper  and  Thomas  Lewing- 
ton  were  indi&ed  for  ftealing  feventy  pounds  weight 
of  raw  filk,  value  feventy  pounds,  the  property  of 
Edward  Hewitt,  on  the  firft  of  the  fame  month. 

Robert  Joblin,  book-keeper  at  the  White  Horfe 
inn,  Cnpplegate.  depofed,  that,  on  the  goth  of 
November,  one  Atkins,  porter  to  Mr.  Hewitt,  a 
filk-merccr  in  Wood-ltreet,  brought  four  or  five 
boxes  to  go  by  the  waggon  to  Glafgow;  that  there 
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was  raw  filk  in  fome  of  them;  and  that  they  were 
loaded  in  the  waggon,  which  waggon  was  after- 
ward* robbed  of  a  box  directed  to  Brown,  Burn, 
and  Company,  at  Paifley. 

William  Stocker,  warehoiife-man  to  Mr.  Hewitt, 
proved  the  packing  up  five  boxes  to  go  by  the 
Newcaftle  waggon*,  and  that  they  were  lent  to  the 
inn,  directed  as  mentioned  by  the  preceding  wit- 
nefs.  The  book-keeper  went  to  Mr.  Stocker  the 
following  day,  and  told  him  that  the  waggon  was 
robbed  of  one. of  the  boxes,  and  ckfired  him  to 
attend  at  Bow-ftreet,  where  two  men  and  a  woman 
were  in  cuftody,  on  whom  had  been  found  a  quan- 
tity of  filk.  Mr.  Stocker  went  accordingly,  and 
faw  a  box,  to  the  direction  of  which  he  could  po- 
fitively  fwear.  He  Jikewife  obferved  a  mark  on  the 
filk,  which  the  dyers  put  on  to  diftinguifh  one 
perfon's  filk  from  that  of  another ;  and  he  laid  the 
weight  of  the  filk  produced  at  Sir  John  Fielding's 
corrdfponded  with  that  in  the  box;  but,  for  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  know  the  filk- dyer's  mark. 

George  Durant,  a  filk-dyer,  gave  a  very  clear  and 
:conclufive  evidence.  He  faid,  that  he  fent  to  Mr. 
Hewitt  400  Ib.  weight  of  fuch  filk  as  that  produced 
on  the  trial.  He  farther  depofed,  that  it  was  mo- 
Tally  impofiible  to  fwear  to  filk  after  it  was  out  of 
his  hands,  unlefs  it  had  his  private  mark  on  it ;  that 
he  went  with  Mr.  Stocker  to  the  Brown  Bear  in 
Bow-ftreet,  oppofite  Sir  John  Fielding's,  where  he 
was  (hewn  the  filk,  the  whole  of  which  he  looked 
through,  and  found  two,  and  only  two,  of  his  pri- 
vate marks.  Before  he  looked  at  this  filk  he  {hewed 

the 

*  From. this  evidence,.compared  with  the  former, 
it  fhould  feem  as  if  the  Newcaftle  waggon  went  to 
Glafgow,  or  that  there  is  a  waggon  between  one 
town  and  the  other. 
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the  officers  the'mark  which  mould  be  on  it,  if  it 
was  the  fame  that  he  dyed  for  Mr.  Hewitt.  His 
cuftom  was  to  tie  a  particular  kind  of  knot  to  dif- 
tingulh  one  man's  filk  from  that  of  another  ;  and 
he  laid,  that  as  far  as  any  private  mark  could  iden- 
tify any  property,  he  could  fwear  that  the  filk  in 
queftion  was  the  propetty  of  Mr.  Hewitt. 

The  court,  obfervirg  that  he  had  only  found 
two  marks  on  the  (ilk,  afked  Mr.  Durant  how  many 
there  ought  to  have  been  ?  To  which  he  replied 
in  the  following  words  ;  •'<  I  do  not  know  that  it 
"  ought  to  have  moie  ;  we  feldom  put  more  than 
*'  two  marks  if  it  is  70  Ib.  weight;  we  divide  cer- 
*;  tain  quantities  into  certain  parcels;  we  feldom 
'c  put  lefs  than  30  Ib.  in  a  parcel,  fometimcs  five, 
"  lix,  or  feven  and  thirty  ;  we  put  a  mark  upon 
*;  each ;  therefore,  1  apprehend,  this  could  have 
"  but  two  marKs  upon  it.  We  often  boil  forty 
*'  men's  lilk  together;  we  have  a  different  mark 
"  for  every  man's  filk.  This  mark  has  been  Mr. 
*'  Hewitt's  as  long  as  I  have  been  in  this  way, 
"  which  is  ten  "ye*ars  and  upwards."  ; 

William  Lee  depofed,  that  he  war-  a  watchman 
in  Kingfiand  road';  th.it  between  eight  and  nine  at 

.  jiight  he  law  the  two  prifoners  and  another  man 
following  the  Newcaftie  waggon;  that  they  were 
at  the  dillance  of  about  four  lamps  from  the  wag- 
gon; that  he  had  fume  lufpicion  of  them;  that 
the  porter  went  out  of  London  a  little  way  with 
'the  waggon,  and  when  he  returned  he  told  him 
of  thefe  men  following  the  waggon.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  the  waggoner  acquainted  him  \vith 

,  the  robbery,  and  afked  him  to  fhew  him  where 
the  parties  lived. 

Lee  being  alked  if  he  knew  the  parties,  replied 

in  the  affirmative,  and  faid,  that  he  bade  them 

U  u  2  good 
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food  night  on  their  return,  and  that  Cooper  bade 
im  good  night.  This  deponent  went  with  the 
waggoner  to  a  houfe  at  Hoxton,  where  they  found 
the  prifoners,  and  another  man,  who  got  away 
from  them :  he  faid,  that  he  fecured  Cooper,  and 
"his  companion  took  Lewington  intocuftody;  and 
on  fearching  their  room  the  two  bags  of  filk  were 
found. 

George  Sturton,  one  of  Sir  John  Fielding's  men, 
depofed,  that  he  was  prefent  when  the  room  was 
entered,  and  Lewington  was  found  afleep  with  his 
head  on  the  table;  and  that  he  obferved  a  trunk, 
the  lock  of  which  was  taken  off;  that  the  porter 
opened  the  trunk,  and  faid  there  was  fome  of  the 
property.    This  deponent  going  into  another  room, 
ifaw  Cooper  and  Woody  (a  fuppofed  accomplice) 
both  afleep  with  their  cloaths  on;  Woody  was  on 
the  bed,  and  Cooper  on  the  ground,   with  fome 
of  the  property  under  him.     Lewington  rofe  up, 
and  was   feized,    but  Woody  flipped  atide,   and 
made  his  efcape.      Sturton  faid,  that  the  watch* 
man  feized  Cooper  as   he  was  going  down  flairs. 
A  conftable  was  fent  for;  the  room  was  fearched, 
and  two  bags  of  (ilk,  and  other  things,  were  found. 
This  deponent  fwore  to  the  bags,  which  had  never 
been  out  of  his  cuftody. 

John  Read  depofed,  that  he  was  the  driver  of 
the  Nev.  caftle  waggon,  and  that  when  he  came  to 
Hertford,  about  leven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he 
found  that  the  ropes  had  been  cut,  that  the  flieet 
was  rent  to  the  length  of  about  a  foot,  and  that  he 
rnifled  three  boxes.  He  faid  that  an  old  gentle-r 
woman,  a  paffenger  from  the  inn,  xvas  in  the  wag- 
gon all  night,  but  that  fhe  was  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
that  the  boxes  might  eafily  be  taken  out  without 
her  knowing  it. 

The 
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for  receiving  fifty  pounds  weight  of  the  lead,  va- 
lue 5/.  knowing  the  fame  to  have  been  ftolen. 
The  fecond  count*  in  theindi6lment  laid  the  lead 
to  be  the  property  of  the  parifhioners  of  Alder- 
rnanbury,  and  ftolen  by  Roach  and  Elliott ;  and 
the  third  count  charged  Jonas  Parker  with  receiv- 
ing it,  being  the  property  of  the  parifhioners  of 
Aldermanbury,  well  knowing  it  to  have  been  ftolen. 

William  Thornton  Afton,  Efq;  depofed,  that,  on 
the  firft  of  January  preceding,  his  brother  was  in- 
terred in  a  leaden  coffin,  in  the  church  of  Alder- 
manbury  ;  that  the  coffin  was  ftolen  out  of  the 
church,  and  was  miffed  on  the  feventh  of  March. 

Jame's  Gould,  who  had  been  admitted  an  evi- 
dence, depofed  that  Roach,  Elliot,  and  himfelf, 
were  journeymen  carpenters,  working  under  Mr. 
Augurs  in  the  repair  of  the  church.  He  faid  that 
on  Friday  the  6th  of  March  he  and  Roach  went 
into  the  vault,  and  unicrewed.  all  the  fcrews  of 
Mr.  Thornton's  coffin  except  two,  after  which  they 
returned  to  their  work;  and  that,  afterwards, 
themfelves  and  Elliot  agreed  to  wo.  .  again  on  the 
coffin. 

On  the  Saturday  morning  they  went  to  the 
church,  and  about  five  o'clock  a  watchman  followed 
them  in,  and  defired  a  board  to  be  planed,  which 
was  done  by  Gpuld.  The  accomplices  then 
loofened  the  other  fcrews,  and  turned  the  coffins 
bottom  upwards,  taking  off  the  outfide  coffin,  and 

leaving 


*  We  have  not  yet  bad  occaGon  to  mention  the 
practice  of  laying  different  counts  in  an  indictment. 
This  feems  to  be  intended  to  prevent,  by  every 
poffible  method,  villains  efcaping  the'-juftic«  of 
their  country. 
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leaving  only  the  fhell.  They  then  cut  the  leaden 
coffin  in  pieces,  and  replacing  the  other  coffin  on 
Che  (hell,  fcrewed  it  down  again. 

Thefe  tranfa&ions  lafted  them  till  near  eight  in 
the  morning,  when  they  took  the  pieces  of  the  cof- 
fin, and  having  coacealed  them  under  thechildrens 
gallery,  they  conferred  on  felling  what  they  had 
ftolen ;  when  Elliott  mentioned  Parker,  in  Grubb- 
ftreet,  as  a  likely  purchafer. 

The  lead  being  in  two  pieces,  Gould  put  one  of 
them  in  a  bag,  and  took  it  away,  and  the  other  was 
put  in  a  bafket,  and  carried  by  one  of  the  accom- 
plice?.    When  they  got  to  London-wall,  Elliot 
beckoned  Gould,  and  they  went  to  a  (hop  where 
they  offered  the  lead  to  fale,  to  a  perfon  who  refu* 
fed  to  be  the  purchafer.  They  then  went  to  Parker's, 
who  weighed  the  lead,  without  afking  them  any 
queftions,  faid  it  was  forty  two  pounds,  and  paid 
them  three  (hillings  and  fix-pepce  for  it,  being  at 
the  rate  of  a  penny  a  pound.     When  they  were 
going  away  with  the  empty  bag,  Mr.  Augurs's 
apprentice  came  in, and  feized  on  Gould,  defuing 
Parker,  who  was  a  conflable,  to  aflift  in  convey- 
ing him  and  Elliot  to  Mr.  Augurs's.  Parker  faid, 
•*  You  had  better  go  to  your  mafter,  and  try  to 
"  make  the  matter  up."    They  went  and  were  all 
charged  with  the  felony.     Parker  faid,  "  Give 
*'  them  a  trevalle  for  it." 

Gould,  being  afked  what  he  underftood  by  that 
term,  faid  he  did  not  exaclly  know  what  it  meant  i 
but  fuppofed  it  was  a  hint  to  attempt  making  their 
cfcape;  on  which  they  made  a  run  for  it  (to  ufe  his 
own  words),  and  Parker  likewife  ran  away  ;  but 
they  were  (topped  and  taken  into  cuftody,  before 
tjiey  bad  got  to  any  confiderablc  diftance. 

Johtt 
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John  Brothcrous,  apprentice  to  Mr.  Augur?, 
'confirmed  fo  much  of  the  former  teflimony  as  related 
to  himfelf.  He  faid,  that  pafling  by  London-wall 
about  right  in  the  mornirtg,  he  favv  Roach  coming 
down  Wood-ftrect.  with  a  bafket  On  his  back;  and 
that  Roach  feeing  him,  crolTed  over  the  ftrect.  Bro- 
tfierous  demanded  whrit  he  had  with  him  :  he  faid 
his  tools,  and  turned  round,  as  if  to  prevent  his 
looking  in  his  bafket;  but  he  did  look  in,  and  faw 
.  there  was  lead ;  on  which  he  feteed  Roach,  and  fent 
for  a  conftable  to  take  him  into  cuftody;  This  was 
the  occafion  of  his  going  to  the  hotife  of  Parker, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  a  conftable.  Ori  his  arrival 
at  Parker's,  he  met  with  Gould  and  Elliot  coming 
out  of  the  houfe  with  empty  facks ;  oil  which  he 
fuppofed  they  had  fold  fomething  there. 

He  charged  Parker  with  the  prifoners ;  but  he 
faid,  "  You  had  better  go  to  your  matter  quietly, 
"  and  make  the  affair  up."  BrotheroUs  informed 
his  mailer  what  had  palled;  arid  he  caufcd  all  the 
prifoners  to  be  apprehended,  who  endeavoured  to 
make  their  efcape  as  the  proper  officer  was  con- 
veying them  to  the  Corhpter. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  an  undertaker,  depofed  that  he 
buried  Mr.  Thornton  in  a  leaden  coffin  :  that  he 
furveyed  the  vault  on  the  yth  of  March,  when  the 
coffin  was  miffing :  that  he  compared  the  pieces 
that  were  found  at  Parker's  with  the  reft  of  the 
coffin,  that  was  found  under  the  gallery  of  the 
church  ;  and  when  all  were  beaten  together  into 
the  fame  form,  they  made  out  the  fhape  and  quan- 
tity *  of  Mr.  Thornton's  coffin ;  the  plate,  with 
Mr.  Thornton's  name  on  it,  was  found  in  Roach's 
VOL.  V.  No.  50.  X  x  cheft ; 

*  This  feems  to  be  a  very  cortclufive  kind  of 
eviderice. 
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cheft  ;  the  lead,  to  the  weight  of  fifty-two  pounds^ 
was  found  under  the  counter  in  Parker's  {hop;  and 
this  deponent  added  that  it  was  a  fort  of  lead  worked 
in  a  faihion  peculiar  to  coffins,  and  that  people  in 
the  trade  knew  very  well  that  it  was  coffin  lead. 

Ifaac  Mather  depofed,  that  old  lead  was  worth 
about  thirteen  fhillings  and  fixpence  the  hundred 
weight,  or  three  halt-pence  the  pound. 
•  By  way  of  defence,  Roach  faid,  that  Gould  put 
the  lead  into  his  bafket,  but  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  its  being  ftolen.  Elliot  likewife  denied  all  know- 
ledge of  the  ftealing  the  lead,  and  faid  he  never 
received  any  money,  or  other  thing  on  account 
thereof,  but  was  in  Parker's  fliop  buying  a  hinge 
for  his  own  ufe ;  but  was  ailonifhed  when  he  fa\v 
Gould  there,  and  Hill  more  at  his  mailer's  ap- 
prentice giving  charge  of  him. 

Parker's  plea  of  defence  was,  that  the  evidence 
came  into  his  fhop  to  fell  fome  lead,  which  he  did 
not  know  was  ftolen;  that  when  he  had  weighed, 
and  was  paying  for  it,  Mr.  Augurs 's  apprentice  en- 
tered, and  gave  him  charge  of  the  prifoners;  and 
that,  when  at  the  matter's  houfe,  he  charged  him 
likewife;  but  that  he  immediately  mentioned  where 
the  two  pieces  were  which  he  had  bought ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  they  were  found. 

All  the  prifoners  called  perfons  who  gave  them 
good  characters  :  but  the  jury,  having  fully  con- 
lidered  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  gave  a  verdict 
"  That  they  were  guilty  :"  in  confequence  of 
which,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffions,  Roach  and 
Elliot  were  fentenced  to  labour  three  years  on  the 
Thames,  and  Parker  to  be  imprifoned  for  a  like 
term  of  time. 

The  robbing  of  churches  has  ever  been  deemed 
facrilegious,  by  all  who  have  profefled  any  vene- 
ration 


GEORGE  ROACH,  &c.— for  Theft.     339 

ration  for  the  duties  and  obligations  of  religion. 
The  idea  of  difturbing  the  aihes  of  the  dead  has 
fomething  in  it  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  human 
nature,  to  the  dictates  of  chriftian  piety.  When 
the  clay-cold  body  is  co'mmitted  to  the  tomb,  we 
prefume  that  it  is  to  reft  in  peace  till  the  final 
renovation  of  all-  things  :  nor  can  the  furvivjng 
friends  and  relations  cafily  pardon  thofe  who  vio- 
late the  manfions  of  the  dead,  and  make  a  jeft  of 
the  rites  of  fepulrure. 

The  folemn  funeral  once  clofed,  \ve  take  a  tem- 
porary farewell,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  in  a  glo- 
rious eternity;  but,  while  the  frailcies  of  mortality 
furround  us,  it  is  impoifible  not  to  look  with  ab- 
horrence on  thofe  who  can  commit  a  thcfc  attended 
with  every  circumRance  of  horror  \ 

Suppoling  our  friends  to  repofe  in  peace,  we 
comfort  outfdves  that  they  have  only  drawn  the 
inevitable  lot ;  that  they  are  gone  but  a  Ihort  ftage 
forward  on  that  road  whither  we  muff:  foon  follow 
them ;  and  in  this  coniideration  we  can  chearfully 
fay,  with  the  poet, 

Why  ftiould  we  mourn  departing  friends, 

Or  fnake  at  death's  alarms? 
'Tis  but  the  voice  that  JESUS  fends, 

To  call  us  to  his  arms. 

A  re  we  not  tending  upwards  too, 

As  fall  as  time  can  move  ? 
Why  fhouid  we  wifh  the  hours  more  flow, 

That  keep  us  from  our  Love  ? 

My  foul,  then,  meditate  the  day, 

And  think  how  near  it  ftands, 
When  thou  mult  quit  thy  houfe  of  clay» 

And  fly  to  unknown  lands. 

X  x  *  Account 
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Account  of  the  Trial  of  DOCTOR  BARTHOLO- 
MEW  DOMINICETTI,  who  was  indicated  for 
a  pretended  Forgery,  in  altering  the  principal 
Sum  ofa  Promiilbry  Nore,  payable  to  MICHAEL 
PARYS,  from  £.16  to  £.20,  with  Intention  to 
defraud  ANTONIO  RAMPONI. 

RAMPONI  being  defirous  of  opening  a  tavern, 
confulted  doctor  Dominicetti,  with  whom  he 
had  been  fome  years  acquainted,  as  to  the  mea- 
fures  he  fhould  purfue,  for  entering  into  bufincfs 
with  the  moft  favourable  profpect  of  fuccefs;  and 
the  doctor  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Andrees,  fc- 
cretary  to  the  Venetian  ambaffador  ;  and,  through 
the  joint  intertft  of  that  gentleman  and  the  doclor, 
Rampcni  was  enabled  to  open  a  handfome  houfe 
in  Panton-fquare. 

Rainponi's  buiirefs  not  proving  fo  advantageous 
as  was  expected,  he  became  involved  in  pecuniary 
difficulties  ;  and  his  creditors  being  exceedingly 
importunate  for  their  refpedive  demands,  the  doc- 
tor offered  him  an  afylum  in  his  houfe  at  Chelfea. 
At  this  period,  a  fettlement  of  all  money  tranfac- 
tions  was  propofed  by  the  doctor,  who  then  de- 
clared, that  if  Kamponi  would  pay  him^.ioo,  he 
would  give  him  an  acquittance  of  his  whole  debt, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  .£".340^  and  John  Dodf- 
\vorth  was  employed  to  draw  out  the  account  cur- 
rent between  the  parties.  Thus  were  matters  fitu- 
ated  when  thecircumfhnce  took  place  which  gave 
rife  to  the  trial,  the  particulars  of  which  we  (hall 
now  relate. 

Mr.  Michael  Parys,  of  the  hotel  in  Suffolk-ftrect, 
depofed,  that  in  January,  1777,  he  received  a  note 

of 
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of  hand  for  £.16,  and  £.8  :  14^.  6d.  in  cafh,  of 
doctor  Domimcetti,  in  difcharge  of  a  book-debt 
contracted  by  Ramponi  to  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Harris  of  Bath;  and  being  fhevvn  the  altered  note 
on  which  the  indictment  was  founded,  proved  that 
it  was  the  identical  note  he  had  received  from  the 
doctor  for  £.  16,  and  paid  away  for  the  fame  fum 
to  Mr.  Vickers. 

The  note  being  {hewn  to  Mr.  Tho.  Vickers,  he 
fwore  that  he  received  it  of  Mr.  Parys;  and  that 
•yvhen  it  became  due  he  prefented  it  to  Me(T.  Ste- 
venfon  and  Gentel,  to  whom  it  was  directed  for 
payment ;  and  that  Mr.  Gentel  gave  him  in  ex- 
change for  the  note  (ixteen  pounds  in  cam. 

Mr.  John-Henry  Gentel  iwore,  that  doctor  Do- 
mimcetti authorized  him  to  pay  his  note  of  hand 
for  £.  16,  and  that  the  note  produced  in  court  was 
the  fame  he  received  from  Mr.  Vickers,  and  re- 
turned to  the  doctor  as  a  note  for  £-16,  in  which 
ftate  it  was  prefented  for  payment. 

The  next  witnefs  examined  was  John  Dodfworth, 
who  depofed,  that  he  was  employed  by  doctor 
Dominicetti  to  draw  out  an  account  current  be- 
tween him  and  Antonio  Ramponi;  that  he  attend- 
ed at  the  doctor's  hotife  at  Chelfea,  and  produced 
the  account,  which  was  examined  and  approved 
by  both  parties,  who  ordered  him  tq  caft  up  the 
fevcral  fums,  and  ftrike  the  balance;  that,  while 
he  was  cafting  up  the  account,  Ramponi  went  out 
of  the  room,  when  the  doctor  faid,  "  Hold,  Dodf- 
"  worth,  I  recollect  to  have  a  note,  the  amount 
"  of  which  I  paid  to  Mr.  Parys  for  Ramponi ;" 
that  he  produced  a  note  for  .£.20,  and  ordered  him 
to  charge  that  fum  to  his  account  againlt  Ramponi, 
which  he  did  accordingly;  that  prefenlly  after 
Ramponi  returned,  and  the  account  current  was 

iigncd 
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iigned  by  both  parties.  Being  afked  if  he  knew 
Mr.  Craigh,  the  governor  advocate  of. Gibraltar, 
he  replied,  "  Yes,  to  my  mortification,  I  do."  He 
confeiTed,  that  he  had  committed  an  offence,  for 
which  that  judge  had  fenrenced  him  to  be  execu- 
ted ;  and  faid,  that  "  fince  his  enlargement  he  had 
'«  endeavoured  to  act  the  part  of  an  honed  man." 
"  Upon  the  crofs-examination  of  this  accomplished 
villain,  the  calm  and  determined  manner  in  which 
he  perjured  himfelf,  his  mocking  ingratitude,  and 
a  thoufand  inftances  of  moft  abominable  villainy, 
ftruck  the  court  with  aftonifhment  and  horror. 
He  was  brought  to  acknowledge,  that  doctor  Do- 
minicetti's  fon  was  prefent  at  the  fettlement  of  the 
account,  though  he  had  before  fworn  to  the  con- 
trary; and  that  an  alteration  of  lour  pounds,  which 
appeared  in  the  account  current,  was  made  by 
himfelf,  in  order  to  make  the  fum  total  correfpond 
with  the  alteration  made  in  the  principal  fum 
of  the  note. 

The  court  and  the  jury,  clearly  perceiving 
with  how  iniquitous  a  view  the  profexution  was 
in  diluted,  refufed  to  hear  further  evidence,  and 
honourably  acquitted  the.do&or;  advifing  him  to 
profecute  the  delinquents  under  a  bill  of  indicr.- 
ment,  which  had  been  already  found  by  the 
grand  jury  againft  Ramponi  and  Dodfworth  for  a 
confpiracy. 

Ramponi  and  Dodfworth  had  experienced  innu- 
merable inftances  of  benevolence  from  doctor  Do- 
rninicetti,  who  fupplied  Ramponi  withfeveral  con- 
fiderable  fums  merely  on  his  perfonal  fecurity  f  and 
even  gave  the  note  of  hand  for  £.16,  on  which  the 
profecution  was  founded,  when  he  knew  Ramponi 
to  be  in  tiefperate  circumftances  ;  and  had  fo  lit- 
tle hope  of  recovering  that,  or  any  former  fums 

advanced 
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advanced   for   his  ufe,  that  he  offered  to  accept 
£  .100  for  his  whole  demand. 

The  deplorable  fituarion  of  Dodfworth  excited 
the  companion  of  the  doctor,  who  took  him  under; 
his  protection,  and  allowed  him  a  handfomc  main- 
tenance for  regulating  his  accounts  and  fome  other 
little  fervices  for  which  he  was  qualified.  He 
committed  feveral  forgeries  upon  the  doctor  for 
fmall  futnS)  and  was  guilty  of  many  other  acts  of 
delinquency,  which  at  length  induced  his  generous 
benefactor  to  withdraw  his  patronage. 

In  return  for  the  fingular  benevolence  and  libe- 
rality of  the  doctor,  they  entered  into  a  diabolical 
combination  to  exhibit  againft  him  a  felonious  ac- 
cufaticn,  to  which  the  life  of  a  worthy  man  would 
have  been  facrificed,  but  for  thofe  excellent  laws 
which  are  equally  framed  for  the  protection  of  the 
innocent  and  the  punifhment  of  the  guilty. 

Ramponi's  view  was  evidently  to  free  himfelf 
from  a  claim  of  upwards  of  £.340 ;  and  the  promife 
of  a  trifling  gratification  prevailed  upon  Dodfwortli 
to  join  in  the  infernal  confpiracy. 

The  villany  of  thefe  men  was  fo  enormous,  that 
to  dwell  on  the  fubject:  would  perhaps  be  thought 
impertinent,  becaufeit  would  he  to  anticipate  thofe 
fentrtf^ents  which  a  perufal  of  the  above  narrative 
muft  necelTarily  fuggeft  to  our  readers.  That  fpe- 
cies  of  ingratitude  which  confifts  merely  in  neglect- 
ing a  proper  acknowledgment  of  benefits  received, 
is  juftly  numbered  among  the  vices  moft  degrading 
to  human  nature;  but  what  terms  of  reprobation 
'Can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  abhorrence 
that  every  man,  not  wholly  abandoned  to  all  the 
principles  allied  to  virtue,  muft  entertain  for  thofe 
characters  that  aggravate  the  fin  of  ingratitude  by 
deliberately  concerting  fchemes  to  involve  in  afflic- 
tion 
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tion  and  Ignominy  fuch  as  by  repeated  acfcs  of 
beneficence  have  entitled  themfelves  to  the  warm 
effutlons  of  grateful  acknowledgment  1 


Narrative  of  the  extraordinary  Cafe  of  ROW- 
LAND RIDGLEY,  who  was  convided  of 
having  in  his  pofleflion  a  Puncheon,  on  which 
was  imprefied  the  Figure  of  the  Head-fide 
of  a  Shilling. 

AT  the  feitions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in 
December,  1788,  Rowland  Ridgley  was  in- 
dicted "  for  that  he,  not  being  a  perfon  employed 
<c  in  or  for  the  mint,  knowingly,  felonioufly,  and 
11  traiteroufly,  had  in  his  cuftody  and  pofTeflion, 
*c  a  puncheon  made  of  iron  and  fteel,  in  and  upon 
'•  which  was  made  and  impreited  the  figure,  re- 
"  femblance,  and  fimilitude,  of  the  head-fide  of  a 
"  milling,  without  any  lawful  authority  or  fuffi- 
"  cient  excufe  for  that  purpofe,  againft  the  duty 
«'  of  his  allegiance,  and  againft  the  flatute,  &o 
*«  on  the  igth  of  June  *." 

The  firft  witnels  called  was  John  Clarke,  who 
depofed,  that  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  one  Ball,  in 
fiunh ill-row;  that  he  knew  the  room  belonged  to 
the  prifoner  by  the  cloaths  that  were  found  there, 
which  cloaths  he  had  feen  the  prifoner  wear ;  and 
that  after  he  was  apprehended,  and  taken  before  a 

magi- 


*  He  was  likewife  ind idled  for  having  in  his  pof- 
feflion  a  puncheon,  upon  which  Was  imprefled,  &c- 
the  figure  of  a  guinea. 
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magiftrate,  he  acknowledged  that  the  lodgings  be- 
longed to  him,  and  that  the  cloaths  were  his  pro- 
perty. 

Mofes  Morant  teftified,  that  he  went  with  Clarke 
to  Bunhill-row,  where  they  broke  open  the  door 
in  prefence  of  Ball : — that  he  found  under  thecheft 
of  drawers  a  quantify  of  halfpence,  and,  among  fome 
litter,  a  leaden  pot  containing  a  parcel  of  puncheons 
and  halfpence;  and  that  under  the  drawers  he  found 
fome  (hillings;  and  fome  half-crowns  on  the  teller 
of  the  bed. 

Clarke  faid  farther,  that  there  were  fome  bad 
guineas  in  the  por,  and  that  the  puncheons  which 
were  found  were  completely  finimed;  that  it  might 
have  been  proper  to  have  had  a  tail-tide  made;  but 
that  would  have  been  attended  with  more  trouble 
and  expence,  and  therefore  only  the  head-fide  was 
reprefented.  Clarke  would  not  undertake  to  fwcar 
that  the  impreflion  on  the  counterfeit  (hillings  was 
made  from  the  puncheons  found,  but  that  it  had 
all  the  appearance  of  being  fo. 

Thomas  Ball,  landlord  of  the  houfe,  depofed, 
that  theprifoner  had  lodged  with  him  abdtitaweek; 
that  he  had  the  key  of  the  room  in  his  own  pof. 
feflion;  and  that  he  never  heard  him  make  a  noife 
with  any  inftruments,  which  he  thought  muft  have 
been  the  cafe  if  the  prifoner  had  u fed  any.  This 
deponent  was  prefent  when  the  articles  above-men- 
tioned were  found. 

JohnDixonfwore,  that  he  apprehended  the  pri- 
foner on  the  8th  of  October,  but  found  not  any 
counterfeit  money  on  him  ;  however,  he  found  a 
.  paper-writing,  dated  the  30th  of  September,  which 
imported  to  be  a  notice  from  him  of  his.  intention 
to  furrender. 

Voi~V.  No.  5Q.         Yy  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pingo  was  next  fworn. — To  afford  a  clear 
idea  of  the  force  of  his  evidence^  it  will  be  necef- 
(ary  to  give  it  in  his  own  words :  — "  I  am  an  en- 
"  graver  of  the  Mint ;  the  prifoner  is  not  cmploy- 
"  ed  by  the  Mint ;  the  puncheon  makes  the  dye, 
"  and  the  counter-puncheon  is  the  dye  when  it  is 
"  made ;  the  machines  produced  are  puncheons, 
"  but  not  puncheons  made  at  the  Mint.     Theme- 
•*  thod  by  which  thefe  are  made  is,  that  they  firft 
"  take  a  true  fliilling,  and  cut  it  away  to  the  out- 
"  line  of  the  head  ;  when  they  have  done  that, 
"  tjhey  take  a  piece  of  fteel,  on  which  they  fix  this 
"  outline  ;  and  then  they  file  or  cur  the  fteel  clofe 
*'  away  to  that  outline,  till  the  fteel  is  exactly  the 
'*  (hape  of  the  head,  and  that  is  what  is  called  a 
"  puncheon ;  thefe  particular  puncheons  are  all 
"  ready  for  ufe,  for  they  are  all  hardened,  and  they 
"  never  are  hardened  till  they  are  ready  for  ufe ; 
"  that  is  the  laft  operation  they  go  through.    It  is 
*e  impoflible  to  fay  pofitively  whether  the  {hillings 
**  found  in  the  prifoner's  lodgings  were  made  from 
c<  thefe  puncheons,  becaufe  they  are  fo  imperfect, 
"  but  they  have  all  the  appearance  of  it.    In  a  new 
"  dye,  or  counter-puncheon,  the  letters  are  always 
"  engrawed  in  the  counter-puncheon  after  it  is 
"  ftruck;  there  is  no  occafion  to  have  any  letters 
"  on  old  coin,  it  will  pafs  without.    The  letters  are 
*'  put  on  afterwards,  and  a  puncheon  is  complete 
"  without  any  letters  at  all ;  a  puncheon  may  have~ 
"'  letters  made  upon  it,   but  they  never  ufe  fuch 
11  puncheons  at  the  Mint,  from  the  inconvenience 
*c  of  them,   becaufe  they  would   be  fo  liable  to 
*'  break,  and  would  require  fo  much  nicety  to  re- 
66  prefent  all  the  little  angles  and  corners  of  the 
ft  letters ;  that  is  the  very  reafon  that  we  engrave 
"  the  letters  afterwards  upon  the  counter-pun- 
2  ««  cheon. 
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"  chcon;  but  for  making  bafe  fhiDings  nothing 
"  clfe  is  neceflary  but  this  puncheon  ;  thefe  pun- 
fl  cheons  which  are  produced,  barely  as  you  fee 
"  them,  though  they  might  be  for  the  making  bafe 
"  (hillings,  yet  they  may  be  made  ufe  of  for  other 
"  purpofes;  namely,  for  making  feals,  buttons, 
"  medals,  or  other  things,  where  fuch  impreflions 
"  are  wanted." 

Ann  Goodman  depofed,  that  (he  was  a  fervant 
to  the  landlord  of  the  houfe  where  the  prifoner 
lodged;  that  (he  went  frequently  up  into  the  room 
next  Ridgley's  apartment,  and  his  door  was  never 
locked. 

Several  perfons  depofed,  that  he  was  a  book- 
binder by  trade,  that  he  had  worked  for  them,  and 
bore  the  charade*  of  an  honeft  man-,  nor  did  they 
know  any  thing  to  impeach  that  character,  till  the 
prefent  accufation  againft  him. 

The  jury  having  confidered  of  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  gave  a  verdict,  "  That  the  prifoner  was 
"  guilty;"  but  judgment  againft  him  was  refpited 
for  the  opinion  of  the  judges ;  which  opinion  was 
delivered  at  the  feffions  held  in  February,  1779, 
and  imported,  that  his  cafe  was  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act  of  parliament ;  in  confequencc  of  which 
at  theclofeof  the  fcflions,  he  received  fentenceof 
death. 

Of  the  behaviour  of  this  malefactor  after  convic- 
tion we  have  nothing  very  favourable  to  fay.  He 
did  not  feem  properly  affected  by  the  dreadful  fitu- 
ation  in  which  he  ftood. 

It  is  remarkable  of  Ridglcy,  that  ht  had  made 
himfelf  fo  fure  of  acquittal,  that,  juft  before  he  was 
put  on  his  trial,  he  told  fome  perfons  who  attended 
him  that  he  (hould  be  difcharged  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes. 

Yy  a  We 


348      NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

We  have  been  informed  that  he  had  been  many 
years  a  notorious  coiner,  and  a  chief  inftrudor  of 
ieveral  of  thofe  who  came  to  the  gallows  before 
him: — a  dreadful  trade!  how  horrid  to  think  of 
bringing  up  youths  to  the  moft  certain  fate  of  ig- 
nominy 1 

On  the  morning  of  execution,  this  man  behaved, 
on  his  quitting  Newgate,  and  on  his  way  to  the 
fatal  tree,  with  the  greateft  appearance  of  uncon,- 
cern,  repeatedly  fmiling,  and  fhaking  hands  with 
his  acquaintance  as  he  pafTed :  yet  he  evidently 
ftruggled  to  conceal  an  anguifhot  mind  that  could 
not  be  concealed.  • 

When  the  bellman  at  St.  Sepulchre's  church 
was  fpeaking  the  admonitory  words,  Ridgley,  who 
had  belonged  to  a  club  with  him,  faid,  "  Remem- 
"  ber  me  at  the  club  to  night." 

When  he  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution,  his 
behaviour  took  a  different  turn  ;  he  acknowledged 
the  juiHce  of  his  fentence,  and  died  a  penitent. 

Rowland  Ridgley  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  3ift  of  March,  1779,  an^  the  body  delivered 
to  his  friends  for  interment. 

Afcer  all  that  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjeft  of 
coining,  it  will  be  unnecefTary  to  add  a  fingle  re- 
mark ;  for  furely  no  man  can  think  of  pradifing 
this  dangerous  trade,  who  is  not  refolutely  bent  on 
his  own  defhudion  !  —  The  path  of  virtue,  as  the 
poet  obferves,  is  indeed  itrait  and  thorny,  therefore 
few  chufe  to  walk  therein  :  but  it  is  neverthelefs 
pleafonteft,  fafeft,  and  will  bring  peace  at  the  laft  : 
while,  on  th£  other  hand,  the  ways  of  vice  and 
fraud  are  injurious,  not  only  to  thofe  who  ufe  them, 
but  alfo  to  the  community  at  large:  fo  that  the  old 
maxim  will  always  prove  true,  that  "  Honefty  is 
w  the  be  ft  policy." 

Account 
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Account  of  the  Trial,  Conviction,  and  Execution, 
of  FREDERICK  JOHN  EUSTACE;  and 
likewife  of  the  Trial  and  Acquittal  of  HENRY 
LANGHAM,  for  Houfebrea king. 

EUSTACE  had  been  a  fervant  to  Lord  Cla- 
rendon, but  had  quitted  his  lordfhip's  fervice 
iome  months  before  the  commiilion  of  the  fad  of 
which  he  was  accufed. 

At  the  feffions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  Febru- 
ary, I779>  Frederick  John  Euftace  was  indicted 
for  breaking  and  entering  the  dwelling-hnufe  of 
the  right  honourable  Thomas  earl  of  Clarendon,  on 
the  night  of  the  23d  of  January,  and  dealing  ten 
fbirts,  eight  neckcloths,  four  guineas  in  money,  and 
other  effects,  the  property  of  Henry  Johnfon,  in 
the  fame  dwelling-houfe. 

Mr.  Johnfon  depofed,  that  he  was  fecond  coach- 
man to  lord  Clarendon,  with  whom  the  prifoner 
had  lived  as  the  upper-coachman,  but  had  quitted 
his  fervice  in  the  preceding  fummer ;  that  ,his  fel- 
low-fervant,  John  Covven,  had  fattened  the  "doors 
of  the  coach-houfe,  which  were  broke  open  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  o'clock  on  the  night  mention- 
ed in  the  indictment,  when  the  above-recited  arti- 
cles and  others  were  taken  away  :  that  he  did  not 
obferve  any  marks  of  violence,  but  that  a  perfon 
who  was  with  him  ihdnght  he  faw  the  mark  of  a 
ftick  which  had  been  put  in  to  force  open  the  door; 
and  he  added,  that  rheperfons  who  committed  the 
fact  went  up  flairs  into  the  room,  over  the  rfable, 
where  he  flept,  and  took  his  box,  which  contained 
four  guineas,  and  feveral  other  articles. 

This 
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This  box  was  found  on  the  following  morning 
in  Hyde-park-,  and  within  it  was  a  fmaller  box, 
which  contained  the  money ;  whereupon  Euftace 
was  fufpecled,  and  both  the  prifoners  were  taken 
into  cuftody.  When  hevifited  them  inprifon,  he 
found  one  of  his  fhirts  on  Euftace,  who  likewife 
wore  a  pair  of  his  ftockings;  and  in  his  pocket  was 
found  a  letter  directed  to  a  woman,  to  go  to  New- 
ftreet,  Carnaby-marker,  to  fetch  fome  linen,  fomc 
of  which  was  found  at  the  houfe  of  his  wafherwo- 
man.  This  deponent  being  afked,  if  the  coach- 
houfe  and  the  rooms  where  the  things  were  was  be- 
hind the  houfe,  anfwercd  in  the  affirmative ;  but 
faid  it  was  connected  with  it  by  walls,  and  that 
there  was  a  paflagc  ran  from  it  10  the  dwelling- 
houfe. 

John  Cowen  (upper  coachman)  fwore,  that  he 
fattened  the  coach-houfe  door  at  eight  o'clock; 
that" he  was  to  fetch  his  lord  from  the  Opera-houfe 
at  ten  o'clock;  and  that  he  fattened  the  door  with 
a  bar  acrofs  it,  and  an  iron  rail  over  the  bar,  as  was 
ufually  done  when  the  coach  was  to  go  out  again  : 
he  added,  that  it  was  fo  fattened  that  it  could  not  be 
opened  with  the  hand,  but  might  be  with  a  (tick,  or 
a* long  knife;  that  after  it  was  fattened,  he  and 
the. other  coachman,  a,nd  the  pottillion,  went  to  a 
pubHc-houfe  to  drink ;  and  that,  on  his  return,  the 
back-door  was  open. 

Sarah  Betney  depofed,  that  (he  was  a  wafher- 
woman  en  ployed  by  both, the  prifoners  ;  that  Ihe 
received  from  Henry  Langhaln  two  pair  of  ftock- 
ings belonging  to  the  profecutor :  that  the  prifoners 
alked  her  permifficn  to  leave  fame  clean  linen  of 
their  own  on  the  Sunday  morning,  and  took  it 
away  on  the  following  day. 

She 
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She  added  that  an  inventory  was  taken  of  the 
linen  by  the  defire  of  both  the  prifoners,  and  in 
their  prefence,  by  Mr.  Rozea,  with  whom  this  wo- 
man lived.  This  inventory  was  produced,  as 
drawn  by  Rozea,  and  figned  by  the  wafher woman. 

John  Dixon  depofed,  that  he  apprehended  the 
prifoners  for  a  different  fad:  than  that  alledged  in 
the  indictment ;  that  he  went  to  the  wafherwoman's 
and  faw  the  linen,  and  found  the  inventory  in  Lang- 
ham's  pocket. 

By  way  of  defence,  Euftace  faid,  that  he  had 
bought  the  effects  in  Monmouth-ftreet,  and  that 
meeting  Langham  in  Compton-ftreet,  he  told  him 
he  had  better  leave  them  at  the  waiher-woman's 
forfafety:  in  reply  to  which  Dixon  faid  that  the 
prifoner  had  declared,  when  before  the  juftice  of 
peace,  that  he  had  bought  them  of  a  Jew,  and 
that  on  the  juftice  enquiring  what  Jew,  he  faid, 
"  it  might  be  a  Turk  for  what  he  knew." 

Hereupon  Euftace  declared  that  he  had  bought 
them  of  a  Jew  woman  for  two  guineas  and  a  hal£ 
and  that  Langham  was  innocent:  and  the  defence  of 
Langham  was  that  he  never  faw  Euftace  till  he  met 
him  in  Compton-ftreet,  when  they  drank  a  pint  of 
purl,  and  then  went  together  to  the  wafher- wo- 
man's. 

In  behalf  of  Langham  appeared  his  brother, 
who  depofed,  that  he  had  never  known  him  guilty 
of.  any  act  of  difhonefty ;  that  he  was  never  out  of 
his  houfe  later  than  ten  at  night ;  though,  in  other 
refpeds,  his  conduct  had  not  been  fo  regular  as 
might  have  been  wifhed.— -  Andrew  Paterfon,  who 
had  known  Langham  eighteen  months;  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, who  had  known  him  two  years;  and  Mr.  Jones, 
gneyear;  combined  to  give  him  a  good  character. 

The 
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The  Jury,  after  a  fhort  confideranon,  found 
Euftace  not  guilty  of  the  burglary,  but  guilty  of 
ftealing  in  the  dwelling-houfe,  and  he  received 
fentence  of  death  ;  but  Langham  was  acquitted. 

The  deportment  of  Euftace  after  conviction  was 
exceedingly  well  adapted  to  his  unhappy  circum- 
ftances.  He  behaved  with  decent  refignation,  and 
exemplary  piety.  He  was  executed  at  the  fame 
time  with  Rowland  Ridgley,  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding narrative.  On  his  way  to  the  oJace  of  ex- 
ecution he  employed  himfelf  incelFantiy  in  finging 
pfalms,  or  in  other  acts  of  devotion.  At  the  fatal 
tree  he  confeffed,  that  an  attachrn/nt  to  abandoned 
women  of  the  town  had  led  to  his  ruin ;  but  he 
died,  to  all  appearance,  a  (incere  penitent. 

Frederick  John  Euftace  was  executed  at  Tyburn 
on  the  gift  of  March,  1779. 

Frpm  the  fate  of  this  man  fervants  will  fee  the 
danger,  and  they  fhould  reflect  on  the  crime,  of 
robbing  the  houfcs  of  their  mafters  and  benefactors. 
Euftace  was  not  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  Lord 
Clarendon  when  he  committed  the  robbery :.  -but 
his  crime  was  not  the  lefs ;  for  he  was  feeking  to 
injure  an  old  feliow-fervanr,  who  was  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  his  late  mafter. 

Servants  who  perform  their  duty  with  fidelity 
are  generally  as  happy  as  any  rank  of  people  in  the 
community ;  while  thofe  who  fail  of  it  are  commonly 
as  miferable  as  they  ought  to  be. — A  becoming  de- 
portment will  feldom  or  never  go  long  unnoticed, 
and  never  fails  to  procure  refpcct  and  credit :  but 
vice  and  robbery  are  the  highway  to  ruin  and 
wretched  nefs. 
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Account  of  the  remarkable  Crime  and  Trial  of 
JAMES  DON  ALLY,  who  was  conviaed  of  a 
Robbery  on  the  Highway. 

THIS  prifoner  was  examined  at  Bow-ftreet, 
on  a  charge  of  having  extorted  money,  under 
the  vileft  of  all  insinuations,  from  the  honourable 
Charles  Fielding,  fecond  fon  of  the  earl  of  Den- 
bigh ;  and  the  magistrates,  deeming  that  the  of- 
fence amounted  to  a  robbery  on  the  highway* 
committed  him  for  trial ;  and  lord  Denbigh  was 
bound  to  profecute  on  behalf  of  his  fon,  who  was 
under  age. 

James  Donally,  alias  Patrick  Donally,  was  in- 
dicled,  at  the  feflions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey  in 
February,  1779,  "  for  that  he,  on  the  king's 
•6  highw'ay,  in  and  upon  the  honourable  Charles 
"Fielding,  did  make  an  affault,  putting  him  in 
"  corporal  fear  and  danger  of  his  life,  and  fleal- 
"  ing  from  his  perfon,  and  againfl  his  will,  half 
"  a  guinea,  on  the  1 8th  of  January ;"  and  there 
was  a  fecond  count  in  the  indictment,  for  robbing 
the  fame  gentleman  of  a  guinea,  on  the  2.oth  of 
the  fame  month. 

This  facl:  was  fo  atrocious  in  its  nature,  and  fo 
clearly  proved,  that  it  will  not  be  neccffary  to  Hate 
the  evidence  ip  detail  as  it  arofe  on  the  trial,  but 
to  give  the  ftory  by  way  of  narrative. 

Between  fix  and  feven  in  the  evening  of  the  1 8th 
of  January,  Mr.  Charles  Fielding  was  going  from 
the  houfe  of  a  lady  with  whom  he  had  dined  to 
Covent  Garden  theatre,  when  he  was  accofted  in 
Soho-fquare  by  Donally,  who  defired  he  woul<f" 
give  him  fome  money.  Mr.  Fielding,  aftonifhed 
at  this  addrefs,  afked  him  for  what  ?  Donally  faid 
he  had  better  comply,  or  he  would  take  hjm  be- 
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fore  a  magiftrate,  and  accufe  him  of  an  attempt  to 
commit  an  unnatural  crime. 

Terrified  by  this  inGnuation,  the  young  gen- 
tleman gave  him  half  a  guinea,  which  was  all  the 
money  he  had  about  him ;  and,  returning  to  the 
houfe  where  he  had  dined,  borrowed  half  a  guinea 
or."  the  fervaht,  with  an  intention  of  going  to  the 
play. 

Two  days  afterwards  he  again  met  the  prifoner 
in  Oxford-road,  when  he  repeated  his  threats  of 
carrying  him  before  a  magiftrate,  and  to  prifon  ; 
faying  that  he  knew  very  well  what  had  paffed  in 
Soho-fquare  the  other  night;  and,  unlefs  he  would 
give  him  fome  more  money,  he  would  take  him 
before  a  magiftrate,  and  accufe  him  of  the  fame 
attempt  which  he  had  threatened  on  the  other  day. 
He  added,  that  it  would  go  hard  with  him,  unlefs 
he  could  prove  an  alibi. 

Terrified  by  thf.fe  threatenings,  Mr.  Fielding 
went  to  Mr.  Waters,  a  grocer  in  Bond-ftreet,  to 
whom,  under  the  immediate  imprefiions  of  hi$ 
fear,  he  gave  a  guinea  to  give  to  the  prifoner. 

It  happened,  providentially,  that  on  Saturday 
the  12th  of  February,  lord  Fielding  was  going  up 
Hay-hill ;  when  Donally,  owing  to  the  gieat  per- 
fonal  likenefs  to  his  brother,  accofted  him  in  words 
which  he  did  not  rightly  underftand.  His  iord- 
ihip  faid,  he  believed  he  had  miftaken  him  for 
fome  other  perfon.  for  he  did  not  know  his  face. 
Donally  faid,  he  believed  he  mult  know  him,  and 
aflced  if  he  did  not  remember  giving  him  half  a 
guinea  in  Soho-fquare  ?  He  likewise  mentioned 
the  money  given  him  at  the  grocer's;  a  knowledge 
of  which  his  lordflaip,  as  well  he  might,  utterly 
denied. 

The  prifoner  again  afkingifhe  did  not  recoileS 
having  given  him  any  money,  his  lordlhip  afked 

him 
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him  what  was  his  prefent  demand  ?  and  defiring 
him  to  explain  himfel^  fome  farther  altercation 
enfued  :  on  which  lord  Fielding  defired  the  pri- 
foner  to  go  bcfoie  a  rnagillrate,  with  which  he 
Teemed  to  comply,  but  at  length  flopped,  and 
fuid  he  would  not  go.  During  this  conteft,  his 
loidfhip  was  fomething  terrified  ;  and  fcarcely 
knowing  what  kind  of  charge  to  make  againft  the 
piifoner,  be!  was,  as  he  owned  on  the  trial,  "  weak 
"  enough  to  loofe  his  collar,  and  let  him  go." 
Donally  then  turned  about,  addrefied  him  by  the 
title  of  if  My  Lord,"  and  faid,  "  he  fhould  hear 
**  from-him  again." 

On  the  Tuefday  following,  as  lord  Fielding 
was  walking  near  the  fome  fpot,  he  heard  a  voice 
over  his  fhoiilder.  faying,  "  Sir,  I  have  met  you 
again,"  or  fome  fuch  expreflion.  His  lordfhip, 
recollecting  his  voice,  turned  round,  and  feized 
him  by  the  collar.  Donally  complained  that  he 
had  ufed  him' very  ill  the  laft  time  he  faw  him. 
The  other  replied,  "  that  he  had  ufed  him  too 
"  well,  fo*  he  had  let  him  go ;  but  he  would  take 
"  care  to  do  better  this  time." 

Donally  now  defired  to  be  treated  like  a  gentle- 
man,  faying,  he  would  not  be  dragged,  but  would' 
go  quietly.  Lord  Fielding,  not  feeing  any  perfon 
that  was  likely  to  affift  him,  and  apprehending  a 
refcue,  toW- him,  that  if  he  would  walk  along 
quietly  to  the  next  c©ffee-heufe,  he  would  not  drag 
him.  They  walked  d6wn  Dover-ftreet  together; 
but  the  prifoner  increafing  his  pace,  lord  Fielding 
followed,  and  feized  him.  He  fell  down  twice, 
but  was  again  feized  as  foon  as  he  arofe. 

By  this  time  a  croud  was  aflembled  :  Major 
Hartley,  and-two  other  gentlemen,  happened  to 
come  by.  The  prifoner  was  feized,  and  conveyed 
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to  Bow-flreet,  where  the  magiftrates,  on  hearing 
the  evidence,  thought  that  the  crime  amounted  to 
a  highway-robbery,  and  committed  the  prifoner 
for  trial  accordingly*. 

Donally,  in  his  defence,  acknowledged  that  he 
had  met  lord  Fielding  twice ;  that  he  had  ad- 
drefled  him  with  decency,  and  defired  him  to  hear 
fomething  refpecting  his  brother;  and  that  Sir 
John  Fielding  had  made  the  honourable  Charles 
fielding  carry  on  the  profecution.  He  did  not 
deny  the  receipt  of  the  guinea  at  the  grocer's  in 
Bpnd-ftreet :  but  averred  that  he  did  not  deferve 
death  on  account  of  the  charge  againft  him. 

Mr.  Fielding  fwore,  that  he  had  given  the  fame 
account  at  Bow-ftreet  as  on  the  trial ;  and  the  jury, 
having  confidered  the  whole  evidence,  brought  in 
a  verdia  of  "  Guilty;"  but  Mr.  Juftice  Buller, 
before  whom  the  offender  was  tried,  referved  the 
cafe  for  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 

With  regard  to  this  crime,  we  cannot  but  re- 
mark that  there  is  only  one  greater.  The  attempt 
to  extort  money  on  the  pretence  of  making  a 
charge  of  an  abominable  crime,  can  be  exceeded 
only  by  the  commiflion  of  the  crime  itfelf.  That 
every  reader  of  this  work  may  be  incapable  of 
fuch  atrocious  bafenefs,  is  the  fervent  wifh  of  the 
Compiler ! 

*  There  have  been  three,  and  only  three,  in- 
{lances  of  conviction  for  crimes  of  this  nature, 
before  the  prefent. 
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CONCLUDING  NOTE,  by  the  EDITOR. 

THUS  have  we  endeavoured,  and  we  hope 
not  unfuccefsfully,  to  compleat  this  w«rk, 
in  conformity  to  the  propofals  originally  offered 
to  the  public.  We  truft  we  have  not  omitted  any 
trials  of  great  importance,  nor  inferted  many  of  a 
trifling  nature. 

Thofe  who  wi(h  well  to  Society  will  be  pleafed 
to  fee  vice  expofed  in  every  fhape,  and  reprobated 
under  all  the  variety  of  forms  it  may  aflume. 
Too  much  cannot  be  faid  to  difcountenance  its 
propagation,  or  to  enhance  the  charms  of  true 
religion  and  virtue. 

To  advance  thefe  important  purpofes  mould  be 
the  aim  and  end  of  every  publication.  The  book 
that  does  not  tend  to  make  people  wifer  and  better 
js  anuifance  to  fociety,  and  a  difgrace  to  the  prefs. 

As  the  reformation  of  prifoners,  rather  than  the 
punifhment  of  them,  mould  be  the  great  aim  of  our 
Jegiflators,  we  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  our  readers 
Come  extracts  from  letters  written  by  a  gentleman, 
to  a  member  of  parliament,  both  of  them  of  the 
mod  amiable  private  characters,  and  both  of  them 
zealous  promoters  of  every  public  good. 

Jonas  Hanway,  Efq;  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Charles 
Bunbury.fays,"  In  the  general  view  of  our  prifone, 
"  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks,  which,  to 
"  thofe  who  have  not  confidered  the  fubject,  may 
"  carry  fome  degree  of  information.  Of  all  the 
"  abufes  which  ever  crept  into  civil  fociety,  pro- 
"  feffing  Chriftianity,  confidering  tne  evil  propen- 
"  fities  of  the  common  run  of  our  malefactors,  the 
V  tap-houfe  feems  to  ftand  in  a  diftinguifhed  rank. 

"  What 


NEW  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

«'  What  reformation  can  be  expe&ed,  where  it  is 
«'  the  interefl  of  the  keeper  of  a  prifcm  to  promote 
««  inebriety  and  diilipation  of  thought  ?    If  he  is 
«'  filtered  to  fell  itrong  liquors  for  his  own  emo- 
««  lument,    he   will  be  tempted  to  Ihut  his  gates 
"  againfi  every  one  who  would   relieve  the  real 
**  crying  wants  of  thofe  who  are  in  need,  and  open 
"  them  wide  to  all  fuch.as  will  fupply  the  means. 
"  of  drunkennefs.     There  can  be  no  good  reafon. 
<(  for  ah  indulgence,  which,  fcatterifig  the  thoughts, 
"  will  create  a  defperate  repugnance  to  the  calls 
*'  of  heaven.      When  the  foul  ought  to  tremble,  i 
'*  as  being  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  tuch  a  conducV 
*'  is  abominable  beyond  all  expreftion. 

"  Doth  not  the  magiftrate  proftitute  his  autho- 
«'  rity,  in  granting  licences  on  the  puerile  pre- 
*'  fumption  that  he  fhall  increafe  the  revenue? 
"  Or  is  it  that  knowing  how  fcanty  the  allowance 
•*  is  to  the  keepers  of  prifons,  he  gives  them  a 
t;  liberty  which  he  knows  cannot  be  ufed  without 
*•  th^e  moil  deadly  confequences,  even  that  of  pro- 
"  moting  the  very  temper  and  difpofition  which 
"encouraged  the  malefactor  to  commit  the  crime 
"v for  which  he  is  imprifoned  I  This  conduct  is 
*'  reproachable  in  the  higheii  degree.  The  ma- 
<T  girtrate  ought  rather  to  refufe  the  licence,  and 
"  rcprefent  the  neceffity  of  allowing  keepers  of 
*'  pnfons  falaries  fuitable  lo  the  importance  of 
"  their  office. 

<;  The  converfion  of  a  houfe,  which  ought  to 
"  be  a  fccne  ot  forrow  and  repentance,  into  jollity, 
<;  and  carelefifnefs  to  all  events,  is  one  of  the  chief' 
"  caufes  of  the  evil  with  which  we  are  fo  forely 
"  afflifted.  If  this  is  not  remedied,  can  any  expe- 
"  dient  reflore  good  difcipline  and  true  ceconomy 
"  in  prifons  ?  If  fome  prisoners  fhould  be  thus  de- 
"  prived  of  a  comfort  they  might  be  entitled  to,  it 

"  would 
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"  would  be  far  better  than  granting  an  indulgence 
'*  fo  pregnant  with  mifchief  to  the  generality. 

"  By  an  aft  of  the  third  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
"  no  jailor  in  Ireland  is  to  fell  ale,  beer,  or  any 
"  other  liquor,  by  himfelf  or  any  other  perfon, 
"  under  the  penalty  of  £.5  for  every  offence;  ^nd 
"  I  am  affured  it  operates  happily  in  preventing 
"  the  ordinary  bad  effects.  With  us  the  cafe  is 
<{  different ;  for  every  capital  prifon  is  a  public- 
"  houfe;  and  though  fpirituous  liquors, commonly 
*'  fo  called,  are  prohibited,  yet,  under  the  name 
"  of  cordials,  I  am  told  they  pafs;  or  at  leaft  that, 
'*  by  the  force  of  wine  and  malt  liquor,  all  the 
"  bad  effects  of  intoxication  are  continued. 

"  Among  the  feveral  grievances  which  rife  in 
46  judgment  againft  us,  are  the  fees  demanded  of 
"  malefa&ors,  now  foftened,  but  not  abolifhed. 
41  The  want  oif  medical  affiftance — the  deficiency 
<c  of  baths — inattention  to  cleanlinefs — foul  air 
"  for  want  of  ventilation — want  of  a  change  of 
"  clean-wafhed  and  well-dried  garments,  with  a 
"  regular  change  of  linen  ;  —  where  thefe  are 
"  wanting,  death  muft  be  a  familiar  gueft  to  a 
"  prifoner.— Even  the  regular  waChing  of  hands 
"  and  feet  is  of  confequence.  A  proper  regard 
"  to  diet,  according  to  the  apparent  \vants  of  pri- 
41  foners,  is  neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  life 
".  in  prifons,  mare  than  in  other  places;  and  the 
<;  defect  often  operates  like  a  plague." 

That  a  reform  in  the  management  of  our  prifons 
is  neceffary,  no  man  of  common  fenfe  can  doubt; 
and  it  remains  with  the  wifdom  of  legiflature  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  the  evil. 

Perhaps  the  keeping  prifoners  feparate  from  each 
other,  and  totally  denying  all  the  means  of  intem- 
perariee,  would  go  far  towards  effecting  that  re- 
formation which  is  fo  much  wanted. 

As 
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As  matters  now  (tand,  the  man  charged  with 
felony  is  repeatedly  vifited  by  the  rhoft  abandoned 
of  his  acquaintance,  and  they  mutually  harden 
each  other  in  vice.  Thefe  vifits  fhould  be  very  un- 
frequent,  and  never  permitted  but  in  the  prefence 
of  the  keeper  or  his  deputy,  who  fhould  be  people 
of  the  moft  unexceptionable  character,  and  take 
care  that  not  an  improper  word  is  uttered. 

To  drop,  however,  this  fubject,  let  us  conclude 
thefe  volumes  by  a  fervent  wifh  that  the  readers  of 
them  may  ca'refully  and  fteadily  avoid  every  vice 
therein  recorded — every  folly  therein  expofed. 
JLet  honefty  be  the  prevailing,  the  ruling  prin- 
ciple among  us  :  let  us,  be  humbly  content  in 
the  lituation  which  Providence  hath  allotted  us; 
not  feeking  to  poffefs  ourfelves  of  the  property  of 
others  ;  and  paying  a  devout  reverence  to  that 
divine  command,  the  authority  of  which  no  one 
will  deny : 

"  Thou  (halt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  houfe, 
"  thou  malt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  wife, 
"  nor  his  man-fervant,  nor  his  maid-fervant, 
"  nor  his  ox,  nor  his  afs,  nor  any  thing  that  is 
«•  his/' 

As  no  remedy  is  fo  effectual  againft  an  habitual 
courfe,  and  the  practice,  of  wickednefs,  as  the 
divine  grace,  let  us  therefore  crave  that  blefling 
in  the  words  of  the  poet  : 

"  Stretch  out  thine  arm,  victorious  King, 

<c   Our  reigning  fins  fubdue  ; 
"  Drive  the  old  dragon  from  his  den, 

««  With  his  infernal  crewV' 
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